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CITY RETAINS 
FIRE 

DEPARTMENT
BY JESSE LA TOUR 

For the past several meetings, the 
Fullerton Fire Department has been ask-
ing City Council to contract out fire 
services with the Orange County Fire 
Authority, citing problems with reten-
tion and financial sustainability with the 
City’s department. On October 18, 
Fullerton City Council voted to keep the 
fire department, and not to contract out 
with OCFA.  

OCFA presented a proposal for fire 
and emergency medical services to City 
Council in January of this year. The City 
then hired contractor Management 
Partners to analyze the proposal against 
the current Fullerton Fire Department. 
They presented their findings to Council 
on Sept 6. Currently, 25 of 34 Orange 
County cities have contracted with 
OCFA. 

Keeping the existing fire department 
will cost less over the next 10 years 
(about $5 million in the first year and 
decreasing to approximately $1 to $2 
million savings in future years). 

On the other hand, according to a staff 

see Fire Department Retained page 6 November 11: Veterans Day Parade and Ceremony  
BY ED PAUL 

The observance, hosted by Fullerton 
American Legion Post 142, Fullerton 
Emblem Club 469 and the City of 
Fullerton, will begin at 10:30 a.m. on 
Friday, Nov. 11, with a parade in 
Fullerton’s historic downtown.  The 
parade will begin at the Downtown 
Plaza, located on Wilshire Avenue, east 
of Harbor Boulevard and adjacent to the 
Fullerton Museum Center, and go North 
on Harbor Blvd., to Hillcrest Park. 

Once at Hillcrest Park, a ceremony 
will be held at 11a.m. that will include 
placement of wreaths, patriotic solos by 
Kristen Romero, a gun salute by the 
Fullerton Police Department and the 
playing of “Taps”. 

Guest speaker will be Brigadier 
General David G. Smith, Special 
Assistant to the Commanding General, 
California State Guard (CSG), 
California Military Department. 

All veterans are welcome to join in 
the parade, which will also feature 
JROTC units from Fullerton area high 
schools and the Troy High School 
Marching Band.  The Troy High School 
Naval JROTC unit will carry flags rep-
resenting all 50 U.S. states.  The honor 
of leading the parade will be the Color 
Guard of Sonora High School Army 
JROTC, the outstanding marching unit 
in the 2021 parade. 

Parade participants are asked to arrive 
at the Plaza no earlier than 10 a.m.  To 

march in the parade, veterans must be 
able to march in regular cadence for 
approximately three-quarters of a mile.  
No children or pets can accompany 
marchers as the parade is next to a live 
traffic lane. 

No banners, flags or other displays 
will be allowed in the parade other than 
the flags carried by the JROTC units. 

Further information about the parade 
and ceremony may be obtained by call-
ing the Fullerton American Legion at 
(714) 871-2412. 

For safety reasons, pets will not be 
permitted either in the parade or at the 
ceremony.

One-Year Agreement with Illumination Foundation  
for Homeless Shelter Services BY JESSE LA TOUR

According to City Manager Eric Levitt, 
the Illumination Foundation facility is 
now being used primarily as a recupera-
tive care facility. According to 
Councilmember Silva, “the Foundation 
recovers the majority of their costs 
through recuperative beds.” 

During public comment, Curtis 
Gamble, an activist for the homeless, said 
he does not support the deal with 
Illumination Foundation, and that the 
money could help more homeless people 
through housing/motel vouchers, cash 
cards, establishing a safe parking pro-
gram, and building tiny homes on city-
owned land. 

Resident Tanya McCrory asked, “How 
is Illumination Foundation justifying 

doubling the cost in one year’s time for 
the exact same service?” She said the city 
needs a clearer and more transparent 
report from them. 

Councilmember Zahra agreed, saying, 
“I am in favor of looking at getting more 
of a public report…I think we’ve asked 
for this before, but never really got that.”  

The meeting ended with a moment of 
silence in memory of commissioner Pat 
McNelly, who passed away recently. 

Council voted 4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to 
approve a one-year agreement with 
Illumination Foundation to provide 20 
shelter beds for Fullerton homeless indi-
viduals at $80 per day for a total cost of 
$584,000. This will be paid with funding 
the City received from the American 

Rescue Plan Act. 
In 2020, Council approved an agree-

ment with Illumination Foundation to 
provide services at their center located at 
3535 West Commonwealth. The city con-
tributed $500,000 for building improve-
ments. The facility was originally 
planned to have 60 recuperative care 
beds and 90 shelter beds. The original 
agreement did not require Illumination 
Foundation to shelter Fullerton’s home-
less. 

In 2021, the City entered into an agree-
ment with Illumination Foundation to 
provide shelter bed services for Fullerton 
residents at a bed rate of $40 per day. 
This agreement ended in July of 2022.  

SEE CANDIDATE INTERVIEWS  
Early October issue click on E-Edition or click on video/podcast: www. fullertonobserver.com 

See Follow the Money and more election coverage on page 14

Fullertonians show up for OC United Pumpkin Run 5K that took place on October 29 at the Juanita Cooke Greenbelt Trail, 
1275 N Berkeley Ave, Fullerton. All proceeds go to OC United’s neighborhoods initiative that serves the Gilbert and 

Valencia Park regions of Fullerton. For more information go to: ocunited.org   PHOTO BY MIKE RITTO
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1. Cookie holder 
4. Resin crucial to "Jurassic Park" 
9. Breakfast, lunch or dinner 
13. Mentor 
14. Hullabaloo 
15. "Use ___ sized amount  
   of toothpaste" 
16. Picnic pests 
17. First extra inning 
18. "Cheers" regular 
19. *Cause of an allergic reaction,  
    perhaps 
21. Elementary school on  
   Dorothy Ave. 
23. Bit of work 
24. *Winnie the Pooh's phrase  
   when frustrated 
25. Sculpted figures 
29. "Get it?" 
30. *1957 Sam Cooke hit 
33. Subsides 

37. Pecan or pistachio 
38. Swell place? 
39. Wallach of "The  
   Magnificent Seven" 
40. Shoe that's full of holes 
42. Not moved emotionally 
46. Furrow 
49. *Fashionable 
50. Waylay 
53. ___ Offensive 
54. *Twisted Sister lead singer 
58. Samoan capital 
62. Maine, to Macron 
63. Surprising disclosure 
66. Barbershop emblem 
67. Fascinated, and what the first  
   words of the answers to the  
   starred clues do 
68. Pigeon-___ 
69. "Decorates" a house, e.g. 
70. Work blue, say

1. Month for dads and grads 
2. Museo holdings 
3. Types of potatoes 
4. Immune system stimulator 
5. Faucet brand 
6. Farmer's dog, in song 
7. "C'___ la vie!" 
8. Fixes up 
9. Sea cow 
10. Historical period 
11. Eagle's nest 
12. Rapper Kendrick 
13. Jaw 
20. 1983 Spandau Ballet hit 
22. Miler Sebastian 
25. In ___ (harmonious) 
26. See the sights 
27. Honda or Hyundai 
28. Third-oldest Cal State sch. 
31. U.S. Presidents, so far 
32. Alleviate 

34. Shipping hazard 
35. French flag hue 
36. Fries, maybe 
41. Caked 
43. Explosive letters 
44. "___ had it!" 
45. ___ cuff (shoulder muscle) 
47. Admiral's org. 
48. Craving 
50. Skillful 
51. Empowerment hashtag 
52. Bluesy Memphis street 
55. Johnny of "Ed Wood" 
56. December 24 and 31 
57. Seminary subj. 
59. Name of 12 popes 
60. Skye of "Say Anything" 
61. "Then what?" 
64. Inc. kin 
65. "Aladdin" monkey

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 
"BEWITCHED" by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)
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AT HOME WITH THE HOMELESS:  
DISPATCHES FROM A DESPONDENT DEPONENT  

BY ANDREW WILLIAMS 

Before I became homeless, I never 
thought about writing this column. First, 
I was a full-time caregiver and any free 
time was precious for self-care; second, 
writing a column about the homeless 
while not being one seemed insulting 
and patronizing. Seven months ago, life 
as I knew it underwent a massive tecton-
ic shift from which aftershocks are still 
registering. So here I am, your own cor-
respondent, writing this under the pro-
tection of an old oak tree which has been 
my shelter, friend, and savior. Let me 
clarify: this tree has spared me from 
storm and stress. It has been a silent 
companion to my erstwhile days and 
restless nights. Its presence in my life is, 
quite simply, helping to maintain my 
sanity. 

(As to the events under which I 
became ‘unhoused,’ it need only be said 
for now that I was partially, perhaps 
wholly, responsible for setting 
them in motion. Mental illness can 
be a harsh taskmaster.) 

Another sanity savior has been 
the public library, with its reassur-
ingly solid stacks of classic and 
contemporary literature and readi-
ly available computers. Without 
these tools, my ability to navigate 
consensus reality would be 
severely restricted. Their bath-
rooms are first-rate as well–take 
heed, ye purveyors of fast food. 
And in such dire straits, sanctuary of this 
caliber, with the world’s literature at 
one’s fingertips, is positively anodyne. 

The nights are the worst. Until sleep 
arrives, to be fractured by bladders and 
whining engines, one’s isolation from 
the community is thrown under a klieg 
light for remorseless, relentless exami-
nation. Even those strong in body and 
mind can find malicious and toxic 
remembrances of things past over-
whelming. Which may explain why the 
longer one is homeless, the more likely 
one remains so. The Slough of Despond, 
once entered, is much, much harder to 
exit, as Bunyan’s Pilgrim witnessed. 

So what do you do when you’re home-
less? You work, if you have or can get it. 
You read. You look at your phone, as far 
too many people do to an obsessive 
degree. You make dozens of calls to 
social service agencies to either sign up 
for, resume, or renew service.l You eat–
free if you can, cheap if you must. You 
strategize so that your meal times and 
the need to urinate and defecate can be 
synchronized with the availability of 
public bathrooms. (Midnight to 8 am is 
the worst possible time to have full blad-
ders and bowels.) You drink or use, as 

affordable and as needed. You walk or 
ride the bus to appointments with doc-
tors, social workers, therapists, and the 
intermittent temporary shelters that open 
and close at a moment’s notice. You drag 
around your life in backpacks, knap-
sacks, suitcases, grocery bags and carts. 
And you pray: pray for uninterrupted 
sleep, that the cops will leave you alone 
tonight, that the Christian won’t become 
contemptuous of your familiarity, that 
your EBT and Medi-Cal will be renewed 
without interruption or need for inter-
vention, that you can get to the toilet 
before you piss or shit your pants. You 
pray that you won’t get hit crossing the 
street, or have your sole Earthly posses-
sions thrown away by pissed-off citizens 
or stolen by those even more desperate.  

If you have read this far, congratula-
tions. You have ingested some harsh 
truths about the reality of life for those 

without homes. And there is good 
news: you can survive homeless-
ness. I’m living proof. I didn’t 
think I’d even make it one week, 
and it’s been six months. You can 
survive isolation, hunger, mental 
illness and all the unnatural 
shocks that flesh is heir to. But 
sometimes, you don’t survive. 
Every issue of the Observer notes 
the deaths of Orange County resi-
dents who died without a roof 
over their heads. Thoughts and 

prayers just don’t make it. The occasion-
al hot meal is wonderful, but so is a 
bandage when you must have one. 

What am I asking from you, Dear 
Reader? Attention. If you can give a 
homeless person money, great. If food, 
great. If you’re broke and all you can do 
is say or wave “Hello,” that’s great, too. 
No one likes to be invisible–not for very 
long. We are social creatures; we need 
interactions with other humans, even if 
it’s just a nod of the head. Attention 
must be paid.  

According to the New Testament, 
Jesus said that the poor shall be with us 
always. You’ll notice he said poor, not 
homeless. You can be unemployed and 
still have a place to live. You can have a 
job, or two, and still be living on the 
sidewalk. (No one lives on the streets, 
silly–cars live there.) Every economy 
has bust and boom cycles. So do people.  

My goal with this essay is to get you to 
think, to observe, to see things different-
ly. If I’ve succeeded, thank you. If not…
well, hopefully, the good folks at the 
Observer will give me another chance or 
three. In the meantime, better days are 
coming…if we work for them.

 
 

 
No one  

likes  
to be  

invisible. 

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION: Community Opinion pages are a forum for the community. The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. 
Letters are the opinion of the writers, may be shortened for space, and typos will be corrected. Anonymous letters may be printed if you can make the case for 
anonymity. You can request to be identified by your initials and town only (we will need your whole name for verification). We print all that we can fit. Thanks!  

contact@fullertonobserver.com or mail to: Fullerton Observer PO Box 7051 Fullerton CA 92834

Stories wanted: disastrous divorces, especially custody,  
especially with court appointed evaluators, for a new family law book. 

  Email: jak@judithkaluzny.com or write to: Judith A. Kaluzny,  
149 W Whiting Ave, Fullerton, California 92832
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Golden Hill Little League Registration for the 2023  
Spring Season will open on October 31st 

We expect another record year of participants, so please make sure you secure 
you spot in the league and take advantage of early bird pricing at www.ghll.net 
on 10/31. 

Last issue we wrote about Angelo’s 
and Vinci’s closing in preparation for the 
Fox Block Development. At the 
Planning Commission the applicant 
gave a short presentation and the public 
were able to comment. 

Main project objectives: 
• Expand the downtown activity and 

energy north of Chapman Ave 
• Create an inclusive, family friendly 

environment that caters to all residents 
• Provide ample outdoor space in the 

project design 
• Be a gathering place for the local 

community and attract new visitors to 
downtown Fullerton 

• Complement the historic Fox Theatre 
in terms of use and architecture 

• Support walkability in the area  
The Fox block will have: A total of 12 

“Rodeo-Style” Restaurants, 7 of which 
will be in “Building 1” (now the triangle 
parking lot north of Angelo’s) and 5 will 
be inside “Building 2” (what is now 
Angelo’s). Building 1 will also have 
restrooms and a microbrewery. Along 
with the 5 restaurants in building 2, 

there will also be a common dinning 
area with a lounge area on the second 
floor with two bigger sit down restau-
rants. Connecting Building 1 and 
Building 2 will be a common courtyard 
area for outdoor dining with a stage fea-
turing outside live entertainment. 

The applicant will make pavement 
upgrades in the area up to $295,000 total 
(this will only include the pavement in 
between gutter line to gutter line, as the 
rest of the concrete work is the City’s 
responsibility). 

Residents said they were concerned 
about noise, trash, and parking. 

Justin, an Ellis Place homeowner said, 
“We already deal with noisy patrons 
well after they have closed, their car 
headlights are blasting in our windows 
and occasionally urinating on our lawn, 
my morning routine usually starts with 
picking up beer cans and food container 
trash…I know nothing I say will stop the 
development of the Fox Block, and I’m 
sure my family will enjoy the conven-
ience of it and will probably support 
these businesses, I just ask that these 

A presentation at City Planning 
October 26 shows plans for 
Angelo’s & Vinci’s BY ADRIAN MEZA 

points seriously be taken into considera-
tion as part of the planning of the proj-
ect” 

Nicholas Krog, long time Angelo’s 
and Vinci’s patron, emailed the 
Fullerton Observer saying, “I will miss 
Angelo’s, and I understand the concerns 
of neighbors, but growing up in the 
Fullerton area there is nothing to do in 
downtown for someone who is under 21 
years of age. The Fox Block will create 
an activity for kids, teens, and adults 
who don’t want to go clubbing. 
Something to do in the downtown area, 
something that has been missing in 
Fullerton.” 

The commission also showed con-
cerns on closure time. Commissioner 

Gambino said to the developer “I frown 
upon it being open to 2am. I think we 
talked about you being willing to limit 
your hours in the evening during the 
week to 10 o’clock for alcohol service 
and then on weekends to 11 o'clock.  If 
you are open with that this is something 
I can get behind” 

The changes to operating hours are: 
Building 2 will be open from 7am-1am. 
Building 1 along with the outdoor din-
ning will be open from 7am-10pm on 
weekdays and 7am to 11pm on week-
ends 

The Development was approved 5-0 
and will now be headed to City Council 
on November 15th

Please visit and JOIN the Facebook Group “Fullerton Arboretum 
Advocates” to find out MORE information and to keep current about this issue. 
The newly imposed parking fee by the University is just a NEW attempt to 
decrease membership, visitors and funding and to close the Arboretum to gain 
control of the 26 acres of land that they want to turn into student housing, class-
rooms and to cover with buildings. 

More bad news for the Arboretum 

The $4 an hour parking at the 
Arboretum is only accessible by down 
loading an app called ParkMobile. 
Parking app ParkMobile LLC faces law-
suits in Georgia and California alleging 
it failed to properly secure and safeguard 
personally identifiable information, 
leading to a March data breach that 
exposed information from 21 million 
customers (Baker v. ParkMobile LLC, 
June 16, 2021).   

The law suit which is ongoing states, 
“The complaint alleges that ParkMobile 
was negligent in its safeguarding of con-
sumer data, which led to the data breach 
of users’ license plate numbers, email 
addresses, telephone numbers, pass-
words, and other mobile app account 
information,” according to The National 
Law Review published October 2022, 

“ParkMobile argued that the plaintiffs’ 
negligence claim fails because the com-
pany did not have a duty to protect con-
sumer data under Georgia law [head-
quarters for ParkMobile], and no per-
sonal information was affected.  

However, the court disagreed, holding 
that ParkMobile did indeed have a legal 
duty to protect at least some of the infor-
mation that was compromised, and, as 
such, it was too early in the proceedings 
to simply accept ParkMobile’s premise 
that sensitive information was not 
exposed. 

The data breach class action will pro-
ceed, and the court will review the mer-
its of the allegations based on the specif-
ic facts and circumstances surrounding 
this data breach. We will keep you 
updated as this matter progresses.”
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October 20 Meeting 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES  
The Council meets at 5:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each 

month. Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings 
are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.  
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or council@cityoffullerton.com  

PUBLIC COMMENTS

TRAFFIC SAFETY GRANT

CLOSED SESSION

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT

UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
City Hall is located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave, www.cityoffullerton.com

• November 1 at 5:30pm:  
  City Council 
• November 7 at 40pm:  
  Transportation & Circulation 
• November 7 at 6pm:  
  Infrastructure & Natural Rsrc.  
• November 9 at 6:30pm:  
 Planning Commission 

• November  14 at 6:30pm:  
  Parks and Recreation 
• November 16 at 5pm:  
 Active Transportation 
• November 17 at 6pm:  
 Library Board of Trustees 
• December 12 at 5:30pm:  
 Cultural Arts Subcommittee 

Before every public City Council 
meeting, there is a closed session during 
which Council meets with various par-
ties to discuss items outside the view of 
the public. During this meeting, Council 
met with legal counsel to discuss the fol-
lowing cases: Stephanie Stevenson v. 
City of Fullerton and Californians for 
Homeownership v. City of Fullerton.  

Council also met with various devel-
opers to discuss price and terms of the 

following City-owned properties: 
approximately .49 acres located at the 
northeast corner of Ellis Place and 
Harbor Blvd, 1580 West 
Commonwealth Ave, and 150 East Santa 
Fe Ave.  

City attorney Richard Jones said that 
Council voted to settle the personal 
injury case Michael Destiche v. City of 
Fullerton for $1.9 million. 

Fox Block: Jane Reifer of Friends for 
a Livable Fullerton asked whether one 
of the two parcels planned for the Fox 
Block development was designated as 
surplus land. If so, she said, it is sup-
posed to be offered for open space or 
affordable housing. She mentioned that 
Break Creek, which runs along one of 
the properties, appears in maps from the 
1700s, and is “an historic piece of our 
natural, local heritage.”  

Maureen Milton said that, when there 
are large city projects proposed, like the 
Fox Block, more of the community 
might be invited to participate and give 
their feedback. She suggested posting 
plans for proposed projects in the com-
munity center for more people to see 
and give their input. 

Highland and Valencia Lighting: 
Curt Johnston pointed out a safety issue 

at Highland and Valencia, saying the 
area needs more lighting.  

Seniors in Mobile Homes: Todd 
Harrison, resident of Rancho La Paz 
Mobile Home Park, thanked Mayor 
Jung and OC Vector Control for helping 
address the recent rat problem at Rancho 
La Paz. He asked the council to pay 
more attention and protect seniors from 
predatory landlords. 

Haunted House Business: Catherine 
Warner said that a business next to her 
house called The 17th Door has disrupt-
ed the neighborhood’s quality of life 
with their loud, late, and allegedly dan-
gerous exhibits. “This is a torture expe-
rience disguised as a haunted house 
attraction. It’s only a matter of time 
before their homemade rooms and prac-
tices severely injure someone.” 

Councilmember Nick Dunlap appointed Eric Walters to the Active Transportation 
Committee.

Council voted unanimously to accept and appropriate a $285,000 continuing grant 
for traffic enforcement and DUI operations from the State of California Office of 
Traffic Safety (OTS). This grant helps fund traffic safety services that the City 
might otherwise pay for with General Funds. The grant is meant to reduce the num-
ber of deaths and injuries involving alcohol, speed, red light running and other pri-
mary collision factors.

ABC GRANT

Council voted unanimously to approve 
a $40,000 grant from the Department of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) to 
reduce underage drinking and DUI driv-
ing injuries, fatalities, and property dam-
age. 

Fullerton’s Downtown District con-
sists of a six-square block area with 
approximately 61 ABC licensed loca-
tions. Fullerton has 213 on-sale and 100 
off-sale ABC licensed locations, totaling 
313 ABC licensed locations in the City.  

According to a staff report, “A signifi-
cant amount of alcohol consumption 
occurs in Downtown Fullerton, particu-
larly on weekends, which creates a 
heightened risk for DUIs and other 
behaviors that impact public safety…
Additionally, some businesses over-
serve patrons or serve minors who they 
either intentionally or unintentionally 
permit into these age-restricted estab-
lishments.” 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra asked 
Chief Robert Dunn what the City is 
doing not just about patrons, but about 
the businesses that are over-serving 
intentionally. 

Dunn said that type of enforcement is 
often done by the ABC “because there is 
a lot of teeth behind licensing. We work 
very closely with them to give them the 
information they need.” 

Resident Joshua Ferguson said that the 
police department “has the authority to 
pull entertainment permits, which are 
tied to conditional use permits. And 
that’s almost never done…I would 
encourage you to look into how much 
enforcement is possible from the PD 
side, how much is actually being done. 
Correlate the bars that have the most 
calls to them to their donations to city 
council candidates. Most of the bars are 
run by a handful of developers who also 
donate to council candidates.” 

CITY EXTENDS CONTRACT FOR EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICES

Council voted 4-1 to approve a con-
tract agreement with Falck Mobile 
Health (formally Care Ambulance 
Service) that increases the City’s costs 
by $80,000 for the next year, or 3.4% 
higher than current costs. This increase 
was requested because of “a higher min-
imum wage and fuel costs,” according to 
a staff report. 

Falck provides three transport ambu-
lances, each staffed with two EMTs and 
housed and dispatched out of Fire 
Stations 1, 3 and 6.  

Zahra, who voted against the contract 
increase, said that it’s much easier for 
contract companies to increase costs, 
while City employees must go through a 

lengthy labor negotiations process. “We 
see these on small and large contracts…
When it comes to our public employees 
who have to struggle to get a decent 
wage for the work they do, a private 
entity gets it automatically.” 

Mayor Protem Bruce Whitaker, who 
voted for the contract, disagreed, saying, 
“A 3.4% increase is pretty low consider-
ing the current state of inflation, particu-
larly gasoline fuel…To me it’s a very 
valid request by this contractor.” 

Zahra replied, “Contractors should 
have to provide us with financial proof 
that the increase is justified, and [we 
should] not just take their word for it.”

Fire Department 
Retained  

continued from front page

report, the department is down approxi-
mately 25% of their staff, and fire staff 
compensation is approximately 16% 
below market. According to City 
Manager Eric Levitt, “If we maintain the 
current department, we will see short-
term volatility which could impact serv-
ice levels. Long term it would likely 
even out, but in the next few years there 
will be challenges with service level and 
coverage.” 

Mayor Jung asked Fullerton Fire Chief 
Adam Loeser about recent hires. He 
answered that the department has hired 
six firefighters who started on Monday 
(October 24), bringing vacancies in the 
firefighters ranks from 12 to 6. 

Loeser developed a Proposed 
Roadmap to stabilize and rebuild the 
City’s department, which includes tak-
ing steps to increase pay for firefighters, 
purchasing two new fire engines and a 
quint truck—to replace depreciating 
vehicles, and adjusting deployment 
models. 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra, who 
voted to contract with OCFA, asked 
Loeser if there could potentially be a 
delayed response in a life-threatening 
situation should the city keep its fire 
department. Loeser said there could be. 
Under his proposed plan, stations 3, 4, 
and 6 would be reduced from four to 
three person engines. 

Mayor Jung, who voted against the 
OCFA proposal, said that Fullerton’s 
finances are at risk, and that increasing 
costs would make things worse. 

“While OCFA may be the silver bullet 
to many of our residents…the chief’s 
plan is not perfect, but it is a good plan, 
and I will trust it moving forward,” Jung 
said. 

Zahra asked if the Chief’s plan is 
attainable. Loeser said it is but “the 
timeline I have laid out is probably best 
case scenario…We would have a her-
culean amount of work to do.” 

“It seems that is more a hope than a 
reality,” Zahra said. “Our fire depart-
ment is just one of many that is under-
staffed…I don’t see this as a fully sus-
tainable and fully adequate plan of pro-
viding safety.” 

Councilmember Nick Dunlap, who 
voted against the OCFA proposal, said, 
"We need to retain local control. And we 
need to work with the Fullerton Fire 
Department to make the changes and 
improvements that are necessary to sus-
tain us for the long term.” 

Mayor Protem Bruce Whitaker said 
the proposal “Doesn’t pencil out. We’re 
looking at a solution to an affordability 
problem by recommending we jump into 
a more unaffordable situation.” 

During public comment, some fire-
fighters and residents spoke in favor of 
the OCFA proposal. 

Dan Lancaster, president of the local 
fire union, said, “This has been a long, 
arduous process. It is going to be a very 
daunting task to stay in Fullerton. We 
have a lot of boxes to check and they 
have to be checked in a timely manner. 
What we’re hoping from this council is 
direction to make a positive impact. Our 
goal is to keep our fire engines staffed 
and our stations open. The OCFA can 
guarantee that, but the Fullerton fire 
Department can’t.” 

A local resident named Nicholas said 
that the fire department saved his life, 
and encouraged Council to go with 
OCFA. 

Resident Diane Vena said, “Nothing is 
more important than safety. This takes 
precedence over budgetary concerns. I 
have watched money being found for 
other issues. Listen to the firefighters.” 

Former City Councilmember Pam 
Keller said, “Our fire department is so 
low right now—a lot of guys are doing a 
lot of overtime. We need to have a stable 
fire department.” She encouraged 
Council to contract with OCFA. 

Other residents spoke against OCFA’s 
proposal. 

Parks and Rec Commissioner Eric 
When pointed out that From 2019-2021, 
Fullerton firefighters got an average of 
an 11.5% pay increase, while other City 
Departments were cut or took pay cuts, 
including Parks and Rec. “I would dis-
agree with the assertion that they’re suf-
fering. I would much prefer to see the 
city retain control,” When said. 

Joshua Ferguson questioned whether 
councilmembers who had taken money 
from the Fire Union could make an inde-
pendent decision. 

Councilmember Jesus Silva made a 
motion to contract with OCFA. This 
motion failed. 

Mayor Jung made a motion to keep 
Fullerton’s fire department and enter 
into labor negotiations within 30-45 
days. This motion passed.



NEWSEARLY NOVEMBER 2022 FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 5 

ARTS AND CULTURE SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT:  
October 10 Meeting BY CHRISTINA GARNER  

The Arts and Culture Subcommittee consists of commissioners of the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, including Jensen Hallstrom, Ayesha Hussaini and Kathy 
Lira. The intent of the committee is to connect the City to local arts institutions, to 
provide exposure to their programs, and to pool resources among arts 
providers.The next meeting will be held Dec 12 in the City Chambers, City Hall 
located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave, www.cityoffullerton.com 

Fullerton College Arts Programs 
The first presentation was from Dean 

Nicola Dedman, choral instructor and 
interim Dean of Fine Arts at Fullerton 
College who gave an overview of the 
institution’s arts programming. The Fine 
Arts Department currently serves 5,000-
6,000 students per semester and classes 
are fully back on campus at present. 

The Art Department has a gallery on 
campus that is open to the public which 
hosts four exhibitions each year. The 
gallery has just finished a faculty exhibi-
tion. Installations of each exhibit are 
completed by students enrolled in cam-
pus classes, providing them with muse-
um work experience as well. 

The Theater Department has two per-
formance spaces and puts on four pro-
ductions a year.  Upcoming shows 
include “Spitfire Grill” and “ Marian, 
the True Story of Robin Hood.” 

Students are able to get certificates in 
specialized theater disciplines, such as 
Musical Theater, or Stage Combat at 
Fullerton College. Currently the depart-
ment partners with Disney, which pays 
for employees to gain certificates in the 
Technical Theater program.The campus 
also hosts a theater festival for hundreds 
of high school students each year. 

The Music Department has a new 
recording studio and offers choral tours 
internationally. There is a high rate of 
transfer to music and choral programs at 
Cal State Fullerton, Cal State Long 
Beach, and other prestigious schools. A 
new performing arts center will be built 
on campus in 2025, located in the cur-
rent sculpture garden at the corner of 
Lemon and Chapman, and the depart-
ment is looking forward to support from 
the city in obtaining building permits for 
this construction.  Fullerton College has 

many students enrolled in the Promise 
Program, which offers the first two 
years of college free to students who 
have not attended college before.   

Museum of Teaching and Learning 
The second presentation was from 

MOTAL, the Museum of Teaching and 
Learning. Originally begun at Cal State 
Long Beach, it is now a nonprofit organ-
ization dedicated to educating the public 
about the history of education and issues 
in education. The organization does not 
occupy a physical building, but instead 
creates traveling exhibitions. Recently 
the “Class Action” exhibit about the 
case of Mendez vs. Westminster opened 
at Santiago Canyon College, and stu-
dents from Orange School District are 
able to visit it, with student docents from 
the college conducting tours. Soon it 
will also come to the Fullerton Library, 
and local resident Sylvia Mendez will be 
able to speak about her family’s history 
in this historic legal case.  An exhibition 
about the educational system in China 
compared to the U.S. was held at the 
Fullerton Arboretum, and a podcast 
series was created about the pandemic 
and educators' responses to the situation.   

The next planned exhibit is “Babies’ 
Brains” in partnership with the neuro-
science department at UCI. MOTAL 
was notified in August 2021 that they 

would receive a $500,000 grant from the 
state through the offices of Sharon Quirk 
Silva to mount the exhibit. However, it 
has been over a year and no money has 
been received. It was to have been 
administered by the city, so the Board of 
MOTAL is interested in knowing what 
has happened to the money and when it 
will be allocated to their organization. 

Alice Loya, of the city of Fullerton 
stated that the committee has now been 
introduced to most of the major institu-
tions in Fullerton.  At this point, their 
hope is that area arts organizations will 
collaborate in the future to bring back 
“Night in Fullerton”, a traditional 
evening for citizens to visit and experi-
ence the work of all the arts providers in 
town. 

Public Comments 
In public comments, a request was 

made for all institutions to provide 
greater access to print catalogs, flyers 
and other materials publicizing arts pro-
grams and performances around town.  
Some residents do not have easily avail-
able Internet access but would like to be 
informed and attend community events.  
It is recommended that print materials to 
be routinely available to the public at 
Fullerton Library, Fullerton Community 
Center and City Hall.

BY SASKIA KENNEDY 
According to their own websites, 

Fullerton Joint Union High School 
District candidate Matt Van Hook and 
Fullerton School District candidate Lisa 
Wozab are endorsed by Mari Barke. 
Both candidates made statements say-
ing, “Mari Barke, OC Department of 
Education Trustee, has endorsed my 
candidacy, ”  but both neglected to add 
her major involvement with Classical 
Academy Charter Schools and the 
Charter School PAC.  

Van Hook stated, “I proudly support 
the Orange County Board of 
Education’s charters for the Orange 
County Classical Academy (OCCA) as 
well as the Orange County School of the 
Arts (OCSA).” Wozab denied any 
involvement with OCCA or charter 
schools in general.  

Charter Schools PAC is a political 
group centered around Hillsdale, a small 
Christian college in Michigan whose 
mission is to replace public school edu-
cation with charter schools that have a 
conservative agenda. The first of these 
charter schools in California is OC 
Classical Academy located in the city of 
Orange. That school, which opened in 
2020, was co-founded by attorney Mark 
Bucher, CEO of California Policy 
Center,  a rightwing think tank that aims 
to reduce union power and pensions, and 
former Los Alamitos Unified School 
Board member Jeff Barke who pushed 
creationism and climate denial. 
According to a Feb 3rd article in the OC 
Register, Mari and Jeff Barke along with 
Congressional candidate Scott Baugh 
have plans to open a dozen more 
Classical Academy charters.  

A step towards that goal took place on 
Feb. 2, 2022 when the OC Board of 
Education gave the go-ahead  for OC 
Classical Academy charter schools 
using Hillsdale 1776 curriculum to 
locate county-wide based upon local 
district school board approvals. The vote 
was 3 to 1 with Tim Shaw, Lisa Sparks 
and Ken Williams voting yes and Beckie 
Gomez voting no. Due to her involve-

ment, Mari Barke recused herself from 
the vote. Mari Barke along with candi-
dates Tim Shaw and Lisa Sparks are run-
ning for re-election on the OC Board of 
Education and are each supported by 
contributions of $75K from Charter 
Schools PAC. (Williams 2020 campaign 
was funded by over $100,000 from 
Charter Schools PAC and $35,000 loan 
from Bucher) (See https://cal-
access.sos.ca.gov/)  

Barke won her first cam-
paign for OC Board of 
Education in 2018 funded by 
Charter Public Schools and 
Bucher’s California Policy 
Center. After winning her 
seat, she became a director at 
CPC.  Her husband, Jeff 
Barke, as well as being co-
founder of OC Classical 
Charter, is a physician in 
Newport who attacked public 
health experts like Dr. Fauci, 
the CDC, and the Surgeon 
General on social media and 
news broadcasts. He, as one 
of “America’s Frontline 
Doctors” was denounced for 
spreading misinformation on 
Covid-19 and treatments. 
According to its 2020 tax 
exempt application the group 
is a project of the Free Speech 
(aka Common Sense) 
Foundation with fiscal sponsorship of 
the Tea Party Patriots Foundation.  

Hillsdale college promotes its curricu-
la based on Trump’s 1776 Commission 
report. Formed by executive order, the 
commission was announced in a speech 
on September 17, 2020 with Trump say-
ing that "the lie of systemic racism was 
being taught in U.S. schools." The com-
mission’s stated mission was to increase 
national patriotism and end the teaching 
of a ”radicalized view of American his-
tory.”    

The American Historical Association 
saw the report differently characterizing 
it as “a form of government indoctrina-
tion of American students,” and “an 

apparent attempt to reject recent efforts 
to understand the multiple ways the 
institution of slavery shaped our nation’s 
history.” 

Even though the Commission was dis-
banded when President Biden took 
office, it continues to insert its agenda 
across the nation including here in 
Orange County through the spread of 
Classical Academy Charter Schools 

from a base at Hillsdale 
College. 

Larry Arnn, chair of the 
now defunct 1776 
Commission, is president of 
Hillsdale College. He made 
statements about public edu-
cation in July of 2022 that 
were condemned by his own 
faculty, students and alumni, 
including the following: "The 
teachers are trained in the 
dumbest parts of the dumbest 
colleges in the country....You 
will see how education 
destroys generations of peo-
ple....It's devastating. It's like 
the plague. We are going to 
try to demonstrate that you 
don't have to be an expert to 
educate a child because basi-
cally anybody can do it."  

Hillsdale College’s Barney 
Charter School Initiative pro-
vides the 1776 curriculum to 

charters and homeschools and assists in 
founding charter schools across the 
nation.  Currently there are 22 member 
academies and 44 private charter 
schools using the curriculum nation-
wide. The curriculum gets its name from 
the idea that American history began in 
1776 with the Declaration of 
Independence. Classical schools also 
provide coursework in Latin, Greek, 
music, ancient literature, Singapore 
math, grammar,  principles of moral 
character, civic virtue and patriotism 
with a focus on history and cultural 
achievements of Western civilization.  

Things they list to consider when 
thinking about opening a school in a dis-

trict include:  
“•How much funding is available per 

pupil? •How much flexibility do charter 
schools have in hiring teachers and 
administrators? How much flexibility in 
paying them? •What are the state’s cur-
riculum standards, and how will these 
influence the ability to select curricu-
lum?” 

Our local school board positions are 
non partisan however, former California 
Republican Party Chair Shawn Steele is 
promoting “Parent Revolt,” a program 
created by Steele within the California 
Republican Party, focused on recruiting 
and supporting candidates to run for 
local education offices.  

It’s website claims that schools are 
failing because “Powerful interest 
groups decide everything: When schools 
are open. Whether they must be masked. 
What they should believe about race, 
sex, and politics.”  

What powerful interests are they talk-
ing about? What is the Republican 
Party’s real purpose in creating “Parent 
Revolt” ? Steele said on California 
Insider’s May 22, 2022 broadcast that 
“in order to overthrow the progressive 
agenda you’ve got to start someplace - 
get those local elections - get a thousand 
new school board members who will 
have great influence in their communi-
ties and out of that you’ll get new lead-
ership…that can rule that territory for-
ever… The first step after winning elec-
tions the new board members should fire 
the lawyers and superintendent who 
control the curriculum. “We can help 
you with replacements,” he said.  

Who voters elect in the Nov. election 
will determine if the 1776 model of 
charter school is allowed to flourish 
with taxpayer funding in the public 
school districts of Orange County 
(though such schools could still locate 
as a private alternative). There are some 
wonderful charter schools, just pay 
attention to who is backing the candi-
dates and what is being taught. After all, 
the young minds of today will be the 
leaders of tomorrow.

Why everyone should care about the school board candidates even if you don’t have children   
“Education is the key to personal development and the future of societies. It unlocks opportunities and narrows inequalities.  

It is the bedrock of informed, tolerant societies, and a primary driver of sustainable development.”  
–UN Secretary General António Guterres, August of 2020.

 
 
 

“... get those  
local elections  

- get a  
thousand new 
school board 

members  
who will  

have great  
influence  
in their  

communities  
…”



Last time: Readers Tom and 
Marsha noticed the flowers growing 
in front of Spring Field on corner of 
Harbor and Chapman.

Photo Quiz   
Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

This time: For years, the name of a 
Photography Shop was on this sign. 
What was the name of that business?
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You read all about it on the front page 
of our last Observer and since the restau-
rant has been a cornerstone of our City 
for over 50 years, the responses were 
many and mostly filled with panic, as in, 
how can this be, oh no! Here is a little 
more info and an update.  

Don’t worry if you can’t go there this 
week, the word is, they will be open 
through the year, although an exact date 
has not been set. So make plans for now 
until the end of December, and make 
sure to savor the moments. We will of 
course follow up with any further news.  

Knowing just how many hours per 
week it must take to run the place, even 
though we are saddened and surprised, it 
really should not have been a surprise. 
Cynthia Peck has been keeping our 
favorite Italian Ristorante going ever 
since her husband Steven Peck passed 
away at the age of 76 in October of 
2005. Steven opened the place in 1971, 
naming it after Michelangelo and 
Leonardo da Vinci, his parents’ favorite 
artists.  No doubt many of you long time 

residents have been going there ever 
since, never imagining it being gone at 
some point. You may have even dined 
there when it was a small outdoor café 
on the Fox Theater patio.  

When it was announced that they 
would be moving a tad north across the 
alleyway in 1992, it was impossible to 
imagine that the atmosphere would be 
the same, yet the statues, photos, lights, 
nativity scene, the “Love Altar” featur-
ing photographs of his Sicilian Parents 
and other relatives, lots of neon, mirrors, 
and hundreds of other pieces of décor 
made the successful trip and indeed, it 
did retain the vibe, never missing a beat.  

Just before deadline, this news came in 
regarding how much longer you might 
be able to take in another meal or two- 
just announced is the good news that 
they will be open throughout January 
and possibly into February of 2023, or 
even a bit beyond, but get busy and 
make plans now to enjoy your favorite 
dishes while marveling at the surround-
ings.

Angelo’s and Vinci’s  

New in town, it’s Electric 
The charging station at the West end of the SoCo parking structure has been in 

operation for some time, but now there is a large Tesla Supercharger at 220 East  
Orangethorpe with over a dozen places to plug in. When we were there the word 
had not gotten out yet but a few cars were charging, others missed the signs and 
were non-EV’s using the spot for parking. Looks like this might be good for busi-
ness in the area with so many places to eat and shop right there while charging. 

Old In Town 
Continuing our look at some down-

town places from the past, reader Leslie 
Allen recalled the shop on the southwest 
corner of Harbor and Chapman that sold 
sea shells. The owners of the shop want-
ed to stay, but the Bank of America 
wanted to expand and as anyone who 

has been downtown in the past few 
decades knows, the larger brick Bank of 
America stands tall on that lot. Owner 
Ron Miller and the tenant who owned 
the shop, Cid Derry, did not want to sell 
but plans for the new building were 
approved in 1980 and they moved on. If 
they moved closer to the sea shore to 
sell sea shells, we do not know. 

Coming Up  
Yes, it’s true, the extensive retrofitting, 

painting, additions and other work are 
completed for Fullerton Union High 
Auditorium. The ribbon cutting will be 
on Thursday, November 3rd at 4:30 pm. 
It will be held at the Lemon Street 
entrance. 

There is a fun community Day of the 
Dead get-together happening just off the 
SoCo alley west of Highland. After 
entering from the alley and through the 
gates you will soon realize there is a 
world inside filled with classic cars and 
interesting sights and sounds that one 
might never have imagined. Mike tells 
us you are all welcome to the 4th annual 
celebration, FREE of course The day is 
Saturday, November 5th from 4pm to 
11pm. Get there early, see you there. 

Happening Soon



While there are technical differences 
between Initiatives (coming from the 
people) and Propositions (coming from 
legislators) we tend to use them inter-
changeably. 

These were well-intentioned ways to 
hear the voices of the people. 
Propositions were ways for legislators to 
sound out what the people thought of a 
proposed law. What it has become is a 
way for legislators to avoid taking hard 
positions or casting controversial votes. 
“Don’t want to raise taxes, give it to the 
people. Let them either choose their poi-
son or live with the consequences of not 
funding a program. Give the people a 
voice on some arcane regulation of an 
industry that you know they won’t 
understand.    

Or just make stuff up. Our Bullet Train 
was a terrific idea for the 1950s, when 
we still could build things. But now the 
under three-hour Bullet Train from San 
Francisco and Sacramento to Los 
Angeles, has exceeded cost projections 
by over 300%, has lengthened the time 
needed to travel well beyond 3 hours, is 
over a decade behind schedule and still 
doesn’t have a final route or many rights 
of way. But, “We the People” voted. Our 
ill-informed voices were heard, and this 
is now impossible to build as it was 
voted on and apparently impossible to 
kill. But it was a good idea. 

I do my due diligence and don’t under-
stand at least half of the Propositions. 
Propositions and Initiatives are often 
worded in ways that No often means Yes 
and Yes often means No—or is it the 
other way around. This is NOT acciden-
tal. It is meant to mislead and confuse, 
and it usually succeeds. 

As for Initiatives, they could not be 
more of a corruption and perversion of 
Governor Hiram Johnson’s attempt to 
wrest power from the powerful special 
interests (the railroad Barons, in his 

time) and give it to the 
people as a kind of direct Democracy. 

It was a great and well-motivated idea, 
and it has utterly failed. Our Initiatives 
do not reflect the ordinary citizen but the 
monied interests they were designed to 
disempower. The people don’t have the 
ability to put an Initiative on the ballot. 
It takes BIG money. The moment spe-
cial interests were allowed to pay people 
to gather signatures to qualify an initia-
tive, the people were cut out of the 
process. The special interests won. 

Take 26 and 27 (Please!). However 
you feel about gambling, the advertise-
ments are deceptive enough to qualify as 
lies. Read where the money comes from. 
It is not from the tribes. Ask where the 
money will go. It won’t end homeless-
ness or save small non-casino owning 
tribes any more than the promised bil-
lions from the state lottery went to sup-
plement public education.  

One Initiative protects the brick and 
mortar casinos in California from hav-
ing to legally compete with nationwide 
web-based gambling. The other brings 
in legal web-based gambling and weak-
ens the brick and mortar casinos—not 
all of which are owned by Native 
Americans. You can make arguments for 
or against each side, but their advertise-
ments, using and misusing Native 
American spokespeople as props are 
naked attempts to distract you from 
looking at the whole gambling industry.  

This was not what Progressive, Bull 
Moose, Republican Governor Hiram 
Johnson had in mind when he created 
the process in 1912. Today, our 
Proposition and Initiative process 
drowns out the voice of the people, lets 
legislators off the hook and brings in 
outside monied special interests. Truly, 
both Initiatives and Propositions have 
become Indecent Proposals.

OPINION & COMMUNITY VOICES  Fullerton Observer Page 7EARLY NOVEMBER 2022

Water Wasted at Woodcrest School BY SINH DANG 

My family and I have been walking 
around the block after dinner for many, 
many years. We pass by Woodcrest 
Elementary School but on the west side 
of Richman Ave. 

In early June, we decided to walk on 
the East side of Richman by Woodcrest 
Park and School to have a better light 
and even sidewalk. We then noticed that 
the sprinklers of the school went on 
every night except Tuesday. Water 
spilled off, the sidewalk was slippery. 

I called the city Water Dept, and the 
answer was “There is no restriction at 
this time, so nothing we can do.” I called 
the school (714) 447-7760 and was told 
that they have nothing to do with setting 
up the sprinklers system. They told me 
to call the District. 

I called the District Maintenance Dept 

714-447-7440 and had the option to 
leave a general message, or to select a 
name in the list that I was unfamiliar 
with, so I didn’t leave any messages. 

June 28, I read in the Observer that the 
water restriction had been in effect since 
June 10. However we residents hadn’t 
received any information of that nature.  

On July 1, we received our water bill, 
but there was no mention of the restric-
tion.   

On July 2, we got a postcard in the 
mail stating the restriction. The nightly 
watering at Woodcrest did stop for a 
week, and the lawn turned a little brown.  
So the sprinklers were turned back on 
again, every night except Tuesday, ever 
since. It is still going on.  

Maybe someone at the school will 
read this.

 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2022  • JonDobrer@mac.com

Propositions Are Indecent Proposals

I am a retired FSD teacher who taught 
my last 25 years at Rolling Hills 
Elementary. I am writing because I am 
gravely concerned about our Fullerton 
School District elections. Both FSD (k-
8) and FJUHS (9-12) races have candi-
dates whose motives I question. 

Candidate for FSD board, Lisa Wozab, 
and FJUHS candidate, Matt Van Hook, 
are endorsed and supported by the same 
people and groups that contributed to 
the chaos of the Placentia-Yorba Linda 
School District such as charter school 
profiteers Mari and Jeff Barke, and anti-
vax group The Parents’ Voice, USA 
(source: the candidates own websites). 

These groups were responsible for the 
election of right-wing extremists to the 
PYLUSD board: insurrectionist Leandra 
Blades and her colleague Sean 
Youngblood.  

w w w. l a t i m e s . c o m / s o c a l / d a i l y -
pilot/entertainment/story/2021-01-
12/leandra-blades-petition-school-
board-capitol-rally 

Their election activated an extreme 
right-wing majority on the board and 
resulted in divisive policy changes and 
an ethos of chaos and dysfunction. As a 
result, teachers are leaving in droves, 
their superintendent left after 1 year 
with no replacement on the horizon, and 
most recently, the LA Times reported 
that CSUF’s teacher education depart-
ment has cut ties with PYLUSD, refus-
ing to send their teachers-in-training to 
the district.  
w w w. l a t i m e s . c o m / s o c a l / d a i l y -
pilot/news/newsletter/2022-10-21/time-
soc-latest-news-in-orange-county-calif-
oc-cal-state-fullerton-critical-race-the-
ory-timesoc 

This isn’t about being a Republican or 
a Democrat. In my many years working 
in education, I have supported wonder-
ful board members from both parties. 
What is happening now is different.  

This is a part of a broader, systematic 
attempt to take over our school boards 
across the nation, which I fear, if not 
stopped, will irrevocably change, and 
possibly even shut down, public educa-

tion as we know it. Read more yourself 
here: https://edsource.org/2022/conser-
vatives-are-waging-a-war-for-control-
over-california-school-boards/679713 

Many new candidates appear low key, 
saying the right things they know people 
want to hear. But what are their true 
motives? The only way we know is by 
thoroughly checking out their back-
ground and asking the right questions. 
Who is endorsing them and who is con-
tributing to their campaigns? Where did 
they send their own children to school?  

What I found out about Lisa Wozab 
and Matthew Van Hook troubles me. 
Lisa Wozab sent her 3 children mostly to 
private schools (her youngest was in 
FSD schools for a while before being 
moving back to private school). This is 
certainly her right as a parent, but why 
does she want to run a public school 
board if she clearly has such an affinity 
for private education? And why does she 
continue to hide this fact when asked 
about her experience as a parent in FSD 
schools? Additionally, she is a key advi-
sor to the anti-mask group Fullerton 
Rise Up (source: 
www.instagram.com/fullerton.riseup/). 
She helped the group organize the 
school walk-outs during Covid to 
protest masking in schools, and the 
group is an official endorser of her cam-
paign. 

Matthew Van Hook is financed by 
Shawn Steele (see EdSource article 
above). Both Wozab and Van Hook are 
endorsed by Mari Barke, and The 
Parents’ Voice USA. These facts lead me 
to question whether these candidates 
really have the best interest of our public 
schools in mind, or do they see the 
school board as a way to open the school 
district up to the extreme right-wing 
groups who support and endorse them? 

We must get the word out about the 
troubling things happening in PYLUSD 
and the forces behind them. I dedicated 
my life to teaching; I truly love FSD and 
want to see it continue to be a wonderful 
public school system that offers world-
class education to all of our students. 

Opinion: Conscerns  
about School Boards Elections BY MARCY FRY

LETTER TO EDITOR

Dear Editor, Neighbors, and fellow 
Fullertonians, 

I am a parent at Parks Junior High and 
a public school teacher (not in FSD). I 
am a proponent of public schools in gen-
eral, and our FSD public schools in par-
ticular, which are some of the best in 
Southern California. Seeing what has 
happened in PYLUSD has made me par-
ticularly observant of our school board 
elections, and careful about choosing 
who gets my vote. I am writing with 
concerns about candidate for FSD 
School Board Lisa Wozab that I have 
not yet seen addressed. 

Two facts about Lisa Wozab are con-
cerning to me: 1) As a parent, she sent 
her 3 children mostly to private schools 
outside of the district. She pulled her 
youngest child out of FSD schools early 
to send to those same private schools. 2) 

She is endorsed by Mari and Jeff Barke, 
owners and proponents of chain charter 
schools recently approved to open 
throughout Orange County.  

These 2 facts have not come out in any 
candidate forum, and I haven’t seen any-
one asking questions about them: Why 
does someone who doesn’t entrust her 
children to public schools want to over-
see our public school system? Her expe-
rience as a private school parent in addi-
tion to the Barke endorsement lead me 
to question if Lisa Wozab wants to 
approve charter schools here in FSD 
where they are not needed, beginning 
the inevitable erosion of our excellent 
public schools. But most concerning to 
me is that no one is asking these ques-
tions or making these connections. 

Sophie Madden, Fullerton



EDUCATION FORUMPage 8 FULLERTON OBSERVER  EARLY NOVEMBER 2022

Prior to the Board Meeting, FSD held a 
celebration outside the Board room rec-
ognizing all 20 schools for receiving 
state recognition for each school’s indi-
vidual growth this year: Each school 
received a beautiful banner from the 
California State Department Of 
Education:  
Platinum Level: Acacia, Beechwood, 
Fern Drive, Robert Fisler, Laguna Road, 
Nicolas, Pacific Drive, Raymond, 
Sunset Lane, Valencia Park, Woodcrest. 
Gold Level: Commonwealth, Golden 
Hill, Parks, Richman, Rolling Hills. 
Community Partners: Mike McAdam 
started a new organization to  reach out 
to local businesses about becoming 

community partners to develop 
Community grants to work with the 
schools. The District has already been 
awarded a multi-million dollar grant. 
The focus is to meet the needs of the 
"whole child.” This included meeting 
the social-emotional and physical health 
needs of the children. The District is cre-
ating new programs addressing the stu-
dents’ mental health. 
Community Schools Partnership 
Program: This state program strives to 
increase student achievement for the 
state's neediest communities by estab-
lishing community schools. A communi-
ty school is a "whole child" school 
improvement strategy where the local 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman 

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on 2nd & 4th Tues 
of each month at district headquarters, 1401 W Valencia Dr 

For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno 

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available (714) 870-2800 or visiting www.fjuhsd.net

October 11 Board Meeting:

FJUHSD  
Honors and School Reports 
At the October 11 FJUHSD board 

meeting, the trustees honored ASB 
(Associated Student Body) students and 
their teacher mentors. During school 
reports, LVHS Principal Sandi Layana 
shared that some students experienced 
the Fullerton Arboretum for the first 
time during the continuation high 
school’s recent field trip. Fullerton High 
School Principal, Laura Rubio, 
announced the California Golden Bell 
Award for excellence for the school’s 
BEAST (Biology, Engineering, Arts, 
Science, and Technology) program. 
BEAST teaches students specialized 
skills useful for the entertainment indus-
try, robotics, and medical research. 

Retirement 
Joe Sliker, current CSEA (California 

School Employees Association) presi-
dent and district pool maintenance lead 
officially announced his retirement. He 

decided to retire after a career beginning 
in the US Marine Corps to pool mechan-
ic, to ultimately maintaining FJUHSD 
pools for 30 years where he has always 
supported best faculty practices, and put 
student safety first. 

Teacher  
Professional Development 

Dr. Sylvia Kaufman, Assistant 
Superintendent of Education, presented 
a preliminary report on teacher profes-
sional development program called SET 
(Support, Equipping, Teaching). It 
includes social and emotional learning, 
21st century learning skills, and lesson 
relevance. FJUHSD education depart-
ment utilized Malcolm Knowles’ 
research to integrate teacher experience 
with goals of teacher and student rele-
vance along with Rick DuFour’s 5 les-
son questions for more meaningful 
learning environments moving forward.  

 
The next board meeting Nov. 1

Golden Hill Elementary School for Creative and 
Performing Arts celebrated the unveiling of a 54-foot 
long Mary Blair-inspired mural, most recognizable 
from Disneyland's "It's a Small World" ride.  

More than a dozen students, parents, teachers, and 
administrators helped measure, sketch, and paint the 
12-foot tall images over several weeks. Pictured above 
are Principal Neil Anderson, Ed.D., Campus 

Beautification Team Melissa Stephan, Mike Cooper, 
Dawn Simon, and the many parent volunteers and their 
children. The mural can be seen from Golden Hill's 
playground, 732 Barris Drive.

Golden Hill School for Creative and Performing Arts Mural Unveiled

educational agency (LEA) and its 
schools work closely with teachers, stu-
dents, and families.  Community schools 
are also partners with community agen-
cies and local government to align com-
munity resources to improve student 
outcomes. 
Recently, Nicolas has redesigned its 
school space to include: Wellness Space 
Program by creating a Space of Calm 
using biophilic design. Which integrates 
natural elements and processes into a 
built environment focusing on building 
that triggers a strong impact on one's 
health and well-being. 

The new DELAC president is Cindy 
Rivera. Parents can join any time. 
Reflections Contest: Artwork will be 
collected at school sites for local, state 
and national competitions. This year's 
theme is “Hitting Out of the Park.” 
Sadly, Board Member Janny Meyer is 
retiring from the School Board. She has 
been an outstanding teacher at FSD 
teaching at Commonwealth and at 
Hermosa Drive School. Then she 
became a very active involved School 
Board Member. She will be dearly 
missed.



YOUNG OBSERVERS EDITOR  FRANCINE VUDOTI FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 9EARLY NOVEMBER 2022

FEATURED PET & ENDANGERED ANIMAL 
 by Rosie, 5th grade

Halloween Smiles

Meet Cali

What’s Trending? by Irene, 11th grade

View Point by Declan, 7th grade

ANIMAL ID#: A1763053

Teen Observer  
by Francine, 11th grade

Not 18 Yet? Did you know you can 
pre-register to vote?

With so many issues affecting us 
today—inflation, abortion,  climate 
change and more—I can't wait to vote. 
So when I found out I could pre-register, 
I grabbed the chance.  Although I'm 
going to miss the midterm election next 
week, in 2024, I will be among the new 
wave of young voters who will be sub-
mitting their ballots for the 60th presi-
dential election. Having pre-registered 
to vote by mail, my ballots will be 
mailed to me once I become eligible in a 
future election. I can just vote from 
home with the option to even vote early. 

So how did I learn about pre-registra-
tion? I found out when I applied for my 

driving permit online last month. Quite 
exciting to know this opportunity is 
available to 16 and 17 year olds in our 
state. I checked and found that not all 
states offer similar opportunity. For clar-
ity, pre-registration does not change the 
voting age which is 18 but it gives suffi-
cient time for young people to get ready 
to vote. 

One vote seems so miniscule in com-
parison to our country’s population, but 
every vote counts when taken as a 
whole. If you wish to pre-register, you 
may visit https://registertovote.ca.gov/ 

I received a notice confirming that I 
have successfully pre-registered to vote.

A four-year-old who 
arrived at the OC 

Animal Care back in April, Cali was 
nervous upon arrival. The Staff and 
Volunteers have enjoyed the pleasure of 
watching Cali evolve and shine like 
gold. With impeccable leash manners, 
Cali enjoys her walks, and is extremely 
active, like me. (JUST KIDDING.) She 
enjoys walking, hiking, running, swim-
ming, and belly rubs. Though at first 
Cali might be a little shy, don’t let that 
hinder you. Like gold, you have to dig 
deeper to find the hidden, shining treasure. Cali is looking for an adult-only home, 
because she’s too mature for kids like me. (Sob.) Call (714) 935-6848 to schedule 
an appointment today. Walk-ins are welcome.

The sand cat 
Felis margarita, ranges from about 

39-52 cm, with a 23-31 cm long tail. It 
has sandy to light gray fur, which cam-
ouflages brilliantly with its desert habi-
tat. There are only about 10,000 in the 
wild. They live in three distinct regions: 
The Sahara Desert, the Arabian 
Peninsula, and in parts of central Asia. 
They weigh about 3 to 7.5 pounds.  

Sitting among large and zealous Major 
League Baseball crowds, a few motion-
less fans decked in bright neon shirts 
and eerie smiles have caused a social 
media uproar, garnering the attention of 
millions. It was later revealed that these 
fans were, in fact, actors hired as part of 
a marketing stunt promoting the latest 
psychological horror film, Smile.  

Written and directed by filmmaker 
Parker Finn, the Sept. 30 movie is an 
adaptation of Finn’s 2020 short film 
Laura Hasn’t Slept. The picture stars 
actress Sosie Bacon as Dr. Rose Cotter, 
a psychiatrist who witnesses the death 
of her patient and a number of disturb-
ing cases that all relate to one sinister 

entity — the force of a 
deadly smile.  

Although originally 
scheduled to stream on 
Paramount+, positive feedback during 
its test screenings impelled its theater 
debut (Paramount Pictures has yet to 
issue an official streaming release date). 
With a mere $17 million budget, Smile 
has grossed over $140 million globally, 
and topped the charts as No.1, within the 
first week of its release. With striking 
box office figures and tagged as one of 
the scariest movies of 2022, this film 
may be the cherry on the cake to this 
year’s sweet Halloween celebrations. 

Poetry by Tegan, 5th grade

School Zone by Mateo, 9th grade

Students’ Academic Assessment  
Scores Post COVID Lockdown

Students' academic 
assessment scores are 

currently plummeting right before our 
eyes. Math and reading comprehension 
levels of students in all areas are at a his-
torically low point. It seems that stu-
dents are not as motivated or determined 
to learn and grow as they were a few 
years prior. So, what is the underlying 
cause of this major drop? How can we 
combat this issue and improve our edu-
cation systems? 

Multiple studies have shown that the 
recent coronavirus pandemic is most 
likely the number one cause for these 
sudden academic drops across the U.S. 
The National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES) recently administered 
age 9 students a specialized test to deter-
mine their average scores in both read-
ing and math. Surprisingly, the average 
reading score dropped by five points 
since 2020, the largest decline in this 
subject since the 1990s, and the average 
math score dropped by seven points, the 
first recorded decline ever in this sub-
ject. The same organization also offered 
these 9-year olds a questionnaire based 
on their remote-learning experiences. A 
good portion of students stated that they 
had a tougher time understanding topics, 
asking for help, and finding other online 
learning resources during the national 
quarantine. So, it is safe to conclude that 
the pandemic has greatly weakened the 
U.S. education system. However, many 
professionals believe that that is not the 

only reason for the recent decreases. 
Peggy Carr, commissioner of the NCES, 
concludes that “School shootings, vio-
lence, and classroom disruptions are up, 
as are teacher and staff vacancies, 
absenteeism, cyberbullying, and stu-
dents’ use of mental health services…” 
are all causes of these discrepancies. 
School is supposed to be a safe space for 
all different types of people, but nowa-
days it is slowly becoming a dangerous 
warzone both physically and emotional-
ly. So, how can students combat these 
disadvantages and come out on top? 
Well, one tip I would suggest is using 
school resources to your advantage. 
Many schools offer a free tutoring pro-
gram for students who need help raising 
their grades. If you are a high school stu-
dent, there are usually student-run clubs 
that focus on certain subjects, so maybe 
look into joining some of them for assis-
tance. Also, if you are ever feeling 
down, feel free to talk to somebody. It 
can be a parent, sibling, friend, or any-
body who is willing to listen to you. 
Expressing your feelings is a great way 
to relieve yourself of your worries and 
refresh yourself.  

There’s a saying from one of my 
favorite movies that goes, “When the 
going gets tough, the tough get going.” 
Despite these unfavorable circum-
stances, students can overcome these 
challenges  through perseverance, moti-
vation, and dedication.

Every Cloud Has a Silver Lining
There always is a possibility for a 

good ending to a bad experience. When 
you lose a loved one to a virus, just think 
that your loved one wouldn’t want to see 
his family being eternally sorrowful, 
mourning for years but to just remember 
him lovingly. You can still cry and sob, 
and let all the emotions flow, but 
acknowledge that it was not really a 
loss. Instead of your loved one losing 
the battle to the illness, it was a draw. 
The virus is now gone and defeated, and 
so is that person. 

When you notice that smoke and emis-
sions pollute the air, you can still find 
the silver-lining. A sunset is not beauti-
ful unless there is pollution. During a 
fire or with heavy smog, the sky is more 
vivid than usual. This is because our 
pollution caused sunsets to have brighter 
color.  

Losing a job or getting fired is a break 
from work. One can study more or finish 
a degree and get rehired with new set of 
skills. Failing an important test or exam 
can motivate you to improve your strate-

gies in studying. So get 
fixated on how you are 
a failure. The loss 
should drive you to conquer any obsta-
cles that you come across.  

Every successful person is not perfect; 
there is always something that makes 
the journey harder, but we never quit. 
We overcomes our fears and the tests 
that life throws at us.  

Famous examples include Thomas 
Edison, the person who failed 10,000 
times just to invent the lightbulb. 
Benjamin Franklin ended his formal 
education at the age of 10 due to finan-
cial problems. But he educated himself 
through reading library books, invented 
bifocal glasses which we use to enhance 
our vision. He invented the lightning 
rod, which saved thousands of lives and 
buildings from lightning strikes and was 
instrumental in the founding of this 
nation. He started from being a poor kid 
to becoming an accomplished, wealthy 
figure in history.

Venomous snakes and various birds of prey are known to consume these cats. 
Jackals and wild dogs are other predators that feed on sand cats. Sand cats are soli-
tary and hunt at night. Occasionally, they will share burrows. Sand cats will dig bur-
rows when temperatures become too extreme. They have about a litter of one to 
eight kittens. https://www.iucnredlist.org/ to discover more endangered species 

Autumn Vibe  
A mazing colors in the trees 
U biquitous wildlife coming into view  
T asty nature desserts; eating pumpkin pie in the breeze! 
U p in the mountains, bears fall in a deep sleep 
M any squirrels see acorns and leap– 
N estling them in the den to keep.



THEATER PERFORMANCES
THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  

NOV 10 through DEC 3   
• She Kills Monsters: James D. Young 
Theatre: Discovering Truths in an 
Imaginary World we follow Agnes 
Evans as she comes to terms with the 
death of her mysterious teenage sister, 
Tilly. When she finds Tilly’s Dungeons 
& Dragons notebook, she embarks on an 
adventure in the gaming world of Tilly’s 
refuge. Filled with pop-culture refer-
ences, this drama-comedy set in the 
world of fantasy role-playing games is a 
surprisingly sweet tale of friendship, 
loss, and acceptance.   

800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton.  
$14 (657) 278-3371  

pac-boxoffice@fullerton.edu  
THURS, FRI, SAT 

NOV 25 through DEC 18 
• Gypsy: The GEM Theatre: Gypsy is 
the ultimate tale of an ambitious stage 
mother fighting for her daughters' suc-
cess - while secretly yearning for her 
own. Set all across America in the 1920s 
and 30s, when vaudeville was dying and 
burlesque was born, Arthur Laurents' 
landmark show explores the world of 
two-bit show business with brass, 
humor, heart, and sophistication.  
The GEM is fully accessible and ADA 
compliant.  

12852 Main St, Garden Grove,   
(714) 741-9550   www.thegemoc.com  

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  
NOV 19 through DEC 23 

• Santa Claus kidnapped by Martians!: 
Maverick Theater: This holiday season 
join Santa on a madcap adventure in 
outer space! Performed with a light 
hearted style that is suitable for children 
and even cranky adults. This show is 
restricted to ages 5 and up. $30/$15 
(kids under 10) 

110 E Walnut Ave, unit B, Fullerton 
(714) 526-7070   mavericktheater.com  

FRI, SAT, SUN  
NOV 19 through DEC 18 

• A Bronx Tale: Stage Door Repertory  
Theater: It tells the coming-of-age 
story of Calogero Anello, a young New 
Yorker torn between the temptations of 
organized crime and the values of his 
hardworking father. $28  

1045 N Armando St, Ste B,  
Anaheim Hills,  (714) 630-7378   

stagedoorrep.org  
FRI, SAT, SUN  

through NOVEMBER 5 
• Blue Stockings: Hallberg Theatre: 
The empowering story of four young 
women fighting for their right to a uni-
versity education.  

800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton.  
$24 (657) 278-3371  

pac-boxoffice@fullerton.edu 
THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  

through NOVEMBER 5 
• The Laramie Project: Arena Theatre: 
Matthew Shepard's death became a 
national symbol of intolerance, but for 
the people of Laramie the event was 
deeply personal, and it is their voices we 
hear in this stunningly effective theater 
piece.  

800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton.  
$24 (657) 278-3371  

pac-boxoffice@fullerton.edu  
THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  

NOV 4 through NOV 13 
• 26 Pebbles; The Phantom Project 
Theatre: A 20-year old walked into 
Sandy Hook Elementary School and 
killed 26 innocent souls before taking 
his own life. These 26 innocent deaths, 
like pebbles thrown into a pond, created 
ripples and vibrations that were felt far 
beyond the initial rings. This is the story 
of those vibrations. $15 to $30 

311 S Euclid St, La Habra  
(714) 690-2900  

https://thephantomprojectstheatre.com  
THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  

NOVEMBER 3, 4, 5, & 6 
• Opera Scenes: CSUF Recital Hall: 
Disguises, misheard instructions, magic 
spells, and much more take center stage 
in “A Case of Mistaken Identity.” 
Featuring scenes from several of our 
most-beloved operas and operettas, as 
well as a few hidden gems and a new 
work to boot, the students of the opera 
theatre will have you laughing and 
falling in love as identities are hidden 
and some revealed when confusion, 
deception, and gossip reign supreme in 
“A Case of Mistaken Identity.” $5  

800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton  
(657) 278-3371   

WED, THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  
NOV 25 through DEC 23 

• Little Women – The Broadway 
Musical: Bette Aitken theater arts 
Center: From the novel that holds a spe-
cial place in the heart of American liter-
ature, comes a new musical that proves 
this timeless story is still relevant, funny, 
and heartbreaking today. Join rambunc-
tious Jo, practical Meg, sweet Beth, and 
romantic Amy as they embark on a com-
ing-of-age tale filled with drama, 
romance, humor (and song!), all under 
the watchful eye of their beloved 
Marmee while their father is away dur-
ing the Civil War. You will not want to 
miss this terrific theatrical treat for the 
holidays, perfect for the entire 
family!Great for the entire family. 

5522 E. La Palma Ave, Anaheim   
(888) 455-4212
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TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

TICKET TO PARADISE: A Hit and a Miss

Film scholar and pundit David 
Thomson once said that “pretending is 
sweeter than living.” After a deluge of 
Covid concerns and political rancor, the 
American public seemed ready for 
director and co-writer Ol Parker’s call to 
pretending with his slightly updated ver-
sion of the romantic comedy. Even the 
title “Ticket to Paradise” invites us to 
trade reality for a make-believe version 
of life. With a plot that requires suspen-
sion of disbelief, Parker knew he needed 
two age-appropriate but still charismatic 
actors: Julia Roberts and George 
Clooney. 

These two movie stars have shared the 
screen in five films, starting with 2001 
“Oceans Eleven,” and are comfortable 
with barbs and banter that “Ticket to 
Paradise” requires of its leads. Georgia 
(Roberts) and David (Clooney) were 
divorced 20 years earlier and their 
daughter is now graduating from law 
school, but their animus extends to irri-
tation about having to sit  next to each 
other at her graduation ceremony. 
Daughter Lily (Kaitlyn Dever) along 
with her best friend Wren (Billie Lourd) 
decides to celebrate the end of her years 
of studying by vacationing in Bali. 

There she meets and falls in love with 
Gede (Maxime Bouttier), a seaweed 
farmer, whose family has just expanded 
their market to a long-distance business 
arrangement with Whole Foods.  Three 
weeks later, Lily and Gede are planning 
a wedding to which her parents are invit-
ed.  This time David and Georgia are 
seated next to each other on a 20-hour 
flight to Bali, hoping to dissuade Lily 
from a hasty marriage. After recalling 
the horrors each has retained of their 
own brief marriage, they now plan not to 
show their disapproval of Lily’s wed-
ding by pretending to go along with it 

while hoping that Lily will see the error 
of her decision.  

Bali is a tropical paradise even if 
David does get bitten while swimming 
in a school of dolphins. Gede’s Balinese 
family is warm and welcoming to David 
and Georgia while they practice their 
roles in the upcoming Balinese marriage 
ceremony. But David and Georgia do 
find time to bait each other with all of 
the reasons they had split twenty years 
earlier. Another irritant that arises in this 
rom-com is the coincidence that the pilot 
who flew the plane that brought them to 
Bali is Georgia’s current boyfriend 
(Lucas Bravo), who seems more inter-
ested in Georgia than she is in him. But 
his ardor is certainly noticed by David. 

One of the appeals of Clooney as an 
actor is his willingness to allow himself 
to look foolish on screen. At a pre-wed-
ding party, when David has had a bit too 
much to drink, he gets on the dance floor 
and makes some goofy gyrations that the 
younger generation make fun of. He also 
appears foolish playing beer pong. But 
the silliness reminds Georgia of the man 
she once fell in love with and her 
demeanor begins to soften. 

“Ticket to Paradise” is probably one of 
the few rom-coms that focuses on the 
older generation. The audience becomes 
more invested in the future of David and 
Georgia than they are in the young 
lovers slated to be married. It may be the 
first rom-com for the AARP generation. 
However, the movie concentrates too 
heavily on coincidence to distinguish 
itself, and the dialog lacks the kind of 
wit one would like to hear in a comedy. 
It also disappoints us to learn through 
the end credits that the lush scenery was 
shot not in Bali but on the Gold Coast of 
Australia. 
The movie is screening in theaters only.



THROUGH DEC 8 
• M-F: 10am-5pm & Sat-Sun: 
12pm-4pm: Intercultural: 
Intercultural is an award winning 
critically acclaimed art exhibition 
created by Interdisciplinary Artist 
Sheinina Lolita Raj with Sound Art 
collaboration by two time Grammy 
winner Nelly Furtado.   

At The Muckenthaler  
 1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton 
714-738-6595  info@themuck.org

I Saw it in the Observer Calendar FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 11 EARLY NOVEMBER 2022
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

• 3pm: University Symphony 
Orchestra  Chamber Music, Classical 
Music $10  

CSUF Meng Concert Hall  
800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton 

(657) 278-3371  
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

• 7:30pm: SYNERGY VOCAL JAZZ & 
LAB BAND   Jazz Lab Band Series  
Adult $10.00, Child $5.00  

Fullerton College Campus Theatre  
321 East Chapman AveFullerton   

(714) 992-7142 music@fullcoll.edu  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

• 6pm: Cello Choir   Classical guitar $5 
CSUF Recital Hall 800 N State College 
Blvd, Fullerton (657) 278-3371 
• 8pm: Symphonic Winds Classical 
Music $5  

CSUF Meng Concert Hall  
800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton 

(657) 278-3371  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

• 3pm: CSUF Symphonic Winds  
Classical Music $10  

CSUF Meng Concert Hall  
800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton 

(657) 278-3371  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

• 8pm: CSUF Jazz Singers   Jazz 
Music $10  

CSUF Meng Concert Hall  
800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton 

(657) 278-3371

Fullerton  
Museum Center 

THROUGH DECEMBER 30  
Picturing America’s Pastime: 
The Hall of Fame’s collection of 
approximately 350,000 unique 
images is the world’s premiere repos-
itory of baseball photographs, span-
ning well over 150 years of the 
sport’s history accompanied by the 
words of those who were there.  

Fullerton Museum Center,  
301 N Pomona Ave.  

(714) 738-6545 
fullertonmuseum.com 

Art  
Shows

Día de Los Muertos Celebration 
at Fullerton College, 321 E Chapman Ave 

 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2  

AT 5:30pm – 7:30pm 
 

Join us for a free evening of music, food, activities, ofrendas, 
and performances as we celebrate our ancestors. 

 
Bring a photo or memento of a loved one for the 

COMMUNITY ALTAR 
 
Hosted by  
Fullerton College Cadena Cultural Center

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
• 10am-4pm: KukerRanken Robotics 
(Drones) Roadshow 
Free Workshop and demonstration of 
robotics for Construction, Engineering, 
& Survey Using LiDAR and 
Photogrammetry Live flight, Software, 
hardware demonstrations Attendees 
have access to hands-on flight, mission 
5 planning, creating deliverables for 
every client. 
Fullerton College 321 E. Chapman Ave  
• 7:30pm: Dr. James Young Arts 
Legacy Award 
Dr. Monica Lee is the coordinator of 
piano studies and the Piano Teaching 
Certificate Program at Fullerton 
College.  Each semester, the piano pro-
gram provides service to over 300 stu-
dents taking beginning piano, piano 
ensemble, applied piano, jazz piano, and 
piano pedagogy courses. $30 general, 
$20 student, $15 member. 

Muckenthaler, 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton  info@themuck.org  

(714) 738-6595  
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4 

• 1:30pm: Meet the Executives: 
“Women in Leadership”: GUEST 
SPEAKERS: Jessica Word, CEO of The 
Word & Brown General Agency; 
Nathalie Mainland, SVP, Alteryx 
Education Program of Alteryx, Inc.. 
CSUF Mihaylo Hall | SGMH 2205 800 
North State College Blvrd Fullerton 
• 2 to 5pm: Fullerton ARBORETUM 
Plant Sale Check out over 100 varieties 
of California-native and ornamental 
plants grown here at the Arboretum!  

Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd  
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5  

• 2 to 5pm: Fullerton ARBORETUM 
Plant Sale Check out over 100 vari-

eties of California-native and ornamen-
tal plants grown here at the Arboretum! 

Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5 & 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

• 9am to 4pm: Artistic License Fair: 
Free  Get a jump on Holiday shopping, 
treat yourself to a one-of-kind gift, or 
just browse the dozens of booths featur-
ing unique handcrafted clothes, jewelry, 
and art!  

For vendor inquiries contact 
Marsha@themuck.org Muckenthaler 
1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton (714) 

738-6595  info@themuck.org  
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 

• 7:30pm: JAZZ COMBOS   Jazz Lab 
Band Series  Adult $10.00, Child $5.00  

Fullerton College Campus Theatre  
321 East Chapman AveFullerton   

(714) 992-7142 music@fullcoll.edu 

 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10 

• 7:30pm: The Tale of Shim Chong: 
This live play based on "The Tale of 
Shim Chong”, a traditional and widely 
known Korean folk tale, features tradi-
tional Korean music and dance. $30 
non-member/$20 student/senior 

 Muckenthaler 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton (714) 738-6595   

info@themuck.org 

Unplugged Thursdays in the Beer Garden
EVERY THURSDAY 4pm-8pm 

Unplug from your work week and enjoy our extended exhibit hours, gift shop, 
food trucks, special programming in the beer garden and more.  

Fullerton Museum Center  301 N Pomona Ave

Certified Farmers Market
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

•8:30am-12:30pm:  
Fullerton’s Certified Farmers Market 

It is small, BUT they have the best avocados,  apples, oranges,  
lemons, strawberries,  honey, nuts and tamales!  

Fullerton Community Center  
340 W Commonwealth Ave 

Support local farmers! No farmers . . . No food!

INTERWOVEN:  
ANN WEBER AND JASON KEAM 

through November 28th, 2022 
Interwoven is an exhibition featuring 
works by renowned sculptor, Ann Weber 
and muralist/painter/animator, Jason 
Keam. Both artists are recognized for 
their large-scale styles of meandering 
shapes and colors that on the surface, 
impact the viewer with the enormity in 
scale before recognizing the intimate 
qualities within. The works in this exhi-
bition take us on a journey allowing for 
an experience of connection that is inter-
woven with isolation. The beauty of 
abstract work is that the viewer com-
pletes the piece based on personal expe-
riences. In this post-pandemic environ-
ment, the sense of connection is what is 
desired yet questioned. This exhibition 
will be accompanied by a lecture by 
each artist.  
Fullerton College Art Gallery Rm 1004 

321 East Chapman Ave, Fullerton 
 (714) 992-7271  art@fullcoll.edu
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VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2022 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBH6THuTKER5TrjoSRjw0ww/videos

Climbing up the stairs of the CSUF 
Pollak Library, I stopped at the fourth 
floor. Amidst the child development 
textbooks and young adult and juvenile 
literature, I encountered a small exhibit 
that focused on the history of the 
Placentia Fruit Company and how it 
related to the state’s oldest Valencia 
Orange orchard, originally planted in the 
middle of what is now the CSUF cam-
pus.  

Curated by Trish Campbell, Exhibit 
Program Coordinator at CSUF’s Pollak 
Library and Adjunct Professor in the 
Division of Anthropology, this small 
display was one component of a larger 
exhibition that marked the Fullerton 
Arboretum’s 40th anniversary. The full 
display was initially shown in the 
Orange County Agricultural & Nikkei 
Heritage Museum at the 
Fullerton Arboretum from 
2018 to 2019. 

Consisting of two glass 
tables and a wall display con-
taining photographs on loan 
from the Bowers Museum 
with captions and newspaper 
clippings documenting early 
Orange County history, this 
exhibit is located right next to 
the Pollak Library’s 4th-floor 
restrooms and elevators. 
Although small, it happens to 
hold a lot of useful informa-
tion. Housing orange crates 
and their labels, the display 
begins by explaining who 
Richard H. Gilman was, and 
how his history relates to the 
planting of the first Valencia 
orange grove in Southern 
California. 

“Richard Gilman, a native 
of New Hampshire, arrived in 
Sonoma County, California, 
where he joined with a group 
in 1872 in forming the 
Southern California Semi-Tropical Fruit 
Company (SCSFC),” reads the exhibit 
wall text. The company was searching 
for fertile citrus-producing land to 
develop. “Gilman, on behalf of the cor-
poration, purchased for them a tract [in 
Southern California] consisting of 110 
acres at a rate of $17.50 per acre from 
the Sterns Land Company. Returning 
north, he reported the deal. Gilman 
returned in 1873, arriving in Placentia 
equipped with a four-horse team and a 
wagon loaded with farming tools to 
begin the development of one of the ear-
liest citrus ranches in the southland.” 

Interestingly, Gilman received a deliv-
ery of “orange trees of ‘unlabeled’ vari-
eties” from a place called the River 
Brothers nursery in London, England, 
according to the wall text. Reading on, I 
found out that “one variety” of oranges 
“was a late producer and Gilman pio-
neered the development of groves from 
buds from this tree known as the 
Valencia late.” In 1880, Gilman went on 
to plant the first 5-acre grove of Valencia 
oranges. This location on the Gilman 
Ranch, which is now part of CSUF, 
became known as the birthplace of the 
world-famous Valencia orange, a widely 
popular summer-time fruit that helped 
boost Placentia’s economy.  

What I didn’t know until encountering 
the exhibit was that all strains of this 
type of orange can be traced back to the 

River Brothers nursery. From the 
research on display, I learned that the 
strains of Valencia Orange are all 
believed to have entered the U.S. in 
about 1876, and some were developed in 
hothouse conditions in a nursery in New 
York, before arriving in Florida and 
California. 

I also noticed that quite a few of the 
photos and newspaper articles on dis-
play are on loan from the Bowers 
Museum. Trish Campbell explained that 
they contributed a small amount to the 
section in the library, but there were 
more photos and artifacts included in the 
initial exhibit.  

“It was a much larger exhibition, 
which included a section on the 
Chapman Family, and early packing,” 
explained Campbell via email, “I bor-

rowed a couple of orange 
crate labels and three small 
tools/implements from the 
Bowers for that section that 
are not included in the library 
part. All other objects came 
directly from the Fullerton 
Arboretum. That is with the 
exception of a few photo-
graphs.”  

She explained that the 
library installs small exhibits 
on the fourth floor that can 
highlight a part of their collec-
tion. “In this instance, we 
focused on farming and gar-
dening, which prompted me to 
ask the arboretum if I could 
borrow the early history sec-
tion. Unfortunately, you didn’t 
see the whole thing, part of it 
has been de-installed and the 
rest to follow shortly,” said 
Campbell, who had five stu-
dent assistants help curate the 
original exhibit. 

Since that exhibition was 
much larger and focused more 

on the arboretum’s history, Campbell’s 
research was largely done using scrap-
books, photo albums and other 
ephemera from the Fullerton 
Arboretum’s archives, or borrowed from 
members of the Friends of the Fullerton 
Arboretum, with a few items from 
University Archives and Special 
Collections in the Pollak Library. 
“When I started working with the 
arboretum on this project, we had quite 
a lot to cover from the earliest days of 
the arboretum,” she said. “To have a 
fuller picture, we really needed the his-
tory that predates CSUF.” 

Everything changed when she found 
one small photo album with a few pic-
tures of Richard Gilman, his wife, and a 
couple of newspaper clippings, which 
then prompted her to conduct research 
on earlier components of Gilman’s life, 
such as how he came to California and 
why, or when. As that information 
unfolded, so did Campbell’s research on 
early irrigation in the area, water rights, 
the names of early farmers, and promi-
nent members of the community. She 
said, “Making these discoveries helped 
to fuel my goals of creating a picture of 
the properties surrounding what would 
become Cal State Fullerton and the 
Fullerton Arboretum.” 

When she begins any project, there is 
always an element of research. 
However, the rigor with which that is 

History of Placentia Fruit Company  
Explored at CSUF Library

carried out is often determined by the 
type of exhibition and other factors. 
Campbell explained that the rigor used 
is important so that any content includ-
ed, or narrative used, is as accurate as it 
can possibly be. While conducting her 
research for the small exhibit on Richard 
Gilman’s history, she learned more 
about the early history of the area, which 
she believes has fallen out of recent 
memory. 

“I have been around a little while, and 
learning more about our location and our 
predecessors is exciting,” said 

Campbell. “It’s like putting together a 
giant puzzle. It is hugely gratifying to 
share this small part of Richard 
Gilman’s story and that of early CSUF 
and Arboretum history with our commu-
nity. One part of Richard Gilman’s story 
is part of our story, or the story of those 
who follow and part of the institutional 
stories shared by CSUF and the 
Fullerton Arboretum. I want to believe 
that by understanding how these people 
and components are related, that perhaps 
we have a better understanding of why 
they are important to our futures.”

 
 

This location 
on the Gilman 
Ranch, which 
is now part of 
CSUF, became 
known as the 

birthplace  
of the  

world-famous 
Valencia 
orange,  
a widely  
popular  

summer-time 
fruit that 

helped boost 
Placentia’s 
economy.

Above: Richard Gilman Exhibit at CSUF Library   Below: Three orange trees in 
the middle of CSUF campus to commemorate original orange grove.

Homecoming: Inside the Mosh Pit BY ESHA SALMAN 

This past weekend on October 22 was 
Homecoming for many schools in the 
Fullerton Joint Union High School 
District. While most students expected 
to take pictures at Hillcrest and head 
straight to school after eating dinner, 
they were met with pouring rains that 
still could not dampen the Homecoming 
spirit. 

Most Homecoming dances lasted from 
7-10, and the beginning of rain started at 
around 6:30 as the sky started to darken. 
At Troy High School’s Homecoming, 
the entrance was crowded with shiver-
ing students huddling under shared 
umbrellas in a line that stretched around 
the school. The dance continued to take 
place in the unsheltered quad, where a 
huge group of students crowded, form-
ing a mosh pit and continued to dance 
despite the flooding rains from above. 

The mosh pit was filled with students 
crowding around each other and dancing 
with barely any room to move. With stu-
dents tripping over each other from the 
limited space and the slippery puddles 
underneath, junior Heta Mody from 
Troy High School describes what this 
experience was like for her. 

“Homecoming in the rain was an 
experience for sure. The overall vibe 
was different compared to last year 

because you were getting drenched and 
screaming with your friends having the 
time of your life.” Mody said. “The 
mosh pit was definitely something else 
this year too. It was super packed and 
we had a lot of dance circles where peo-
ple went in and did their own moves for 
the concert. It felt a little like a concert 
mosh because at times it was way too 
packed to be safe and a couple fell over 
and got hurt, but overall it was just a 
really fun time.” 

The experience of being in this pit was 
unlike any other Homecoming dance. 
The rain from above coupled with the 
bright lights and blasting music created 
a whole new Homecoming effect for this 
year’s students that attended the dance. 
While some enjoyed this experience as 
something exciting and new, others 
thought it to be overwhelming. Junior 
Shanessa Winata from Troy High 
School stated that, “the mosh pit was 
really fun, but also really dangerous.” 
Winata said. “I rolled my ankle and it 
hurt so much.” 

No matter the reactions from students, 
this Homecoming dance was definitely 
unique from other years and will stand 
to remain as a different experience for 
those in attendance.
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Awareness 
 by Jo Ann Branno   ck, Ph.D. © 2022

I taught college psychology for over 
40 years and one of my primary goals 
was to have my students become better 
consumers of information – to develop 
what is called critical thinking from the 
Greek word kritikos, which means to 
question, make sense of, and be 
able to analyze (Huffman, 
2004). Given the common mis-
conception and negative con-
notations of the word critical, I 
have chosen to rename it as 
evaluative thinking, which is 
based on the core belief that we 
all need to get all the estab-
lished facts pertaining to a 
topic or issue before deciding if 
it is true or false. 

The problem we have today 
is that there is so much false 
and so-called “fake news” out 
there claiming to be the truth. 
How do we identify the established facts 
vs. dangerous conspiracy theories and 
personal opinions? One way is to look at 
the source such as one radio talk show 
host, Alex Jones, who repeatedly 
claimed that the 2012 Sandy Hook 
Elementary School shooting that killed 
26 people was a hoax to force gun con-
trol and no children were killed.  Where 
was the evidence? How can someone 
morally live with themselves spewing 
such heartless information that they 
know is false and further increase the 
pain, especially for the parents who lost 
their beloved children in the massacre. 

Psychological studies have shown that 
first impressions are usually lasting, but 

what is stated first is not necessarily 
true. And what about when someone 
repeats the same statement over and 
over?  This good for incorporating infor-
mation into your long-term memory, but 
repetition does not mean accuracy.  

Think about how many times 
politicians use this technique to 
degrade their opponent in an 
election. 

To explore the advantages of 
evaluative thinking I will lean 
on my friend, Karen Huffman 
and her book, Psychology in 
Action, 12th Edition. It is with 
her permission that I will adapt 
her list of the three components 
of Critical Thinking/Active 
Learning and apply it to what I 
call Evaluative Thinking. 

The first one consists of the 
Affective Components or the 

emotional foundation, which can either 
enable or limit active learning.  

1) “Valuing truth above self-inter-
est.”  Evaluative thinkers recognize that 
the truth is sometimes in our self-inter-
est, a self-serving bias, where we ignore 
contradictory facts to our opinion.    

2) “Accepting change.”  Life is about 
adaptation and change and sometimes 
we need to re-evaluate our values and 
beliefs.   

3) “Empathizing.” Thoughtful 
thinkers have an awareness of one’s own 
thoughts and other people’s thoughts, 
feelings, and behaviors. Understanding 
people requires listening to other and 
hearing their side.  

 
 

Evaluate  
the  

information 
and the  

creditability 
of the  

source.  

EVALUATIVE THINKING

The second major components of eval-
uative thinking are the Cognitive 
Components, the thought processes:  

1) “Thinking independently.”  Do 
not just accept the beliefs of others or be 
easily manipulated.  Do your research 
using trusted sources, verify the infor-
mation with multiple sources, and then 
make up your own mind. 

2) “Defining problems accurately.”  
Identify the issues in clear terms or          
words to research a topic and gather rel-
evant information.   

3) “Analyzing data for value and 
content.” Evaluating the information 
and the creditability of the source.  Are 
there supported claims and accurate 
information? 

4) “Resisting overgeneralization.” 
This is where the temptation is to apply        
a fact or experience to situations that are 
only superficially similar.  

5) “Employing metacognition.”  
Think about your own thinking, where 
one reviews and analyzes their own 
thinking.  

The third major components of 
thoughtful thinking are the Behavioral 
Components: 

1) “Delaying judgment until ade-

quate data is available.” One does not 
make snap judgments, and waits until 
much of the information is in, called 
“keeping an open mind.” 

2) “Employing precise terms.”  
Clarification and objectively defining 
terms is important to be on the same 
page of interesting.   

3) “Gathering data.” Get as much 
information on all sides so you can   
evaluate the issue before making a con-
clusion.  

4) “Distinguishing fact from opin-
ion.”  Facts are statements that can be    
proven true.  Opinions are statements 
that express how a person feels about an 
issue or what someone thinks is true and 
may not have empirical evident to sup-
port it.  Know the difference. 

5) “Modifying judgments in light of 
new information.” Be willing to aban-
don or modify your judgments if contra-
dictory evidence or experience later 
contradicts your idea.  Even “facts” can 
change based on contradictory new evi-
dence. 

6) “Encouraging critical dialogue.” 
Be active questioners who challenge    
existing facts and opinions and welcome 
questioning of facts, ideas, and opinions.

New COVID-19 (bivalent) boosters 
for children ages 5 and older are now 
authorized by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and approved by 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). The updated 
COVID-19 vaccines are Pfizer-
BioNTech for children ages 5 through 
11 years, and Moderna for children and 
adolescents ages 6 through 17. An 
updated COVID-19 vaccine schedule 
for babies 6 months through adults 18+ 
years is now available, here. 

Updated COVID-19 booster vaccines 
contain added spike protein components 
to help restore protection that has since 
waned from prior vaccination, targeting 
recent Omicron variants that are more 
transmissible and immune-evading. The 
Moderna and Pfizer bivalent vaccine is 
authorized for administration at least 
two months following the primary series 
or booster completion. 

Orange County has a Test Positivity 
Percent of 6.4% and 125 persons are 
hospitalized with COVID-19, represent-
ing a decrease over the past several 
weeks. A spike in European COVID-19 
cases, however, has scientists in the U.S. 
urging Americans to take preventative 

measures as Europe has often been a 
precursor for what's to happen in the 
United States. 

As the weather cools and more people 
spend time indoors, where the virus 
spreads more rapidly, the risk for resur-
gence increases. There are many ways 
individuals actions can protect the OC 
community by following CDC preven-
tion recommendations, found at: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/ 
2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/ 

prevention.html 
FDA’s authorization of the updated 

(bivalent) COVID-19 vaccine booster 
for the younger age group, and CDC’s 
recommendation for use, are critical 
next steps to help provide increased pro-
tection – especially against severe 
COVID-19 disease and death. 

Ask your primary care providers for 
pediatric bivalent boosters or visit  

www.vaccines.gov or 
www.myturn.ca.gov.  

Scheduling appointments go to: 
www.othena.com. 
For more information on the COVID-

19 case counts in Orange County  
(see graph below)  

visit: www.ochealthinfo.com/covid.

COVID Positive Cases This Week: 
1,427 

Deaths Reported This Week:  
7 

Tests Reported This Week:  
25,253 

Cases Currently Hospitalized:  
105 

Cases Currently in ICU:  
11

Orange County, CA COVID-19 Case Count

COVID-19 Update:  
New Bivalent Booster Vaccine Now Available 

for kids as young as age 5 
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Follow the Money Behind the Candidates
Fullerton City Council District 5

• OSCAR VALADEZ Total raised: $45,145 (includes $12,000 loan to himself) 
13 large contributions from Fullerton residents and $1,631 in smaller contribu-
tions of less than $100 each which are often local. Some noteable major con-
tributions from: Apartment Assoc. OC $2,000, Mario Valdez $2,000, George 
Bushala $4,900, Freydel Bushala  $3,000, Mario Marvin (Lounge Group) $500, 
Jose Tagle $500, David Jerome Properties $500, SOCO Manor LLC $1,500, 
Fred Jung for Fullerton City Council $500, Fred Jung (Fullerton Junior All 
American $300, Edward Long (owner Tree Recycling) $2,000, Gilberto Vargas 
Tree Service $2,000 (8/25)  
• AHMAD ZAHRA has raised $$72,074 as of Oct 27. Large contributions from 
60 Fullerton residents and $3,012 in smaller contributions of less than $100 
each which are often local. Some noteable major contributions from: 314 
Action Victory Fund $2,000, Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 582 PAC $1,000, 
Fullerton Police Officers Assoc. PAC $4,900, Jan Flory $760, National Union 
of Healthcare Workers $2,000, Building Stronger California SW Carpenters 
$4,000, United Food & Commercial Workers Local 324 $3,000, United Union 
of Roofers, Waterproofers $500, SoCal dison $2,000, Fullerton Firefighters 
Assoc. PAC $4,900, OC Employees Assoc. $2,900, Equity California PAC 
$500, Rubina Chaudhery $2,050, Mohammad Raghib $1,517, Andres Solis 
$627, NIMEH Inc $3,500, Kamal Zafer (Petrocal Fule Inc) $4,500, Lina 
Feeghali (Pacific Towing) $3,071, Helen Higgins $200, Jacob Yang (Asian 
American Advancing Justice) $250, Marianne McClanahan $150, Mohannad 
Malas (Daa Investment) $2,750, OC Elder Law $250, Planned Parenthood OC 
PAC $500, Harry Langenbachr $250, Aaron Thakur for Schoolboard $500, 
Vivian Jaramillo $300, Adan Ortega (OSG Consultant) $4,500,  
Patricia Somrs manager West Coast energy $500, Joseph Rosati (NightOwl) 
$200, James Ranii $609, Caroline Jones (CSUF) $2,217, Lupe Ramirez $10, 
Mark Shapiro $325, Ayesha Hussaini $450, Dr. Faisal Qazi $2,100, Ruthi 
Hanchett $100, Tom Carpenter $1,000, Joanne Fawley $100, Marcy Fry $278, 
Shana Charles $125, James Kwanglim Ko $500, Sheeza Zuberi $300, Tubular 
Specialties MFG $4,500, John Phelps $4,900, Republic Services $500

Fullerton City Council District 3
• SHANA CHARLES Total raised: $ 22,311 (includes $1,000 loan to herself) 
25 large contributions from Fullerton residents & $3,504. in smaller contribu-
tions of less than $100 each which are often local. Some noteable major con-
tributions from: Sheet Metal, Air, Rail, Transportation Workers. Local #105 
$1,000, United Union of Roofers, Waterproofers #400, OC Employees Assoc 
PAC $1,000, Ken Morrison $600, NUHW Candidate Committee #1318200 
$500, Build the Bench PAC $1,500

Fullerton School District

Fullerton Joint Union High School District
•LAUREN KLATZKER Total raised $48,184. Some noteable major contribu-
tions from: Jamie Jauch, PYLUSD Principal $103, Fullerton Secondary 
Teachers Org PAC $38,000, Cut Ho, Analyst MeridianLink $2,000, DNOC 
$300, PACE CA School Employees. Assoc $1,400, Hillary Key, Art Step $517, 
Max Miller, IT. $517, Magdalena Villaba, teacher $518, Joanne Fawley, 
FJUHSD Boardmember $207, Chester Jeng, FJUHSD Boardmember $500, 
Women in Leadership Committee $500  
•MATT VAN HOOK Total raised $5,164. Some noteable major contributions 
from: Shawn Steele $500, Christian Pop, JLL source director $1,000, Michael 
Sugarman $100, Matt Van Hook, Biola U  $1,654, David Jerome (Realestate) 
$1500 

For more  on school board candidate campaign financial disclosures  
go to ocvote.gov or directly to public.netfile.com/pub2/?AID=coc

• TONY CASTRO Total raised: $1,432 from himself

• ARNEL DINO Total raised: $ 29,201 (includes $10,000 loan to self) 
5 large contributions from Fullerton residents and $901 in smaller contributions 
of less than $100 each which are often local. Some noteable major contribu-
tions from: Fullerton Police Officers Assoc. PAC $4,900, Asian Pacific 
Islanders for Progress PAC $2,000, Orbis Capital Inc $1,900, Chad Wanke 
(Orbis Public Affairs) $2,000, John Saunders (Saunders Properties including 
Ranch La Paz) $1,200, Mario Marvin (Lounge Group) $500, Anthony Bushala 
$1,000, Oscar Valdez $250, Mark Pulido (Chief Staff Rep Lowenthal) $100, 
Tim Carpenter, VP Frontier Real Estate Investments $1,000, Peter Whittingham 
Public Affairs $300, Adel Hagekhailil Metropolitan Water District SoCal 
General Manager $250

• JOHN YBARRA Did not file. If a candidate receives and spends less than 
$2,000, they are not required to file.

• RUDY GARCIA Did not file. If a candidate receives and spends less than 
$2,000, they are not required to file.

• RUTHI HANCHETT Total raised $28,647 (including a $1,967 loan from self), 
from 53 individuals. Some noteable major contributions from: Kimberly Yim, 
COO SOCO Group $100, Fullerton Elementary Teachers Assoc $5,000, Sharon 
Quirk-Silva $200, Blake Meza Dugandzic $500, Priscilla Meza Dugandzic 
$500, Women for American Values, $500, Paulette Chaffee. $100, Chris Heaton 
$100, Jamie. Jauch, PYLUSD principal $100, Karen Chang $150, CA Teachers 
Assoc $1000, Hilary Key, Owner Director, Art Steps $550, California Teachers 
Association $1,000   
• LISA WOZAB Total raised $15,961 (including a $400 loan from self), Some 
noteable major contributions from: Janice Meyer $500, Shawn Steele, $467, 
Jeffrey Terry SVP HUB $1,934, John Seminara $467, Marsha Granese $1,869, 
Michael Sugarman $1,600, Leland Wilson $1,000, Cara Thompson $467, 
Freydel Bushala $200, Susan Hirsel $700, Lawrence Houser $450, Lincoln 
Club OC State PAC $1000, David Jerome (Realestate) $1000, Leesa Walker 
$200

SEE CANDIDATE INTERVIEWS  
Early October issue click on E-Edition  

or click on video/podcast: www. fullertonobserver.com 

Listen to the Fullerton Observer’s Podcast  
Observing Fullerton

Ask about sponsoring Observing Fullerton podcast: 
observer@fullertonobserver.com 

listen on Spotify, Apple Music, and see us on YouTube.
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ANSWER KEY TO PUZZLE "BEWITCHED" on page 2:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

TIM SHAW Total raised $274,187 (includes $45,000 loan from Mark Bucher) 

Follow the Money Behind the Candidates
OC Board of Education District 4

PAULETTE CHAFFEE Total raised $287,083 ($280,000 in loans to herself) 
Building Stronger Ca (SW. Regional 
Carpenters) $500 (6/7) 
PACE CA School Employees Assoc 
$1,900 (6/2) 

United Domestic Workers Of America 
$500 (6/2) 
Ronald Kolar (L’Abril Management) 
$600 (5/24)

Fieldistead & Co, /Howard Ahmanson 
$10,000 (6/4) 
PJ Podlich $1,500 (6/2) 
Mary Alice Hatch  $9,000 (5/28) 
Michael Harrah  $10,500 (5/27) 
Michael Harrah non-monetary $10,500 
(5/25) 
Citizens for Arts & Innovation 
#1429925  $5,000 (5/25) 
Lincoln Club OC State PAC $33,300 
(5/23) 
Red Rock Group Inc. Non-monetary 
$5,410 (5/22) 
OC Charter Advocates for Greater 
Public Schools #1384538. $10,000 
(5/20) 

California Action - Mark Bucher 
$20,000 (5/19) 
Family Action PAC #1225424 $14,500. 
(5/16) 
Gregory Stapley, Caretrust Reit Inc 
$7,500 (4/22) 
CA Real Estate PAC CREPAC #89106  
$20,000 (4/15) 
Charter Public Schools PAC #1302433  
$50,000 (5/20) $25,000 (4/15) 
Mark Bucher $25,000 (3/27) 
Andrew Horowitz $5,000 (3/9)

Ballot Recommendations by Group Source:  
californiachoices.org

BALLOT  
MEASURE

California  
Democratic Party

California  
Republican Party

Peace & Freedom  
Party

PROP 1 Yes NO Yes

PROP 26 NO Yes

PROP 27 NO NO NO

PROP 28 Yes Yes

PROP 29 Yes NO Yes

PROP 30 Yes NO NO

PROP 31 Yes NO Yes

SEE CANDIDATE INTERVIEWS Early October issue click on E-Edition  
or click on video/podcast: www. fullertonobserver.com 

FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT AREA 4 
child advocate, educator, parent, and endorsed by  

THE FULLERTON ELEMENTARY TEACHERS ASSOCIATION  
www.ruthihanchett.com



Thank you Jesse La Tour!  
The Observer would like to thank Jesse La Tour, 

who has volunteered his time and energy as editor of 
the paper.  

His invaluable insights and corrections have made 
the paper better. 

Sadly, he has resigned from his role as editor, but 
hopefuly he will write his wonderful history of 
Fullerton articles for the Observer in the near future.  

Thank you, Jesse, for your service to the Fullerton 
community and best wishes  

From all the Observer volunteers.
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The Fullerton Observer volunteers celebrated 45 years at the Fullerton Public Library on October 22.   PHOTO BY DAMION LLOYD

This year marks the 45th anniversary 
of the Fullerton Observer, which was 
founded July 4, 1978 by a group of citi-
zens led by Ralph Kennedy as editor. In 
honor of this milestone, we decided to 
take a look back at the history of our 
hometown paper. 

In order to understand the Fullerton 
Observer, one must understand some-
thing about its two principal founders—
the late Ralph and Natalie Kennedy. 

Ralph was an aerospace engineer who, 
beginning in the late 1950s, became 
increasingly involved in civil rights and 
social justice movements along with his 
wife Natalie, who was a school teacher. 

It all started with housing discrimina-
tion. Back in the 1950s in Fullerton, 
before fair housing laws, it was common 
for neighborhoods to have racially 
restrictive housing covenants which pre-
vented non-white people from buying or 
selling houses in certain areas of town. 

Sensing unfairness, Natalie went door 
to door, with the couple’s children in 
tow, collecting signatures to drop the 
deed restriction in their neighborhood. 
They were successful and the Chins 
became one of the first Chinese families 
in Fullerton. The Kennedys and others 
went on to found the Fullerton Fair 
Housing Council, which later became 
the OC Fair Housing Council. 

As the 1960s rolled around, Ralph and 
Natalie became increasingly involved in 
the Civil Rights movement. 

Fullerton in the 1960s was not exactly 
a hotbed of progressive social move-

ments. Rather, this was a very conserva-
tive town with an active John Birch 
Society, and so the Kennedys and their 
more progressive friends tended to stick 
out. As an outgrowth of their involve-
ment in civil rights and social move-
ments, Ralph and Natalie started to get 
involved in local politics. 

“In the 70s, we were successful in get-
ting some more diverse people on the 
city council,” recalls Ralph and 
Natalie’s son Rusty Kennedy, “We elect-
ed people like Luis Velasquez, the first 
Latino on City Council, Frances Wood 
the first woman Councilmember, and 
Bob Ward, an early advocate for open 
space in Coyote Hills.” 

“The idea of starting an independent 
newspaper grew out of the sense that an 
important part of a strong democratic 
system is to have a free and independent 
press,” says Rusty, “So, the Fullerton 
Observer grew out of that.” 

Each member of the new all-volunteer 
newspaper had their own area of expert-
ise and interest and reported on those 
areas. Some of these early contributors 
included Barbara Johnson, Jim and 
Nadene Ivens, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, Marti Schrank, Rusty 
Kennedy, Bill Gann, and later the 
Harloes, the Standrings, the Cooneys, 
Mary Graves, Diane Nielen and so many 
more. For the crew the paper was a labor 
of love. 

Bill Gann, a junior high school jour-
nalism teacher, donated his expertise 
and labor. In those early pre-digital days, 

the paper had to be typed and laid out by 
hand. Headlines were “rubbed on” letter 
by letter. 

Barbara Johnson, who would go on to 
co-found Fullerton Interfaith 
Emergency Services (now Pathways of 
Hope) used to type all of the stories in 
columns, which were then cut out and 
waxed into the layout. 

Barbara hand-typed every issue for the 
first ten years of the Observer’s exis-
tence. For a time, she used the typeset-
ting machine at The Azteca newspaper 
in Santa Ana.  “You can see why we 
were so overjoyed to get a real comput-
er—when Ralph got an Apple 
Macintosh,” remembers Barbara. 

Founding members Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi are the longest-running con-
tributors to the paper. Roy was, for many 
years, the main distributor. In the early 
days of the Observer, the paper was 
delivered house to house by volunteers. 

 The paper started with a small circula-
tion once a month. Now, it goes out to 
10,000 households twice a month, plus 
has over 69,000 weekly readers online. 

In addition to covering local political 
and social issues, the Fullerton 
Observer has always tried to shine a 
light on local culture and community 
events that might otherwise be over-
looked. 

Aimee Aul began volunteering for the 
paper in 1979 as a high school senior. 

“You need to have a local newspaper 
to make people feel like they’re a part of 
more than just a city, but a real commu-

nity,” said Aul. 
In 1997, as Ralph battled cancer, he 

taught Sharon how to run the paper. 
Before Ralph died in 1998, he made her 
the editor, though she refused to take the 
title until after he was gone. 

The transition from Ralph to Sharon 
was hard at times. Some folks dropped 
out, but most of the key contributors 
stayed on. 

After 22 years as editor, Sharon 
Kennedy retired in December 2020. The 
paper was then passed onto Saskia 
Kennedy.  

A new team of young Observers creat-
ed Observing Fullerton Podcast. The 
new volunteers are: Urooj Naveed, 
Adrian Meza, Bianca Bravo, and 
Jackson Henry. The first season they 
produced over 20 podcasts and the sec-
ond season is off to a great start. 
Nonprofits, Community Leaders, and 
Local Politicians among others have 
been interviewed about what they do to 
make the Fullerton community wonder-
ful.  

From its very inception, the Fullerton 
Observer has been a progressive news-
paper with a passion for social justice in 
a historically conservative area.  

This abbreviated history leaves a lot 
out, including many key contributors 
over the years to the present, but gives 
you an idea how the Fullerton Observer 
was started and continues as a collabora-
tion of local citizen volunteers whom 
believe in the importance of a local inde-
pendent newspaper.

THANK YOU  
TO ALL OUR SUBSCRIBERS!   

Every October we ask our subscribers who want to continue to have the 
Fullerton Observer delivered by mail to their homes to resubscribe through 
this notice on the frontpage. 

Also thank you to all the subscribers who remembered the date and sent 
in their subscriptions early! 

For regular subscribers already on our list please send your mailing label 
along with your check for $39 to Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, 
Fullerton CA 92834. Sorry we don’t mail outside the US mainland. For new 
Subscribers please send a note with the name and address of where you 
would like the paper mailed. 

For online subscribers your subscription will automatically renew unless 
your credit card information has changed. If you need help call or email us. 

Thank you to all of our 10,000 households of readers in Fullerton who 
sub- scribe or pick up the paper for free at the racks around town and those 
69,000 + who read the paper online at www.fullertonobserver.com 

The Fullerton Observer Community Newspaper is a not-for-profit 45-
year- old hometown paper created and published by a crew of local volun-
teers. 

Call us at 714-525-6402, email us at contact@fullertonobserver.com, or 
write us at PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834 with any questions. And feel 
free to add a note telling us how we are doing and what we could do better. 
We love to hear from readers. Thanks!  The Fullerton Observer Crew

Fullerton Observer celebrates 45 years  BY JESSE LA TOUR 


