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October  10 
• First day vote-by-mail ballots  
are available  
• Voters registered by this date  
will be mailed a county voter  
information guide 

October  24 
• Final close of registration  

October  29 
• Vote Centers open 

November 1 
• Last day to apply for a replacement 
vote-by-mail ballot  

November  5 
• Additional vote centers open 

November 8 
• Date of election. Vote!

IMPORTANT  
ELECTION DATES

RegisterToVote.ca.gov

Annual Subscription Drive for the Observer
October is the month the Observer asks 

you to subscribe, resubscribe, or purchase 
a gift subscription. We now offer digital 
subscriptions as well. Yes, the paper and 
digital versions are still free to pick up, 
but your subscription helps us budget for 
printing, distribution, and shipping costs. 
This year is especially important because 
the cost of printing and shipping has gone 
up several times.  

Subscriptions are $39 per year for 21 
issues. The paper version is mailed direct-
ly to you through the US postal service. 
The digital version (now partly in color) 
can be accessed at: WWW.FULLERTONOB-
SERVER.COM 

A convenient pay portal is online at the 
above website under SUBSCRIPTION or you 
can send a check to: Fullerton Observer, 
PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834 

The Fullerton Observer community 

newspaper, founded in 1978, is staffed by 
local volunteers who create, publish, and 
distribute the paper throughout our com-
munity and online.   

This is a not-for-profit venture. 
Revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. The purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways.  

Through extensive coverage, the 
Observer writers seek to promote a sense 
of community and an appreciation for the 
values of diversity with which our coun-
try is so uniquely blessed. 

“These people have been put in prison and prison is 
not a home.” This was one of the statements made 
regarding the affordable senior housing property, 
Ventana located on Commonwealth Ave at the city 
council meeting on September 20. 

Two recent communications from property managers 
have impacted Ventana residents. The Fullerton 
Observer recently reported a Ventana management 
plan to increase rents by 30% at the low-income 
affordable complex. As soon as the story was released 

on fullertonobserver.com, the paper received a compa-
ny statement that the rent increase information was 
sent to residents in error and that notices were 
announced by management before any increase was 
approved by property owner, Richman Group of 
California. 

The statement read: “The recent notice that was sent 
to our residents was distributed prematurely before our 
internal review process was complete. The actual rent 
increase will be 10% and will take effect November 

1st. We apologize for any concerns the premature mes-
sage may have created.” 

The Observer was also notified hours after the story 
was released that Ventana residents received notices on 
their doors stating “All community areas, gym-patios-
hallway-elevator-lobby are open from 8am-10pm. Any 
time before or after these hours are a violation of your 
lease agreement.”  

According to the updated lease agreement (signed i n 

VENTANA CONTINUES TO HARASS SENIOR TENANTS BY ADRIAN MEZA

see Residents are calling Ventana a prison, page 13

The Moms of Maple created a beautiful event for Hispanic Heritage Month.  See story on page 7.    PHOTO BY ADRIAN MEZA

Opening back up after the pandemic 
was challenging all by itself, but now 
with the new requirement for patrons to 
pay for parking the Fullerton Arboretum 
has seen a decline in patrons and dona-
tions. According to Sinclair Andruska’s 
article in the Daily Titan, “Arboretum 
donations take a hit as university imple-
ments paid parking, the arboretum does 
not receive the parking fees. Instead, the 
money goes into an account that funds 
maintenance for all Cal State University 
Fullerton (CSUF) parking lots and struc-
tures. Even members who can pay any-
where from $59 to 10,000 do not get a 

break on the $4 per hour parking. 
However, parking remains free on week-
ends and Fridays after 5 pm.”  

The Joint Powers Agreement ended 
December 3, 2020, making the Fullerton 
Arboretum a fully integrated department 
within the self-support division of 
Extension and International Programs at 
CSUF. 

What do the donations and revenue go 
towards? Does the University pay for 
maintenance, employees, events, etc?  

According to Fullerton Arboretum 
website, “Arboretum members provide 
critical annual support to help maintain 

our gardens, support staff, enhance our 
campus and community connection, and 
expand environmental education and 
stewardship.” 

CSUF recently gave a pay raise of 
$98,000 to its President Framroze Virjee, 
making him the fourth highest paid CSU 
president, making about $476,000 annu-
ally, not including benefits. This right 
after a full campus closure during the 
pandemic. With those kinds of funds one 
would hope the university could find the 
funds to support Fullerton’s beloved 
Arboretum especially if they are discour-
aging members and patrons.

Arboretum Struggles After CSUF Requires Paid Parking  
BY SASKIA KENNEDY
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Listen to the Fullerton Observer’s Podcast Observing Fullerton
Ask about sponsoring Observing Fullerton podcast: observer@fullertonobserver.com 

ELECTION COVERAGE PAGES 8-11



Irene Imhof-Marciano 
Awarded President’s 
Builder Champion 

Award 2022-23 

 Irene Imhof-Marciano was nominated  
and received the 2022-23 California 
Hawaii Elks Builder Champion Award.  
This Award honors those Elks who are 
“Builders in Spirit” in their promotion 
of Elkdom and its Legacy.   

Irene’s passion is advocating for and 
supporting disabled children and their 
families. Since 2010, Irene has co-
chaired the Fullerton Elks’ Special Child 
Program, hosting eight to ten children 
each year at the Lodge. Dinner is pro-
vided and a formal presentation is made 
in the Lodge meeting, with gifts that are 
personalized and focused on each 
child’s therapeutic needs.  
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About 40 residents turned out to 
protest the “gift” of public land by then 
Supervisor Michelle Steel to her politi-
cal donor, Buck Johns. 

Gathering on the adjacent public tide-
lands trail on Thursday, September 8, an 
orderly group of individuals posted 
signs on the fence erected by Johns on 
the land that Steel sought to sell at a bar-
gain rate. 

If not for the timely intervention of 
Supervisor Katrina Foley, who held up 
the sale as she took office succeeding 
Steel, this would have been a done deal.  

After more investigation, the Board of 
Supervisors, at Foley’s instigation, 
voted to vacate the sale and ask Johns to 
take down the fence. 

This questionable process of public 
land sale and the intervention of a politi-
cian to pressure county staff was criti-
cized in a blistering OC Grand Jury 
Report, “Public Land Transactions: Will 
The Public Notice?” 

To date, Buck Johns has not taken 
down the fence and Michelle Steel has 
moved on to run for Congress represent-
ing parts of the City of Fullerton.

Michelle Steel Called Out  
for Gift of Public Land to Donor

From left to right, Marie Nunez, and 
Irene Imhof-Marciano  

at Fullerton Elks Lodge.

Irene’s friendly demeanor and ability to engage Lodge members and families to 
volunteer has allowed this program to be one of the Lodge’s favorites, with thou-
sands of volunteer hours assisting in Special Child events. There are generous dona-
tions of funds and gifts that let the children and their families know that they are part 
of the greater Elks family.       

Irene is a thirteen year Elk member whose volunteer hours and committee mem-
bership are too numerous to count, the most notable of which is her current position 
as “Volunteer Coordinator.”  She has also served as Esteemed Lecturing Knight, 
Lodge Chaplain and Assistant Tiler.  She works full time for a hospice organization 
yet still donates much personal time to Lodge activities.  She is a mentor to many 
and offers her assistance to younger members in how to get involved in charitable 
events and enjoy their membership. 

Fullerton Emblem 
club #469 presents 
$11,000 to Honor 
Flight Southland   

 
Fullerton Emblem club #469 recently 

gave a donation to Honor Flight 
Southland, a nonprofit which sends vet-
erans to Washington DC to visit memo-
rials, Arlington, Annapolis etc.  This is 
free to all veterans. On Sunday 
September 25, at 11:40 pm there was a 
welcome home party in southwest air-
line terminal 1 in baggage claim (LAX). 
The veterans on this flight got the wel-
come home they deserved but never 
received many years ago. It meant so 
much to them.  

To learn more visit www.honorflightsouthland.org. Fullerton Emblem club is a non profit helping our community with blood 
drives, scholarships, veterans and special needs children just to name a few. To learn more visit www.fullertonemblem.com.

Is the COVID-19 Pandemic Over? 
Cal State Fullerton Public Health Expert Says  

Global Disease Prevention is Still Crucial 
President Joe Biden said in a recent 60 

Minutes interview that, although 
COVID-19 is still a threat, the pandemic 
is a thing of the past. 

Dr. Mojgan (Mo) Sami, assistant pro-
fessor of public health and co-director of 
the Health Equity for All (HEAL) Lab at 
Cal State Fullerton and a special task 
force advisor on health and environment 
at the World Health Organization, warns 
against believing that the pandemic is 
over. Here are some of Dr. Sami's 
thoughts: 
Can we go back to “normal” or do we 

still need to take precautions? 
“Messaging from American leaders 

that claim the pandemic is over, or that 
we are only testing to treat illness rather 
than encourage communities to continue 
mitigation of transmission risk (e.g., get-
ting up to date with vaccines and wear-
ing masks in indoor public spaces) is 
disastrous for our global collective 
health and recovery.” 

“Technically speaking, a pandemic is 
‘over’ only when the World Health 
Organization says it’s over. And it’s not 
over!” 

“We must recognize that a highly 
transmissible respiratory infectious dis-
ease pandemic is a global phenomenon, 
which does not respect our norms of 
national sovereignty and personal free-
dom. Regardless of the declining num-
ber of reported cases in the United 
States, we must recognize that our 
health is highly interdependent with the 
health of all other nations.” 

What must we do? 
“It’s time to prioritize the prevention 

of disease and injury back into our dis-
courses of health in the United States. 
Health is not just the absence of disease, 
as stated by the WHO in its constitution. 
It is a state of complete physical, mental 
and social well-being for all communi-
ties.” 

“The sooner we recognize that our 
health is tied up with one another, the 
better we will deal with the myriad of 
global problems that are anxiously wait-
ing for collective solutions. Scientists 
can’t save us without global solidarity 
when it comes to climate change, infec-
tious diseases, war and injustice. We 
must recognize that the future is about 
collective care.”

Mojgan (Mo) Sami,  
Assistant Professor of Public Health  

at California State University Fullerton

Sign Up for Alert OC 
Stay in the know with local alerts from the city, police, fire, and more. 

www.alertoc.com
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The Fullerton Observer community 
newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie 
Kennedy, Roy and Irene Kobayashi, and 
other friends in 1978, is staffed by local 
volunteers who create, publish, and dis-
tribute the paper throughout our commu-
nity.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one. 
Revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed.  ____________________________  
10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  

are distributed throughout Fullerton  
and sent through the mail to subscribers  

every two weeks except only once  
in January, July & August.  

   
HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 

 Subscriptions are $39 per year. 
Sign up and pay with autopay at 

www.fullertonobserver.com 
or by check with name & address to:  

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton, CA 92834-7051 ________________________________  

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Visit us online at  

www.fullertonobserver.com  
& click on advertise, 

 ads@fullertonobserver.com,  
or (714) 525-6402 ________________________________  

• STAFF• 
• EDITOR: Jesse La Tour 
• LAYOUT: Saskia Kennedy 
• ADVERTISING & ACCOUNTING:  
  Saskia Kennedy & Urooj Naveed 
• CHIEF DIGITAL OFFICER: Mehul 
Desai   
• COUNCIL REPORT: Jesse La Tour 
• CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey 
• DISTRIBUTION: Irene Kobayashi,   
  Marjorie Kerr, & Leslie Allen 
• DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto 
• MENTAL HEALTH: Jo Ann Brannock 
• MOVIE REVIEW: Joyce Mason 
• PHOTOGRAPHERS: Emerson Little,  
  Mike Ritto, Jere Greene 
• PODCAST TEAM: Urooj Naveed,   
  Adrian Meza, Jackson Henry,  
  Bianca Bravo 
• POLITICAL COMMENTARY:  
  Jonathan Dobrer, Vince Buck 
• REPORTERS: Lance Langdon,   
  Matt Leslie, Jenn Olmedo, Judith  
  Kaluzny, Esha Salman, Jane Rands,    
  Anthony Robert, Adrian Meza,  
  Urooj Naveed, Faith Hochgesang,  
  Divya Bharadwaj, Sarah Kil 
• ROVING REPORTER: Jere Greene  
• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:  
  Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno  
• SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko  
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•VIDEO OBSERVER: Emerson Little 
• YOUTH EDITOR: Francine Vudoti 

 
Created & Published in Fullerton  

by volunteer locals since 1978 
  Published by Fullerton Observer LLC

 The Mid-October 2022 issue  
will hit the stands on October 17.  
SUBMISSION and AD deadline:  

October 10.

Unplugged Thursdays
EVERY THURSDAY 4pm-8pm 

Unplug from your work week and 
enjoy our extended exhibit hours, gift 
shop, food trucks, special programming 
in the beer garden and more. Fullerton 
Museum Center. 301 N Pomona Ave.

Farmers Market
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

•8:30am-12:30pm: Fullerton’s 
Certified Farmers Market 

 Shop for farm fresh organic fruit, 
vegetables, & more.  

It is small, BUT they have the best avo-
cados,  oranges, lemons, strawberries,  

honey, apples and tamales!  
Fullerton Community Center  
340 W Commonwealth Ave 

Support local farmers!  
No farmers . . . No food!

Rafael Flores Jr. (NY Yankees) helps out  
at West Fullerton Little League  

This year West Fullerton Little League (WFLL) had the 
honor of having Rafael Flores Jr. work with their trainees on 
hitting techniques. This was very exciting as Rafael was draft-
ed to the NY Yankees and is a local from Anaheim. He started 
where the kids are today and made his dreams come true by 
going pro.  

As a league, WFLL decided to take a step back from the 
competition and really focus on its players and rebrand a new 
experience for its players as well as the parents and the coach-
es whom volunteer for our players. Fall Training Camp will 
focus on the basic language of little league and the fundamen-
tals of hitting, throwing, in-fielding from ground balls to out 
fielding pop flies, base running, pitching, catching. Ensuring 
that our players will be ready for spring. Fall Training Camp 

is open to surrounding cities outside West Fullerton 
Boundaries. WFLL is a CO-ED league. (Please note: WFLL 
Spring Season is for registered players whom reside with-in 
the WF residential boundaries, unless a waiver can be given 
from your home little league).  

MORE INFORMATION: • Register at WFLL.ORG  • League Age 
groups are 4-10  (Player will be separated into 3 age groups.) 
• $75.00 Registration fee (included practice shirt and hat) 
Registration also covers permits for the fields as well as field 
maintenance and equipment • (5 to 7pm) Every Wednesday 
and Sunday. •  Located at Nicolas Jr High School 1100 W, 
Olive Ave Fullerton Ca 92833. Back baseball Fields. • WFLL 
is a non-profit organization and run on volunteers. Donations 
and volunteers are welcome.

Rafael Flores Jr. of the NY Yankees shows West Fullerton 
Little League players how to bat and poses with the kids 

during Fall Training at Nicholas Jr High. 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF WEST FULLERTON LITTLE LEAGUE

USA Swimming announced that 
Matthew Chai, a swimmer on Fullerton 
Aquatic Sports Teams (FAST), is a 
member of the US National Team. Chai, 
18, is the only high school aged swim-
mer from California to make the team.  

Chai, who graduated in the spring 
from Sonora High School, started at Cal 
Berkeley this fall.  

He qualified for the national team with 
his FAST team record of 15 minutes 
16.42 seconds in the 1500 meter 
freestyle at the World Championship 
Trials meet in June. The performance 
made him the sixth fastest swimmer in 
the country this past season.  

Chai joins FAST alumni Simon 
Lamar, who was named to the Open 
Water National Team earlier this year. 
Lamar attends Harvard University. 

FAST swimmer  
named to US National Team

Thank you  
Terry Hendricks  

The Observer would like to thank 
Terry Hendricks, who has volun-
teered her time as copy editor of the 
paper for the past four years. Her 
invaluable insights and corrections 
have made the paper more readable 
and professional. She is now taking a 
much-deserved leave. Thank you, 
Terry, for your service.
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UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
City Hall is located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave, www.cityoffullerton.com

• October 3 at 4pm:  
  Transportation & Circulation 
• October 4 at 5:30pm:  
  City Council 
• October 10 at 5:30pm:  
  Cultural Arts Subcommittee 

• October 10 at 6:30pm:  
  Parks & Rec Commission 
• October 17 at 5pm:  
  Infrastructure & Natural  
• October 19 at 5pm:  
  Active Transportation 

September 20 Meeting 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES  
The Council meets at 5:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month. Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings 
are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or council@cityoffullerton.com  

PUBLIC COMMENTS

 
• Fred Jung Mayor (District 1)   

(714) 738-6311 and at fred.jung@cityoffullerton.com 
• Nick Dunlap Council Member (District 2) 

(714) 738-6311 and at nicholas.dunlap@cityoffullerton.com 
• Jesus Silva Council Member (District 3) 

(714) 738-6311 and at jesuss@cityoffullerton.com 
• Bruce Whitaker  Mayor Pro Tem (District 4)  

(714) 981-8474 and at bwwhitaker@live.com  
• Ahmad Zahra Council Member (District 5) 

(714) 738-6311 and at AhmadZ@cityoffullerton.com 
• City Clerk at cityclerksoffice@cityoffullerton.com or (714) 738-6350

HUNT LIBRARY PHASE III – BUILDING REPAIRS PROJECT

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE

AGENDA FORECAST 
City Hall is located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave, www.cityoffullerton.com 
The next Fullerton City Council meeting is Tuesday, October 4 at 5:30pm. 

• Hunt Branch Library Partnership Opportunity Update 
• Outdoor Dining Application: Lagos Mexican Cuisine 
• Fire Chief and Council Responses to Grand Jury Report  
• City Response to Grand Jury Report on Water

Hate Activity Reports Increased in 
Orange County in 2021. These are only 
the reported incidents and crimes. Many 
victims of hate crimes are reluctant to 
report them to the police, and reported 
crimes do not always lead to arrests, 
prosecutions or even a record of hate 
crimes. Underreporting is also affected 
by the following:  

•Traumatic experience from bias-
motivated hate.  

•Fear of retaliation or continued 
harassment for reporting.  

•Reporting will further stigmatize one-
self, family, community, and/or culture.  

• Access to knowledge of where and 
how to report.  

Jo-Anne P. Matsuba, Chair of the OC 
Human Relations Commission stated, 
“In issuing this report, the Commission 
remains steadfast in its mission of iden-
tifying the root causes of tension and 
hopes that it sparks curiosity to explore 
community-focused strategies to elimi-
nate hate. Let us build a safe, equitable, 
resilient, and inclusive OC for everyone.  

The OC Human Relations 
Commission released its annual Hate 
Crimes Report for the year 2021 on 
September 15, 2022. Here are some 
excerpts from the report.  

398 reported hate crimes  
and incidents in OC in 2021 

• 97 Total Reported Hate Crimes 
• 301 Total Reported Hate Incidents 

What are hate crimes  
and hate incidents? 

A hate incident, defined by the 
California Department of Justice, is an 
action or behavior motivated by hate but 
which, for one or more reasons, is not a 
crime. The First Amendment allows for 

hate speech as long as it does not inter-
fere with the civil rights of others.  

If this type of behavior escalates to 
threats being made or carried out against 
a person or property, or becomes an 
incitement to commit violence, it would 
be classified as a hate crime. 

What do I do if I am victimized? 
• Call the police or sheriff's depart-

ment immediately if it is an emergency 
or if you are in present danger.  

• Obtain medical attention if needed. 
Be sure to keep all medical documenta-
tion.  

• Leave all evidence in place. Do not 
touch, remove, and/or clean up any-
thing.  

• Document what happened for evi-
dence by taking photographs and writ-
ing down exactly what was said, partic-
ularly any words indicating bias, moti-
vation, and other information that may 
be valuable. Get the name(s), 
address(es), and phone number(s) of 
other victims or witnesses. 

• If possible, write down a description 
of the perpetrator and the perpetrator's 
vehicle. 

• Report the occurrence. 
Reports can be made: 

•Phone - Dial 2-1-1 to report bias-    
 motivated hate activity in OC 
•Online form - hatecrime.211oc.org 
•Text OCHATEACITVITY  to 898211 
•Email ochateacitvity@211oc.org  
 with a description of what happened 
•Reports can be made in multiple  
 languages, including: English,   
 Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, Filipino,  
 Korean, Farsi, and Vietnamese 

To read the full report visit  
www.ochumanrelations.org

CLOSED SESSION

Before every public City Council meeting, there is a closed session during which 
Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public. 
During this meeting, Council met with legal counsel to discuss the case Michael 
Destiche v. City of Fullerton. 

Ventana Apartments: Some senior 
residents of the Ventana Apartments said 
that their rents are becoming increasing-
ly unaffordable and that the manage-
ment has restricted elevator use, which 
one resident called elder abuse. See 
story on front page. 

Fire Department: Some local resi-
dents and firefighters urged council to 

contract out with the OC Fire Authority 
because Fullerton’s fire department is 
underfunded and is facing retention 
issues. 

Lighting in Woodcrest 
Neighborhood: Diane Seville asked 
council to find the funding to fix the 
streetlights in her neighborhood, which 
is often dark at night.

Council voted to award a $2,459,823 construction contract to SS+K Construction, 
Inc. for the Hunt Library Phase III Building Repairs Project. The City is under 
budget by approx. $800,000 for this project and will need to identify funding.

COUNCIL DISCUSSES HOUSING INCENTIVE OVERLAY ZONE

Council received a report on the devel-
opment of a Housing Incentive Overlay 
Zone (HIOZ) as part of the City’s over-
all Housing Element plan. 
Implementing a HIOZ is meant to accel-
erate housing production in the City by 
allowing a property owner to develop 
housing on a property with a non-resi-
dential underlying zoning classification, 
such as commercial or industrial. 

For the latest Housing Element, the 
state is mandating that the City plan for 
building over 13,000 new units over the 
next eight years. 

HIOZ regulations would require the 
property owner to include a specified 
percentage of affordable housing units 
in the proposed development. This per-
centage has been recommended to be 
10%. 

843 parcels have been identified 
across the City which may be included 
in the HIOZ. This item will come back 
for Council approval in 2023. 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra 
expressed concern that the affordability 
percentage (10%) might be too low for 
Fullerton to meet its affordability goals.  

A consultant said that, if the City sets 
the affordability requirement too high, it 
could make projects not “pencil out” for 
developers. 

Mayor Jung said he was in favor of 
density bonuses, but not reduced park-
ing or other mandates. 

Councilmember Silva said that 
because many of the HIOZ parcels are 
on the south side of town, more outreach 
needs to be done there. 

Councilmember Zahra agreed that 
more outreach needs to be done on the 
south side of town in both Spanish and 
Korean communities. He said there 
should be more equity in the way devel-
opment fees are used–that they should 
benefit the communities where they are 
built. 

Mayor Protem Bruce Whitaker said, 
“Inclusionary housing means that for 
that percentage of affordable units, the 
cost just gets redistributed to the other 
units.”  

Councilmember Nick Dunlap said, 
“Mandatory inclusion or forced inclu-
sionary housing is just not something 
I’m supportive of. I think there are much 
better, market-driven ways to encourage 
the development of affordable housing. I 
like the density bonus.” 

During public comment, Eric Nelson, 
president of OC chapter of the Building 
Industry Association (BIA) argued 
against “mandates” like the affordable 
housing requirements, saying that 
“incentives” like a density bonus are 
preferred by developers. 

Alejandra Capistran said that the City 
needs to do more outreach in the com-
munity, particularly the lower income 
communities and communities of color. 

Leonel Velazquez, a renter in 
Fullerton, said, “Families who are con-
stituents are suffering these ridiculous 
housing costs and also injustices by their 
property managers in their living units.” 

Ameena Qazi said that families are 
getting priced out of Fullerton, and that 
more needs to be done to address hous-
ing affordability. 

Elizabeth Hansburg, former chair of 
the Planning Commission, said that she 
was part of an advisory committee that 
was put together to do outreach, but that 
this committee had been disbanded. 
Hansburg said that City planners with 
institutional knowledge (like Matt 
Foulkes and Heather Allen) quit after 
City Council fired former City Manager 
Ken Domer, which has diminished the 
outreach and planning the City could 
have done. 

AJ Hahn expressed concern that 
increased housing density would nega-
tively impact the City’s infrastructure. 

Jane Reifer of Friends for a Livable 
Fullerton asked that the affordability 
percentage be set at 20%.  

Blandy Morales, a single mother of 
two, said, “We need safe and affordable 
housing in Fullerton for families like 
mine. I keep hearing you have done out-
reach, but I’m not sure to who or how. I 
haven’t heard anything, nor my family 
or friends who live here in Fullerton.”

PRESENTATIONS

Hunger Action Month: Mayor Jung 
recognized September as Hunger Action 
Month. To learn more about Second 
Harvest Food Bank visit  feedoc.org. 

Little League Certificates were pre-
sented to players from local ZT Baseball 
team champions.

SIDEWALK ENCROACHMENT REVISION

Council voted unanimously to 
approve a revised agreement with Mario 
Marovic, owner of the property which 
includes the sidewalk encroachment at 
Harbor and Commonwealth. The 
revised Settlement Agreement states: 
•Marovic will pay all costs for design, 
materials, demolition and restoration of 
the public right-of way. Construction 
commencing no later than March 27, 
2023 and completed no later than July 

2023. •Marovic will provide a personal 
guarantee to ensure he will meet the full 
costs should any default in performance 
occur. •City will waive building fees and 
plan check and inspection fees. 
•Marovic will pay rent on the encroach-
ment space monthly, until removed.  
•Marovic or the City can terminate the 
Agreement if the City  ultimately denies 
the new CUP for the property or modi-
fies in a way not agreeable to  Marovic.

OC Human Relations Releases 2021  
Hate Crimes Report
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2022  • JonDobrer@mac.com

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION: The Community Opinion pages provide a 
free forum for the community.  The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of 
interest. Opinions are those of the writer.  We must verify your identity, but we 

allow initials  and town to be printed if desired, or anonymous if a reasonable case 
can be made as to why that is necessary. Opinions sent to us without name, address 
and phone number will not be printed. Due to space issues shorter letters have a bet-

ter chance of getting in. Thanks! contact@fullertonobserver.com or mail to: 
Fullerton Observer PO Box 7051 Fullerton CA 92834

“What is the city doing to miti-
gate homeless encampments on the 
underpasses? How can we help 
these people?” The Observer sent 
photos and asked several people in the 
city to answer the question.  

The first to respond was 
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra who said, 
“The freeway underpasses and ramps 
are Caltrans property and cities have no 
jurisdiction over them which makes it 
difficult for outreach and clean up. We 
have contacted Caltrans and they are 
sending a crew to clean up on Sept 27th 
and will allow us access during that time 
to outreach and offer services. For long 
term, I’ve asked our staff to explore 
joining the Clean CA program that could 
allow us access on a regular basis and 
we’re working with Caltrans to see if we 
can qualify for such.”   

Fr Dennis Kriz, OSM, a local priest 
and homeless people advocate said, “A 
fair question could be asked how many 
people, month by month, has the City 
sent to the shelters it has access to over 

the last several years. My guess is that 
the number is effectively ZERO.” 

“The Buena Park and the Placentia 
shelters always seem "full" and the city 
has refused to send anyone to the 
Fullerton Navigation Center since it was 
opened in 2020, despite hundreds of 
Fullertonians repeatedly flooded City 
Council meetings in 2019-2020 to 
demand that it be opened to help clear 
the city's streets and parks of homeless 
dwellers,” said Kriz, “Instead in 2020 
the City actually imported dozens of 
people who were homeless in Santa Ana 
to the Fullerton Navigation Center 
(across the County's SPA lines) while 
dozens of people slept each night on the 
parking lot of St Mary's alone and 
dozens more could be found sleeping 
along Fullerton's railroad tracks.” 

“So I'd like to see a month-by-month 
report of how many the people the City 
has actually sheltered since the begin-
ning of 2020 and then the month by 
month counts of which shelters/pro-
grams (roomkey, etc) they sent them to.” 

Concerned Citizen Asks . . . 

The Perverse (though understandable) 
Attraction of Authoritarianism

If you look at our world, you have to 
wonder how free people could long to 
surrender their freedom? What is the 
attraction of authoritarian leaders? How 
could functioning democracies vote 
themselves out of business? 

Viktor Orban, a former liberal 
reformer, has become an intolerant and 
anti-democratic authoritarian leader of 
Hungary. He was voted in by the people. 

In Italy, Georgia Meloni, the leader of 
the conservative, nationalistic party, 
descended directly from the Italian fas-
cist party, got enough votes to form a 
right-wing coalition. 

Jimmy Akesson, of Sweden’s far right, 
received sufficient votes to be a leading 
part of a right wing Swedish (!?!?) 
nationalist party. 

Narendra Modi of India 
heads a right wing ethno-
nationalist authoritarian gov-
ernment. He was elected. 

Jair Bolsonaro was elected 
to take Brazil to the far right in 
a free election. His upcoming 
election is not likely to be free, 
but regardless of the outcome, 
he threatens to remain in 
office or die trying. 

Xi, of China, has ditched the 
trappings of democratic 
reform and exchanged them 
for nationalistic authoritarian 
rule and clearly aims to 
become leader for life. 

Meanwhile, Marine Le Pen 
lurks on France’s right. She 
was once fringe but is now in 
the polluted mainstream and 
politically viable. 

Clearly, Vladimir Putin has, 
after several elections of vary-
ing legitimacy, reversed dem-
ocratic reforms, annulled the 
rule of law and united church, state and 
Russian ethnicity. He plans on ruling 
(not “serving” or “governing”) for life. I 
predict that his life will be cut short. 

Finally, and most relevant to us, there 
is the attraction that Trump holds for 
many Americans. Note please, that this 
column is not about Trump, Modi, Putin 
et al & ad nauseum. It is about the peo-
ple of our respective and increasingly 
fragile democracies. 

One of the questions I posed in the 
first paragraph was “how (do) function-
ing democracies vote themselves out of 
business.” They don’t. The key word is 
“functioning.” Human beings may love 
the idea of democracy and there is no 
better kind of government when it is 
healthy. Democracies are healthy when 
people believe in them, in their compe-
tence and honesty. However, when the 
people lose faith, when chaos and cor-
ruption reign, democracy weakens and 
can fail. It can fail, not necessarily from 
a violent takeover (though that’s surely a 
threat) but more often from apathy, cyn-
icism, and abandonment. 

We can look at home or abroad and see 
conspiracy theories (really fantasies) 
pulling people into spheres of fear, their 

belief that nothing is as it seems and the 
social, moral crises and chaos we expe-
rience has a malign explanation and is 
not mere circumstance. The chaos just 
can’t be random. We can’t be powerless 
but need to believe that something, even 
“a divinity shapes our ends.” 

There must be, many believe (or want 
to believe) an order and reason behind 
the chaos. Q-Anon poses blood sucking 
baby eating pedophilic Democrats as the 
explanation. Trump looks to an organ-
ized “Deep state” behind every, in my 
view, self-generated scandal. Democrats 
frequently see the Koch brothers and 
Sinclairs secretly driving the Republican 
agenda. Then the Republicans counter 
with George Soros. Hell, someone has to 
be in charge, right? Uh, no. But it may 

be comforting to believe that 
there is. 

Religion too is used to fill in 
our gaps of understanding 
between the infinite universe 
and our finite lives. We human 
beings want order. We want 
explanations—and often do 
not much care if they make 
sense. When tragedies strike, 
we cry out “WHY?” “Stuff 
happens,” is not a satisfying 
explanation. 

Some Muslim leaders 
explained the 2004 Christmas 
earthquake and tsunami that 
killed 230,000 people (mostly 
Muslim) as divine punishment 
for Muslims not being obser-
vant enough. Some ultra-
Orthodox Rabbis in Israel 
explained the Holocaust as G-
d’s punishment for Jews not 
being observant enough. 
Some Evangelicals explained 
911 as America not being 

faithful enough and removing the 10 
Commandments from our schools. In all 
of these theologies, God levels collec-
tive punishment without mercy and with 
scant evidence of love or loving kind-
ness. Yet, this seems to many to be 
preferable to a random and chaotic uni-
verse and fate that is just capricious and 
arbitrary. 

Such is our deep need for order and 
explanations. In times of chaos—social, 
institutional and moral—we want to 
understand. We want someone to blame 
or hold responsible. We might align to 
fight the perceived power or to join with 
it and become a part of creating a future 
and not feel as if we were mere victims 
or spectators. 

When we feel all at sea, caught up in 
wind, waves and tides that toss us about, 
we seek a strong hand at the tiller. We 
are drawn to the illusion of a leader with 
a strong persona and presenting a simple 
answer will calm the seas and guide us 
through the social storms and save us. 
Such hopes, though understandable, sel-
dom work out. The ship of state takes on 
a lot of water but enough survive to 
begin anew.

 
 
 

We want 
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What is happening to the 
Fullerton Arboretum? In 2019, 
CSUF President Framroze Virjee 
announced plans to construct new build-
ings on the site of the arboretum. It was 
only coverage of that proposal in the 
Observer, and a subsequent public out-
cry and community letter-writing cam-
paign, that put a stop to this terrible idea.  

Now CSUF has decided to charge four 
dollars an hour for arboretum parking 
during weekdays. Virjee may not realize 
this, but many elderly people on fixed 
incomes like to walk around the arbore-
tum grounds at this time. Moms [par-
ents] also like to bring their children to 
the Arboretum on weekday mornings to 
introduce them to nature and the out-
doors. 

They will no longer be doing so if they 
have to pay four dollars an hour parking. 

As if this were not bad enough, park-

ing payments must be made through a 
phone app, which means that lower 
income residents who do not have 
smartphones would not have the ability 
to pay for parking even if they wanted 
to.  

This new policy is a slap in the face to 
the Fullerton community and blatantly 
discriminates against those of limited 
means. 

CSUF’s Daily Titan recently reported 
that President Virjee received a $98,000 
pay raise this year, making his total 
yearly salary $476.000, not including 
benefits. During these troubled econom-
ic times, wouldn’t it be a gesture of 
goodwill for Virjee to decline his exorbi-
tant raise and have CSUF use that 
money to continue providing free 
Arboretum parking to the less fortunate 
families of Fullerton? 

Sincerely, Li Fullerton

COMMUNITY MEETING 
FOX BLOCK PROJECT 

 
You are invited to attend an open house to view the proposed project and 
ask the applicant any questions you may have regarding the project. 

 
Community Meting Time and Date 

Wednesday, October 12th, 2022 from 5:00pm to 8:00pm 
Fullerton Community Library Conference Center 

353 W Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton, Ca 
 

What is the Proposed Project 
Fox Harbor LLC has submitted a plan to development several parcels 
within the City’s Downtown. These properties are located at 550 North 
Harbor Blvd and 115 Ellis Place, which are at the southeast and north-
east corners respectively. The project also includes the parking lot at the 
corner of Pomona Street and Chapman Avenue, which will remain a 
parking facility under this application. 
The project features a brewery, a vibrant mix of restaurants, and pro-
grammed outdoor dining and gathering space. 
The project features a contemporary design of architecture as well as an 
adaptive reuse of an existing building. A modern urban garden will serve 
as a public gathering space situated between the two buildings. The 
courtyard setting will serve as a community gathering space for resi-
dents and visitors. The two buildings will total roughly 23,250 square 
feet. 
 
Following community review the project will proceed through noticed 
public hearings to Planning Commission and City Council. 
 

Who to Contact for Questions 
If you have any questions, please contact Sunayana Thomas with the 
Community Development Department at 714-738-6884 or you can send 
an email to: Sunayana.Thomas@cityoffullerton.com
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Last time: Don McFarland, John 
Van Doren. Jackie Campbell. Sonja 
Meadows all recognized the staircase 
on the North side of the First United 
Methodist Church building on 
Amerige and Pomona. 

Photo Quiz   
Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

This time: Where was this ‘before’ 
photo taken?

THE BRITISH  
ARE HERE  

 
In our last Observer we mentioned 

The British Grocer, of course having no 
idea that Queen Elizabeth II would soon 
pass away and that many patrons of the 
shop would be greatly affected by her 
passing. We reached out to the owner 
Jaqueline Wyld, known to most as 
Jackie, who has turned over the opera-
tions to son Simon, who also runs The 
Olde Ship British Pub and Restaurant, 
where Jackie’s late husband Dougie had 
put his heart and soul into the Pub 
beginning in 1993. We were looking for 
personal insights from Jackie and 
Simon, as well as customers of both 
downtown businesses. 

Jackie tells us she grew up at 
Tattenham corner near the Epsom race-
track and saw the Queen in her carriage 
a number of times in her youth when 
attending the Epsom Derby, recalling 
how personable the Queen was.  

While enjoying a true Imperial Pint of 
Boddington’s at the Ship with friends 
recently,  it was obvious that the passing 
of the Queen was a moment in history 
any Brit will never forget, akin to the 
biggest moments in our own history. 
Taking a look at the notebook many had 
signed, soon to be sent off to the newly 
crowned King, we found these com-
ments, and include here part of the intro 
written by Simon. 

“It is one thing to lose a Mother but 

you have also lost a Queen. A Queen 
that has guided us through thick and thin 
throughout her reign. She was compas-
sionate, steadfast, and devoted to her 
Country, Commonwealth, and the Faith! 
We are proud to honour her aboard our 
little Pub here in America. God Save the 
Queen! Now we honour you, King 
Charles III! God save the King!” 
–Simon 

Other condolences included: “Your 
memory will never fade, I will forever 
miss you.” and “Your Mother was a 
tremendous example of stability and 
consistency. We wish you good health 
and peace.”  

Finally, from Dave, “The Queen lived 
by the rule of mutual respect. She was 
the finest ever Lady. Bless Her.”

Celebrating Tommy Lasorda   

Above:Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva with New Highway sign  
Below: Dodgers Bobby Valentine and Charlie Hough 

3751 Returns  
An Amtrak track safety 

event took place at the down-
town transportation center on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
September 24 and 25 with 
free tours of the Train 
Museum presented by 
Southern California Railway 
Plaza Association (SCRPA) 
and the impressive return of 
the massive 3751 Steam 
Locomotive.  Just the sight of 
that beast is overwhelming, 
and the steam whistle could 
be heard for miles every time 
she blew, acting like a magnet 
for all who recognized the 
sound from past stops in 
Fullerton for Railroad Days.

New In Town 
 

Pour Vida has opened at 
101 N Harbor where The 
Pickled Monk was. Many 
favorable reviews are in, 
and wow, Brunch 7 days a 
week. ZAMA Lounge has 
opened at 213 N Harbor 
where Branagan’s was and 
the fund-raisers we men-
tioned last time at Mickey’s 
and High Horse were both 
great successes. All are now 
open full time.  Chrissie and Jimmy, Pour Vida

“Lasorda Legacy: A Tribute to 
Baseball and Dodgers Legend Tommy 
Lasorda,” along with a second exhibit 
“Picturing America’s Pastime” opened 
on September 10 at the Fullerton 
Museum Center. Former Dodgers 
Bobby Valentine and Charlie Hough 
were gracious enough to give us a pose, 
below.  A sea of baseball fans dressed in 
Dodger Blue flooded the exhibits, meet-
ing hall, gift shop and outdoor areas to 
celebrate both Tommy and the collection 
on loan from the National Baseball Hall 
of Fame. The second annual Tommy 
Lasorda Day was up next, taking place 
on his birthday, September 22. Those in 
attendance were serenaded with music 
by Lover Sonicos while sampling won-
derful Monkey Business hot dogs with 
veggies harvested from the Fullerton 
Arboretum. Also on hand were funnel 
cakes and libations in the beer and wine 
garden.  Informative talks and a round 
table discussion with former Dodger 
Steve Sax with Jason Turbow, Zack 

Minasian, and Chris Epting, moderated 
by Roberto Angotti and Tommy’s 
daughter Laura Lasorda rounded out the 
evening. Assemblywoman Sharon 
Quirk-Silva was seen at the celebration 
with commemorative signage soon to be 
posted on the 5 Freeway made possible 
by her bill ACR67 naming part of the 
freeway ‘Tommy Lasorda Memorial 
Highway.” 

Above: Simon with Olde Ship GM  
Jenn Hardie  
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1. Contented sighs 
5. Saudi, e.g. 
9. Sprinkle with holy water, say 
14. ___ gin fizz 
15. "Deadwood" actress Jewell 
16. Main artery 
17. Seasonal torture device? 
19. Fun partner 
20. Raised-eyebrow remarks 
21. Doze (off) 
22. Little devil 
24. Absorbed, as a cost 
25. Settlers of ___ (board game) 
27. “___, Climb Mount Fuji  
      but slowly, slowly! (quote by  
      Kobayashi Issa) 
30. Fix for a broken gourd? 
35. Room for vestments 
38. Muse of poetry 
39. Flu symptom 
40. Letter-shaped opening 

43. Greek sandwich 
44. Masticates 
46. Most livid 
48. A scarecrow's favorite fruit? 
51. Mickey of "The Wrestler" 
52. Hue 
56. Small shot 
59. Dedicated poem 
60. Dove's sound 
62. Peter of Neverland 
63. Japanese noodle dish 
65. Apple readers? 
68. "___ L.A."  
      (1983 Randy Newman song) 
69. Locomotive co. founded  
     in 1862 
70. In ___ of 
71. Nosed (out) 
72. Actress Thompson of "Family" 
73. "If all ___ fails ..."

1. Part of PTA: Abbr. 
2. ___ Beta  
    (former local grocery chain) 
3. Raise with ropes and pulleys 
4. "Just a ___!" 
5. Farm prefix 
6. Takes up something again 
7. Semicircle 
8. Two-piece swimsuit 
9. Scottish instrument 
10. Hawaii's Mauna ___ 
11. Humorist Bombeck 
12. [Never mind] 
13. Postpaid encl. 
18. Boredom 
23. "The ___ from U.N.C.L.E." 
26. "I'm looking to rent___ walk-up  
      in NYC" 
28. Old Buick model 
29. Fairly big 
31. Colo. clock setting 
32. Actor Diggs 

33. Midpoints: Abbr. 
34. Knee-slapper 
35. Anatomical pouches 
36. Eight, in Essen 
37. "Moonstruck" actress 
41. Published 
42. ___ Fridays 
45. Fainted from emotion 
47. Add seeds again 
49. Pal 
50. Greek primordial god of darkness 
53. Easter's month, sometimes 
54. Dench and Mirren 
55. Come after 
56. Soft French cheese 
57. Like a used tire 
58. Urban haze 
61. Creole vegetable 
64. Night before 
66. Greek celebratory cry 
67. Grand ___ Opry

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 
"CORNY-COPIA" by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

DOWN
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SCAM ALERT:  
I Was the Victim of a 
Stolen Check Scam 

Check thieves print new checks  
using the account information from 
the stolen check to which they add 
their fraudulent names and addresses. 
To ensure their false identity matches 
the check, multiple counterfeit driv-

ers’ licenses are created so they can 
verify “their” identities when cashing 
these checks.   

Be careful, dear friends and check 
your bank statements twice a day. I 
know I will be! 

 
Protect yourself against scams by 

learning about current scams 
usa.gov/common-scams-FRAUDS.

Hispanic Heritage Month Begins 
BY ADRIAN MEZA 

According to Solidarity, a nonprofit 
committed to Equipping Latino, immi-
grant families in under-resourced neigh-
borhoods for community transforma-
tion, their neighborhood initiative 
Mamas De Maple, aims to foster unity 
within the community by creating 
spaces for women of all ages in the 
neighborhood to learn new things with 
and from one another. September 15th 
marks the start of Hispanic heritage 
month and at the Solidarity Community 
Center it really kicked of with expres-
sive dancing, a variety of traditional 
Hispanic foods, and of course the Maple 
community. 

The moms of Maple created a beauti-
ful event for national Hispanic Heritage 
month and gathered the neighborhood, 
family, and friends to celebrate. The 
Mamas De Maple group rehearsed three 
different dances for this event for 
months, each dance originating from a 

different state in Mexico (Oaxaca, 
Tabasco, Yucatan) and were preformed 
in different folklorico dresses. 

Once the dances were over, the com-
munity helped themselves to the wide 
array of meals that the surrounding 
neighbors brought themselves, from 
food that reminded them of their 
Hispanic past to foods that they just love 
to make.  

Representative Young Kim’s team rec-
ognized the 10 mothers for their service 
to the community. Even though this was 
an event celebrating Hispanic Heritage, 
Solidarity is open to all. Gisselle 
Monterrosas the MC of the event said, 
“Not only is it [the event] to celebrate 
Hispanic heritage; we also like to appre-
ciate the different cultures around here, 
because at Solidarity there are Asian and 
Middle Eastern communities and we 
like to recognize that and appreciate the 
cultural diversity”

BY SASKIA KENNEDY 
For more than 150 years the rail net-

work has been a critical component of 
the U.S. transportation system and econ-
omy. 

Today it carries approximately one-
third of U.S. exports and delivers five 
million tons of freight and approximate-
ly 85,000 passengers each day. The pri-
vate freight rail industry owns the vast 
majority of the nation’s rail infrastruc-
ture, and continues to make significant 
capital investment — $27.1 billion in 
2015 — to ensure the network’s good 
condition. U.S. rail still faces clear chal-
lenges, most notably in passenger rail, 
which faces the dual problems of aging 
infrastructure and insufficient funding. 
(According to the 2017 Infrastructure 
report card). 

At a recent press event hosted by 
Amtrak, in conjunction with California 
Operation Lifesaver, BNSF, Caltrans, 
the Fullerton Train Museum, the LOS-
SAN Rail Corridor Agency, Metrolink, 
and the San Bernardino Railroad 
Historical Society the speakers 
addressed the biggest challenge—that of 
train track safety. 

Nancy Sheehan, Executive Director at 
California Operation Lifesaver gave 
some statistics. “In the past five years, 
from 2017 to 2021, in the state of 
California alone we had 787 trespass 
casualties (both injuries and fatalities), 
620 trespass fatalities, 822 grade cross-
ing incidents with a total of 814 fatali-
ties. These are numbers we are working 
to change. Events like these will raise 
awareness to do that. California 
Operation Life Saver provides rail safe-
ty education to all audiences, every age 
group. We participate in community 
events and we work at all levels with our 
cities, our counties, and our communi-
ties to promote that they become proac-
tive in rail safety. It is through these 
partnerships that we can change the 
daily and deadly statistics. Together we 
can save lives. You can help us grow this 
message, you can save lives. Every three 
hours a person or a vehicle is hit by a 
train in the United States. Please ask 
your loved ones to respect the rails and 
ask them to stay off, stay away, and stay 
safe. Share the message; tell five people 
and ask them to tell five people. Save 
lives, tell five.” 

Here is a math challenge for you. 
Compare the California statistics of 

nearly 85,000 people who travel by train 
daily and roughly 2,200 fatalities annu-
ally due to pedestrians or vehicles being 
unsafe around train tracks vs. around 
14.2 million vehicles of which 200,000 
annual crashes occur resulting in an 
average of 3,600 fatalities annually. 

Which mode of transportation is 

safer? Of course the first thing is to 
understand statisticians are hired by one 
side or the other, so looking at the num-
bers from different points of view: 
Trains are safer as almost half as many 
people die in accidents involving trains 
each year. Cars are safer as only .03% of 
car drivers will end up in fatal accidents 
yearly.

Operation Lifesaver
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FREE CANDIDATE SPREAD: 
Each Fullerton City Council Candidate 
was invited to participate in this tradi-
tional feature to help residents get to 
know the candidates. Candidate infor-
mation is posted in descending alpha-
betical order by last name from left to 
right. Arnel DinoShana Charles

What motivated you to run  
for City Council?  

What strengths will you  
bring to the role?

I am running to ensure that every neigh-
borhood in Fullerton is healthy, heard, and 
heading in the right direction. As a public 
health professor and the only woman run-
ning for a seat, I will bring an important, 
fresh perspective to our Council.

What policies would you enact  
to address housing  

unaffordability in Fullerton, 
both for  

homeowners and renters?

Housing must be accessible for all, and 
that means promoting solutions that will 
address the needs of the forgotten middle-
class. With median home prices at 
$900,000 and rentals for $3000, our city 
cannot house its essential workers. We 
must work with any and all available pro-
grams to provide relief.

What needs to be done  
to effectively address  

homelessness in Fullerton?

Fullerton is understaffed—
police, fire, Library, public 
works, and maintenance.  

How would you address that?

Salaries for our public workforce are so 
underfunded that we can't even hire for the 
positions that are budgeted. Our current 
budget is "penny wise, pound foolish." We 
must respect our workforce with fully 
funding positions and departments 
through available grants, dedicated rev-
enue streams, and increasing economic 
development.

John Ybarra

The newly-created 3rd District gives 
East Fullerton a real voice in City Hall. As 
a long-time resident who raised a family 
here, I have a stake in its future. I’m the 
only candidate fluent in Spanish and the 
only business-owner in the race.

We must take a flexible approach to 
opportunities to build new housing. Empty 
commercial and office spaces can be 
repurposed for creative mixed-use resi-
dences. The City is expediting permits for 
new ADUs, allowing for more residential 
opportunities and owner-occupied rentals.

Homelessness must be addressed by a 
multi-pronged effort of social services, 
public works, public health and law 
enforcement. Some homeless only need a 
temporary hand to mainstream back into 
conventional housing. Others need more 
intensive long-term care.

Economies of scale can be found in con-
sidering regional bodies to address public 
safety, i.e. Orange County Fire Authority 
and Sheriff’s Dept. Huge savings have 
already been found in contracting out tree-
trimming to West Coast Arborists and 
other such opportunities should be consid-
ered with an open mind.

shana4fullerton.com

What needs to be done  
for the Council  

to function better?

The Council majority must refocus on 
building the city in which our residents 
can live, work, and play in ways that 
improve their physical and mental health. 
I will add to the discussion by uplifting 
new perspectives and providing evidence-
based solutions to our policy problems, 
building win-win situations and consen-
sus.

Which is a higher priority  
for you—fixing infrastructure  
or fully staffing  departments? 

Are you willing to cut one to pay 
for the other?

I reject the false choice. Fullerton has 
more residents than Pasadena, and yet 
their budget is four times that of ours due 
to their revenue. We should reach higher 
and pull down federal bipartisan infra-
structure law funding to fix our infrastruc-
ture while also increasing economic 
development to fully staff departments.

Would you support an ordinance 
allowing cannabis dispensaries  

in Fullerton?  
What restrictions/limitations 

would be in that policy?

I support the ordinance that was in place 
in 2020 that would have heavily and equi-
tably regulated legal cannabis dispen-
saries and brought in an estimated $3-5 
million to our city in sales tax revenue. 
The current Council majority summarily 
overturned that ordinance, which was 
short-sighted and counter-productive.

The City Council voted to join the 
Orange County Power Authority with lit-
tle public input or staff analysis. Now we 
learn our rates could go up as much as 
15% compared to Edison. The recent 
Grand Jury report raises serious questions 
about the whole scheme. We need 
answers.

In a recent survey by OCTA, Fullerton’s 
roads were rated the worst in Orange 
County. That’s last out of 34 cities. Last 
isn’t good enough. We can’t afford to fur-
ther defer maintenance; as repair will cost 
far more in the long run than sticking to 
the schedule of repairs.

The medical benefits to consumers and 
the potential tax revenue to the City must 
be weighed against the real concerns of 
neighborhoods. Cannabis regulation is a 
delicate balancing act, and I will keep an 
open mind to all stakeholders and points-
of-view on this issue.

arnel4fullerton.com

I am running because District 3 needs a leader 
who understands our district and has the expe-
rience to serve on day one. While serving as a 
Planning Commissioner and on several city 
commissions, I have been actively working 
on the issues that face our city from infra-
structure to public safety.

Build more housing and open the shelter for 
the Fullerton unhoused which was its original 
purpose.

Fullerton has a new city manager, and I will 
work with him to address recruitment and 
retention issues and to establish clear short 
and long-term budgetary goals with staffing 
in mind.

The council needs to communicate, collabo-
rate, and compromise. Too often we forget 
that despite our differences and approaches, 
we are all neighbors of one community/city. I 
hope to bridge those differences to effectively 
communicate and collaborate with my council 
colleagues, residents, and community stake-
holders.

I believe both are equally important. Every 
city seems to be able to prioritize both. Why 
should Fullerton residents have to choose?

Yes, I would be in support of an ordinance 
allowing cannabis dispensaries in Fullerton 
with restrictions. I would not have them near 
churches, schools, libraries, or parks and 
located in industrial areas away from neigh-
borhoods. I would also be in favor increased 
enforcement and the faster closure of illegal 
dispensaries in the city. 
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I would be in favor of promoting more hous-
ing types in the city. I would be in favor of 
converting unused spaces to residential/multi-
use, building more ‘missing middle’ housing, 
allow more granny flats, and embrace micro-
apartments. I would also promote incentives 
for developers to build these different types of 
housing.

The solutions now underway are a good 
start, and I'm proud that as Chair of the 
Community Development Citizens 
Committee, I supported enhancing social 
services for our homeless neighbors, pro-
viding evidence for what turned into 
Project HOPE. I will continue to support 
this work, along with building “housing 
first” options.

Fullerton City Council District 3 Candidates
•SHANA CHARLES has raised $18,872. Out of 47 individuals who donated, 20 
are from Fullerton. She received $300 from Democrats of North OC and $1,500 
from Build the Bench PAC (The Bench Project works to identify, train, and support 
Democratic candidates to run for local offices). She also donated $1,038 to her own 
campaign. 
•ARNEL DINO has raised $17,151 (including a $10,000 loan from self).  Out of 
17 individuals who donated, 4 are from Fullerton. Notable donors: Tony Bushala 
(Fullerton); John Saunders, owner of Rancho La Paz Mobile Home Park 
Fullerton/Anaheim (Newport Beach); Chad P. Wanke, CEO of Orbis Capital Inc 
gave as an individual & his company (Placentia); and Tom Carpenter (San Juan 
Capistrano).   
•JOHN LEWIS YBARRA has not filed as of this report. Candidates receiving or 
spending less than $2,000 are not required to file.

Financial data compiled from required public campaign financial filings of 
September 29 are available online under the ELECTIONS/Campaign Disclosure 
Forms link at www.cityoffullerton.com. (Go to Government/Departments/City 
Clerk/Elections/Campaign Disclosure/choose a candidate and click on 460 forms). 

City Council Candidates are required to report who has contributed to their cam- 
paign and how they have spent that money. Council Candidates submit Fair Political 
Practices Form 460 twice a year and twice before each election. On September 29 
the first pre-election 460 filings were due to the Fullerton City Clerk. (Candidates 
receiving or spending less than $2,000 are not required to file). To access these pub-
licly available reports from the city website go to the City Clerk page, select 
“Elections” and then “Campaign Disclosure Form.” By the close of business on 
September 30, the day after filings were due to the City Clerk. City Clerk Lucinda 
Williams said that the filings may have been postmarked by the September 29 dead-
line and the forms have not been delivered by the postal service.

City Council Campaign Finances First Pre-election Filings

District 3 Candidates

Follow the Money Behind Candidates



Ahmad ZahraOscar ValadezTony Castro

Having lived in the heart of district 5 for 
21 years, I’ve seen increased poverty, 
homelessness, cost of housing and deterio-
rating safety and city services. This has 
been my priority. My strong community 
engagement and working directly with our 
residents and businesses allows me to pro-
vide effective community oriented solu-
tions.  

I introduced rental assistance for seniors 
in mobile parks and veterans that I favor 
expanding; approved a major low income 
housing project; negotiated with developers 
higher percentages of low income units. I’ll 
ensure our housing plan includes enough 
low income and workforce housing, equi-
table community benefits and quality hous-
ing standards. 

We created local and state partnerships to 
build three regional navigation centers 
including one in Fullerton, offering beds 
and services; cleared city encampments and 
working with Caltrans for access to under-
passes; and created the HOPE center to pro-
vide mental health first responders. I’ll con-
tinue prioritizing effective and also preven-
tative solutions.  

City services are staff driven so we need 
to prioritize investing in our staffing levels 
and retention. Cuts are no longer sustain-
able. This means focusing on our revenue 
short falls with stronger economic develop-
ment, new revenue and grant sources, and a 
business development and marketing plan 
to attract outside dollars.   

We must meet these housing crisis chal-
lenges head on by supporting a broad range 
of housing policies to approve new homes at 
all income levels. But Fullerton is limited in 
what can be done. We do not need more 
state housing bills. We need long-term fund-
ing to incentivize housing production.

Homelessness has many deep and com-
plicated roots and solutions will take time. 
Fullerton must balance the provision of pub-
lic services with the maintenance of public 
order. As we continue our promising work 
with the North Orange County Public Safety 
Collaborative, Fullerton needs to find ways 
to compassionately enforce our anti-camp-
ing ordinances.

The City Council must build a consensus 
on which staff hiring must be prioritized. 
Public safety is a high priority, but a consen-
sus must be built with public input for all 
the positions. These investments into new 
staff hires must be sustainable. We cannot 
continue having a high turnover with city 
staff.

I discovered my strong interest in the 
study of politics in my introductory 
American Government class. My enthusi-
asm for this subject was sparked by a dis-
covery that politics does not have to be 
about money and power games, but should 
be about making a positive difference in 
the world.

California recognizes Affordable 
Housing as a human right and not a privi-
lege. Fullerton needs a rent control policy 
to avoid more homelessness. Rising rents 
will only create more poverty, homeless-
ness and crime. Homeowners also deserve 
a break, I support lower residential prop-
erty taxes.

Finland has zero homeless people in 
their country. The state of Utah is ending 
homelessness with a Housing First pro-
gram—a program that permanently hous-
es homeless people. Then addresses any 
mental health or substance abuse issues. I 
would work with the State Legislature and 
Congress to achieve a solution.

Current Members of the Fullerton City 
Council have left us in a dilemma. 
Fullerton needs an Initiator leader that 
stands for the people. I refuse corporate 
donations for my campaign so I can be 
free to fight in the best interest for the peo-
ple of Fullerton.

ahmadzahra.comoscar4fullerton.comtonycastroforcitycouncil.com

Improving council functionality stems 
from better engagement with the public we 
represent, inviting more community 
involvement and creating better transparen-
cy in the decision-making process. 
Budgeting must reflect the current needs in 
the community and that can only be 
achieved when we improve community 
communication and simplify access to pub-
lic records.  

Public representatives must be reminded 
that they serve for the good of the residents. 
Council members must prioritize problem 
solving and focus on building and maintain-
ing productive relationships based on trust. 
As a fresh voice, I’d focus on collaboration 
and remain grounded in serving, not myself, 
but our residents.

There needs to be a balance. One can’t 
come at the expense of the other. Staffing is 
needed to help with infrastructure projects, 
grants and planning. Poor staffing results in 
delays and poor project implementation. We 
must invest in economic development and 
public works to improve revenue and 
advancing projects.  

The current ban has resulted in an intense, 
dangerous proliferation of illegal dispen-
saries with no accountability. We need reg-
ulations that protect children and con-
sumers; limiting licenses to fully vetted, 
accountable operators with no more than 2 
retail stores per district away from schools; 
and revenue invested in education and safe-
ty. 

The highest priority for the City Council 
is to regain the public’s faith that their local 
government can be effective and efficient in 
providing services. For local governments 
to meet all the above challenges, council 
members must not lose our residents’ trust 
that they serve for the public good.

No. Fullertonians don’t want cannabis 
dispensaries. Recent news articles have 
shown that legalization has brought more 
illegal marijuana, government corruption, 
crime and environment destruction. As pub-
lic servants, we must listen to our residents.

"When the people lead, the leaders will 
follow.” I refuse corporate donations for 
my campaign so I can be free to fight for 
the voters. Every member must be free 
from corporate influence in order for the 
council to function better.

My plans include improving infrastruc-
ture and finding a way to fully staff 
departments. I am not willing to cut one to 
pay for the other. I have progressive new 
ideas to bring new revenue for Fullerton.

Fullerton is a "General Law" city mean-
ing that state law is the fundamental law 
of the city. A "Charter City" has more 
power over local affairs. I support 
California's decision to decriminalize mar-
ijuana. All dispensaries must follow all 
state and local laws and stay away from 
schools and residential areas.
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ABOUT FULLERTON OBSERVER 
FREE CANDIDATE SPREAD: 
Each Fullerton City Council Candidate 
was invited to participate in this tradi-
tional feature to help residents get to 
know the candidates. Candidate infor-
mation is posted in descending alpha-
betical order by last name from left to 
right. 

What motivated you to run  
for City Council?  

What strengths will you  
bring to the role?

What policies would you enact  
to address housing  

unaffordability in Fullerton, 
both for  

homeowners and renters?

What needs to be done  
to effectively address  

homelessness in Fullerton?

Fullerton is understaffed—
police, fire, Library, public 
works, and maintenance.  

How would you address that?

What needs to be done  
for the Council  

to function better?

Which is a higher priority  
for you—fixing infrastructure  
or fully staffing  departments? 

Are you willing to cut one to pay 
for the other?

Would you support an ordinance 
allowing cannabis dispensaries  

in Fullerton?  
What restrictions/limitations 

would be in that policy?

Fullerton City Council District 5 Candidates
•TONY CASTRO has raised $1,432. Candidates receiving or spending less than 
$2,000 are not required to file. 
•OSCAR VALADEZ has raised $25,145 (including a $12,000 loan from self). Out 
of 20 individuals that donated, 9 are from Fullerton. Notable donors: Gilberto 
Vargas (Anaheim); Jung for City Council DI 2020, SOCO Manor, & Freydel 
Bushala (Fullerton); Edward Long (La Habra Heights); M-Squared Networks Inc 
(Yorba Linda); Whittingham Public Affairs Advisors (Rancho Santa Margarita).  
•AHMAD ZAHRA has raised $49,516. Out of 81 individuals that donated, 45 are 
from Fullerton. Notable donors: OC Elder Law, NIMEH Inc, Democrats of North 
OC, & Aaruni Thakur for School Board 2022 (Fullerton); Orange County 
Employees Assoc. & National Union of Health Care Workers (Sacramento); 
Planned Parenthood (San Bernadino). 

District 5 Candidates

The incumbent was running unopposed 
so I decided to run. District 5 does not 
want marijuana dispensaries. I do not 
want to privatize Union Pacific Park but 
to return it back to the public. I will prior-
itize Federal funds for roads. I will listen 
to District 5 and work to build consensus.



Lisa Wozab Ruthi Hanchett 

What motivated you to run  
for school board?  

What strengths/experience will 
you bring to the school board  

if elected?

I’m a child advocate, educator, and mom 
running to keep our children safe. I’ve 
developed education policies, led global 
advocacy teams, and taught thousands in our 
community to prevent child abuse. As a PTA 
leader/volunteer and only candidate with 
children enrolled in Area 4, I have unique 
connections to students, families, teachers, 
and our community.

What are the district’s 
strengths?  

Where do you believe  
the district can do better?

District Strengths: Responsive leaders and 
excellent, caring teachers and staff, 
Innovative programs and choice, 
Community partnerships, Amazing kids, 
engaged and diverse families! If elected, I 
will focus on: Expanding and funding men-
tal health support, Improving safety on cam-
pus and online, Addressing disparity in our 
schools where barriers like economic need, 
discrimination trauma, and violence, may 
keep our kids from thriving.  

What is your view  
of charter schools?

What do you see as the role  
of a board member?

Listen to stakeholders and help our com-
munity focus on what’s best for kids, Set 
goals and direction for excellence, Hire and 
assure accountability of the superintendent, 
Approve Local Control Accountability 
Plans and Budgets, Monitor performance 
and student achievement—ensure our kids 
are growing and learning! Ask good ques-
tions and remain focused on outcomes for 
students.

Rudy Garcia 

My motivation and Inspiration for run-
ning for School Board is that I have an 
awesome 9-year old stepdaughter. I want 
to make sure that she receives the best edu-
cation experience while she attends ele-
mentary school and Jr high school. I want 
to see safer schools in our community and 
stop wasteful spending across the board. I 
want to use my 25 years plus of experience 
working for the Fullerton Joint High 
School District.

The district strengths are they have an 
amazing teachers and a wonderful classi-
fied staff, not to mention a great panel of  
boards members already. All they need a 
board member like myself, that knows 
construction and custodial maintenance. 
This is where the district could do better by 
having a diverse member.  

Charter schools have a lot of pros and 
cons. As your board member I would listen 
to both sides before making any decisions 
or comments.

ruthihanchett.com

How will you communicate  
with the community and get 

their ongoing input?

Continue as a PTA leader, volunteer, serv-
ing on FSD committees, and connecting with 
my vast network, to listen and represent fam-
ilies; Maintain and grow established rela-
tionships with Fullerton NGOs, faith-based 
communities, city leaders, etc. to ensure we 
partner well; Use my child-participation 
expertise to develop an FSD student adviso-
ry group/voice. 

The Board’s role is to set priorities to 
ensure every child, family (and staff) feels 
valued and that they belong. We do this 
through practical steps, like ensuring our 
staff and learning materials reflect and cen-
ter the experiences and contributions of our 
diverse community, and through a humble, 
listening approach, focused on addressing 
barriers and challenges. 

What say does  
the Board/ Administration  

have in what is taught  
in the classroom?  

How much freedom should  
a teacher have in determining 

what is taught in the classroom?

I will communicate and post on social 
media and gather the parents’ input, creat-
ing the most transparent comprehensive 
relationship as your board member. 

As a school district we should respect 
and support all students, regardless of race, 
religious or sexual orientation. The dis-
trict’s job is to teach the standard curricu-
lum to all students, so they could learn and 
succeed in their education.  

The board has total say of what is being 
taught in classrooms today; they also have 
to follow the Ed code selection of text 
books. 

wozab4fsd.com

I have a bond with Fullerton Schools. 
First I, then my son, attended Fullerton 
schools. That commitment has led to serv-
ing numerous committees from Champions 
for Learning, PTA, LCAP, and Fullerton 
Education Foundation. These experiences 
have given me insights and strengths to 
bring to the school board as a trustee.

What is the Board’s role  
in supporting the diverse  

(religious, ethnically, sexually 
orientated) student population 

of the district?

My role as your board member—I will 
be a liaison between the school district and 
the community by listening to the issues 
that matter to parents, teachers and stu-
dents. 

The district's strengths are diverse pro-
gramming such as: open enrollment, dual 
language, multiage, homeschooling, GATE, 
arts and STEAM education, technology 
innovation/ infrastructure, career explo-
ration pathways, response to intervention, 
and special education. The District can 
improve with increased safety procedures, 
increased mental health/behavioral sup-
ports, and literature reflective of all our stu-
dents.

I believe that public funds should be used 
primarily for public schools. Fullerton 
schools are providing a high quality educa-
tion. Students deserve an excellent educa-
tion regardless of zip code. Charter schools 
have been an option to meet the needs of 
some students in underserved districts as an 
alternative.

The role of a board member is setting the 
goals and district directives, hiring and eval-
uating the superintendent, and ensuring that 
the district is following the federal and state 
laws. The board is to ensure the district is 
financially solvent, and the board is to rep-
resent stakeholders and their voices.

I will be an engaged Trustee, visiting 
school sites, interacting with staff, attend-
ing district/school events,interacting with 
parents and community members making 
myself available to listen while encourag-
ing transparency. Parent engagement is a 
board goal which is important to me, 
together we can do amazing things for our 
students.

The board's role is to protect all staff and 
student populations which it serves, in order 
to ensure top quality education and their 
right to learn in a safe and caring environ-
ment that is respectful of others. Including 
special education students, and inclusion in 
the least restrictive environment.

The Board establishes policies, proce-
dures, and expectations for the teachers to 
follow. The Board approves curriculum, 
upholding the law set forth by the state, 
through standards and frameworks for 
learning. Teachers can expand learning 
opportunities within the guidelines, and 
policies set forth by the board directives.

Fullerton does not need charter schools. 
Our families already have choice through 
open enrollment and our public schools 
excel with diverse, innovative programs 
that boast high levels of family involve-
ment. I’m concerned that the OC Board of 
Education’s move towards privatizing pub-
lic education through charter schools does 
not serve all our children well, especially 
those with special needs. 

Deciding what’s taught in classrooms is a 
community process that includes the Board 
(who provide direction and goals), 
Superintendent and team (who execute the 
vision and uphold state standards), parents 
and the community, principals, teachers, and 
students. Ultimately, we must empower our 
professional teachers to adapt and choose 
what works best for their unique class and 
students.  

ABOUT FULLERTON OBSERVER 
FREE CANDIDATE SPREAD: 
Each Fullerton School District  candi-
date was invited to participate in this 
traditional feature to help residents get 
to know the candidates. Candidate 
information is posted below in 
descending alphabetical order by last 
name from left to right. 

Fullerton School District 
Candidates, Area 4
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Register to Vote Before October 24 & Where You Can Do That 
• October 24 is the last day you can register to vote in 
the upcoming General Election. You can register 
online at www.ocvote.com or Call 714-567-7600 with 
questions). All registered voters in Orange County will 
receive a vote-by-mail ballot on October 10.  

• Tuesday, November 8 is Election Day. Polls will be 
open from 7am to 8pm. 
Voters who have recently changed their names or 
moved from one address to another in Orange County 
and who have not re-registered may fill out a provi-

sional ballot at the polling place for their new address. 
If for some reason you are not listed at the polling 
place ask for a provisional ballot. 
QUESTIONS? Call the OC Registrar of Voters at  
714-567-7600 or visit WWW.OCVOTE.COM



FJUHSD CANDIDATES, AREA 4EARLY OCTOBER 2022

Lauren Klatzker Matthew Van Hook
laurenforschoolboard.com vote4vanhook.com

To continue leading the county as a des-
tination district by ensuring academic 
excellence and support development of 
innovative classes/programs. My over 18 
years experience as a public school teacher, 
counselor, administrator, and Special 
Education Coordinator drives my ability 
and commitment to quality public schools 
serving the FJUHSD community.

FJUHSD is a destination district due to 
unique programs at all schools.  We meet 
the interests and needs of diverse students 
and ensure college and career readiness as 
evidenced by high graduation rates.  
Providing strategic and data driven inter-
ventions to close learning gaps in specific 
groups of students is ongoing.

Public schools are community corner-
stones and serve all students regardless of 
need. Charters pick and choose their stu-
dents.  Charters are not required to hire 
credentialed/qualified teachers or teach 
standards based curriculum.  Charters do 
not add to our community and profit off of 
students for those who run them.

Board members work as a team to set the 
vision and direction of the district.  They 
provide priorities/directives for the district 
administrative team and directions for fis-
cal management.  The board represents and 
serves the community and is always avail-
able to hear from community members 
with questions or concerns.

People are welcome to come to board 
meetings to speak during public comments 
and language support is available. Board 
members are available via phone or email. 
Community input is encouraged through 
committees, surveys, family liaisons, 
PTSAs, meetings with principals, review 
of proposed instructional materials and 
numerous booster clubs. 

Students should  feel safe and supported. 
We encourage special interest clubs and 
provide safe spaces and counseling for stu-
dents in crisis.  Interpretation/translation 
services are available for district meetings, 
communication and parent/community 
committees.  FJUHSD provides an inclu-
sive instructional environment for all stu-
dents including those with disabilities and 
English Learners. 

FJUHSD adheres to state standards for 
instruction and best practices.  All curricu-
lum is vetted by teams of teachers and 
community prior to adoption.  New cours-
es are developed by teachers and begin as 
pilots so that adaptations can be made 
prior to implementation.   The board then 
acts on these recommendations.

 I was asked to run to enhance citizen rep-
resentation and parent responsiveness on the 
board. After over twenty years of military 
service as an officer and Air Force Academy 
professor, I accepted this call to civic duty. 
Leading people, managing resources, and 
building curricula are among my many 
strengths.

Most teachers and administrators demon-
strate firm commitment to student success 
despite a challenging student-teacher ratio. 
Likewise, we have clear leadership from our 
superintendent. Yet in preparing the full stu-
dent body for their chosen paths, whether a 
four-year university, community college, or 
career training, we still have serious work 
ahead.

If parents and local citizens were better 
represented by school boards, we would not 
have a nationwide push for charter schools. 
Instead of spending time figuring out how to 
crush charter school proposals, school 
boards should be examining why the current 
public schools are not meeting public needs 
and standards.

 Board members represent the citizens of 
the local community. They have a duty to 
conduct oversight on the public’s behalf and 
ensure local schools meet the needs for 
which they were built. The rise of profes-
sionalized, bureaucratized boards, once an 
aberration, have become the norm. This 
must change. 

 I will work to restore transparency and 
public citizen integration into the FJUHSD 
board. I will use every legally available 
means to communicate with the community. 
Where inappropriate rules of engagement 
have crept into the board’s procedures over 
time, I will propose serious and stable 
reform measures.

Divisive efforts to draw lines between stu-
dents, treating them as mere members of a 
group instead of as individual humans with 
dignity and natural rights, threatens nearly 
every positive aspect of education. Without 
an immediate reversal of this trend, the 
board cannot truly support our diverse pop-
ulation. 

Schools and teachers have no independent 
authority to teach whatever they choose. 
They are responsible to citizens whose taxes 
fund these schools and who rightly expect 
representation and a fair electoral process. 
Boards have a duty to oversee curriculum 
and determine its fitness for the citizens of 
the local community. 

What motivated you to run  
for school board?  

What strengths/experience will 
you bring to the school board  

if elected?

What are the district’s 
strengths?  

Where do you believe  
the district can do better?

What is your view  
of charter schools?

What do you see as the role  
of a board member?

How will you communicate  
with the community and get 

their ongoing input?

What say does  
the Board/ Administration  

have in what is taught  
in the classroom?  

How much freedom should  
a teacher have in determining 

what is taught in the classroom?

What is the Board’s role  
in supporting the diverse  

(religious, ethnically, sexually 
orientated) student population of 

the district?

ABOUT FULLERTON OBSERVER 
FREE CANDIDATE SPREAD: 
Each Fullerton Joint Union High 
School District Candidate was invited 
to participate in this traditional feature 
to help residents get to know the candi-
dates. Candidate information is posted 
in descending alphabetical order by 
last name from left to right. 

Fullerton Joint Union High 
School District Candidates, 

Area 4

•Ruthi Hanchett has raised 
$25,160 (including a $1,967 loan from 
self), from 53 individuals, and with 
major donations from Fullerton 
Elementary Teachers Association 
($5,000), Jennifer Sudario ($2,000), 
Roberta Dauderman ($500), Build the 
Bench PAC ($750), Amber Fox ($550), 
Hilary Key ($550), Democrats of North 
OC ($300), Aaruni Thakur for School 
Board ($500), Sharon Quirk-Silva for 
Assembly 2022 ($200), Brad Akavian 
($500), Blake Meza Dugandzic ($500), 
and Priscilla Meza Duganzic ($500). 
•Lisa Wozab has raised $2,900 from 
10 individuals and a $400 loan to her-
self. 
•Rudy Garcia has not reported any 
campaign contributions.

Candidates are required to report who 
has contributed to their campaign and 
how they have spent that money. 
Candidates submit Fair Political 
Practices Form 460 twice a year and 
twice before each election. On 
September 29 the first pre-election 460 
filings were due to the:  

OC REGISTRAR OF VOTERS   
public.netfile.com/pub2/?AID=coc 

(Candidates receiving or spending less 
than $2,000 are not required to file). The 
filings may have been postmarked by 
the September 29 deadline and the 
forms have not been delivered by the 
postal service as yet.

Follow the Money 
Behind Candidates  

Fullerton School District 
Candidate Campaign 

Finances  
First Pre-election Filings

Fullerton Joint Union  
High School District 

Candidate  
Campaign Finances  

First Pre-election Filings 

•Lauren Klatzker has raised 
$23,232 and with notable donations 
from Fullerton Secondary Teachers Org 
PAC ($20,000), PACE of California 
School Employees Assoc. Small 
Contributor Committee ($1,400), 
Women in Leadership ($500), Chester 
Jeng ($500),  Joanne Fawley ($207), 
Alan Fenning ($250). 
•Matthew Van Hook has raised 
$5,022 (including $1,620 from himself) 
and with major donations from Shawn 
Steel ($500), Christian Pop ($1,000), 
and David Jerome ($500).

October  10 
• First day vote-by-mail ballots  
are available  
• Voters registered by this date  
will be mailed a county voter  
information guide 

October  24 
• Final close of registration  

October  29 
• Vote Centers open 

November 1 
• Last day to apply for a replacement 
vote-by-mail ballot  

November  5 
• Additional vote centers open 

November 8 
• Date of election. Vote!

IMPORTANT  
ELECTION DATES

RegisterToVote.ca.gov

Advertise with the Fullerton Observer  
 

Keep us printing and support independent local media by advertising today.  
 

For more information email: ads@fullertonobserver.com  
or see ADVERTISE on the website: www.fullertonobserver.com
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VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2022 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBH6THuTKER5TrjoSRjw0ww/videos

When my dad was an elementary 
school student in the early 1970s, he 
remembers going with a friend to 
Featherly Regional Park in Anaheim as 
part of Fullerton’s Youth Science Center. 
It was there that they learned about edi-
ble plants native to Orange County. 
Located roughly 30 minutes away from 
Fullerton on Santa Ana Canyon Road in 
Anaheim Hills, Featherly Regional Park 
has always been a natural riparian 
wilderness area. However, access to 
most of the park is now restricted, and 
the finest viewing opportunities are 
available from the Santa Ana River 
Bikeway which runs adjacent to the 
park.  

According to Marisa O’Neil, Public 
Information Officer for OC Parks, 
Canyon R.V. Park currently manages the 
land on behalf of the County. This 
wasn’t always the case. Looking back in 
early Orange County history, the proper-
ty on which Featherly Park currently 
resides was initially signed over to Jose 
Antonio Yorba by the King of Spain. 
According to the OC Parks website, Don 
Bernardo, Jose’s son, “expanded the 
Rancho and it became the greatest 
ranchero of early California.” Many 
years later, a part of the property was 
bought by the Irvine family, and their 
company used the land for cattle ranch-
ing. Due to the increase in population 
that was happening in Orange County, 
the “area was closed for the protection 
of the herd.”   

At the time, the area along the Santa 
Ana River had become a popular recre-
ational spot for local people in the com-
munity to picnic and swim. When 
Orange County officials noticed the 
area’s popularity, they became interested 
in procuring the Santa Ana Canyon 
property for use as a public park. County 
Supervisor Cye Featherly opened talks 
with the Irvine Company to start the 
process. According to the OC Parks 
website, a master plan for the park was 
developed and drafted near the end of 
the sixties, and federal and state funds 
were attained for construction.  

Opening in 1970, Featherly Regional 
Park was the third county-controlled 
nature reserve to open. Picnic and camp-
ing areas as well as natural woodlands 
were available to the public until the late 
1970s. In December 1976, the nearby 
Yorba Regional Park opened up, and 

Featherly Park was limited to camping 
areas only.  

By the 1990s, the place had become “a 
haven for the homeless” and was “often 
cited as an example of the failure of both 
public and private management,” 
according to a 2003 Los Angeles Times 
article written by David Haldane. It also 
didn’t help when a management compa-
ny the County had hired decided to raise 
admission prices and downsize mainte-
nance staff. These and other factors infu-
riated both environmentalists and 
County employees at the time, accord-
ing to the LA Times.  

It wasn’t until 1993 that Orange 
County leased Featherly Park to Canyon 
R.V., according to the OC Parks website. 
Canyon RV improved conditions at the 
park through forceful cleanup and main-
tenance efforts. It also helped that they 
added connections to public electrical 
lines, hired more security/patrol offi-
cers, added cabins and created specified 
areas for camping. However, only a 
small portion of Featherly Park is actu-
ally open to the public; the rest of the 
park is closed for preservation purposes. 

When I visited Featherly Park this 
September, I parked at a shopping center 
off La Palma Avenue, and walked over 
to an access point that opened onto the 
Santa Ana River Trail. The pathway was 
painted to look like a road and I did 
encounter quite a few bicyclists while 
walking. I was able to look out over a 
short metal wire fence at a natural wood-
lands area that I had always wondered 
about when going down the 91 Freeway. 
I also noticed how the Santa Ana River 
had become a dried up riverbed, with 
very small pockets of water appearing 
sporadically. Further down and around a 
curve, construction vehicles were being 
used to clear a large area adjacent to the 
Santa Ana River. 

Restrooms and facilities once offered 
at Featherly Park can now be found just 
five miles away at Yorba Regional Park, 
located adjacent to another part of the 
Santa Ana River Trail and off La Palma 
Avenue in Anaheim Hills. It’s still main-
tained by OC Parks and can be found 
right next to a local park with sports 
fields and a playground area. I’d recom-
mend parking in the lot by the City’s 
park and walking in to the regional park, 
which charges $3 per vehicle on week-
days and $5 per vehicle on weekends.  

Investigating the History  
of Featherly Regional Park

It’s best to visit early when the weather is cooler. I made sure to bring a water bot-
tle with me when I visited. Featuring more than 400 picnic tables with shade, four 
large lakes with connecting streams, bicycle trails, volleyball courts and a couple of 
playgrounds, Yorba Regional Park is over one mile long and larger than it looks 
from the street. There were also quite a few ducks near the streams and lakes. Swan 
boats and paddle boats could be rented at this park. I also noticed a few people fish-
ing off small wooden docks and bridges.  

While the trails my dad remembers at Featherly Regional Park are no longer 
accessible to the public, those sorts of activities are now available a few miles west 
at Yorba Regional Park.               

Above: A view of Featherly Regional Park in Anaheim from the road. 
Below: Swan boats and paddle boats at Yorba Regional Park



Feb. 2022) “Owner reserves the right to 
set the days and hour of use for all 
amenities and to change the character of 
or close any Amenity based upon the 
needs of Owner and in Owner’s sole and 
absolute discretion, without notice, obli-
gation or recompense of any nature to 
Resident” 

Some residents have said that this is 
retaliation because of the recent article 
that was released as well as because the 
tenants have been organizing. 

According to California Code, Civil 
Code – CIV § 1942.5  “it is unlawful for 
a lessor (landlord) to increase rent, 
decrease services, cause a lessee to quit 
involuntarily, bring an action to recover 
possession, or threaten to do any of 
those acts, for the purpose of retaliating 
against the lessee because he or she has 
lawfully organized or participated in a 
lessees' association or an organization 
advocating lessees' rights or has lawful-
ly and peaceably exercised any rights 
under the law.”  

As stated in the notice the tenants 
received, “any time before or after these 
hours are a violation of your lease agree-
ment,” but multiple tenants who have 
been living at Ventana for 4+ years said 
this is the first time they have heard of 
these restrictions and have never 
received a notice like this before. 

Some tenants are furious that closing 
hallways and the lobby between 10pm 
and 8am means they won’t be able to 
leave their apartment during those 
hours. One tenant said, “I guess if I 
don’t make it back in time, I will have to 
sleep somewhere else, because I can’t 
enter the lobby or use the hallways.” 

We reached out to the PR representa-
tive requesting a copy of the lease agree-
ment and asked the following: “Many 
who have lived in Ventana for multiple 
years have said this is the first time 
they've heard of this. Why is this the 

first time these residents have received 
this type of notice? Can you explain 
why the hallways and elevators are 
closed? Especially since this is a senior 
living area and many need assistance 
walking. And how is it enforced? 

To which the representative respond-
ed, “The notice was incorrect. The only 
change in hours was to the patios where 
the team received some noise com-
plaints. The hallways, elevator and 
lobby remain open 24 hours.” 

The day after getting the notices some 
of the tenants called the office. The 
office responded to the residents who 
called saying that it was a mistake. 
However, to date, no correction notice 
has been released to the residents. 

The residents have been holding ten-
ant meetings ever since the rent increase 
was announced. Fullerton City 
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra has 
attended the meetings and is advocating 
for the tenants.  

Zahra has contacted other local politi-
cians to see what can be done about 
these issues. He asked the City Manager 
to look at Richman Group of 
California's contract with the City to see 
if they are in violation of it. He said, “as 
we suspected, they have violated the 
agreement by not informing the City; 
per the agreement they have to inform 
the city of any [rent] increases and they 
did not do that, but it is still up to legal 
interpretation if the new 10% increase is 
still valid.”  

Zahra also reached out to the mayor of 
Santa Ana. Consulting with another city 
in the county may seem out of the ordi-
nary but, “they had a rent ordinance pro-
gram that helped fill the gaps that the 
California's rent stabilization law did not 
cover, so they did what the state law did-
n’t cover, however they [Santa Ana] 
weren’t able to cover the low-income 
housing,"  he said. 

Residents are calling Ventana a prison 
continued from front page
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Awareness 
 by Jo Ann Branno   ck, Ph.D. © 2022

Addressing the Opioid Crisis  
in Orange County

As part of National Recovery Month, 
a forum and panel discussion called 
“Hope for Recovery: Addressing the 
Opioid Crisis in OC” was held 
September 13 at the Fullerton Public 
Library.  

The event was sponsored by OC 
Supervisor Doug Chaffee and the 
Orange County Health Care Agency 
(OCHCA), in collaboration with the 
Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation, as a 
community-wide initiative to counteract 
the overdose epidemic in OC and edu-
cate the public about the life-saving 
medication, Naloxone. 

In the United States, deaths involving 
the synthetic opioid Fentanyl increased 
from 57,834 in 2020 to 71,238 in 2021. 
California has reported a sharp increase 
in Fentanyl related deaths, from 239 
deaths in 2016 to 3,857 in 2020. The 
number of deaths of young adults attrib-
uted to Fentanyl use increased by 98% 
in 2021 (OCHCA, 2022).     

Opioid overdoses from heroin, 
cocaine, methamphetamine, and those 
laced with Fentanyl, may be prevented 
by use of the medication Naloxone, sold 
under the brand name Narcan®, 
(Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, CDC).   

Naloxone HCl, the active ingredient 
in Narcan®, saves lives because the 
drug restores slowed or stopped breath-
ing in overdosed users.  

Dr. Kerry Hettinger, PharMd, RPH, 
spoke of how opioids like Fentanyl 
affect the brain stem, which controls 
breathing. When a person is under the 
influence of these drugs, the critical cell 
type, Mu-Opioid Receptors, is over-
whelmed, which decreases oxygen to 
the brain while increasing carbon diox-
ide. Naloxone combats these negative 
effects by replacing the opioids within 
these cells. 

If you have a friend or family member 
who could overdose, or if your doctor 
recommends treatment, Naloxone may 
be available free of charge through 
OCHCA.   

The American Society of Addiction 
Medicine, (ASAM) defines addiction as 
a “treatable, chronic medical disease 
involving complex interactions among 
brain circuits, genetics, the environ-
ment, and an individual’s life experi-
ences. People with an addiction use sub-
stances or engage in behaviors that 
become compulsive and often continue 
despite harmful consequences. 
Prevention and treatment approaches for 
addiction are generally as successful as 
those for other chronic diseases.”  

As with other medical conditions, 
there a variety of resources to support 
addicted people in recovery. Specialized 
treatment may include behavioral thera-

py, inpatient or outpatient programs, res-
idential programs, Withdrawal 
Management Services, Medication 
Assisted Treatment, or Narcotic 
Treatment Programs.   

Many treatment programs incorporate 
Alcoholics Anonymous’ 12-step pro-
gram which can help recovering addicts 
manage daily challenges and occasional 
setbacks. 

Herman, a former recovering drug and 
alcohol addict, understands how diffi-
cult it can be to navigate the road to 
sobriety. In and out of prison and addic-
tion treatment programs multiple times, 
Herman finally became sober during his 
second stay at Woodglen Recovery 
Junction in Fullerton.  Sponsoring other 
men new to the program encouraged 
him. Watching their successes and how 
their focus on their own recovery 
processes, helped him with his own 
sobriety. Herman said he finally got 
sober because, “I was ready and willing 
to be honest with myself.”  
Here are some community resources.  

• Behavioral Health Services Line  - 
open 24/7, 365 days a year:  
1-855-625-4657  
• Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services: 1-800-662-HELP (4357)  
• OC Health Care Agency:  
714-667-5600 or BHTS@ochca.com 
• Wel-Mor Psychology Group, Inc., 
714-540-9070; 1370 N. Brea Blvd., 
Suite 224, Fullerton, CA 92835;  
• Western Pacific Medical Clinic,  
218 E Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton, 
CA 92832, 714-992-4770 
• Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation 
HazeldenBettyFord.org or call 1(888) 
506-7813  

Online Resources: 
•Centers For Disease Control and 
Prevention: cdc.gov/opioids/naloxone  
• Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services: samhsa.gov 

ALERT: 
On September 9th, the Orange County 

Register, published an article by Tony 
Saavedra reporting that drug dealers are 
targeting kids children with enticing, 
candy-colored Fentanyl. Two mil-
ligrams of Fentanyl, equal to  2-3 grains 
of salt, can kill be fatal. These “candies”  
have been seized in Northern California, 
Oregon and Arizona. Michael Lee, of 
Fox News, reported on September 
11 that a California middle school stu-
dent was arrested for bringing Fentanyl 
to school, causing a school superintend-
ent to overdose just by investigating the 
pill bottle containing it. 

Talk to your children about drugs 
which may look like candy. Take pre-
cautions when inspecting your chil-
dren’s Halloween candy, as well. Go to 
safe Halloween candy sources.

mailto:BHTS@ochca.com
mailto:Salad@HazeldenBettyFord.org
http://cdc.gov/opioids/naloxone
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TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

DON’T WORRY DARLING: Two Misses
Hollywood has satirized, criticized, 

and manipulated 1950s America for 
decades but never more bizarrely than in 
Don’t Worry Darling. Actor turned 
director, Olivia Wilde hired Katie 
Silberman, who had written the screen-
play for Wilde’s 2019 film Booksmart, 
to craft a script for Don’t Worry, a script 
that does not fulfill the movie’s promo-
tional billing as a ”psychological 
thriller.” But saving the movie from 
total disaster are the remarkable camera 
work of cinematographer Matthew 
Libatique and the strong performance by 
lead actor Florence Pugh. 

We find ourselves in a too-perfect 
town of mid-century homes on quiet 
cul-de-sac streets. The husbands are 
employed and their wives spend morn-
ings cleaning their perfect houses, their 
afternoons shopping, and their evenings 
preparing elaborate dinners; and always 
there is good sex for their husbands. Of 
course, each husband has been wel-
comed home by his spouse with a marti-
ni in hand. The war is over and the town 
is named Victory. The sun always shines 
in Victory because it is located in an 
enclave in the California desert. 

Each morning the husbands back out 
of their driveways and leave for their 
jobs at identical times. They all work at 
Victory Projects, where they develop 
“progressive materials.” No one, not 
even the spouses know what these proj-
ects entail. The husbands have pledged 
never to discuss their work with anyone. 
Heading Victory Projects is Frank 
(Chris Pine), an imperious gentleman 
who commands and receives respect 
from everyone. 

Our entree into this impossibly perfect 

world is through Alice (Pugh), who is 
married to Jack (Harry Styles). This is a 
happy marriage and we have no reason 
to doubt the couple’s affection for each 
other. However, it is through Alice’s 
eyes that we see the oddities within the 
bland community. One afternoon, Alice 
is riding the trolley home from an after-
noon of shopping and witnesses a plane 
swirling in the air and ultimately crash-
ing. She tells the driver to stop so they 
can aid any possible survivors. He says 
that he cannot leave his prescribed route 
to investigate a disaster, so she leaves 
the trolley and runs across the desert to 
witness the accident. 

But did this accident really occur or is 
Alice beginning to hallucinate? At a din-
ner party where Frank and his wife 
Shelley (Gemma Chan) are in atten-
dance, Alice erupts verbally with her 
discontent about the sameness in their 
lives and the lack of spontaneity in any 
of their activities. The women even 
attend the same ballet class where they 
work out but always with the identical 
body movements, and their teacher con-
sistently underscores the need for sym-
metry and unity. Others attending the 
party, including Alice’s neighbor Bunny 
(played by director Wilde), do not sym-
pathize with Alice’s rebellious spirit. 

Will Alice and Jack stay in Victory 
Village or will Jack bend to Alice’s plea 
to leave? The ending, after an overly 
long two hours, does contain an ambigu-
ity that apparently provided some confu-
sion and discussion among attendees at 
the Venice Film Festival this past sum-
mer. 

Don’t Worry Darling is currently 
screening in movie theaters.



OCT 06 THROUGH DEC 08 
• M-F: 10am-5pm & Sat-Sun: 
12pm-4pm: Intercultural: 
Intercultural is an award winning 
critically acclaimed art exhibition 
created by Interdisciplinary Artist 
Sheinina Lolita Raj with Sound Art 
collaboration by two time Grammy 
winner Nelly Furtado.   

At The Muckenthaler  
 1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton 
714-738-6595  info@themuck.org
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 05 
• 7 pm: Acoustic Open Mic 
hosted by Chris Cruz: Free, 
All Ages 
Bourbon Street Bar & Grill, 
110 E Commonwealth Ave, 
Fullerton  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6 
• 10am: Intercultural An award-win-
ning critically acclaimed art exhibition 
created by Interdisciplinary Artist 
Sheinina Lolita Raj with Sound Art col-
laboration by two time Grammy winner 
Nelly Furtado. Through December 8. 
Muckenthaler 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton (714) 738-6595  info@the-
muck.org $30 general, $20 student, $15 
member. 
• 7:30pm: Haemil: Pansori is a Korean 
genre of musical storytelling performed 
by a vocalist and a drummer. Korean 
Traditional Music “Haemil” Team 
returns to The Muck to bridge the gap 
between different cultures, educating 
through traditional and modern instru-
ments. Muckenthaler 1201 W Malvern 
Ave, Fullerton (714) 738-6595  
info@themuck.org $30 general, $20 stu-
dent, $15 member. 
• 8pm: No cover Dance Party 
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton. totally80sbar.com  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 
• 8pm: Prince -Live- Tribute Show 
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton. totally80sbar.com  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 
• 8pm: Madonna -Live- Tribute Show 
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton. totally80sbar.com  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9 
• 3pm: University Wind Symphony & 
CSUF Symphonic Winds $10 Clayes 
Performing Arts Center, 800 N State 
College Blvd, Fullerton (657) 278-3371  

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12 
• 7pm: Acoustic Open Mic hosted by 
Chris Cruz: Free, All Ages 
Bourbon Street Bar & Grill, 110 E 
Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13 
•7:30 pm: Randy Otto as Winston 
Churchill This one man presentation  
challenges the audience to learn about 
history and to not repeat mistakes of the 
past. Muckenthaler 1201 W Malvern 
Ave, Fullerton (714)738-6595  
info@themuck.org $30 general 
• 8 pm: Jazz Small Groups: Free, All 
Ages Clayes Performing Arts Center, 
800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton  
(657) 278-3371  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20 
• 3 to 6pm: Fullerton Senior Club 
Halloween Bash Social Costume con-
test and dancing for seniors. Dance to 
the Five Star Band, door prizes, and 
refreshments. Fullerton Community 
Center 340 W Commonwealth Ave, 
Fullerton $3 members, $5 general. 
• 7:30pm: Peter Brandon One of 
Fullerton’s favorite sons returns to The 
Muck. Peter is a perfect combination of 
country music talent, command of his 
stage, and engaging with his audience. 
Muckenthaler 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton (714) 738-6595  info@the-
muck.org $30 general, $20 student, $15 
member.  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21 
• 5:30pm: HOCUS POCUS Free 
Movie in the Park: movie will begin at 
7 pm. Free parking and free popcorn 
(while supplies last).Carbon Canyon 
Park, 4442 Carbon Canyon Road, Brea.  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27 
• 7pm: 3/4 Time Dueling Pianos: You 
won’t want to miss this musical evening  
of favorite songs accompanied by 
beloved pianists  Jake and Laura while 
we collectively sing our hearts out. You 
can expect an evening full of live enter-
tainment, fabulous fare, and drinks that 
will make you get up and dance!  Join us 
as we raise our voices this Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month at our fifth 
annual 3/4 Time Dueling Pianos Event 
and call for an end to domestic violence 
in our community. $35 each. Register 
online:https://wtlc.org/duelingpianos22/  

OCTOBER 28 & OCTOBER 29 
• 8pm: HALLOWEEN Costume 
PARTY + costume contest  
Dress up for the best costume and dance 
the night away enjoying the best of 
1980’s music. 
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton. totally80sbar.com 

Fullerton  
Museum Center 

Through December 30:  
Picturing America’s Pastime: 
The Hall of Fame’s collection of 
approximately 350,000 unique 
images is the world’s premiere 
repository of baseball photographs, 
spanning well over 150 years of the 
sport’s history accompanied by the 
words of those who were there. For 
hours and admission contact: 

Fullerton Museum Center,  
301 N Pomona Ave.  

(714) 738-6545 
fullertonmuseum.com 

Art  
Shows

THEATER PERFORMANCES
THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  

through OCTOBER 30 
• The Night of the Living Dead: 
Maverick Theater: A group of pan-
icked survivors are barricaded in a 
deserted farmhouse while a horde of 
flesh-eating zombies hovers outside 
their door. This is a one of a kind expe-
rience, perfect for the Halloween sea-
son. 110 E Walnut Ave, unit B, Fullerton 
(714) 526-7070   mavericktheater.com 

 
THURS, FRI, SAT 

OCT 6 through OCT 8 
• Marian, or the True Tale of Robin 
Hood: Bronwyn Dodson Theatre: 
Robin Hood is Maid Marian in disguise, 
and leads a motley group of Merry 
(Wo)Men against the greedy Prince 
John. 321 E Chapman Ave Fullerton, 
(714) 992-7150    www.thegemoc.com 
 

FRI, SAT, SUN  
through OCT 16  

• QUEER: The Wayward Artist 
Theater: A dance collaborative that 
explores the past, present, and future of 
the queer and LGBTQIA+ journey.  

125 N Broadway, Santa Ana  
(657)205-6273 

info@thewaywardartist.org 
 
 

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  
OCT 07 through OCT 22  

• Merrily We Roll Along: Little 
Theatre : chronicles the highs and lows 
of wealthy composer Franklin Shepard 
and his two estranged friends, a theatre 
critic and a playwright, over the span of 
two decades.  800 N State College Blvd, 
Fullerton.  $24 (657) 278-3371  

pac-boxoffice@fullerton.edu 
 

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  
through OCT 9 

• Young Frankenstein: La Mirada 
Theatre for the Performing Arts: 
Frederick follows in the mad-scientist 
tradition of his ancestor, creating a mon-
ster for this century. 14900 La Mirada 
Blvd, La Mirada  (562)944-9801 lami-
radatheatre.com 
 

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  
OCT 7 through Oct 16 

• Amy and the Orphans; The 
Phantom Project Theatre: When their 
85-year-old father dies, sparring siblings 
Maggie and Jake must face a question: 
How do they break the bad news to their 
sister Amy, who has Down syndrome 
and has lived in a state home for years?  
311 S Euclid St, La Habra (714) 690-
2900 https://thephantomprojectsthe-
atre.com
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Schools Remember 9/11 
Student Board Member Jacqueline 

Woo kicked off the night with her first 
school report. All FJUHSD high schools 
opened the school year with spirit days, 
dances, sports, and games. Many of the 
schools honored people lost on 
September 11, 2001. While the students 
were too young to have experienced the 
national tragedy first-hand, the memori-
als held reflected their and the district 
staff’s dedication to the credo “Never 
Forget.” Trustee Marilyn Buchi said the 
memorial celebrations she viewed were 
unique and very moving. 

Commendations 
The trustees celebrated the District’s 

community contributors, honoring the 
five Rotary groups serving FJUHSD. 
The board commended the Fullerton, 
Sunrise, South Fullerton, La Habra, and 
Buena Park Rotarians supporting stu-
dents through award ceremonies, schol-
arships, and community charitable 
work. The Assistance League of 
Fullerton, Fullerton and La Habra 
Collaboratives, and Fullerton Loves OC 
Kids received certificates acknowledg-
ing their efforts supplying students with 
school materials, clothing, food and 
housing access, and nutritional informa-
tion. Trustees, Superintendent Dr. Steve 
McLaughlin, and Executive Director of 
Administrative Services Karl Zener 

thanked the community members pres-
ent and all charitable organizations that 
support the district’s students. 

Superintendent Updates 
Dr. McLaughlin praised the staff, fam-

ilies, and students for coming together to 
begin a “normal” school year. He report-
ed Governor Gavin Newsom recently 
removed the staff COVID testing 
requirement for anyone who did not file 
proof of COVID vaccinations. 

PTA Comments 
La Habra High School PTSA 

President Isela Arevalo spoke to the 
Board on behalf of parenting associa-
tions letting the Board know that every-
one is happy to be back to school in per-
son and reminding the trustees and 
administration to join one of the 
school’s PTAs. 

Financial Updates 
Assistant Superintendent of Business 

Services Ruben Hernandez presented 
the unaudited actuals for the 2021/2022 
school year. This report shows the 
Trustees the funding balances after all 
income and expenses for the previous 
school year have been calculated and 
just prior to the annual third-party exter-
nal audit. The district received over 
$199 million last year and spent over 
$196 million. The unrestricted general 
fund balance started at $49.1 million and 
ended with $49.3 million and the 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES 
by Jan Youngman  

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm, 
2nd & 4th Tues of each month at district headquarters,  

1401 W Valencia Dr,  Fullerton  
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call (714) 447-7400

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

Regular Sessions are held at 6 pm monthly in the 
Ed Center Board Rm, 1051 West Bastanchury Road, Fullerton, 

For agenda go to: www.fjuhsd.org or call (714) 870-2800

September 13 Meeting

September 13 Meeting
The Board adopted an Emergency 

Resolution authorizing the superintend-
ent to take any and all necessary actions 
to fully secure District facilities with 
total perimeter fencing. There have been 
several incidents of people entering the 
school areas and sometimes threatening 
staff: one was carrying a baseball bat, 
another was yelling at staff while carry-
ing a baseball bat, and an individual car-
rying a gun was apprehended by the 
Fullerton Police. Other negative inci-
dents have also been reported. Parents 
and teachers have demanded that the 
schools need full secure fencing. 

APPROVED: 
• Agreement with Whittier College, 

a long-standing partner with FSD, that 
places student teachers within the 
District. 

• Renewed lease with the City of 
Fullerton for use of Nicolas Jr High 
School's parking lot for overnight park-
ing through 2025. Residents with a city-
issued permit will be able to park on the 
lot from 10pm to 7am, seven nights a 
week. The City will maintain the park-
ing lot, which includes re-slurrying and 
striping, as needed. The City will carry 
liability insurance for their use and hold 
FSD harmless. 

• Transportation Charter Services to 
provide transportation for field trips. 

• Independent Contractor 
Agreement with Melissa Manning for 
professional services as a nutritionist. 

• Increase contract with New 
Dimension General Construction, Inc. 

for school site installations, repairs, and 
maintenance. New Dimension recently 
completed playground area asphalt 
repairs at Fern Dr Elementary School, 
asphalt repairs to the Valencia Park 
Elementary School Kindergarten wing, 
window repairs within the boys' and 
girls' locker rooms, as well as locker 
room repairs, at Nicolas Jr. High School, 
and the creation of two office spaces 
within Raymond Elementary School. 

• Nonpublic School Master Contract 
with Mardan School. Nonpublic schools 
serve those students who are unable to 
receive a Free & Appropriate Public 
Education within those programs 
offered in the District, due to the severi-
ty of the disability or the fact that the 
student is a danger to self or others. 
Nonpublic schools are utilized when all 
other educational placements for the stu-
dent have been implemented. 

• Agreement with Rethink Autism 
Inc. for training and licenses. 

• Contract with Mad Science to pro-
vide services after school for the Encore 
program. 

• Agreement with Procademy for 
after school sports for the Encore 
Program. 

• Bricks4kidz to provide STEM 
services after school for the Encore 
Program. 

• Agreement with All the Arts for All 
the Kids Foundation to provide art les-
sons after school for the Encore pro-
gram. 

• Agreement with Timothy D.Bowen 

With the technological advancements 
that continue to shape our society, 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics, known as STEM, careers 
play a key role in securing needed 
knowledge to promote beneficial inno-
vations. With the addition of over 1 mil-
lion jobs being added throughout the 
2020s, various STEM pathways are 
needed for vital education. This depends 
on the availability of resources that an 
individual is exposed to from a young 
age, which can vary based upon socioe-
conomic status or other critical factors.  

In this new growing age of technology, 
it is more important than ever to intro-
duce different platforms where students 
can be introduced to the idea of STEM 
and explore different opportunities pre-
dominant in this field. Organizations 
that provide free and easily accessible 
assets to young minds are often hard to 
come by. STEM·E is one such organiza-
tion which allows for students of any 
age group, regardless of location or any 
other hindering factor, to participate in 
furthering their knowledge in the area of 
STEM.  

From social media managers, like 
Nmesoma Nwosu (11th grade, Georgia), 
who said that “STEM-E [teaches] the 
meaning of teamwork, along with being 
self-reliant,” to educational game app 
programmers, like Abhi Dey (9th grade, 
Pennsylvania), who believes that “there 

are just so many opportunities within 
STEM-E that will help you in your 
future,”  

STEM·E proves its effectiveness 
throughout its variety of programs and 
opportunities. The organization strives 
to establish and promote business roles 
to educate their members in real-world 
STEM applications. The mentors of this 
nonprofit organization volunteer their 
time to guide students, and they aim to 
create an inclusive environment for stu-
dents of various backgrounds on differ-
ent social media platforms. 

STEM·E also offers opportunities to 
not only cultivate students’ minds 
through individual tutoring, but to also 
offer different programs and events  
through captivating, informative games, 
catered to different interests. This organ-
ization allows for students to become 
ambassadors and start their own chap-
ters of STEM·E.  

In their efforts to advance STEM glob-
ally, STEM·E has opened a new 
Ugandan Initiative. STEM·E has not 
only helped to escalate the message of 
STEM internationally to young students 
who may not have the proper resources 
in their area to pursue it by themselves, 
but they have also shaped the next gen-
eration of leaders, entrepreneurs, and 
talented individuals. To be a part of the 
wonderful mission of STEM·E, learn 
more at https://www.steme.org. 

Career Success Through STEM·E by Esha Salman

restricted balance started with $10.1 
million and ended with $10.7 million. 
The district spent 78.7% of the budget 
on salaries, pensions, and benefits which 
is well within the recommended 80% of 
any public school district budget. The 
board approved the unaudited actuals 4-
0 (Board Member Dr. Chester Jeng 
absent). 

Facilities Update 
Mr. Hernandez and new Director of 

Maintenance and Facilities, Ted 
Walstrom, reported that over the sum-
mer, maintenance and operations staff 
performed numerous jobs including 
deep cleaning and sanitizing of all 
school classrooms, resurfacing parking 
lots, repairing roofs, refinishing all gym-
nasium floors, painting, modernizing the 
district’s Human Resources offices, 
updating the TAPP (Teenage Pregnancy 
and Parenting Program) nursery and the 
Adult Transition classrooms.  

Mr. Walstrom shared how his team 
combined money allocated for deferred 
maintenance with additional funds, like 
federal ESSER II (Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief) 
funds, to improve landscaping, locker 
rooms, and unique painting projects to 
finished bond projects throughout the 
school sites. 

He reported that labor and supply 
chain issues will push back completion 
of the Fullerton Auditorium as the dis-
trict waits for the fire curtain delivery to 
finish the safety protocols.  

Trustee Dr. Vicki Calhoun asked Dr. 
McLaughlin for clarification on the 
auditorium’s name and Dr. McLaughlin 
replied that it is now referred to as the 
Fullerton Auditorium. Mr. Walstrom 
itemized possible Fullerton Auditorium 

enhancements of seating, lighting, audio 
visual systems, and pipe organ mainte-
nance with additional funding from the 
Art and Music block grant, reserve 
funds, and Redevelopment Agency 
funds. The auditorium is projected to re-
open in late October/early November. 

Mr. Walstrom showed how the district 
saved over $21 million by overseeing 
the bond projects “in house” instead of 
hiring an outside contracting firm. This 
allows the district to apply those funds 
toward additional projects and keeps 
administration costs at 5.3% instead of 
the more common 12-18% of the total 
cost of the bond. FJUHSD will allocate 
Bond I’s last $26 million towards new 
FUHS and SOHS Aquatic centers and a 
few smaller projects. 

Trustee Buchi asked about the GMAX 
test performed on the post sanitized and 
backfilled stadium turf areas. This pres-
sure test determines concussion resist-
ance of the artificial stadium area.  

La Vista/La Sierra HS  Principal Sandi 
Layana answered Trustee Buchi’s ques-
tion about the schools’ new “Zen Dens.” 
When students’ anxiety levels require 
them to receive additional support from 
school staff, they can get help in desig-
nated areas on campus. 

Consent Calendar 
The consent calendar was approved 4-

0, and Dr. McLaughlin thanked the 
trustees for approving the new District 
Safety and Risk Management position 
which will provide protocol continuity 
and keep all school site safety plans cur-
rent and effective. 

The next FJUHSD board meeting  
is scheduled for October 11 at 6 pm.

as Play-Well TEKnologies to provide 
STEM services after school for the 
Encore Program. 

• New contract with CNJ Associates 
to provide after school sports for the 
Encore Program. 

• Agreement to establish a Junior 
High/K-8 Intramural Sports stipend. 

MyConnect Academy is being estab-

lished as a new school site, making it the 
18th elementary & K-8 school site. 

The AVID program at Ladera Vista 
Junior High School of the Arts and 
Nicolas Junior High School is a college 
readiness system for elementary and 
secondary education to increase school-
wide learning and strengthen college 
and career readiness.
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FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

Disney Brings Back Diver-sea-ty

Meet Agnes

What’s Trending by Irene, 11th grade

Teen Observer by Francine, 11th grade

ANIMAL ID#: A1776197

Observance by Mateo, 9th grade

Breast Cancer Awareness Month

FJUHSD Student Leaders  
Share Mixed Reactions  

to the 2022 Annual ASB Conference
Fun and spirited.  This was the overall 

vibe that kept over 300 student leaders 
from eight high schools across the 
Fullerton Joint Union High School 
District (FJUHSD) engaged throughout 
the symposium held a week ago at the 
Sonora High School gymnasium. The 
DJ and the inter-school competitive per-
formances showcasing school spirit, 
both new additions to this year’s pro-
gram, were instrumental to the soaring 
energy level of aspiring leaders. 
However, students also shared their dis-
appointment at not getting the chance to 
be paired with their counterparts in sim-
ilar positions from other schools such as, 
putting all activities commissioners in 
one group so they can learn from each 
other’s best practices. 

Every year, over 700 events are man-
aged by the FJUHSD Associated 
Student Body (ASB). These school 
events range from Back-To-School ori-
entation, School Assemblies, 
Homecoming, Stag, Prom to spirit days, 
remembrances, and other celebrations.  
Student leaders from 9th through 12th 
grade, who have earned their spot as 

ASB commissioners or members 
through grade level elected cabinet posi-
tions or through a screening process, are 
behind all these events in every high 
school across FJUHSD.  With hardly 
any professional experience in leader-
ship, these student leaders are automati-
cally enrolled in an elective course 
called ASB to learn how they can be 
effective in their roles. Part of this train-
ing is the annual fellowship  with ASB 
students from the eight schools across 
FJUHSD. 

Each symposium comes with a theme 
and this year's theme was I.M.P.A.C.T. 
(involvement, memories, pride, alliance, 
connectivity, and togetherness) which 
encapsulates the goal of the symposium. 
The program included pep talks from 
guest speakers, team games like the pop-
ular “Red Light, Green Light” game 
from Squid Game, bonding sessions 
fueled by icebreaker questions or top 
discussion questions, and spirit competi-
tions filled with school chants and cho-
reographed battles. At the end of the 
conference, all ASB students were 
awarded a shirt and the option to have it 

signed by fellow participants as a memento of Symposium to look back on.  
Below is feedback from students across the eight schools in FJUHSD: 

POETRY by Erin, 8th grade

Autumn 

 
Finally you came back 

I’ve missed  
sweaters and jackets  

Summer forbade me to wear  
I’ve missed  

warming up my fingers  
when they turn frail in the cold 
I’ve missed the bubbly feeling  

when my birthday is around the corner 
I’ve missed stomping  

on all the crunchy leaves  
To sum it up,  

I’ve missed you Fall

Agnes is a sage feline—one you 
should have as an advisor. She’s ten 
years old and still has all nine lives. She 
arrived at OC Animal Care when a Good 
Samaritan discovered her severely mal-
nourished, in need of medical attention, 
and dehydrated. The OC Veterinary staff 
has been working themselves to the 
bone while fattening up Agnes to an 
appropriate weight. While vacationing 
and gaining her strength back, we had 
the pleasure and enjoyment of watching 
Agnes slowly poke her head out of her 
turtle shell.  

She was initially skeptical of the staff 
(wise cats are always prudent), but as 

Agnes physically blos-
somed, she did so in 
karma as well. As 
sweet as the Morning 
Glorys my brother 
grows, she has begun to show us what a 
people-loving extrovert she is.  

Agnes loves to lean into your hand, 
asking for pets and reverence; you’ll 
hear her deep ‘friendly growl’ every-
where. Agnes is still continuing to work 
up some weight; she is ready to go to 
your home and continue to work up 
some extra TLC and love from her new 
family! Call (714) 935-6848 to schedule 
an adoption appointment today. Walk-
ins are welcome. Or go to ocpetinfo.com 

 
ENDANGERED ANIMAL 
Q: What happened  
     to the Spix’s Macaw? 
A: Up until 1986, the Spix’s Macaw 

was considered extinct, until they were 
spotted. Then in the mid-1990s, only a 
single individual remained alive in the 
wild, a male. In 2019, the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature offi-
cially declared the Spix’s Macaw extinct 
in the wild. There are now only 160 
Spix’s Macaws left in captivity.After a long time of waiting, the 

month of October has finally arrived, 
and with it comes the dawn of fall. 
Autumn leaves begin to fall off of trees, 
and a chill breeze begins to pick up 
everywhere you go. Everyone seems to 
feel more at peace and calm in October 
for these reasons. However, the month 
of October is important for another rea-
son. Every year around this time, Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month is observed. 
Breast cancer is a severe form of cancer 
that develops mostly in females and, like 
almost all other cancers, is quite danger-
ous to the human body. On average, 
around 266,000 cases of breast cancer 
are diagnosed yearly, and about 43,000 
die.  

Breast Cancer Awareness month has 
been created  to share information and 
educate people. It is also held to gain 
peoples’ support and raise money to aid 
in research and help find ways to cure it. 
One way that you can support Breast 

Cancer Awareness 
Month is by donating 
money to this cause. Another way is by 
volunteering or participating in fun 
recreational activities that support breast 
cancer. For example, the American 
Cancer Society hosts  the “Relay for 
Life” movement. This program encour-
ages survivors, caregivers, and other 
participants to start a movement for a 
cancer-free future by starting fundrais-
ers and spreading awareness.  UC Irvine 
is hosting a series of runs and walks to 
raise money for breast cancer research. 
You can both exercise and show your 
support at the same time. Finally, you 
can simply wear something pink. 
Whether it is a pink bracelet or a full-on 
pink outfit, you can raise awareness by 
showing off your style. When I play 
baseball in October, my team will be  
offering pink eyeblack. Wearing pink is 
a great way to spread awareness.

From Beauty and the Beast to Cruella, for the past few years 
Walt Disney Pictures has routinely turned fan-favorite childhood 
animations into live action adaptations. Its most recent announce-
ment introduced The Little Mermaid remake, set to debut in U.S. theaters on May 
26, 2023. But following that reveal, Disney had one more surprise to share with its 
fans — Black singer and actress Halle Bailey was confirmed to play the lead role of 
Ariel. While the news did spark internet outrage and debates over the lead actor’s 
race, others have expressed positive responses, celebrating Bailey’s success and a 
revision in Hollywood representation. In addition to the lead role, Disney invited a 
diverse cast and crew including Black singer and actor Daveed Diggs, Latinx pro-
ducer Lin-Manuel Miranda and Asian American actress Awkwafina. Although the 
controversy surrounding these actors — particularly Bailey — elicited bigoted 
remarks and criticism, the upcoming film has also received much publicity and sup-
port. So “surf” the web and continue to keep a “lookout” for this much-anticipated 
“fin”-tasy film. 
https://hiplatina.com/little-mermaid-lin-manuel-miranda-diversity/

We should have more games to allow 
students to get to know each other rather 
than just through group discussions. 

  Hailey, Sunny Hills 
 
The speaker inspired me to focus on 

the “good 98% and not on the bad 2%” 
to keep the students engaged. 

Abigail, Fullerton 
 
This year’s symposium inspired me to 

be more thoughtful on the things I do 
and to try to see them from a different 
perspective.         Jeremiah, La Habra 

 
Some students woke up as early as 

6am, and did not have time to eat break-
fast, so maybe some snacks might help 
during breaks. Overall, the symposium 
was fun. It inspired me to try the best 
practices I learned from other schools to 
increase the rate of students’ engage-
ment in my school.  Jessie, Buena Park 

 
It is reassuring to know that our strug-

gle with spirit days is shared by the rest 
of the ASBs from other schools.  I would 
like to have discussions with ASB mem-
bers in a similar position.  For example, 
I am an interclub commissioner, and I 
would love to hear how other ASB com-
missioners organize their club rush. 

Sky, Troy  

This year’s symposium definitely went 
through an upgrade. Even the guest 
speaker thought that this is the first time 
he has seen this event as spirited as it 
was.  I enjoyed the DJ who brought lots 
of energy to the event. It would be worth 
considering a DJ not just for school 
dance but even for assemblies.   I am 
currently serving as Elections commis-
sioner. I have concerns about keeping 
the integrity of school elections and was 
looking forward to hearing from fellow 
commissioners of other schools, but I 
did not have as much opportunity to 
bring this up compared to last year’s 
symposium.        Francine, Sunny Hills 

 
Make smaller groups because some 

groups were huge making it hard for 
everyone to have the chance to talk and 
encourage diverse grouping because 
some people tend to stick with students 
from their school.  Ashley, Sunny Hills 

  
We need to have more efficient lunch 

lines because some students were only 
receiving their meals while the rest have 
already finished eating their lunch. 

Lauren, Sonora 
 

Devote more time for small group dis-
cussions.                       Avery, Sonora
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Hope Guzman Pacheco 1936 – 2022
Hope Guzman Pacheco, age 

86, went to be with the Lord 
on September 4, 2022 in her 
home in Fullerton, California. 
She is survived by her loving 
husband of 67 years, John 
Pacheco. Preceded in death 
by Linda Pacheco (Daughter) 
survived by Daughters 
Debbie Pacheco & Jenny 
Carranza and Son Johnny Pacheco. 
She had 10 Brothers and Sisters, 4 
Children, 10 Grandchildren, 15 Great-
Grandchildren and loved by all.  

Hope’s greatest joy was spending 
time with her family and loved ones 
laughing and telling stories. She 

spread her faith in the Lord to 
others and had so much joy 
and love to give. She was a 
true example of a life well 
lived with pure intentions and 
heart. Hope Pacheco will be 
dearly missed, as she was a 
loving Wife, Mother, Sister, 
Grandma, Great Grandma & 
to many she was Tia Hopie.   

A Funeral Mass was held on Friday 
September 23, 2022 at 10:30am at St. 
Mary’s Church 400 W. 
Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton 

Her final place to rest is Loma Vista 
Memorial Park 701 E Bastanchury Rd, 
Fullerton.

To place an obituary or tribute contact: ads@fullertonobserver.com  
or PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92832  •  Prices based on ad rates.

Betty Ann Pechkis, age 77, died 
peacefully on September 1st, 2022, at 
St. Jude’s Hospital in Fullerton, CA 
after fighting a year long battle.    

Survived by her husband Robert 
Anthony Pechkis for whom she met 
on July 25, 1976; her daughter, 

Tammy Marie Clarida; and two grand-
children, Lucas Anthony Clarida, and 
Kendall Marie Clarida.  

Her funeral was held at Santa Clara 
de Asis Church on September 16.   

In lieu of flowers send donations to 
The American Heart Association.

Betty Ann Pechkis 1944 - 2022 Raymond H. Staggs 1935 – 2022
Raymond H. Staggs was a 

loving husband, father, and 
grandfather. He passed away 
on Thursday, September 15, 
2022 at the age of 87. 

Raymond was born on 
February 21, 1935, in 
Berwyn, IL to William and 
Florence Staggs. He relocated 
to Fullerton, CA in 1948 
before enlisting in the U.S. Army. 
Raymond served two tours in The 
Korean War. After the war, Raymond 
returned to Fullerton and on 
December 11, 1965, married Donna 
Imber Harshman. Together, they 
raised three sons, George (Sherry) 
Harshman, Mark (Lan) Harshman, 
and Tomas (Samantha) Staggs and a 
daughter, Laura Harshman Cross. 

Raymond had a passion for the out-
doors and a crafty hand for refurbish-
ing antiques and collectibles. 

Together, Raymond and 
Donna traveled the country, 
selling these antiques. He 
also loved spending time in 
his backyard, especially with 
his four grandchildren, 
Gianna Cross, Kathryn 
Davis, Dustin Staggs, and 
Tucker Staggs. Raymond was 
known for his quick wit, 

quiet demeanor, and his kind and com-
passionate spirit. 

Raymond was preceded in death by 
his father, William; his mother, 
Florence; and his son, George. He is 
survived by his wife, Donna; his chil-
dren, Mark, Laura, and Tomas; and 
grandchildren, Gianna, Kathryn, 
Dustin, and Tucker. 

A memorial service was held on 
September 30, 2022 at McAulay & 
Wallace Mortuary, 902 N Harbor 
Blvd, in Fullerton. 

Robert (Boots) J. Morris 
Jr. born November 13, 
1953 in Fullerton, CA 
passed away September 
10, 2022 in Whittier, CA. 
He is preceded in death by 
his father, Robert J. 
Morris Sr.; mother, 
Euradell Oliver; brothers, 
Powell Morris, Michael Muckleroy, 
Donald Muckleroy and Kenny Morris. 
He is survived by sisters Gloria (Glo) 

J. Morris and Anita 
(Weezy) L. Morris. Boots 
resided in Fullerton most 
of his life, except for a 
stint in the Army and a 
couple years in Arizona. 
He was car crazy. He 
could wreck them, fix 
them, sand and paint them 

and make them look like new. If you 
gave him a task to do, you'd get the 
very best. He will be missed. 

Robert (Boots) J. Morris Jr  1953 – 2022 
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ANSWER KEY TO PUZZLE "CORNY-COPIA" on page 5:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

CLASSIFIEDS Send classified ads to ads@fullertonobserver.com: 
All information must be accompanied by a name, street address, phone num-
ber and payment in full or they will not be printed. Classified ads are $40 per 
40 words maximum. No photos or logos. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO NOT 
PRINT ADS DEEMED INAPPROPRIATE.

Not interested in writing, but 
want to be an Observer? You can 
volunteer to  do: Distribution, 
podcast website manager,  sales 
and networking, or help out on 
the podcast Observing Fullerton.  
 
Those interested can apply at: 

www.fullertonobserver.com 
or email us at  

Observer@fullertonobserver.com

Stories wanted:  
disastrous divorces, especially 
custody, especially with court-
appointed evaluators, for a 
new family law book.   
Email: jak@judithkaluzny.com 
or write to: Judith A. Kaluzny,  
149 W Whiting Ave, Fullerton, 

California 92832

On Wednesday, August 
31, 2022, Virginia M. 
Bulone, passed away peace-
fully in her home in 
Fullerton, CA, at the age of 
101. 

Virginia was born on 
October 14, 1920, in 
Cleveland, Ohio. She was the third 
oldest in a family with eight children, 
and the only girl. She helped her 
mother raise her seven brothers. Virgie 
was a seamstress for Richman 
Brothers in Cleveland before moving 
to Fullerton, California in 1955, find-
ing a job as a seamstress in Los 
Angeles. She never married but was 
devoted to caring for her mother after 
her father’s passing. Later in her life 
she worked part time as a school 
crossing guard for the Fullerton Police 
Department, a job she was very happy 
and proud to do. 

If you lived in or near Fullerton in 
the 1970s, ‘80s or ‘90s you would 
often see Virginia driving her “Electric 
Shopper,” a three wheeled electric 
vehicle. That was her mode of trans-
portation to work, to the store, to take 

her mother to the senior 
center. Virgie was a regular 
at the Fullerton Senior 
Center herself and worked 
to organize the library. She 
had a gifted memory and 
could do large jigsaw puz-
zles without looking at the 

picture (Looking at the picture was 
cheating). She had twenty-four 
nephews and nieces who each held a 
special place in her heart. 

Virginia was preceded in death by 
her father, Dominick, her mother, 
Margaret (née DiDomenico), her 
brothers, Angelo (Marge), Mike 
(Violet), Joe (Fran), Louie, Tony 
(Lylis), Dominic “Mimi,” three of her 
nephews, Donny, Thom, and Vince 
and two nieces, Roseanne and Teresa. 
For several years she had a beau 
named Roy, who also preceded her in 
death. She is survived by her brother 
Rego and two sisters-in-law, Angie 
Bird and Roma Singell, as well as 
nineteen nephews and nieces. 

We will be celebrating her life with a 
Memorial Service and Burial on the 
102nd anniversary of her birth.

Virginia M. Bulone (Virgie) 1920 – 2022

Volunteers WantedIra was born July 5th, 
1943, in Los Angeles, 
California. His family 
had recently left West 
Texas where his father 
was a hired hand; his 
mother’s family owned a 
farm. Ira, aka Sonny, 
wore railroad-style over-
alls his mother sewed and 
had an accent so thick you could cut it 
with a knife. He said, “I was born in 
California, but I was conceived in 
Texas. 

The second child and first boy in a 
family of six kids, Ira loved getting up 
early to make things. He built wings 
and a tower as high as the garage door 
and would have taken off flying if 
nobody had tattled. 

Vehemently opposed to the Vietnam 
War, he was drafted in 1967 but man-
aged to stay in-country, meeting Karen 
on his return to CSULB. First to grad-
uate college in his family, he also 
learned to fly a hang glider - on their 
camping trip he was thrilled to fly 
through Yosemite Valley. 

Ira’s moment of fame came in 1977, 
designing vehicles for the new block-
buster movie Star Wars before begin-
ning his first mechanical engineer job 
at Stansbury Co. Karen moved into his 
little apartment in West LA, and they 
enjoyed camping and hiking in the 
desert with friends, later with their 
children. They traveled California, the 
Southwest, and Baja, also visiting 

New York, Washington 
DC, and the great cities 
of Europe. 

Ira was a confirmed 
bachelor when he mar-
ried Karen in 1981; he 
always encouraged her 
and made her laugh. In 
his 40’s he stepped up to 
become a new dad and 

later on a joyful grandparent.  
He invented a plastic puzzle toy 

before he became obsessed with pho-
tography. Calling himself the 
“Unknown Photographer”, he often 
shot family photos for others on out-
ings. His beautiful panoramas of 
Coyote Hills were displayed on 
Fullerton’s Artwalk and helped to save 
it as a nature preserve. 

Ira followed issues in the world 
closely, along with theories on the ori-
gin of the universe. He hoped people 
would look toward the future and do 
what’s needed to stop global warming. 

His grandson, Nikko, thinks of his 
grandpa in heaven, but Karen believes 
he is flying among the stars of the cos-
mos, exploring the origin of the uni-
verse. And taking way too many pic-
tures. 

Ira leaves his beloved wife, Karen 
Lang-McNabb, and daughter Corinna 
McNabb (Ryan Murray), son Ryan 
McNabb (Dianna Navarro) and 
daughter Caroline Goldberg (Jake 
Goldberg), and grandchildren Nikko, 
Adrian, Evelyn, and Ryleigh.

Ira McNabb  1943 – 2022 

CAREER FAIR   
Participants will find information 
about local job opportunities, meet 
employers, and learn more about 
state resources available to you. 

Wednesday, October 19  
10 am - 2 pm 

Fullerton Community Center 
340 West Commonwealth Ave, 

Fullerton, CA 92832 
RSVP  (714) 525-6515.

 
We will accept bulky items such 

as mattresses, chairs, sofas, tables, 
desks, children's toys and excess 
green waste. 

We will not accept hazardous 
waste, e-waste or anything with a 
circuit board. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22 
9 A.M. – 12 NOON 

(Or until intake capacity is 
reached) 

Fullerton Park and Ride 
3000 West Orangethorpe Avenue  

(Lots 9 & 10) Fullerton, CA 
RSVP and for more information, 
call Sharon Quirk-Silva’s District 

Office at (714) 525-6515.

Dump Day

On September 24, 2022, Beatriz 
Tamayo Castaneda Gregg passed 
away peacefully in her home at age 
ninety-four. She is survived by her 
two sons, Aaron  and Michael; seven 
grandchildren; and six great-grand-
children. She always looked forward 
to and cherished family gatherings. 

Beatriz was a member of the Ebell 
Club of Fullerton. She enjoyed attend-
ing meetings and, most of all, the hol-

iday events. She was fond of traveling 
and often recounted her adventures in 
China, England, and Mexico. Beatriz 
was a proud business owner and 
emphasized the importance of hard 
work, determination, and education. 

Her presence, love, insight and 
laughter will be greatly missed. 
Funeral Mass 10am Tues, Oct 4 at St. 
Juliana Falconeri Catholic Church, 
Fullerton.

Beatriz Tamayo Gregg 1928 – 2022



In 2018, the center for healthy neighborhoods staff launched the Community 
Building Initiative (CBI) project, funded by the St. Joseph Community Partnership 
Fund. The goal was to create and empower community leaders who could identify 
and address resident concerns and challenges in South Fullerton to create a safe, 
thriving community. 

In the four years since this initiative was launched, the group has helped families 
during the COVID-19 pandemic via food assistance, helped sign up residents for 
rent relief programs, surveyed the Richman area to identify resident issues, worked 
with the Fullerton Police Department and Fullerton School District to promote 
school safety, increase census participation to a record high, and partnered with the 
Fullerton Observer to hold a community forum. 

These resident leaders were awarded with certificates of appreciation for the many 
hours of volunteer service that they do at a special awards ceremony on September 
16 at the Fullerton Community Center. 

The event started with Dr. Jessie Jones the executive director for the Center for 
Healthy Neighborhoods praising the hard work and dedication that these self-sacri-
ficing leaders go through. She ended it with an award to “an amazing leaders of 
leaders,” Egleth Nuncci. 

Nuncci then handed out certificates of appreciation to the 30 leaders in attendance 
(some were not able to make it), and then took a picture with the officials who 
attended including: OC Supervisor Doug, Council Member Ahmed Zahra & Jesus 
Silva, Mayor Fred Jung, and Assemblymember Sharon Quirk Silva.

Community Leaders Honored  REPORT AND PHOTO BY ADRIAN MEZA
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