
People experiencing homelessness in 
Fullerton were sent to the following 
shelters between August 2021 and 
August 2022: Placentia Navigation 
Center (27 people), Fullerton 
Navigation Center (48 people), 
Bridges at Kraemer (39 people), and 
the Buena Park Navigation Center (36 
people). Five were reunited with their 
families. 

Deputy Fullerton City Manager 
Daisy Perez said, “Currently the city 
of Fullerton does not have an active 

agreement with the Illumination 
Foundation [which runs the Fullerton 
Navigation Center/Shelter] and cannot 
refer any residents to the Fullerton 
Navigation Center at this time. 
However, there is an agenda item for 
the upcoming City Council meeting 
(October 18) for a new agreement with 
the Illumination Foundation.” 

This new agreement will set aside 20 
beds per night for those experiencing 
homelessness in Fullerton.
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Annual Subscription Drive for the Observer
October is the month the Observer asks 

you to subscribe, resubscribe, or pur-
chase a gift subscription. We now offer 
digital subscriptions as well. Yes, the 
paper and digital versions are still free to 
pick up, but your subscription helps us 
budget for printing, distribution, and 
shipping costs. This year is especially 
important because the cost of printing 
and shipping has gone up several times.  

Subscriptions are $39 per year for 21 
issues. The paper version is mailed 
directly to you through the US postal 
service. The digital version (now partly 

in color) can be accessed at:  
WWW.FULLERTONOBSERVER.COM 

A convenient pay portal is online at the 
above website under SUBSCRIPTION or you 
can send a check to: Fullerton Observer, 
PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834 

The Fullerton Observer community 
newspaper, founded in 1978, is staffed by 
local volunteers who create, publish, and 
distribute the paper throughout our com-
munity and online.   

This is a not-for-profit venture. 
Revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-

partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. The purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public enti-
ties serve all residents in lawful, open, 
just, and socially-responsible ways.  

Through extensive coverage, the 
Observer writers seek to promote a sense 
of community and an appreciation for the 
diversity with which our country is so 
uniquely blessed. 

Listen to the Fullerton Observer’s Podcast Observing Fullerton
Ask about sponsoring Observing Fullerton podcast: observer@fullertonobserver.com 

Angelo’s and Vinci’s began as a cafe on the street-front patio of the historic Fox theater in 1971 and moved to its current location in 1992.  
Owner Cynthia Peck has decided to retire and sell the property which will be remodeled and renovated with additional buildings on the Fox Block.

Angelo’s & Vinci’s bids Fullerton farewell BY ADRIAN MEZA

Frontier Real Estate held a meeting at 
the Fullerton Library Conference 
Center about their updated proposal on 
the “Fox Block” on October 12. About 
two years ago Council voted to enter 
into a exclusive negotiation agreement 
with Frontier to come up with a “public 
market style commercial development.” 

Frontier is taking the existing 
Angelo’s & Vinci’s property and a cou-

ple of city owned properties and tying 
them together to create the Fox Block. 
The Block will consist of restaurants, 
retail stores, an outdoor dining area with 
space for live entertainment, and a 
brewery. This will close the entrance to 
Ellis Place from Harbor Blvd and in 
turn make a cul de sac street on Ellis Pl. 
where the entrance will be from 
Pomona Ave.  

Angelo’s triangle parking lot north of 
Ellis Pl. will then be transformed into 
small shops (titled “Building 1” on the 
picture); Angelo’s (titled “Building 2” 
on the picture) will then be remodeled 
and still be two floors but will fit five 
small restaurants and two sit down 
restaurants, all of which will be on the 
first floor. The second floor will be a 

lounge area with a balcony. 
In reference to Angelo’s closing Tom 

Carpenter (Vice President of 
Acquisitions and Leasing at Frontier) 
said “She [Cynthia Peck, owner of 
Angelo’s] is retiring. We love that 
restaurant. I don’t think there is any 
other restaurant like it…the spirit of that 
[building] will stay. We are keeping the 
outer walls; we’re not making drastic 
changes to the outside, we are taking off 
some of the façade and cleaning up the 
property, but the building and the foot-
print and the spirit of the exterior will 
remain.” 

Todd Huffman, Fox Theater 
Foundation director said, “Our group is 
excited about what we saw and it’s 
going to be a great addition to down-

town Fullerton and a great compliment 
to the Fox Theater. It’s well-designed 
and looks like they matched the design 
of Fullerton College and Fullerton High 
School. We still need to see how the 
parking structure is going to work, but 
early indications look like it will be ade-
quate.” He later said in reference to 
Angelo's closing. “The reincarnation of 
Angelo’s and Vinci’s is going to be 
good; I think [Angelo’s founder] Steven 
Peck would have been proud.”  

This will go to the Planning 
Commission by the end of this month 
and could be approved by City Council 
by the end of the year. Construction 
could start by the middle of next year 
and is expected to take 15-17 months. 

ELECTION COVERAGE ON PGS 6, 7, & 8
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CITY TO ENTER NEW AGREEMENT  
FOR 20 HOMELESS BEDS 

Council to Decide 
Future of Fullerton 

Fire Department
Fullerton City Council will vote on October 

18 to either keep Fullerton’s Fire Department 
or to contract out with the Orange County Fire 
Authority. OCFA presented a proposal for fire 
and emergency medical services to City 
Council on January 18, 2022. An analysis of 
the proposal was presented to City Council on 
September 6, 2022. For previous reporting on 
this visit www.fullertonobserver.com

)

OUTDOOR DINING
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1. Kind of toast 
6. Charges rent for half a month, say 
13. Drink 
14. Romance, e.g. 
15. Cheer 
16. *1965 Dean Jones/Hayley  
     Mills comedy 
18. ___Today 
19. Arizona tribe 
20. Buffalo Bills linebacker Miller 
21. Had to have 
23. *Suggestive of a secret  
    understanding 
26. The Pointer Sisters' "___ So Shy" 
29. Harry Potter's Hedwig, for one 
30. Himalayan legend 
31. Blow one's top 
33. Suffix with expert 
34. Fed 
38. *"Don't Leave Home Without It"  
     company 

42. Florida's Miami-___ County 
44. Spine-tingling 
45. Michelle of "Crazy Rich Asians" 
47. ___-mo replay 
49. "Yadda, yadda, yadda" 
50. *What you might say to get  
     someone out of bed 
55. In the thick of 
56. Skirt's edge 
57. March Madness org. 
61. "___ on my watch!" 
62. *1981 Terry Gilliam sci-fi film 
65. "___ tree falls in the forest..." 
66. W.W. II plane ___ Gay 
67. Camry and Sonata 
68. Ultimately, and where the first  
     word of the starred clues can  
     be found 
69. Exhausted

1. Sweater eater 
2. Sound rebound 
3. Bound 
4. Dyed fabric 
5. "Go on ..." 
6. Bygone Finnish coin (one letter  
    off the US cent) 
7. US pol. comm. 
8. The end of a shipping company  
    logo 
9. Take back to the lab 
10. Italian plush toy company  
    since 1954 
11. Artist's stand 
12. Lamp cover 
14. What an empty stomach may do 
17. Swear to be true 
22. Political exile 
24. Reply to the Little Red Hen 
25. Wall St. letters 
26. Tecate topper 
27. Humorist Bombeck 
28. Took to court 

32. Victimized, with "on" 
33. ___ and outs 
35. ___ mortals 
36. "___ happens..." 
37. Tiny fraction of a min. 
39. "Let's get going Ms. Fey!" 
40. Med. condition marked by  
     hyperactivity 
41. Lowly worker 
46. Kind of egg 
47. Popular cat food brand 
48. Peru's capital 
50. Queen ____ Al-Abdullah  
     of Jordan 
51. "Toodles!" 
52. Occupy, as a desk 
53. Beach souvenir 
54. Eventually become 
58. Give as an example 
59. Like ___ of bricks 
60. Aide: Abbr. 
63. Unit in chemistry: Abbr. 
64. Rapper Lil ___ X
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"NEVERTHELESS..." by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)
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Troy High School student Lance Yeh 
was one of the few students selected 
from California to present at the Global 
Health Conference led by Johns 
Hopkins University students and faculty. 
At the conference, emerging global 
health leaders in grades 9-12 from 
around the world learn from one another 

Lance Yeh, Troy High 
School student,  

selected to speak  
at Global Health 

Leaders Conference

Certified Farmers Market
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

•8:30am-12:30pm:  
Fullerton’s Certified Farmers Market 

It is small, BUT they have the best avocados,  apples, oranges,  
lemons, strawberries,  honey, nuts and tamales!  

Fullerton Community Center  
340 W Commonwealth Ave 

Support local farmers! No farmers . . . No food!

and some of the world’s leaders in global health and medicine. In addition to Yeh, 
other speakers at the conference have included Nobel Laureates, world-renowned 
professors, humanitarians, researchers, and physicians. 

Yeh presented on the global impact and response of the most prominent and com-
mon forms of cardiac arrhythmia, Atrial Fibrillation. He discusses the rapid growth 
of the AFib epidemic, the undertreatment and mistreatment of AFib, and how bio-
medical technologies are counteracting AFib in developing and developed coun-
tries. Despite its severity, Afib is an obscure topic, so he urges a global need for 
increased health literacy and medical intervention. The recording of Yeh’s talk can 
be seen here: https://youtu.be/6UkE85gnORw 

A Water Saving Strategy BY PENNY HLAVAC 
Many California native wildflowers 

have evolved a clever strategy for sur-
viving in our “winter wet/summer dry” 
Mediterranean climate. They bloom like 
mad in spring, luring a variety of polli-
nators which are looking for nectar and 
pollen treats. Then they avoid the hot 
dry months of summer and early fall by 
dying, first leaving behind seeds which 
will come up with the late fall/winter 
rains, beginning the cycle all over again. 
You can take advantage of this strategy 
in your water-conserving garden.  

Sow seeds in late fall in time for the 
rains. Find a fairly sunny part of your 
yard from which you have removed 
weeds. You do not need to amend the 
soil with compost, but rough it up with a 
hard rake if it is compacted. Throw 
seeds on top of the soil and rake them in 
a little bit. If you are sowing these seeds 
for the first time, you can water them 
lightly if you want to, or you can just 
wait for the rains. (Avoid leaf blowers.) 
As wildflower seedlings come up, con-

tinue to remove weeds. Once they start 
coming back by themselves year after 
year, you won’t need to water them—-
rain will be enough even in dryer years. 
As time goes by, the “seed bank” of 
wildflowers builds up in the soil yield-
ing increasing numbers of plants. There 
will be more than enough for seed eating 
birds and for you to collect seeds to give 
to other gardeners.  

Seeds which have come back year 
after year by themselves for me include: 
Tidy Tips (Layia platyglossa), Sky 
Lupine (Lupinus nana), Arroyo Lupine 
(Lupinus succulentus), Dudley’s Clarkia 
(Clarkia dudleyana), Bird’s Eye (Gilia 
tricolor), Nevin’s Gilia (Gilia nevinii), 
California Poppy (Eschscholzia califor-
nica), Wind Poppy (Papaver hetero-
phyllum), Chia (Salvia columbariae), 
Desert Bluebells (Phacelia campanular-
ia), and Fascicled Tarplant (Deinandra 
fasciculata). I am always on the lookout 
for a new one to try.
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The Fullerton Observer community 
newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie 
Kennedy, Roy and Irene Kobayashi, and 
other friends in 1978, is staffed by local 
volunteers who create, publish, and dis-
tribute the paper throughout our commu-
nity.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one. 
Revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed.  ____________________________  
10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  

are distributed throughout Fullerton  
and sent through the mail to subscribers  

every two weeks except only once  
in January, July & August.  

   
HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 

 Subscriptions are $39 per year. 
Sign up and pay with autopay at 

www.fullertonobserver.com 
or by check with name & address to:  

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton, CA 92834-7051 ________________________________  

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Visit us online at  

www.fullertonobserver.com  
& click on advertise, 

 ads@fullertonobserver.com,  
or (714) 525-6402 ________________________________  
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Created & Published in Fullerton  

by volunteer locals since 1978 
  Published by Fullerton Observer LLC

 The Early November 2022 issue  
will hit the stands on October 31.  
SUBMISSION and AD deadline:  

October 24.

These enthusiastic young leaders were outstanding team members, helping out wherever and whenever necessary to help our 
community. This internship has contributed to their personal growth, and they will continue to expand their horizons through 
more experiences like this whenever possible. To learn more about internship opportunities in the Assemby office of Sharon 
Quirk-Silva, please call (714) 525-6515 for application details.

Congratulations to Graduating Summer Interns  
for Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva

As part of Cal State Fullerton’s cele-
bration of LGBTQ History Month in 
October, CSUF commemorated 
National Coming Out Day with its annu-
al “Rainbow Flag Raising Ceremony.” 
The flag was raised during a ceremony 
on Oct 11 in front of Langsdorf Hall, 
and it will stay up for the entirety of 
LGBTQ History Month.  

Nat Betancourt Arellano, senior coor-
dinator of the LGBT Queer Resource 
Center, said that this year’s celebration 
will focus on uplifting voices and creat-
ing a future where everyone feels safe 
sharing their stories.  

Cal State Fullerton 
Celebrates LGBTQ 

History Month

Students celebrate LGBTQ History Month at Cal State University Fullerton.
Arellano said, “It is so important to 

celebrate this month because, too often, 
our history is lost. Over the years, many 
people from our communities did not 
get the opportunity to tell their stories.” 

The university’s LGBT Queer 
Resource Center also celebrates “10 

Years of Pride” this month with art, 
music and the curation of a time capsule 
on Oct 27 from 6-8 pm at the Golleher 
Alumni House. 

Attendees will be invited to leave 
items inside the time capsule, such as 
letters, stories, photos, art and pieces of 

clothing that reflect the LGBTQ com-
munity. The resource center will also 
provide a USB drive for digital artifacts. 

“We want to honor each journey in our 
community, and history month is a time 
to express our pride,” Arellano said.

From left to right: Esha Salman (Troy), Dane Sprague (USC), Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva,  
Ian Ordonez (UC Riverside), Radiyah Ahmed (Sunny Hills ) and Nakul Bhatt (Sunny Hills).

Sherwood Forest Opens at Orangethorpe School 

School staff, parent volunteers, and students celebrated the 
grand opening of Sherwood Forest at Orangethorpe School 
last month. The opening of this outdoor learning space is part 
of a school-wide focus at Orangethorpe School, Project 
Curiosity: The Art and Science of Nature. Sherwood Forest 
expands on the Project Curiosity Wing of the Art, Science, 
Design and Robotics labs. The space is designed to be an 
extension of the classroom working in nature. 

Orangethorpe School’s Sherwood Forest is the project of 

seed money awarded through a Phelps Foundation Grant. This 
initial grant funding kickstarted additional funds and time 
dedicated to the project resulting in additional opportunities 
for the students. Not only will the outdoor space be used as an 
extension of the classroom, it will also be used for outdoor 
theater plays, poetry, writer’s workshop and so much more. 
The Sherwood Forest possibilities are vast and another oppor-
tunity for students to use voice and choice in their learning.



Last time: Gene and Randy were 
the first to ID the SoCo alley as it 
was beginning its transformation.

Photo Quiz   
Send answer to Mike at 
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

This time: Not easy to spot, but vis-
ible from the sidewalk, mysterious 
flowers grow in a crack in the con-
crete stairs across from a reportedly 
haunted downtown landmark refer-
enced on this page.
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Haunted Downtown 
 

Back in October of 2000 some serious 
investigating was underfoot regarding 
the often-heard rumors of haunted loca-
tions downtown. After contacting KLOS 
about hosting their annual Mark & Brian 
Halloween Parade here, the promotion 
staff visited and they agreed to move it 
to Downtown Fullerton from the City of 
Orange. We needed to create a buzz for 
the radio show. Sure enough, there were 
a number of first-hand accounts to be 
found, and a certain Fullerton newspa-
per from the past printed my entire story 
titled “The Ghost of the Villa.” 

As mentioned here before, a handy-
man was murdered on the premises by 
his wife. She ran a few blocks away and 
then took her own life, as verified in a 

conversation with Ernie Chapman, son 
of Charles Chapman. Not being an 
unsolved crime and not wanting any bad 
publicity, the murder/suicide info 
received no news coverage and the 
police reports were later purged. That’s 
why it took Ernie to confirm it–he was 
around at the time. The Villa Ghost 
never left and has reportedly been seen 
by many roaming the building. Some of 
that info has found its way into books 
and haunted tours, so it must be true, no? 

Included in the first hand accounts of 
ghostly encounters were The Cellar 
Restaurant, Brownstone Café, Café 
Hidalgo, Heroes, and a variety of report-
ed sightings of the handyman down in 
the basement, and even in the upstairs 
hallways at Villa del Sol, where the 
California Hotel rooms were. Add to 

that, strange, unexplained happenings at 
the ballroom in the Odd 
Fellows/Williams Company Building, 
the Fox Theatre, the Fullerton Union 
High School Auditorium and other loca-
tions, and you will note that we are rife 
with hauntings, real or imagined, 
throughout our downtown. 

If this interests you, consider going on 
a Haunted Fullerton Walking Tour. Tour 
enthusiasts meet inside the Fullerton 
Museum Center every Wednesday and 
Thursday at 6pm the entire month of 
October. They begin with a “ghoulish” 
cocktail mixer and then it’s off to the 1.5 
mile walk. Special tours will be on 
Thursday October 27 and Friday 
October 28. For more info and tickets, 
go to www.fullertonmuseum.com

More tidbits from the past 

Spooky things like a picture of this floating soda bottle helped create a buzz  
for the Mark & Brian Halloween Parade to happen in Fullerton in 2000.

Fender Gallery 
By now we trust you have checked out 

the Fender Gallery at our downtown 
Museum Center. It takes funding to keep 
it going, so head over to the Plaza on 
Saturday, October 22, for a great night 
of music by Carvin Jones, King of 
Strings.  

It starts at 5pm and goes to 9pm.   
Find tickets and info at  

www.fullertonmuseum.com.

We asked for personal memories regarding some places that 
moved on, and right away, reader Judy Berg recalled La Paz 
being the first Mexican restaurant where they served chips and 
salsa as soon as you were seated. That of course is where 
Heroes took over the space, preceding their move to what 
would become SoCo. Podium Music, 719 N Harbor, was 
where Jim Washburn purchased his first guitar amp, a $189 
Vox Super Beatle in 1970. Merry Christmas. 

Orange County Pawn Brokers on Harbor and 
Commonwealth may not be haunted but became infamous for 
owner Victor Pahl, often seen driving around in his white 
Rolls Royce, sporting a long ponytail, while always decked 
out in tons of silver and turquoise. He had developed his busi-

ness into the highest grossing pawn shop in California and had 
no problem flaunting that fact. In 1985, he shot his wife and 
her attorney inside the shop when they came in to check the 
books–divorce proceedings were under way. They both sur-
vived, and after spending 11 months in jail and eventually get-
ting out on bail, Victor was acquitted of all charges after three 
psychiatrists and a psychologist testified that he was generally 
in a “zombie-like” state, saying his mind went blank and he 
did not remember the shooting. No ghosts, just fodder for 
Halloween. Victor returned to run the pawn shop, which even-
tually moved and the location became Heirlooms of 
Tomorrow for many years.
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2022  • JonDobrer@mac.com

Vladimir Putin miscalculated not sim-
ply badly, but fatally. He is a dead dicta-
tor walking—but walking only for the 
moment. By spring he will be gone. By 
“gone” I do not mean simply deposed or 
living in exile nor in a stylish dacha out-
side Moscow. I mean dead and buried—
most likely in an unmarked grave. 

Putin’s name reminds one of Rasputin 
who survived poison (cyanide), being 
shot twice and then thrown into a river. 
Finally, when they pulled him from the 
river dead, they found water in his 
lungs—meaning he was still alive when 
thrown through the ice. Rasputin was 
hard to kill but still was killed. Putin will 
meet a similar fate. 

Russia and Russians will tolerate 
almost anything. They pride themselves 
on surviving pain. The siege of 
Leningrad is a bragging right. 
Their resistance to Napoleon 
is a high point in their history. 
They take a punch. They toler-
ate demanding, even brutal 
leaders. But they cannot abide 
a failure. 

Putin’s adventure in Ukraine 
quickly became a misadven-
ture. From the start, few 
believed that he was trying to 
rid Ukraine of Nazis. After the 
first week, even fewer 
believed that this “special 
operation” was going well. 

Putin’s first mistake was cre-
ating a military culture that 
would not tell him the truth 
but only what they believed he 
wanted to hear. “Can you 
invade Ukraine?” Sure boss. 
“Can you do it in weeks?” 
Absolutely boss. “Can you 
take Kiev in ten days?” You 
bet your life. Well, he did bet 
his life, and it was a very bad 
bet. 

Maybe militarily he could have swept 
into Ukraine from the east and reached 
the Dnieper in two weeks. But he did not 
take the sensible and militarily viable 
route. He swept down from the north 
along a narrow road. When bridges got 
blown up by Ukrainian soldiers—regu-
lar and irregular—his men and tanks got 
stranded. They could not back up or turn 
around. They could not be supplied with 
food, fuel, spare parts, and medicine. So 
much did he depend on speed, there was 
no planning for logistical support. An 
army travels on its belly. This army was 
stuck and became first sitting ducks and 
then dead ducks. 

Putin’s forces had more success in the 
east, where there was already a consid-
erable number of ethnic Russians. They 
threatened Kharkov in the north and 
took Kerson in the south. Still, the 
Ukrainians exceeded the low expecta-
tions of the world, partially because the 
world underestimated them but also 
because the world vastly overestimated 
the “mighty Russian military.” It was the 
military version of a Potemkin Village—
stylish May Day marchers but poorly 
trained, equipped, and led soldiers. 

Putin badly underestimated the cohe-
siveness of the west. He failed to believe 
that NATO could act in a unified man-
ner, that the United States, under Biden, 
would give military aid as well as 
humanitarian support. Putin never 
dreamed that Sweden and Finland 
would quickly align with NATO and the 
EU. 

Added to all of these miscalculations 
were the mounting losses of men and 
material. Their once proud military was 
getting decimated. Demoralized soldiers 
were throwing down their weapons and 
abandoning their positions—leaving 
tanks, jeeps and artillery behind to be 
used by the Ukrainians. 

Putin cannot, however, be faulted for 
not being able to calculate the strength, 
charisma, and intelligence of Vlodymir 
Zelenskyy. You cannot anticipate a 
Churchill. 

When the Ukrainians threatened a 
counteroffensive in the south to re-take 
Kerson, Russia moved troops south. Of 
course, the Ukrainians struck in the 
north and quickly overran the Russian 
positions, further demoralizing the sur-
vivors and gaining more weapons. The 

lesson: the value of the 
Ukrainian northern offensive 
is not the victory. This was not 
a decisive war-ending victory. 
It was, however, a Putin-end-
ing victory. 

How could the Russians fall 
for such an obvious feint to the 
south and strike to the north? 
Did they not have ground or 
signals intelligence? Did they 
not have spies or drones or 
satellites to track Ukrainian 
troop movements? 

The Ukrainian misadventure 
has turned into a true debacle. 
Putin has failed in every one 
of his ambitions. He failed to 
create a distraction for the 
Russian people to take their 
minds off of their terrible 
economy. He failed to win a 
decisive military battle. He 
failed to increase the power 
and status of Russia in the 
world. He failed to impress his 

erstwhile friends in China and India. 
Russia is weaker and more isolated than 
before, and Putin is left with no true 
allies and only a tiny remnant of loyal-
ists. Putin is radioactive. 

Because he is a dictator, one might 
expect him to survive, but not even 
strongmen survive without support. The 
young people being conscripted are not 
happy. They know what is going on. 
They are not eager to die for a lost cause. 
Each conscript will be a citizen journal-
ist, carrying a smartphone and reporting 
home. They will show the lack of 
morale, the lack of medicine, and of 
food. They will die because of the 
unlearned lesson that logistics are neces-
sary for an army to succeed. The hard-
core Russian nationalists are also desert-
ing Putin because he weakened Russia, 
spent their treasure, their blood, and 
broke their military. Putin could not 
have inflicted more damage on Russia 
had he been an American agent. 

The young do not want to die, and the 
nationalists do not want to lose. Putin is 
alone and friendless. He will fall. Will 
he be taken out by a coup of generals in 
order to protect their army from further 
destruction? Possibly. Maybe by agents 
of the oligarchs whom he enriched and 
who now cannot get ahold of their ill-
gotten gains. Maybe by reformers who 
are inspired by the imprisoned Alexei 
Navalny. Or maybe, like so many ene-
mies of Putin who slip on the stairs and 
fall through open windows, Putin will 
fall by simply falling.

Putin is Kaput

 
 
 
 

Because  
he is a  

dictator,  
one might  
expect him  
to survive,  

but not even 
strongmen  

survive  
without  
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 President Biden gave the following 
statement on October 6, 2022, “Sending 
people to prison for possessing marijua-
na has upended too many lives and 
incarcerated people for conduct that 
many states no longer prohibit. Criminal 
records for marijuana possession have 
also imposed needless barriers to 
employment, housing, and educational 
opportunities. And while white and 
Black and brown people use marijuana 
at similar rates, Black and brown people 
have been arrested, prosecuted, and con-
victed at disproportionate rates. 

Today, I am announcing three steps 
that I am taking to end this failed 
approach. 

First, I am announcing a pardon of all 
prior Federal offenses of simple posses-
sion of marijuana. I have directed the 
Attorney General to develop an admin-
istrative process for the issuance of cer-
tificates of pardon to eligible individu-
als. There are thousands of people who 
have prior Federal convictions for mari-
juana possession, who may be denied 
employment, housing, or educational 
opportunities as a result.  My action will 
help relieve the collateral consequences 

arising from these convictions. 
Second, I am urging all Governors to 

do the same with regard to state offens-
es.  Just as no one should be in a Federal 
prison solely due to the possession of 
marijuana, no one should be in a local 
jail or state prison for that reason, either. 

Third, I am asking the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services and the 
Attorney General to initiate the adminis-
trative process to review expeditiously 
how marijuana is scheduled under feder-
al law. Federal law currently classifies 
marijuana in Schedule I of the 
Controlled Substances Act, the classifi-
cation meant for the most dangerous 
substances. This is the same schedule as 
for heroin and LSD, and even higher 
than the classification of fentanyl and 
methamphetamine – the drugs that are 
driving our overdose epidemic.  

Finally, even as federal and state regu-
lation of marijuana changes, important 
limitations on trafficking, marketing, 
and underage sales should stay in place. 

Too many lives have been upended 
because of our failed approach to mari-
juana. It’s time that we right these 
wrongs.” 

Cannabis Reform Measures 
Announced by President Biden

Fullerton Heritage Presents 
Fullerton Historic Landmark  

No. 68: Dunphy/Westwood Apartments 
126 West Whiting Avenue   BY TERRY GALVIN 

 
Constructed in 1929, the eight-unit Dunphy Apartments were built by local con-

tractor Samuel R. Dunphy (1886-1967) for $25,000. The furnished apartments had 
the latest technology, including radio conduits and electric stoves, and the walls and 
floors were soft padded to deaden sound. Dunphy resided in a single-family resi-
dence at the rear of the property with his wife Hazel (1890-1975) and two daughters, 
Dorothy and Vivian, until the start of World War II. 

He moved to Wilmington, where he built Victory and Liberty warships for the 
California Shipping Company (CalShip), then opened Dunphy’s Service Station in 
Los Angeles. When the property changed ownership, the two-story building was 
renamed the Westwood Apartments, and the name “Westwood” is visible above the 
middle entry door. The building’s dark red brick construction and minimal setback 
from the public sidewalk conveys an East Coast design, and no other example of its 
type constructed during this period is found in Fullerton. When the building was 
completed in April 1929, there was a housing shortage in Fullerton, and the units 
were quickly rented. The property still serves as apartments, and the original single-
family residence remains behind it.

 
• Fred Jung Mayor (District 1)   

(714) 738-6311 and at fred.jung@cityoffullerton.com 
• Nick Dunlap Council Member (District 2) 

(714) 738-6311 and at nicholas.dunlap@cityoffullerton.com 
• Jesus Silva Council Member (District 3) 

(714) 738-6311 and at jesuss@cityoffullerton.com 
• Bruce Whitaker  Mayor Pro Tem (District 4)  

(714) 981-8474 and at bwwhitaker@live.com  
• Ahmad Zahra Council Member (District 5) 

(714) 738-6311 and at AhmadZ@cityoffullerton.com 
• City Clerk at cityclerksoffice@cityoffullerton.com or (714) 738-6350

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE
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October 20 Meeting 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES  
The Council meets at 5:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each 

month. Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings 
are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.  
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or council@cityoffullerton.com  

PUBLIC COMMENTS

HUNT LIBRARY UPDATE

CLOSED SESSION

Before every public City Council meeting, there is a closed session during which 
Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public. 
During this meeting, Council met with legal counsel to discuss the following cases: 
William McFadden v. City of Fullerton and Spencer Hampton v. City of Fullerton. 

Delay of Downtown Security 
Cameras: A resident named Monica 
said that downtown Fullerton, particu-
larly at night, has become unsafe. Her 
daughter was robbed and assaulted. She 
asked for an update on the new security 
cameras to be installed downtown, as 
she had been told there was a delay in 
shipment. Chief Dunn said that supply 
chain issues have delayed delivery of 
the cameras. He anticipates having them 
live by the end of the month.  

Rats at Rancho La Paz: The state 
department that oversees mobile home 
parks recently inspected RLP and cited 
the owners for their failure to control the 
rat infestation in the park, as well as 
poor upkeep of grounds. 

Roaches at City Lights: A resident 
asked the City to help with the cock-
roach problem at City Lights–a low-
income apartment complex downtown. 

Cash-Out Cards for the Homeless: 
Local resident and activist Curtis 
Gamble asked that Council invest in 
cash-out cards for the homeless, which 
are Visa cards with money on them that 
may be used for basic goods and servic-
es.  

Illegal Cannabis Dispensaries: A 
resident said there is an illegal cannabis 
dispensary at Orangethorpe and 

Highland. She asked that code enforce-
ment be sent to shut it down. The city 
manager said the code enforcement 
office has four hearings scheduled for 
illegal dispensaries.  

Active Transportation Committee 
Meetings Canceled: Jane Rands said 
that, because the City has lost staffing, 
their meetings have been canceled and 
therefore important matters have not 
been coming before them. 

Bus Stop Blocked by Cars: Egleth 
Nuncci said that the bus has not been 
stopping in front of Costco because cars 
are lining up to get gas. A woman's 
wheelchair battery died because she had 
to go several blocks to the next bus stop. 

Maple Center: Egleth Nuncci asked 
for an update on when the Maple 
Community Center will reopen. City 
Manager Levitt said the City has 
received a proposal from a group that 
will operate it and run private events at 
night. Councilmember Ahmad Zahra 
said he thought the direction from 
Council was to come back with rental 
costing. Levitt replied that they’re look-
ing at rental costing and at having a part-
ner that could do private events. Zahra 
said he didn't think that was the 
Council's direction.

City staff gave an update on the Hunt Branch Library. The city sent an informal 
request for proposals to operate this city-owned facility to around 60 organizations 
and groups, ranging from nonprofits to museums to universities and more. Multiple 
organizations have shown interest; two proposals have been received so far. 

Meanwhile, $5.25 million in upgrades to the building continue. These include the 
building facade, roof, interior finishes, plumbing, fencing, fire and more. 

Staff presented two possible scenarios for future operation of the Hunt: 
SCENARIO #1: Shared Operation Costs 

The City and partner would share in certain operational costs of the facility, 
assuming shared rental revenue of the facility for special events. This situation 
assumes a 70-30 split of operational costs where the partner covers 70% of costs 
and the City incurs 30% of costs. In this scenario, the City would be faced with an 
estimated ceiling around $250,000 in costs relating to baseline operations. The esti-
mated cost split for the city would need to be negotiated with partner agencies. 
SCENARIO #2: Full City Site Operation 

The City would incur the full cost to operate baseline services. This amounts to a 
cost of around $800,000 to $850,000 annually. Given the significant fiscal impact 
of this option, funding would need to be reallocated from other existing City pro-
gramming to facilitate this cost. Some potential partners have indicated they can 
contribute in the range of $30,000 to $50,000 for a number of years but no commit-
ments have been made to date. Given the history of the site, as well as fiscal limi-
tations, this scenario would be the most impactful to the City’s finances.  

Council voted unanimously to allow the City Manager to move forward and work 
with the Hunt Ad-Hoc Committee in reviewing any and all proposals received and 
to work with the library director and community groups in putting together a City 
operation proposal for City Council consideration.

PRESENTATIONS

Domestic Violence Awareness Month: Council presented a proclamation to the 
Women’s Transitional Living Center in recognition of Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, which is October.

UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
City Hall is located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave, www.cityoffullerton.com

• October 17 at 5pm:  
  Infrastructure & Natural Rsrc.  
• October 18 at 5:30pm:  
  City Council 
• October 19 at 5pm:  
  Active Transportation 

• October 20 at 4pm:  
  Investment Advisory Committee 
• October 26 at 6:30pm:  
  Planning & Landmarks 
• October 27 at 5pm:  
 Library Board of Trustees 

FOLLOW THE MONEY:  
County, State, and Congressional Candidates  

BY JESSE LA TOUR 
In our early October issue, we presented information on candidates running for 

Fullerton City Council and Fullerton School Boards. Here is some information on 
other candidates running locally along with key endorsements and campaign 

finance information. For more coverage, including interviews with candidates, 
visit www.fullertonobserver.com  
OC Board of Supervisors  

Doug Chaffee (D) has served on the 
Board of Supervisors since 2018. Prior 
to that, he served as the Mayor and a 
Councilmember in Fullerton. Notable 
endorsements include Congressman Lou 
Correa, State Senator Tom Umberg, 
State Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-
Silva, and Fullerton Councilmember 
Jesus Silva. He has raised $967,693, 
including a $600,000 loan to his own 
campaign and large donations from 
groups such as Orange County 
Employees Association PAC ($2,200), 
Apartment Association of Orange 
County PAC ($4,300), Planned 
Parenthood ($4,400), Association of 
Orange County Deputy District 
Attorneys, and Association of Orange 
County Deputy Sheriffs PAC ($2,200). 
For more information visit supervisor-
dougchaffee.com 

Sunny Park (D) is an attorney and 
current Mayor of Buena Park. 
Endorsements include: Democratic 
Party of Orange County, UNITE HERE 
Local 11, California State 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva, 
and Fullerton Mayor Fred Jung. She has 
raised $648,195 with over 250 contribu-
tions from individuals and businesses. 
She loaned $37,250 to her own cam-
paign. For more information visit 
www.sunnypark4oc.com 

For more information:  
Campaign finance for OC 
Supervisor candidates visit the OC 
Registrar of Voters: ocvote.gov  
To read each candidate’s answers to 
questions on various issues, visit 
voiceofoc.org/2022/06/orange-
county-voter-guide-june-2022-elec-
tion/ 

House of Representatives 
With the recent redistricting, Fullerton is now split into two congressional dis-

tricts: 45 (representing Fullerton north of Chapman), and 46 (representing Fullerton 
south of Chapman).  

District 45 
Jay Chen (D) has served in the U.S. 

Naval Reserves, as a trustee for Mt. San 
Antonio Community College, and a 
small business owner. Endorsements 
include: California Democratic Party, 
California Labor Federation, Human 
Rights Campaign, Planned Parenthood, 
Sierra Club, several trade unions. He has 
raised $2,957,556 with major contribu-
tions from J Street ($46,754), 
Democracy Engine ($34,800), Digidems 
PAC ($28,000), University of California 
($26,330), Alphabet Inc ($23,972), 
Frontline USA ($17,000), Klein 
Financial ($14,500), Skybound 
Entertainment ($11,850), Hydepark 
Capital Partners ($11,600), and Impex 
($11,600). For more information visit 
www.chenforcongress.com 

Michelle Steel (R) has served on the 
California State Board of Equalization 
and as an Orange County Supervisor. 
Endorsements include Sheriff Don 
Barnes, Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 
Association, California Republican 
Party, Republican Party of Orange 
County, Lincoln Club of Orange County, 
and Association of Orange County 
Deputy Sheriffs. She has raised 
$4,688,279 with large contributions 
from American Israel Public Affairs 
Cmte ($20,400), Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
($13,000), Word & Brown Insurance 
($12,600), Stand for America PAC 
($12,473), Affiliated Managers Group 
($11,600), and Ball Ventures ($11,600).  

For more information visit 
www.michellesteelca.com 

District 46 
Lou Correa (D) has served in 

Congress, California State Assembly, 
State Senate, and as an Orange County 
Supervisor. Endorsements include: 
California Democratic Party, California 
Labor Federation, United Farm Workers 
of America, California Police Chiefs' 
Association. He has raised $956,017 
with major contributions from 
Democracy Engine ($16,750), Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield ($11,500), Edwards 
Lifesciences ($11,250), American 
Society of Anesthesiologists ($10,000), 
AT&T Inc ($10,000), Border Health 
($10,000), Credit Union National Assn 
($10,000), and Home Depot ($10,000). 
For more information visit www.loucor-
rea.com 

Christopher Gonzalez (R) served in 
the U.S. Army as a First Lieutenant in 
the Military Police Corps. He has his 
own law practice and has served on the 
California Supreme Court.  
Endorsements include: California 
Republican Party, Republican Party of 
Orange County, California ProLife 
Council. He has raised $29,291 with 
contributions from Caloptima ($1,000), 
Nexthome Free ($1,000), Candela 
($650), Hispanic 100 ($500), and 
Raytheon Technologies ($250). For 
more information visit gonzalesfor-
congress.com 
For information on campaign finance 
for congressional candidates visit the 

Federal Elections Commission: 
www.fec.gov  

See Follow the Money page 7

AGENDA FORECAST (Tentative) 
City Hall is located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave, www.cityoffullerton.com 
The next Fullerton City Council meeting is Tuesday, October 18 at 5:30pm. 

• Future of Fullerton FIRE & EMERGENCY MEDICAL services 
• One-year agreement with Illumination Foundation  
  for Homeless shelter services  
• Lease agreement between FSD and the City of Fullerton for parking 
• Contract extension with Falk Mobile Health Corp  
  for Emergency Ambulance transport services 
• Professional services agreement with HDL COREN & CONE  
  for property tax management and analysis 
• Professional service agreement with LANCE, SOLL & LUNGHARD  
  for auditing services 



PROPOSITIONSMID-OCTOBER 2022

Follow the Money on Ballot Initiatives  

Voters cannot count on the truthful-
ness of signs around town or the various 
flyers and glossy ads flooding mailboxes 
before elections. Lots of dirty politics 
takes place in the attempt to sway voters 
one way or another—often times against 
their own best interest. This is true for 
individual candidate races and also for 
the often confusing initiatives that show 
up on the ballot each season. 

One way of discerning which is the 

right way to go is to follow the money to 
find out who is funding campaigns 
which gives you a clue as to who truly 
benefits from a yes or no on the initia-
tives presented. 

Campaigns are required to post the 
source of contributions several times 
before elections. This information can 
be found by visiting the elections portion 
of the secretary of state website at 
https://cal-access.sos.ca.gov. 

Prop 1: Constitutional Right to 
Reproductive Freedom: Amends 
California Constitution to expressly 
include an individual’s fundamental 
right to reproductive freedom (to choose 
or refuse contraceptives, abortion, etc). 

Yes: Planned Parenthood, Healthcare 
Organizations: $10 million. 

No: Stop Prop 1 Committee: $68,870 
(with $65,000 coming from East Valley 
Republican Women and Patriot Store, 
La Quinta, CA). 

Prop 26: In-Person Sports Betting in 
Tribal Casinos: Allows in-person 
roulette, dice games, sports wagering on 
tribal lands. Also directs revenues to a 
general fund for gambling problem pro-
grams and enforcement. 

Yes: Yes on 26, No on 27 – Coalition 
for safe, responsible gaming sponsored 
by California Indian Tribes: 
$110,469,143. Contributions from 
numerous California Indian Tribes. 

No: Taxpayers Against Special 
Interest Monopolies (a committee spon-
sored by licensed card clubs). 
$41,462,172. Funded by PT Gaming 
LLC, Garden City Inc. DBA Casino 

M8Trix, Hawaiian Gardens Casino, 
Knighted Ventures LLC, California 
Grand Casino, Bumb & Associates Inc 
& Affiliated Entities, California 
Commerce Club, Inc, Flynt 
Management Group, LLC, Blackstone 
Gaming, LLC, Elevation Entertainment 
Group & Affiliated Entities and other 
clubs, casinos, and gambling assoc. 

Prop 27: Online Sports Betting: 
Allows online and mobile sports wager-
ing outside tribal lands. 

Yes: $169,248, 331: WSI US LLC, 
Las Vegas, Nevada, BetMGM LLC, Las 
Vegas, Bally’s Interactive LLC, 
Henderson, Nevada,  FBG Enterprises 
OPCO LLC, Jacksonville Florida, 
BetFair Interactive US, LLC Fanduel 
Sportsbook, Penn Interactive Ventures 
LLC, Pennsylvania,  Crown Gaming 
Inc, DraftKings, Boston, MA. 

No: $91,219645: Californians for 
Tribal Sovereignty and Safe Gaming 
sponsored by Tribal Organizations, San 
Manuel Band Mission Indians, Rincon 
Band of Luiseno Mission Indians, Pala 
Band of Mission Indians, Torres 
Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians, Elk 

Below are some of the initiatives on this upcoming  
November’s ballot, and information on funders. 
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California State Senate 
Redistricting has split Fullerton into two State Senate districts: 34 (South and west 

Fullerton) and 37 (northeast Fullerton). Fullertonians who live in the new District 34 
will be voting for candidates this election cycle.  

 FOLLOW THE MONEY: County, State, and Congressional Candidates continued from page 6 

District 67 
Sharon Quirk-Silva (D) served as 

a classroom teacher for more than 
thirty years, is a former Mayor of 
Fullerton and Member of the 
California State Assembly. 
Endorsements include California 
Democratic Party, California Labor 
Federation, California YIMBY, 
Democratic Party of Orange County. 
She has raised $567,447 with major 
contributions from Peace Officers 
Research Assn. of California 
($13,200), American Medical 
Response ($9,800), Cooperative of 
American Physicians ($9,800), San 
Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
($9,800), Association of Orange 
County Deputy Sheriffs ($9,800), 
California for Jobs & Strong 
Economy $9,800, National Vision 
($9,800), and Govern for California 
($9,800). For more information visit 
www.sharonquirksilva.com 

Soo Yoo (R) was elected to 
ABCUSD School Board in 2013 and 
has served as board President twice. 
Endorsements include California 
Republican Party, Republican Party 
of Orange County, Howard Jarvis 
Association of Taxpayers, The 
Lincoln Club of Orange County. She 
has raised $295,185 with a $30,206 
loan to herself and large contributions 
from several individuals and the 
Cerritos Republican Club ($4,900), 
JMAXX Properties Inc. ($4,900), and 

Personal HR Services ($4,900). For 
more information visit sooy-
ooforassembly.com 

District 59 
Philip Chen (R) has served in the 

California State Assembly since 
2016. He formerly served as a school 
board member to the Walnut Valley 
Unified School District, as a health 
policy advisor for the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors, and as 
a former LA County Reserve 
Sheriff’s Deputy. Endorsements 
include the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 
Association and the National Rifle 
Association (NRA). He has raised 
$545,789 with large contributions 
from Peace Officers Research 
Association of California ($19,400), 
California Association of Highway 
Patrolmen ($10,800), Merck $ Co 
($9,800), Sempra Energy ($9,800), 
Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians 
($9,800), California Apartment 
Association ($9,800), California 
Correctional Peace Officers 
Association ($9,800), and Los 
Angeles Police Protective League 
($9,800). For more information visit 
votersedge.org 

Leon Sit (I) is a second-year engi-
neering student at the University of 
California, Los Angeles. He has not 
filed campaign finance data with the 
Secretary of State. For more informa-
tion visit sitforassembly.org

District 34 
Tom Umberg (D) is a retired U.S. Army 

Colonel, former federal criminal prosecu-
tor, three term state legislator, and small 
business owner. Endorsements include 
American Federation of State, County, & 
Municipal Employees, California 
Federation of Teachers, California Labor 
Federation, California Nurses Association, 
Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU) - California, and United 
Automobile, Aerospace and Agricultural 
Implement Workers of America (UAW). 
He has raised $568,110 with major contri-
butions from California State Association 
of Electrical Workers ($19,400), 
California State Pipe Trades Council 
($19,400), California State Council of 
Laborers ($14,400), Peace Officers 
Research Association of California 
($10,100), Association of Orange County 
Deputy Sheriffs ($9,800), Google 
($9,800), and Los Angeles Police 

Protective League ($9,800). For more 
information visit www.tomumberg.com 

Rhonda Shader (R) has served as 
Mayor of Placentia and owns an insurance 
agency in Placentia. Endorsements include 
California Republican Party, 
Congressmember Young Kim, 
Congressmember Michelle Steel, 
Placentia Police Officers Association. She 
has raised $53,138 with major contribu-
tions from Orangethorpe Investment 
Partners Inc ($4,900), Republican Party of 
Orange County ($4,314), Personal 
Insurance Federation of California 
($2,500), and Tony Bushala ($1,000). For 
more information visit 
shaderforsenate.com 

For more information 
To look up campaign finance informa-

tion visit the California Secretary of State 
web site cal-access.sos.ca.gov For more 
information on candidates visit 
justfacts.votesmart.org 

Valley Rancheria, Wilton Rancheria, 
and numerous other Native American 
tribes through the Yes on 26, No on 27 
Committee. 

Prop 29: Kidney Dialysis Clinics: 
Requires on-site licensed medical pro-
fessional at kidney dialysis clinics and 
establishes other state requirements. 

Yes: $7,395,711. Californians for 
Kidney Dialysis Patient Protection, 
sponsored by Service Employees 
International Union, United Healthcare 
Workers West, LA & Oakland, CA. 

No: $85,933,867. Funded by Davita, 
Inc, Washington DC, Fresenius Medical 
Care, Washington DC, and Newton, 
Kansas, Satellite Healthcare Inc, San 
Jose, CA, US Renal Care Inc, Texas, and 
Dialysis Clinic Inc,  Tennessee. 

Prop 30: Income Tax on Millionaires 
for Electric Cars: Provides funding for 
programs to reduce air pollution and 
prevent wildfires by increasing tax on 
personal income over $2 million. 

Yes: $202,440 from CA 
Environmental Voters Issues Committee 
with major funding from Lyft, Inc, 
$190,000 from CA State Assoc. of 
Electrical Workers and above commit-
tee.  

$36,832,808 from Yes on 30 – Clean 
Air California with major funding from 
Lyft, Inc, International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, with smaller contri-
butions from Zinc Collective, CA 
Electric Transportation Coalition, 
Norman & Lyn Lear, Alan & Cindy 
Horn, Karla Jurvetson, Rocky Mountain 
Institute. 

No: $11,504,943 with major contribu-
tions from venture capital firms includ-
ing Arthur Rock & Co., Mark Heising of 
Medley Partners, Robert Emery of 
Tourmalet Capital, Michael Moritz of 
Sequoia Capital, Netflix CEO Reed 

Hastings, PISCES Inc managing  direc-
tor Robert J. Fisher, Mark Pincus 
founder of ZYNGA, William S. Fisher 
of Manzanita Capital, Bruce Karsh of 
Oaktree Capital Managemennt, LP, 
Benchmark Capital, Sierra Pacific 
Industries, Catherine Dean of Govern 
California;   Alphabet, CA Business 
Rountable PAC, numerous venture capi-
tal and investor groups and their CEOs 
and employees (Prime Group, Thoma 
Bravo, Spear Street Capital,  Iconiq 
Capital, MRB Capital,LLC , Bluebird 
Ventures,  OEL Ventures, Adelize 
Holdings, American Pacific Group, 
Sebastes Capital Management, 
Francisco Partners, Sage Group LLC, 
Bellco Capital), and individuals 
Leonard G. Baker, Jr, William H. 
Younger, Sr, Mary Jo & Richard 
Kovacevich, Russell Goldsmith, Louise 
Muhlfeld. 

$500,000: CA Teachers Assoc PAC 
and CA Federation of Teachers COPE 
Ballot Committee. 

Prop 31: Yes or No to Banning 
Flavored Tobacco Products. 

Yes: $3,572,836: major funding from 
Michael J. Bloomberg and Kaiser 
Foundation; American Heart Assoc, CA 
Teachers Assoc. PAC, American Cancer 
Society Action  Network, SEIU CA 
State Issues Committee, American Lung 
Assoc. CA Dental Assoc. 

No: $16,253,674: funded entirely by 
RJ Reynolds Tobacco Company and 
Affiliates and Phillip Morris USA Inc & 
Affiliates under the committee name 
“Californians Against Prohibition.” 

 
More non-partisan information  
about all Propositions including  
explanations of the initiatives  
on your ballot is available at   

www.votersedge.org

California State Assembly 
Redistricting has also split Fullerton into two State Assembly districts: 67 

(South and west) and 59 (northeast). Democrat Sharon Quirk-Silva is running 
against Republican Soo Yoo for District 67. Republican Phillip Chen is run-
ning against Independent Leon Sit for District 59. To look up campaign 
finance visit the California Secretary of State: cal-access.sos.ca.gov  

Follow the Money Behind the Candidates  
(late filings)

Fullerton City Council District 5
•OSCAR VALADEZ has raised $34,045 (including a $12,000 loan from self) to date. 
Late filing received $2000 from Mario Valadez, $2,000 from Freydel Bushala, and 
$4,900 from George Bushala (Bushala Brothers Inc).  
•AHMAD ZAHRA has raised $56,316 to date. Late filing received $4,900 from 
Fullerton Firefighters Association PAC and $1,900 from Orange County Employees 
Association.

Fullerton City Council District 3
•SHANA CHARLES has raised $19,872 to date. Late filing received $1,000 from 
Orange County Employees Association PAC. 
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Fullerton School Board Election Forum REPORT BY VIVIEN MORENO   
The Fullerton Collaborative hosted a school board forum with candidates from FSD (Fullerton School District K-8) and FJUHSD (Fullerton Joint 

Union High School District) on October 10. The Fullerton Collaborative is formed of many charitable organizations like JOYA Scholars, OC United, 
and Pathways of Hope that serve Fullerton’s families and children. High school district area 4 candidates Lauren Klatzker (incumbent) and Matthew 
Van Hook, and elementary district area 4 candidates Ruthi Hanchett, Lisa Wozab, and Rudy Garcia participated in answering questions.  

How would you address the 30% 
increase in youth reported anxiety 
and depression leading to hospital-
ization and mental health issues as 

well as opioid use and overdoses 
from drugs like Fentanyl? What do 

you see as each school district’s 
biggest challenge?  

• Lisa Wozab, FSD spoke about the 
many mental health services, like Care 
Solace available through FSD and 
pledged to continue to support and 
expand on such programs.  

Wozab supports students returning to 
campus while combatting trauma and 
aggressive student behavior that has 
popped up in classrooms with the return 
to in-person education. She supports 
ongoing funding for useful programs 
that started with one time state and fed-
eral learning recovery money. 

• Rudy Garcia, FSD addressed 
mental health issues with no cost meth-
ods to get kids to share their feelings, set 
kids up with mentors and to support 
them journaling. 

Garcia recited a list of school district 
challenges including childhood obesity, 
low-income inequality, safety, teaching 
Common Core subject matter, and 
addressing teachers being underpaid 
because of inadequate government fund-
ing.  

• Ruthi Hanchett, FSD wants to 
make Narcan available at all school 
locations and get information concern-
ing Fentanyl and its risks out to parents 
and families. She supports fully funding 
additional professional development for 
teachers in trauma informed teaching 
methods.  

She believes that one of the biggest 
challenges is safety. She supports stu-
dent and parent safety training concern-
ing on-line sexual exploitation issues 
and gun safety in our schools as well as 
supporting teachers. 

• Lauren Klatzker, FJUHSD list-
ed many mental health services the dis-
trict now offers students and their fami-
lies including the wellness centers now 
available at two FJUHSD school sites 
that work with many of the collaborative 
entities to provide high school families 
with resources.  

Klatzker sees the biggest challenge as 
providing students various forms of sup-
port to overcome the trauma and stress 
that distance learning imposed on them. 
She referred to intervention programs 
outlined in the district LCAP (Local 
Control Accountability Plan) which she 
invited collaborative partners to partici-
pate in this next year. She supports on 
going two-way communication between 
the elementary feeder districts and 
FJUHSD and between local colleges to 
provide long term support for student 
success. 

• Matthew Van Hook, FJUHSD 
emphasized that the acknowledged men-
tal health issues are just the “tip of the 
iceberg” and district’s need to be proac-
tive to combat drug issues and mental 
health services to get kids plugged into 
the services they need. 

Van Hook said the biggest challenge 
for school districts is to address learning 
loss experienced from distance learning 
and raising plummeting test scores. 
(FJUHSD 20/21 CAASPP scores were 
up by over 5% in both English 
Language Arts and mathematics in all 

comprehensive high schools and the 
21/22 test scores have not been released 
yet.) He also supports expanded Career 
Technical Education (CTE)  opportuni-
ties and civic education for all students.  

How would you address the ongo-
ing achievement gap in early child-
hood literacy in the Fullerton com-
munity? How do you support com-

munication between elementary 
and high school districts?  

• Hanchett, FSD supports 
Transitional Kindergarten (TK) current-
ly offered at every FSD school site and 
wants to increase preschool access for 
younger siblings by funding transporta-
tion and family outreach. 

Hanchett believes that communication 
between city government, community 
partners, and the school districts can 
solve many of the issues facing school 
safety and improve student outcomes. 

• Wozab, FSD has worked with 
“Help Me Grow” and other head start 
programs and believes in more focused 
communication with low income and 
diverse families to share the benefits of 
TK and other early childhood programs. 

• Rudy Garcia, FSD believes that 
education starts at home and will sup-
port funding parent education on litera-
cy. He thinks the district needs to make 
a greater communication effort about 
FSD’s various programs to families with 
preschool and TK age children. 

Garcia advocates for more parents 
attending the board meetings and other 
ways to come together as a community. 
He believes the district should not wait 
for the parents to get involved, but 
should reach out to them first. 

• Klatzker, FJUHSD said early 
childhood literacy impacts high school 
and she supports research-based, early 
intervention programs to help students 
make accelerated gains to literacy. 

Klatzker supports articulation (com-
munication) with community members 
including families. FJUHSD is working 
to expand family engagement resources 
available on school sites. 

• Van Hook,  FJUHSD supports 
head start programs for early child liter-
acy development, stating, “reading and 
language are the door to liberty”. 

Van Hook wants to support greater 
communication by returning to a closer 
student: teacher ratio in classrooms and 
welcomes adult volunteers into the 
school to provide afterschool mentoring 
and tutoring programs.  

Both FSD and FJUHSD have seen 
an increase in the Low-income stu-

dent population during the past 
two years. How are you planning 

to address this issue?  
• Hanchett, FSD said, “Childhood 

poverty cannot be solved by education 
alone, but schools can be the hub to 
access family and child services.” She 
believes that Fullerton’s diverse student 
population brings greater acceptance 
and that when we all support and care 
about each other we become a stronger 
community. 

• Wozab, FSD said her experience 
working with foster youth and children 
faced with housing issues has her sup-
porting new community school loca-
tions like Nicolas Junior High, which 
provide wrap around services support-

ing the “whole child.” School districts 
need to reach out to DELAC (District 
English Language Advisory 
Committees) and other parent groups to 
create directed support programs like 
the new after school program, “Encore.” 

• Garcia, FSD supports opportuni-
ties to allow parents with below average 
paying jobs, or between jobs to gain bet-
ter paying employment to start combat-
ting poverty. 

• Klatzker, FJUHSD said that edu-
cation is one key to solving generational 
poverty. She supports the state funded 
program to feed all students, and to 
share information and ways to access 
additional resources for families in need. 
The district now helps all students to fill 
out the federal form for higher education 
aid (FAFSA) and provides support for 
low-income students to pay for 
Advanced Placement and PSAT and 
SAT testing fees. 

• Van Hook, FJUHSD said the dis-
trict’s students are paying for the “tragic 
failure of the state’s education policies.” 
He supports meal programs for students 
in need, and will look into the gradua-
tion of students who are just pushed 
through the schools.  

What solutions are you offering to 
combat childhood obesity?  

• Wozab, FSD wants to involve fam-
ilies in discussions about nutrition and 
health. She supports student sport partic-
ipation and partnerships with the YMCA 
and FSD’s afterschool programs. 

• Garcia, FSD believes that many 
students are not learning about healthy 
eating habits at home. Students lack 
parental encouragement for them to eat 
healthier at school and the board needs 
to support parent education about 
healthier eating habits so that the stu-
dents will stop throwing away so much 
food at school. 

• Hanchett, FSD supports fresher 
and less processed school lunches, and 
wants to support programs where stu-

dents can learn about healthier nutrition 
habits at school. 

• Klatzker, FJUHSD said all high 
school students get nutrition as part of 
the health class they take online. The 
district requires all students to have two 
years of PE. She supports partnerships 
between the FJUHSD agriculture depts. 
and food banks to offer fresh vegetable 
and fruit choices to help offset food 
desert situations in some of the commu-
nity areas. 

• Van Hook, FJUHSD will support 
PE coaches in the schools and programs 
that will have students making hard but 
healthy decisions for their bodies.      

How will you commit to partnering 
with the Fullerton Collaborative?  
• Hanchett, FSD strongly believes a 

school district needs to listen, share, and 
work with Fullerton Collaborative part-
ners to create a holistically healthy and 
safe community for all families and chil-
dren. 

• Wozab, FSD is a longtime member 
of collaborative organizations and sup-
ports all the various resources available 
to help support children and their fami-
lies to become successful. She wants to 
supplement teacher professional devel-
opment with a speaker series to inform 
teachers about all the various services 
available through the Collaborative. 

• Garcia, FSD wishes to collaborate 
with the city entities and nonprofits of 
the community. 

• Van Hook, FJUHSD commended 
programs like United Kids Solful, a free 
summer day camp that keeps low-
income students (grades 1-8) learning 
all summer. 

• Klatzker, FJUHSD is proud of the 
ongoing and healthy relationship the 
district has with the Collaborative at 
present. She feels that this strong rela-
tionship has increased the ability to 
serve families and students who need 
supportive supplemental resources.

Fullerton School District
•LISA WOZAB has raised $6,769 (including a $400 loan from self) to date. 
Late filing received $1,869 from Marsha Granese, $1000 from Michael 
Sugarman, and $1,000 from Leland Wilson.

Fullerton Joint Union High School District
•LAUREN KLATZKER has raised $43,232 to date. Late filing received 
$18,000 from Fullerton Secondary Teachers Organization PAC and $2,000 from 
Cuc Ho.

Follow the Money  
Behind the Candidates (late filings)

For more  on school board candidate campaign financial disclosures go to 
ocvote.gov or directly to public.netfile.com/pub2/?AID=coc

FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT AREA 4 
child advocate, educator, parent, and endorsed by  

THE FULLERTON ELEMENTARY TEACHERS ASSOCIATION  
www.ruthihanchett.com



Produced by directors Ryan Murphy 
and Ian Brennan, the Sept 21 series, 
Monster: The Jeffrey Dahmer Story 
stands as one of the highest streamed 
Netflix television shows, garnering 
nearly 200 million hours of views within 
the first week of its release.  

Based on the notorious American seri-
al killer, Jeffrey Dahmer who murdered 
17 men and boys — particularly those 
who were part of communities of color 
or those who identified as LGBTQ — 
the show reveals a scripted take on 
Dahmer’s crimes. However, as memo-
rable as it is, the production contains 
some serious and striking flaws that 
must be addressed.  

Family members of Dahmer’s victims 
recently disclosed that they were not 
consulted or informed of the series prior 
to its release. With little focus centered 
on the perspective of the victims and 
their families, these individuals are 
forced to relive their trauma. This is 
proof of Netflix’s faulty storytelling and 
a stark lack of consideration for victims 
and their families.  

As a viewer of the series myself, I also 
find it extremely unsettling that some 

particularly deranged fans are romanti-
cizing Dahmer and his crimes. Keep in 
mind that although dramatized, these are 
real victims and real stories. Audience 
members have a moral obligation to 
react and respond to this show with 
irrefutable respect toward the victims 
and their relatives. TikTok fan edits and 
fan accounts glorifying the serial killer, 
however, is an act of outright mockery 
of the victims.  

Do I find it necessary that Dahmer’s 
crimes as well as the police officers’ 
faults be exposed? Absolutely.  

Do I believe that Netflix and the 
series’ producers handled this case 
appropriately? Absolutely not.  

The controversy surrounding the 
recent series calls for a reform of the 
entertainment industry. It’s time the 
media puts an end to capitalizing off of 
heinous felonies for monetary and enter-
tainment purposes. 

From cover to cover, Bliss 
Montage starts off with a bang 
and never stops. You are presented 
with a collection of eight stories, 
each a world within itself.  

The stories cover a wide range 
of topics, from abuse to childhood 
friendship to Asian-Americanism, 
with a precise hand. Each theme is 
carefully and intricately built into 
the stories until the same thread is 
woven through each one. I was 
disconcerted by every single story 
in this book because the way each 
one seamlessly fused reality and 
fantasy was absolutely unreal. 
They root out the tenuous similar-
ities between two worlds and exist on the thin line between universes, between 
intention and accident, between the many identities we are capable of shifting into.  

Each narrative was written in a detached, almost claustrophobic, tone: a state of 
perpetual and cold disregard, but Ling Ma managed to make some emotion bleed 
through. My only problem was that this tended to blend the characters together in 
my head because of their lack of expression and monotone voice. Because of this, I 
think it is best to read this in slices at a time rather than all in one sitting to allow its 
themes to fully unfurl and maximize their impact. 

Overall, I found this collection a fascinating exploration of the parallels between 
fantasy and reality and the many ways in which we are intertwined.
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FEATURED PET & ENDANGERED ANIMAL 
 by Rosie, 5th grade

A Real Life 
Nightmare

Meet Onyx

Viewpoint by Irene, 11th gradeBook Review by Katie, 11th grade

ANIMAL ID#: A1732502

Thinking Beyond Ourselves  
by Mateo, 9th grade

Hurricane Relief:  
Opportunities to Help

Bliss Montage: Stories 
by Ling Ma, 228 pages 

Award-Winning Author 

“To live is to exist within time. To remember is to negate time." 

Onyx is a healthy, 
strong pit bull. He 

arrived over a year ago when a few field 
agents discovered him wandering 
around, lonely and frightened. Onyx, 
besides being a little dirty, was happy to 
be in the OC Animal Care’s comfort. He 
began socializing with other dogs as 
soon as he stepped into the shelter. Onyx 
is always widely grinning and loves 
treats and playing fetch with humans. 
Bring out a tennis ball and you are in 
trouble. You have to play it all day long. He loves it that much.  

Onyx was featured by the Anaheim Ducks this past year due to his cheerful, go-
lucky personality and deviously hilarious grin. Onyx does well with other dogs and 
would appreciate another bouncy dog as a sibling. Due to his size and strength, 
Onyx is sniffing for a home with children fifteen or older.

Q: What kind of wolf is endangered? 
A: The maned wolf, also known by its scientific 
name, chrysocyon brachyurus. Chrysocyon 
means ‘golden dog.’ It looks more like a fox 
than a wolf, but studies show that it is neither 
fox nor wolf. Joshua Hawkins, Science and 
Tech freelance writer, states that the “maned 
wolf is a strange cross between a fox and a deer, 
and you’ve never seen anything like it.” It is a 
large canid native to South America. The maned 
wolf is being kept in captivity and can be found 
in zoos. The World Wildlife Fund is helping 
conserve land for the maned wolf. This is due to 
loss of habitat, the introduction of certain dis-
eases, and a belief that its organs contain heal-
ing power. (Pop Quiz: What other endangered 
mammal has been poached for its supposed 
magical powers? Answer: Rhinos! They’re 
hunted for their horns.) The maned wolf eats 
rabbits, birds, other small rodents, fish, wolf 
apples, and even sugar canes. FUN FACT: Their 
long legs is a trait that allows them to see above 
the tall grass in their habitat.

We are finally beginning to settle com-
fortably into the fall season, which in 
our area is quite a relief. Less heat, 
warm-colored leaves, and cooler air are 
all things that most people in California 
would consider signs of much-needed 
tranquility after a hectic summer full of 
heatwaves. However, for the Americans 
on the east coast, things may not be as 
calm. To them, the fall months mean 
hurricanes.  

The Atlantic hurricane season is cur-
rently at full throttle after a rather slow 
start. These large, stormy juggernauts 
are beginning to pop up all over North 
America. Some of the more notable ones 
this season include Fiona, Orlene, and 
Ian, with the latter boasting wind speed 
of 155 miles per hour as it struck the 
coast of Florida, making it one of the 
strongest hurricanes to smash through 
the U.S.  

A hurricane even came close to 
Fullerton one day, bringing abnormally 
strong winds and sprinkles of rain to a 
rather crazy week that saw the tempera-
ture rise to the high 90s. Although they 
do not last too long, only existing for a 
few days on average, they can leave a 
life-threatening impact on the affected 
areas. The biggest ones can cause bil-
lions of dollars in damage, leave mil-
lions temporarily homeless, and com-
pletely cut off power and other impor-
tant services, especially in highly-popu-
lated areas such as Florida. Hurricane 
Ian is projected to cost around $75 bil-
lion in damage at the time of writing 
this, which will be absolutely devastat-
ing to the people affected. However, 
there are many ways that we can aid the 
effort to provide relief and assistance to 
survivors, even from across the country. 

One way we can support hurricane 

relief is by donating to charities and 
groups who are actively assisting vic-
tims. The American Red Cross, just one 
of the many non-profit organizations 
known for their courageous efforts to 
provide disaster relief to affected areas, 
strives to provide as much assistance as 
they can whenever a major predicament 
arises.  

A large group of volunteers and donors 
band together to offer whatever means 
of security, protection, and safety to peo-
ple in need. If you donate just a few dol-
lars, they will make sure that your hard-
earned cash is put to good use. The Red 
Cross offers food, shelter, medical care, 
and other important amenities and 
necessities to people who have been 
greatly affected by hurricanes and other 
natural disasters using your generous 
donations, so it is very possible that you 
can help save someone’s life. 

You can also join the effort by spread-
ing the word to your community. If you 
are an artsy person, feel free to create 
colorful signs and vibrant posters to post 
around Fullerton to inform others about 
the harrowing reality of these massive 
hurricanes.  

If technology is more of your jam, 

make a video or infographic explaining 
how beneficial donations are to the relief 
effort and upload it to social media. 
Bring some of your closest friends into 
the project if you wish to make it more 
enjoyable. All of these various mediums 
are great ways to spread awareness to 
these monstrous hurricanes. 

Finally, you can take it to the next 
level by directing, leading, or participat-
ing in a community event. Each year, 
many local schools and organizations 
host food drives, clothing drives, and 
other charitable events to not only gather 
materials to send off to affected areas 
but also to raise awareness for hurri-
canes and other disasters and issues.  

For parents with teens, if your kids are 
looking for ways to rack up some com-
munity service hours, this is a great  
opportunity. Feel free to locate one of 
these events around your community 
and participate in it, or start one up with 
some friends. If you have a few bucks to 
spare or a bit of free time on your hands, 
please consider joining the hurricane 
relief effort and potentially change 
someone’s life in the process. 

For more information go to:  
redcross.org



THEATER PERFORMANCES
THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  

through OCT 22  
• Merrily We Roll Along: Little 
Theatre: chronicles the highs and lows 
of wealthy composer Franklin Shepard 
and his two estranged friends, a theatre 
critic and a playwright, over the span of 
two decades.  800 N State College Blvd, 
Fullerton.  $24 (657) 278-3371  

pac-boxoffice@fullerton.edu  
THURS, FRI, SAT 

through OCTOBER 23 
• Avenue Q: The GEM Theatre: 
Avenue Q is the laugh-out-loud musical 
that tells the timeless story of a bright-
eyed college grad named Princeton. Not 
for young children. The GEM is fully 
accessible and ADA compliant.  
12852 Main St, Garden Grove  
www.thegemoc.com  

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  
through OCTOBER 30 

• The Night of the Living Dead: 
Maverick Theater: A group of pan-
icked survivors are barricaded in a 
deserted farmhouse while a horde of 
flesh-eating zombies hovers outside 
their door. This is a one of a kind expe-
rience, perfect for the Halloween sea-
son. 110 E Walnut Ave, unit B, Fullerton 
(714) 526-7070   mavericktheater.com  

FRI, SAT, SUN  
OCT 21 through OCTOBER 30 

• The Real Desperate Zombies:Back to 
the Crypt!: Stage Door Repertory  
Theater: Those Real Desperate 
Zombies are back by popular demand! 
Come and check out their antics in this 
Ridiculously Preposterous Comedy 
Cabaret Musical Revue! 1045 
NArmando St, Ste B - Anaheim Hills,  
(714) 630-7378   stagedoorrep.org 

 
 
 

FRI, SAT, SUN  
OCT 21 through NOV 5 

• Blue Stockings: Hallberg Theatre: 
The empowering story of four young 
women fighting for their right to a uni-
versity education – and fighting against 
sexism – in 19th century England. 800 N 
State College Blvd, Fullerton.  $24 
(657) 278-3371  

pac-boxoffice@fullerton.edu  
THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  

OCT 21 through NOV 5 
• The Laramie Project: Arena Theatre: 
Matthew Shepard's death became a 
national symbol of intolerance, but for 
the people of Laramie the event was 
deeply personal, and it is their voices we 
hear in this stunningly effective theater 
piece. 800 N State College Blvd, 
Fullerton.  $24 (657) 278-3371  

pac-boxoffice@fullerton.edu  
THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  

NOV 4 through NOV 13 
• 26 Pebbles; The Phantom Project 
Theatre: On December 14, 2012, a 20-
year old walked into Sandy Hook 
Elementary School and killed 26 inno-
cent souls before taking his own life. 
These 26 innocent deaths, like pebbles 
thrown into a pond, created ripples and 
vibrations that were felt far beyond the 
initial rings. This is the story of those 
vibrations. 311 S Euclid St, La Habra  
(714) 690-2900 $15 to $30 
https://thephantomprojectstheatre.com  

SUN  
through NOVEMBER 20 

• Funny Bonz, the ‘Humerus’ Solution: 
The Second Story Theatre:  
P3 Theatre Company Presents Funny 
Bonz. at The Second Story Theatre,  
710 Pier Ave, Hermosa Beach 
P 3 T h e a t r e . b i z / F u n n y - B o n z 
714.689.8116   Info@P3Theatre.biz
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TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

Written and directed by David O. 
Russell (American Hustle), Amsterdam 
defies categorizing. Paced and per-
formed as if it were a farce, the plot 
meanders into murder mystery, comedy, 
international thriller, political statement, 
and occasionally romance. Russell’s cre-
dentials as a first-rate director attracted 
an impressive number of first-rate actors 
-- Christian Bale, Margot Robbie, John 
David Washington, Taylor Swift, Rami 
Malek, Anya Taylor-Joy, Zoe Saldana, 
and Robert de Niro—all of whom create 
memorable characters in search of a 
plot. 

Opening in 1933 on the slick streets of 
night-time New York City, we are imme-
diately dealing with two murders—one 
announced by a frantic Liz (Taylor 
Swift), who approaches Dr. Burt 
Berendsen (Bale) and his attorney friend 
Harold Woodman (Washington) to insist 
on an autopsy of her father, who just 
died and she suspects from a slow poi-
soning. Even as the three converse on 
the sidewalk, another woman is pushed 
forcibly in front of a moving car.  We 
now have a second murder as Burt and 
Harold promise to help Liz find the 
cause of her father’s death. We even see 
brief depictions of his autopsy proce-
dure. 

We also learn that Burt and Harold are 
both veterans of the Great War, and had 
met while convalescing from wounds in 
a French military hospital in 1918. A 
long, extended flashback shows us that 
Burt has lost an eye and is now being fit 
for a glass replacement eyeball. Only 
Russell’s screwball sensibility and 
Bale’s willingness to find humor in a 
glass eye that frequently falls out of its 
socket make these scenes amusing. 

Also lightening these 1918 scenes is 
the friendship the two men develop with 
their nurse, Valerie Voze (Robbie), who 
is beautiful, amusing, and iconoclastic. 

She is from a wealthy family and when 
not volunteering to serve as a nurse, she 
is an artist following the tenets of 
Dadaism. When the two men ask Valerie 
what she does with the shrapnel she 
removes from wounded soldiers, she 
shows them several intricate sculptures 
she has created using these fragments. 
After the war is over, the three of them 
celebrate by going to Amsterdam, where 
they kick up their heels and enjoy just 
being alive. 

Russell then returns to 1933 New 
York. We learn that Burt plans a gala 
event each year to honor the veterans 
who served in the Great War. He is in 
search of an inspiring speaker to set the 
tone for this year’s event. However, we 
are in the Great Depression and the 
country has become more political in its 
attitudes. Fascism is spreading in 
Europe. Mussolini has risen to power in 
Italy, and the veterans who marched on 
the White House in 1932 have not 
received the bonuses they wanted. 
Discontent is spreading throughout the 
country. 

At this point, the movie takes on a dif-
ferent mood, changing from madcap to 
serious. Burt locates his speaker in a dis-
tinguished retired General Gil 
Dillenbeck* (a stolid and serious Robert 
de Niro), who addresses the crowd and 
warns them of the encroachment of 
Fascism in America and the need for 
them to protect their democracy. His 
remarks are well received and the movie 
ends on a hopeful note both globally and 
personally as a romance slow in coming 
finally flourishes. 

*Russell tells us that this fictional 
name is a pseudonym for the real 
General Smedley Butler, who did warn 
the nation of destructive forces during 
the Great Depression. 

Amsterdam is currently playing in the-
aters only.

AMSTERDAM: A Hit and a Miss

FOR TICKETS CALL: (562) 944-9801



THROUGH DEC 8 
• M-F: 10am-5pm & Sat-Sun: 
12pm-4pm: Intercultural: 
Intercultural is an award winning 
critically acclaimed art exhibition 
created by Interdisciplinary Artist 
Sheinina Lolita Raj with Sound Art 
collaboration by two time Grammy 
winner Nelly Furtado.   

At The Muckenthaler  
 1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton 
714-738-6595  info@themuck.org
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20 

• 3 to 6pm: Fullerton Senior Club 
Halloween Bash Social Costume con-
test and dancing for seniors. Dance to 
the Five Star Band, door prizes, and 
refreshments. Fullerton Community 
Center 340 W Commonwealth Ave, 
Fullerton $3 members, $5 general. 
• 7:30pm: Peter Brandon One of 
Fullerton’s favorite sons returns to The 
Muck. Peter is a perfect combination of 
country music talent, command of his 
stage, and engaging with his audience. 
Muckenthaler 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton (714) 738-6595  info@the-
muck.org $30 general, $20 student, $15 
member.  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21 
• 5:30pm: HOCUS POCUS Free 
Movie in the Park: movie will begin at 
7 pm. Free parking and free popcorn 
(while supplies last).Carbon Canyon 
Park, 4442 Carbon Canyon Road, Brea.  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27 
• 7pm: 3/4 Time Dueling Pianos: You 
won’t want to miss this musical evening  
of favorite songs accompanied by 
beloved pianists  Jake and Laura while 
we collectively sing our hearts out. You 
can expect an evening full of live enter-
tainment, fabulous fare, and drinks that 
will make you get up and dance!  Join us 
as we raise our voices this Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month at our fifth 
annual 3/4 Time Dueling Pianos Event 
and call for an end to domestic violence 
in our community. $35 each. Register 
online: wtlc.org/duelingpianos22/  

OCTOBER 28 & OCTOBER 29 
• 8pm: HALLOWEEN Costume 
PARTY + costume contest  
Dress up for the best costume and dance 
the night away enjoying the best of 
1980’s music. 
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton. totally80sbar.com 

Fullerton  
Museum Center 

THROUGH DECEMBER 30  
Picturing America’s Pastime: 
The Hall of Fame’s collection of 
approximately 350,000 unique 
images is the world’s premiere 
repository of baseball photographs, 
spanning well over 150 years of the 
sport’s history accompanied by the 
words of those who were there. For 
hours and admission contact: 

Fullerton Museum Center,  
301 N Pomona Ave.  

(714) 738-6545 
fullertonmuseum.com 

Art  
Shows
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VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2022 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBH6THuTKER5TrjoSRjw0ww/videos

Mysterious Tunnels Run Underneath  
FUHS and Fullerton College 

Many residents have wondered about 
the mysterious tunnels that run under-
neath Fullerton College and Fullerton 
Union High School. Water-proofed and 
located roughly eight feet below 
ground-level, the maze-like mainte-
nance tunnels wander for more than two 
miles and wind their way under Lemon 
Street, then toward East Chapman 
Avenue, connecting to the basements of 
the buildings on both sides of the 
Fullerton College Quad, according to 
the original layout plans. With very little 
information available about these vast 
concrete passageways, I decided to dig 
up historical documents at the Fullerton 
Public Library’s Local History Room 
and the Fullerton College Library 
archives to help demystify the history 
behind the tunnels, which many local 
residents and students believe to be 
haunted. 

The original tunnel system was started 
at the high school campus during its 
early years. In 1922, a local contractor 
named Al Stovall signed a contract with 
Fullerton Union High School “to exca-
vate for the boiler room and tunnel for 
80 cents per cubic yard,” according to an 
article published when FUHS celebrated 
its 100th birthday. In 1934, the site on 
the northeast side of Chapman and 
Lemon was bought for the junior col-
lege, and the maintenance tunnels were 
“extended under Lemon and under the 
college buildings.” Debora Richey from 

Fullerton Heritage said via email, 
“Using PWA and WPA funds, starting in 
1935, architect Harry K. Vaughn was 
charged with building service tunnels 
for plant workmen from a powerhouse 
east of Lemon Street to the various 
buildings on the college site.” 

Richey explained that the service tun-
nels (approximately 2,137 feet of cata-
combs) provided protection and accessi-
bility for utility services, such as steam 
lines; hot and cold water mains; gas, air, 
electrical, and sewage lines; and con-
duits for the school's public address sys-
tem and telephone wires. The total cost 
of the project was $37,612, of which the 
Federal government paid $25,214. She 
said that during World War II, adminis-
trators planned to use the tunnels during 
air raids, and during the 1950s, they 
were a civil defense site used to store 
food, water, and other emergency sup-
plies. Interestingly, old photographs 
indicate that packages of survival bis-
cuits (also known as saltine crackers) 
and Defense Department containers for 
storing water were left down in the tun-
nels for years in preparation for a disas-
trous event. From the pictures, it looks 
like there was enough pre-packaged 
food for quite a number of shelter occu-
pants. 

The fear of being bombed concerned 
many at the time, so the tunnels under-
neath the two schools were designed to 
be used as bomb shelters, where rations, 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FULLERTON PUBLIC LIBRARY LOCAL HISTORY ROOM

cots, blankets, and first aid supplies 
were housed in case they needed to be 
used. The supplies stayed down in the 
tunnels until 1983 when the county 
removed them, according to a feature 
article written by Debbi 
Dickinson in an issue of The 
Hornet from 1985. 

I learned from reading doc-
uments kindly provided by 
Cheri Pape, archivist at the 
Fullerton Public Library’s 
Local History Room, that in 
the late 1930s and early 
1940s, the junior college had 
few buildings and no cafete-
ria, so when it rained, the stu-
dents were allowed to walk 
through the tunnels under 
Lemon to buy lunch at the 
high school. 

There were also some 
accounts from graduates at 
the time who remembered 
them as the “horror tunnels” 
because apparently some stu-
dents used to play pranks on 
each other down there. For 
example, during one of the 
high school’s carnivals, stu-
dents borrowed a skeleton 
from the biology department 
and hung it in a dimly lit area to scare 
people. There was also a time when 
“they would also lead other students 
through the main tunnel to a place where 
there was a 1-foot drop,” so that when 
people stepped on the floor where they 

thought there was space, they would fall 
down the hole and land on a mattress, 
according to an article from 1993 by 
Jackie Brown in the Local History 
Room. 

There were many entrances 
to the tunnels that were rela-
tively hidden. Interestingly, 
one article from the early 
nineties reports that former 
Councilman Chris Norby, 
who was a 1968 graduate 
from Fullerton High School 
and student body president 
his senior year, said that he 
“had been through the tunnels 
several times, but didn’t think 
the majority of students had,” 
and that “sometimes, he 
would squeeze under the gate 
that cut off access under 
Lemon.” 

Over time, the underground 
passageways became a con-
cern, and there were structur-
al problems on small sections 
of the tunnel network, so they 
were closed to the public. 
During later renovation proj-
ects, some of the tunnels and 
their entrances were filled in 
with concrete, and wiring and 

plumbing were re-routed. For years, the 
tunnels have also helped a number of 
maintenance workers easily maintain 
utilities, and have become part of the 
lore of both the high school and commu-
nity college.

 
 
 

For example,  
during one  

of the  
high school’s  

carnivals,  
students  
borrowed  
a skeleton  
from the  

biology dept 
 and hung it  
in a dimly  

lit area  
to scare  
people.
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Awareness 
 by Jo Ann Branno   ck, Ph.D. © 2022With the recent return to school, stu-

dents of the Fullerton Joint Union High 
School District voiced their concerns on 
how the heavy returning workload has 
negatively impacted their mental health. 
With the extreme workload that high 
schoolers are required to maintain cou-
pled with specific school regulations 
that tend to work against students 
instead of for them, the amount of stress 
that goes into one day of high school is 
simply too much. 

A survey was conducted in which stu-
dents were asked if they felt that their 
mental health had been negatively 
affected by the recent return to school, 
and a whopping 76.9% of the surveyors 
responded with yes. Junior Ruth 
Downum from Troy High school stated, 
“It is difficult to physically be at school. 
It has…been much harder to take care of 
my basic needs…like eating, drinking, 
and using the bathroom.” 

When asked what schools can do to 
improve mental health among students, 
Downum responded that schools should, 
“not be…so strict about bathroom pass-
es and providing resources to those who 
need help.” Junior Prakruthi Praveen 
from Troy High School also stated that 
in order to increase the positivity sur-
rounding mental health in school, “the 
counselors [should] have to manage 

both career counseling and social emo-
tional health, so employing separate 
counselors for mental health purposes 
can help. Teachers can help students by 
giving out study guides for tests instead 
of leaving them to completely study on 
their own.” 

Although students may feel as if the 
schools aren’t putting in an adequate 
amount of effort into boosting student’s 
mental health, the district has been 
releasing services that do address it. At 
the Troy school site, an outdoor class-
room was implemented, and at La Vista/ 
La Sierra, there has been a new nap 
room. In addition to this, teachers have 
been getting additional training in men-
tal health. Schools have set up a referral 
protocol where they will allow students 
to go to any trusted adult on campus 
who will refer them to the APSS or the 
educational counselor who can deter-
mine where they can find additional help 
for mental health. 

Regardless of whether or not students 
are aware of the different resources that 
are supplied to them regarding mental 
health, there is no doubt that an astound-
ing majority still feel the draining 
impacts of school, and there can be more 
initiatives or awareness spread to try to 
reduce this. 

Effects of School on Mental Health 
by Esha Salman

Smile and the  
whole world smiles  

with you…
There have been many songs written 

about smiling, but have you ever 
thought about what effect smiling might 
have on you and even others?  My niece 
told me that I talk about sad things a lot, 
but that is because psychologists want to 
solve the problems of man/woman kind.  
For my niece, Jen, I decided to write 
about something that makes you want to 
smile. 

Smiling makes you feel better. It 
makes you want to look at the world in 
more positive ways. It is amazing how I 
can relax viewing the waves created on 
my swimming pool by the pool skim-
mer. Or how I feel taking the time to 
watch the behavior of the birds at the 
bird feeder. Or when I am at the mall 
and see friends hugging each other. Or 
seeing the joy on kids’ faces at the park 
on the swings and coming down the 
slide. My grand-nephew, Ronan, waking 
up to get to work on sweeping up the 
leaves on my patio. Just look around 
you for there is so much to appreciate 
and bring a smile to your face. 

There are many advan-
tages to smiling.  Studies have shown 
that getting into the habit of smiling not 
only creates a positive mood but 
increases your lifespan.    Smiling pre-
vents wrinkles on your face and gives 
your skin a glowing and younger look, 
and you might even look thinner. The 
real bonus is that you feel younger. 

You can also “trick” your brain into 
feeling happy. By smiling, the brain 
releases endorphins and reduces cortisol 
levels which neurologically has the 
effect of the person feeling good.  The 
risk of high blood pressure is also 
reduced because stress is lowered.  
There is a boost in your immune system 
and smiling promotes good overall 
health by getting rid of sicknesses and 
diseases. Even a fake smile helps if you 
don’t feel like smiling, and memory can 
be increased as well, so please do not 
frown. 

There was an experiment for increas-
ing sales in Japan.  People held a pencil 
between their teeth with their mouths 
open and their teeth showing. This 
caused them to simulate a smile and 
within about 30 seconds they felt good.  
This is referred to as “facial-feedback.”  
Practicing this they were able to use the 
same muscles without the pencils to 
smile when approaching customers.   

They found that socially smiling 
affects other people because “smiling 
people” are more approachable and 
appear more confident. In addition, 
smiling can be contagious for many peo-
ple return the smile with a smile. So go 
practice your smile and improve your 
life both physically and mentally. And 
yes, meet new friends!

Fullerton School District’s Robert C. 
Fisler School hosted a new administra-
tor training focused on conducting a 
Level 4 Emergency Drill for an earth-
quake on October 7. The drill included 
Fullerton School District (FSD) person-
nel, school site administrators, and the 
City of Fullerton’s Emergency Manager 
in a simulation opening of the 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in 
response to a magnitude 7.8 earthquake. 

The emergency command center simu-

lation included a medical/triage 
response to injured students and staff, 
parent and child reunification, search 
and rescue, and other essential emer-
gency responses needed to support stu-
dents, staff, and families. 

Although the focus of this drill at 
Fisler School was to train new FSD 
administrators, it also served as a kick 
off to the upcoming GREAT SHAKE 
OUT on October 20, 2022 in which the 
entire FSD will be participating.

Fullerton School District  
hosts Level 4 Emergency Drill

Unplugged Thursdays in the Beer Garden
EVERY THURSDAY 4pm-8pm 

Unplug from your work week and enjoy our extended exhibit hours, gift shop, 
food trucks, special programming in the beer garden and more.  

Fullerton Museum Center.  
301 N Pomona Ave.
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To place an obituary, tribute, or ask questions contact:  
ads@fullertonobserver.com  

or PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92832   
•  All obituary & tribute include photo. Prices are: $225 for up to 185 words, 
$420 for up to 375 words, $840 for up to 750 words, $1680 for full page. 
Residents who live in Fullerton at time of death get a $225 discount. 

Elizabeth McLellan Reid Ford 1923 - 2022
Elizabeth McLellan Reid Ford, 

affectionately known as Betty, passed 
away peacefully in her home on 
August 26 at the ripe old age of 99.  

Betty was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland in 1923 to Thomas and 
Elizabeth Young. She had one sibling, 
Thomas. She grew up in the same 
neighborhood as her future husband, 
Charles Ford. Shortly after high 
school, at the onset of WWII, Betty 
enlisted in the Wrens (Women’s Royal 
Naval Service) where she served as a 
telephonist in the tunnels beneath 
London during the Battle of Britain. 
Following the war, Betty and Charles, 
a naval pilot, wed and began a family. 
In 1953, the couple with their three 
children emigrated to New York 
aboard the RMS Sythia.  

They lived in New York for five 
years, enjoying yearly month long 
camping vacations in Nova Scotia 
before traveling to Fullerton, 
California in their DeSoto with their 
now four children. They rented a 
house on Oak Avenue for about a year 
before buying the house next door – 
the shortest flitting ever! The couple 
had their fifth child here and spent the 
rest of their lives in this home. Charles 
passed away about 10 years ago and 
Betty lived independently in the same 
home until just before her death. 

Betty kept herself busy throughout 

her life. She was very active in the 
PTA, Little League, Pop Warner, and 
Highland Dancing Association just to 
mention a few of her activities. When 
all of her children were grown, she  
went to work for TRW for several 
years. She always loved the outdoors 
and her camping and fishing activities 
extended into her old age. She also 
enjoyed frequent getaways to Vegas, 
but the favorite activity of her life was 
dancing, at which she was expert. In 
her later years, she loved going to 
water aerobics and balance classes at 
the YMCA. She was religious about 
attending her exercise classes. As a 
matter of fact, until about a month 
before her death she would drive her-
self to the senior center twice a week 
for exercise class.  She cherished the 
friends she met through these classes. 

Betty was a very kind, honest, and 
straightforward person. She was not 
shy about voicing her opinions and 
was eager to stand up for what she felt 
was morally right; a true lady.  

Betty is survived by her five chil-
dren: Avril, Lesley, Scott, Ian and 
Bonnie, six grandchildren, and 12 
great-grandchildren. 

Thank you to all who joined us in 
the Celebration of Life held at 
Wilshire Avenue Community Church 
in Fullerton on October 13, 2022. 

Our Brothers and Sisters who died here in OC 
“Without Fixed Abode” (Homeless)  

during the Month of September 2022  
(source: OC Coroner’s Office) 

 
Chris VILLALOBOS SR. died on Sept 1st in Orange 

Robert WHORTON died on Sept 3rd in Huntington Beach 
Joel WORTH died on Sept 4th in Newport Beach 
Billy CARR JR. died on Sept 4th in Los Alamitos 
Jason LONG died on Sept 4th in Newport Beach 
Scott ROBINSON died on Sept 7th in Dana Point 
Bradford ALLEN died on Sept 7th in Anaheim 

Gary WARBRICK JR. died on Sept 7th in Fountain Valley 
Roger HANKINS died on Sept 8th in Orange 

Mark RUBIDOUX died on Sept 9th in Anaheim 
Anthony CORDOVA JR. died on Sept 9th in Santa Ana 

Austin DEROBERTIS died on Sept 10th in Placentia 
Kay REEVES died on Sept 11th in Garden Grove 

James HELMS died on Sept 13th in Garden Grove 
Steven BLOOM died on Sept 13th in Fountain Valley 

Daniel DUBOIS died on Sept 14th in Placentia 
Jeanette BREAUX died on Sept 14th in Los Alamitos 
Louis ORNELAS died on Sept 14th in Newport Beach 

Scott BEST died on Sept 14th in Huntington Beach 
Tyler ANDREWS died on Sept 14th in Irvine 

Jesus ROSAS PAQUE died on Sept 14th in Anaheim 
Denis WINSBY died on Sept 14th in San Juan Capistrano 

Hilda SARAVIA-LINARES died on Sept 16th in San Juan Capistrano 
Moises MEJIA died on Sept 16th in Santa Ana 

Jack WILLIAMS, JR. died on Sept 16th in Orange 
Juan REYES died on Sept 16th in Anaheim 

Channing CARDEN died on Sept 17th in Garden Grove 
Michael DATUIN died on Sept 18th in San Juan Capistrano 
Raul MOLINA GARCIA died on Sept 19th in Santa Ana 

Jennifer SPEER died on Sept 19th in Orange 
Michael BARILLA died on Sept 21st in Huntington Beach 

Irene VASQUEZ died on Sept 21st in Anaheim 
Daniella MIELE died on Sept 22nd in Fountain Valley 

Kyle DINSMORE died on Sept 23rd in Anaheim 
Deborah HOLMES died on Sept 23rd in Costa Mesa 

Skyler COOPER died on Sept 23rd in Huntington Beach 
Norman DOIRON died on Sept 26th in Newport Beach 

Amber GARCIA died on Sept 27th in Garden Grove 
Rigoberto RAMOS died on Sept 27th in Laguna Hills 

John MILLON died on Sept 28th in Anaheim 
Margarita LUNA died on Sept 29th in Santa Ana 

Armando ESTRADA-URCINO died on Sept 29th in San Juan Capistrano 
May they rest in peace.

Leland Gregg Smith 1941 - 2022

It is with great sadness 
that we announce the 
passing of our beloved 
Leland Gregg Smith on 
October 8, 2022. He 
fought the good fight for 
about 8 months against a 
rare autoimmune disease 
called Bullous 
Pemphigoid.   

He was born and raised in Canon 
City, CO where he graduated from 
High School in 1959. He went to 
Pueblo College where he received an 
Associate in Arts degree in 1961. 
While there, Gregg played basketball 
and was a valued 1st string member 
of the National Junior College 
Basketball Championship Team. He 
continued his education at Colorado 
College in Colorado Springs where 
he received his Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in 1964.   

He moved to California where he 
taught Junior High and continued his 
education getting a Masters’ Degree 
in Education Administration. He 
served as Assistant Principal and later 
an Elementary School Principal in the 
Magnolia and Fullerton Elementary 

School Districts.     
He was an avid reader of 

James Patterson and would 
often catch the early scary 
shows at the theater. After 
retiring from the schools, 
he became a dedicated 
golfer and could be found 
almost daily early in the 

morning on the links with his very 
good friends. 

 We will be honoring his life and his 
commitment to his family, friends, 
co-workers, and students at a closed 
casket viewing on Friday, October 
21st at 3:00 pm at McAulay and 
Wallace Funeral Home located at 902 
N. Harbor Blvd. in Fullerton. Funeral 
services will be held on Saturday, 
October 22nd at 11:00 at the Brea 
United Methodist Church located at 
480 N. State College Blvd.    

In lieu of flowers, you may choose 
to make a donation to an organization 
of your choice that services the needs 
of children and youth in their educa-
tion and their lives. Thank you in 
advance for your prayers, your friend-
ship, and your love over all these 
years. 
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ANSWER KEY TO PUZZLE "NEVERTHELESS..." on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS Send classified ads to 
ads@fullertonobserver.com: The Fullerton Observer provides space for 
NEIGHBORS to advertise. To participate you must have a local phone num-
ber and be offering an item for sale, garage sales, reunions, home-based busi-
nesses or services, place to rent or buy, or help wanted, etc. Contractors must 
provide valid license. Editor reserves right to reject any ad. Sorry, we do not 
accept date ads, get rich schemes or financial ads of any sort. Call 714-525-
6402 for details. $10 for 50 words or less per issue. Payment is by checks 
only. Items to give away for free and lost and found item listings are printed 
for free as space allows. The Observer assumes no liability for ads placed 
here. However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a service, 
please let us know 714-525-6402 or ads@fullertonobserver.com

Not interested in writing, but want to be an Observer? You can volun-
teer. Every 2 weeks we need a proof reader for the entire paper 
overview, Distribution, podcast website manager,  sales and networking, 
or help out on the podcast & broadcast Observing Fullerton.  

Those interested can apply at: www.fullertonobserver.com  
or email us at ADS@fullertonobserver.com

Stories wanted:  
disastrous divorces, especially custody, especially with court-appoint-
ed evaluators, for a new family law book.   
Email: jak@judithkaluzny.com or write to: Judith A. Kaluzny,  

149 W Whiting Ave, Fullerton, California 92832

Observer Volunteers Wanted

 
We will accept bulky items such as mattresses, chairs, sofas, tables, desks, 

children's toys and excess green waste. 
We will not accept hazardous waste, e-waste or anything with a circuit board. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22  •  9 A.M. – 12 NOON 
(Or until intake capacity is reached) 

Fullerton Park and Ride 3000 West Orangethorpe Avenue  (Lots 9 & 10) 
Fullerton RSVP and for more information, call Sharon Quirk-Silva’s  

District Office at (714) 525-6515.

Dump Day

Mechanical  
Repair Shop  

For Rent 
 

537 West Valencia Dr. 
Unit B, Fullerton 

 
Contact: 

714.824.2866 
714.457.6262 

Former President Subpoenaed  
The bipartisan House Select Committee to Investigate the January 6 Attack on the 

US Capitol Complex voted unanimously to subpoena former president Trump to 
testify under oath about his actions and inactions during the violent riot. During the 
final October 13, 2022 hearing, a summary of new and previously presented evi-
dence was presented clearly showing the former president’s involvement. The vast 
majority of witnesses testifying during the investigation which began in July 2021 
were Republicans, including Trump appointees, aides, advisors, and his own adult 
children.  

Video of the October 13, 2022 hearing can be found  
on YouTube or to view without advertisements or pundits visit: 

https://www.democracynow.org/live/watch_new_hearing_of_the_house

Segments of 2 north OC routes will be saved due to public outcry and the advo-
cacy of Fullerton Mayor Fred Jung who sits on the OCTA board. The final vote will 
be 9am Monday, October 24 at OCTA HQ at 550 S. Main Street, Orange, CA, 
92868. The public may attend the board meeting or e-mail comments by 5pm, 
Friday October 21. Real-time remote public comment by phone or Zoom is not 
available. 

Discussion will also occur during public comment at Fullerton Active 
Transportation Committee at 5pm, Wednesday October 19th, Fullerton City Council 
Chambers. 

Transit Advocates of OC: TAOC@earthlink.net or call (714) 525-3678 (no texts).  

OCTA to cut less services  
than initially proposed on October 24

Saved Routes: 
– 37 (Euclid) – Route will remain. 
– 123 (Chapman/Malvern) route will 

remain, except replaced by 71 east of 
CSUF. 

– 143 (North Harbor/Brea) -Existing 
alignment restored. 

Continued route eliminations and 
reductions include: 

– 29/129 (Beach) – Half hourly serv-
ice restored on replacement of 29 by 129 
on Beach north of Artesia, but still 
reduced to ending at 8pm instead of cur-

rent 1am. 
– 35 (Brookhurst) - Discontinued serv-

ice to, from, and on Commonwealth. 
– 43 (Harbor) – Will still terminate at 

Fullerton Transportation Center rather 
than North Court, removing most south-
bound service from Fullerton College. 
Riders to use less frequent 143. 

– 153 (Associated) –Elimination of 
entire route includes removal of service 
on Associated Rd., and on Placentia 
Ave. between Nutwood and State 
College.



I recently read in the Fullerton 
Observer newspaper that after 45 years 
the Fullerton Arboretum is charging for 
parking in the dirt parking lot in front of 
the arboretum. 

Having been born, educated, and lived 
in Fullerton for most of my life, having 
visited the Fullerton Arboretum many 
times over the years, and as an active 
paying Arboretum member, I was dis-
heartened and upset that people will now 
have to pay for parking when visiting 
our beloved Arboretum. 

There was an article in the CSUF stu-
dent newspaper The Daily Titan from 
September 19 that also discussed the 
new Arboretum parking fee and how it 
has negatively impacted attendance, 
donations, employees, and visitors and 
includes relevant quotes from staff and 
the Fullerton Arboretum director, 
Gregory Dyment. 

I would like to summarize the facts to 
you about the new parking fee that can 
be found in these articles. I am also 
including some additional information I 
have collected and some observations 
below: 

1. For the past 45 years, ever since 
the Fullerton Arboretum opened its 
gates to the public in 1977, they have 
charged NO admission fee and NO 
parking fee for parking in the dirt park-
ing lot in front of the Arboretum. They 
have suggested visitors leave a donation, 
but this was not mandatory. Any child, 
student, or adult who lived in or outside 
of Fullerton had FREE access and need 
pay nothing to visit and enjoy the 
Arboretum. It was a shared community 
“commons” green space that ALL peo-
ple rich and poor could enjoy. It was free 
to all for sunshine, fresh air, communing 
with nature, and to educate ourselves 
about plants, ecology, and the environ-
ment. 

2. What has changed and why is a 
parking fee now being charged?  

“Since 1976, the Fullerton Arboretum 
had been run by the Fullerton 
Arboretum Authority. This was an 
agreement between the city of Fullerton 
and the Cal State University Trustees to 
grant the Arboretum Authority use of 
university-owned land as an arboretum. 
The Authority ended Dec. 3, 2020, 
which placed the Arboretum back into 
the hands of the CSU, as they no longer 
receive funding from the city of 
Fullerton.” -Daily Titan 

The  “Fullerton Arboretum Authority” 
that began 46 years ago in 1976 has now 
ended. The City of Fullerton now has no 
power or say in the Arboretum’s opera-
tion. It is now fully under CSUF’s con-
trol and Fullerton community interests 
and residents’ wellbeing no longer need 
be considered. With the recent post-

COVID reopening of CSUF it appears 
the University is looking for additional 
revenue sources.  

The “Master Plan” has a stated objec-
tive of “Maintenance of the Arboretum’s 
public accessibility so that it may be 
enjoyed by many and future generations 
to come.”  

With the addition of the new parking 
fee, that goal is now obviously a fiction. 

3. The new parking fee at the 
Arboretum dirt lot is $4 an hour. 
Maximum time is for 2 hours and can 
only be paid by using a smart phone 
application called ParkMobile. The 
University uses it in several visitor park-
ing areas but not in its main student lots 
or parking structures where daily park-
ing costs $8. 

The ParkMobile application must be 
downloaded to a smart phone, you must 
create an account, provide personal and 
billing information for charging a credit 
card or other payment method such as 
PayPal. You must pay in hourly incre-
ments. 

I have rarely spent less than an hour at 
the arboretum so I believe most people 
will need to pay at least $8 for parking. 

What if you are low income, don’t 
have a cell phone, much less a smart 
phone, don’t have a credit card or 
PayPal? You are out of luck! You can’t 
pay at the Arboretum or use cash. 

I see the mandatory use of ParkMobile 
as discriminatory to people who do not 
own an expensive smartphone. It is also 
discriminates against low income, elder-
ly, handicapped and non-English speak-
ing people and clearly limits their acces-
sibility to the Arboretum.  

Lastly, forcing low income, senior, and 
handicapped people to pay for parking 
access to the Arboretum is not fair in my 
opinion. 

In addition, if someone fails to pay, 
pays improperly, uses the ParkMobile 
application incorrectly, or parks over the 
time they paid for, they could be subject 
to a citation by the CSUF campus park-
ing patrol. The current cost for a parking 
violation is $80! 

Is that fair or reasonable for someone 
visiting the Arboretum? 

4. What are the other options? 
Their really are none. The campus has 

no readily accessible free parking or sur-
rounding neighborhood parking avail-
able for people wanting to visit the 
Arboretum. Even if there were some 
spots, they would most likely already be 
taken up by students. 

For the disabled, infirmed, young chil-
dren, or the elderly, access by walking to 
the Arboretum is not feasible. 

There is no parking fee at the 
University on Fridays after 5pm or on 
the weekends so expect the Arboretum 

which is already crowded on the week-
ends to now be even more crowded then. 

5. The new parking fees do not go to 
support the Arboretum. 

This is what should really bother peo-
ple. The University receives the 
Arboretum parking fees and they go into 
the general parking fund and do NOT 
directly support the Fullerton 
Arboretum. 

In fact,  by the University charging a 
fee for parking at the Arboretum, they 
are actually discouraging people from 
giving donations at the collection site at 
the Arboretum’s entrance. People think: 
“I’ve already paid for parking, why 
should I give any more?” Even people 
who have joined the Arboretum as mem-
bers and paid a yearly membership fee 
of $59 and up have to pay the parking 
fee. 

The parking fee actively discourages 
people from becoming Arboretum mem-
bers or giving additional donations 
because they visit the Arboretum often. 
Now they will need to pay every time 
they visit even though they have paid a 
membership fee. If they visit weekly, 
that amounts to around $400 yearly!  
Many members come to the Arboretum 
often to volunteer their time helping 
maintain the grounds and other activi-
ties; now every time they come they will 
be charged for their time helping.   

The more hours they volunteer, the 
more they have to pay for parking fees.  

Does that make any sense?  
By imposing an Arboretum parking 

fee the University is draining needed 
funds away from the Arboretum and 
redirecting them into its own coffers. 

The Arboretum is required to be self 
supporting, so it’s continued existence 
could be in jeopardy because of decreas-
ing donations and membership as a 
result of the new parking fee. 

6.  The Fullerton Arboretum is not to 
blame for the parking fee. 

I do not blame the Fullerton 
Arboretum, its administration, or its 
employees for the new parking fees. 
From the newspaper articles I conclude 
that it was the University’s idea and the 
Arboretum had little or no say in the 
matter. I sent an email to the Arboretum 
expressing my concerns about the park-
ing fees and my intent not to renew my 
membership because of them. I received 
a specious reply from a representative 
acknowledging members had left 
because of it, but touting that member-
ship “has more than doubled in the last 
year.” Probably because the COVID epi-
demic had closed the campus down 
before and now people and students 
were coming back? From the Daily 
Titan article it certainly sounds like 
other Arboretum employees have noted 

a sharp drop in visitors and donations 
after the parking fees began.  

I wanted to see for myself and drove 
by the Arboretum twice last week, on a 
Wednesday and Friday mid afternoon, 
and counted less than 10 cars in a park-
ing lot that in the past has been mostly 
full. 

7. What can we the community do? 
We need to let University and 

Arboretum officials know how unhappy 
we are that after 45 years we are now 
having to pay exorbitant parking fees. 
Fees that don’t even go to support the 
Arboretum! 

Also, needing to use a smart phone 
application to pay parking fees is dis-
criminatory and limits access to the 
Fullerton Arboretum especially for low 
income people, the disabled and the eld-
erly.  

Since the new parking fees limit 
access to the Arboretum and there are no 
viable alternative parking choices, the 
fees go against a stated objective for the 
Arboretum in the University’s Master 
Plan: “Maintenance of the Arboretum’s 
public accessibility so that it may be 
enjoyed by many and future generations 
to come.”  

We need to demand the Arboretum 
parking fees be rescinded. 

 Call, write or email the following peo-
ple: 

CSUF President Framroze Virjee 
(Who just got a $98,000 raise this year 
and makes a salary of close to half a mil-
lion dollars yearly in a public education 
job paid for by California tax payers.) 

Office of the President,  
2600 Nutwood Avenue, CP-1000, 

Fullerton, CA 92831 • 657-278-3456  
• presidentvirjee@fullerton.edu
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Call For Fullerton 
Arboretum Advocates

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR 
OPINION: Community Opinion 
pages are a forum for the commu-
nity. The Observer welcomes let-
ters on any subject of interest. 
Letters are the opinion of the writ-
ers, may be shortened for space, 
and typos will be corrected. 
Anonymous letters may be printed 
if you can make the case for 
anonymity. You can request to be 
identified by your initials and town 
only (we will need your whole 
name for verification). We print all 
that we can fit. Thanks!  
contact@fullertonobserver.com or 
mail to:  
Fullerton Observer PO Box 7051 
Fullerton CA 92834

Dear Fullerton Arboretum visitors, supporters, volunteers,  
members, employees and CSUF students BY DR. STEPHEN CHAPIN 

Ballot Recommendations by Group Source: californiachoices.org

BALLOT 
MEASURE

League of  
Women Voters 

Friends 
Committee on 
Legislation Ca

California 
Teachers 

Association

American 
Association of 

University Women

ACLU 
(Southern 
California)

California 
Democratic 

Party

California 
Republican 

Party

Peace & 
Freedom  

Party
PROP 1 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes NO Yes

PROP 26 Yes NO Yes

PROP 27 NO NO NO NO NO

PROP 28 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

PROP 29 NO Yes NO Yes

PROP 30 Yes NO Yes NO NO

PROP 31 Yes Yes Yes Yes NO Yes

Please visit and JOIN the Facebook 
Group “Fullerton Arboretum 
Advocates” to find out MORE infor-
mation and to keep current about this 
issue. The newly imposed parking fee 
by the University is just a NEW 
attempt to decrease membership, vis-
itors and funding and to close the 
Arboretum to gain control of the 26 
acres of land that they want to turn 
into student housing, classrooms and 
to cover with buildings. 

They tried this back in 2019 and 
will try it again now that they have 
gained complete control post COVID 
now that the “Fullerton Arboretum 
Authority” was dissolved after 45 
years in 2020 that gave the Fullerton 
City Council and the local communi-
ty some say.


