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THE OBSERVER  
MAKES A GREAT GIFT!   

Give the gift that gives all year long. 
Subscribe at www.fullertonobserver.com, or 
send us a check for $39 (for 21 issues mailed 
directly to your home or someone elses)  to 
PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834  

 
And feel free to add a note telling us how 

we are doing and what we could do better. 
We love to hear from readers.  

Thanks!  The Fullerton Observer Crew
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Green waste disposal law will increase rates 
Due to changes in state recycling regu-

lations, monthly trash rates will be 
increasing by $2.83 per resident or more 
depending on negotiations between the 
city of Fullerton and Republic Waste 
Services. Laith Ezzet with HF&H con-
sultants gave a short presentation on SB 
1383 and the preliminary negotiated rates 
that have been developed with Republic  
at the November 15, 2022 City Council 
meeting.  

“By way of background, SB 1383 was 
California’s short-lived climate pollutant 
reduction law. Its purpose is to get 
methane out of the atmosphere, and  it 
established targets to reduce organic 
waste by 75% by 2025. The law itself 
was adopted in 2016, and then it took a 
few years to develop the rules and the 
services as the requirements were phased 
in starting January 1, 2022,” said Ezzet.   

The city of Fullerton applied for a 
notice of intent to comply, giving 
Fullerton a grace period of January 1 of 
2024 for compliance.  

“We started by looking at what we call 
a gap analysis,” said Ezzet, “looking at 
all the elements, to determine whether it's 
in the city code or programs that would 
need to be implemented to comply with 
SB 1383. We finished that in December 
of 2020. Then we began negotiations in 
the spring of 2021 with Republic Waste 
Services, and those took nearly a year. 
We completed the rate negotiations in 
March of 2022, and the city attorneys are 
developing an amendment to implement 
those, and that is in process.” 

“Some of the key changes that cus-
tomers will see when the programs are 
finally implemented is a Residential 
Food Waste Program,” said Ezzet. 
“Everybody in the state has to have a res-
idential food waste program. The way 
they'll do it is you'll mix your green waste 
and your food waste together in the same 
container. Republic will process it at spe-
cial composting facility. Commercial 
food waste has already been contracted 
for, though not every customer has sub-

scribed to it yet. You do have the program 
in your franchise agreement.”  

“There's also edible food recovery ele-
ments that are part of it the recycling out-
reach and contamination monitoring. 
There were some other programs that we 
were asked to look at. These are not 
required by SB 1383, but are things that 
the staff thought the Council might be 
interested for expanding or enhancing 
services in the city,” Ezzet said, “One 
was to add an additional week to the hol-
iday tree program. Currently people have 
two weeks to dispose of trees. This would 
add a third week to be able to collect the 
trees. The second was to have a shred 
event, twice a year, where you can bring 
in your tax papers or other documents 
and bankers boxes and they would be 
shredded on site. Those are usually very 
popular programs. They don't cost a lot of 
money. There would be a provision for 
every two years to do an audit of the con-
See New waste disposal rates on page 5

Fox Harbor LLC proposed to redevel-
op approximately 1.47 acres of the City-
owned triangle parcel located at the cor-
ner of Harbor Blvd and Ellis Place at the 
November 15 City Council meeting. As 
an asset covered by the Long Range 
Property management plan, the timing 
of the disposition of the property is gov-
erned by the Surplus Land Act and must 
be completed no later than December 
31, 2022 per California State Law.  

The triangle parcel, located directly 
north of Angelo’s and Vinci's Ristorante, 
is currently used as a parking lot for the 
area known as the central business dis-
trict or  Restaurant Overlay District.  

The proposed structure will consist of 
a new single-story structure arranged in 
a “V” shape, with a mezzanine level 
spanning Ellis Place and providing a 
stage and outdoor dining. The new 
building proposes to contain about 6,830 
square feet of floor space with a height 
of 32 feet. The building would accom-
modate new restaurants, a full produc-
tion brewery that will produce approxi-
mately 3,000 barrels of beer per year, 
and a tasting bar counter.  

The Planning Commission approved 
see Fox Block Approved on page 8

Fox Block 
Development 
Approved

Welcome local elected and re-elected   
(0 ballots left to count in Orange county. State will certify election on December 16)

Ahmad Zahra *incumbent 
DISTRICT 5 

CITY  COUnCIL 
2,604 (47.33%)  

Dr. Shana Charles 
DISTRICT 3 

CITY  COUnCIL 
2,186 (43.83%)  

Ruthi Hanchett  
FULLERTOn SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 
3,326 (51.07%)  

Lauren Klatzker  
*incumbent 

HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
7,805 (59.10%)  

City sells public land for parking lot
Fullerton City Council is racing to sell 

public land, an existing City-owned 
parking lot at Pomona Ave and 
Chapman Ave. This lot is the site of a 
proposed new parking structure to serve 
the required parking for the new Fox 
Block development. The plan is to cut 
all traffic from Ellis Place and route traf-
fic form Harbor Blvd onto Pomona Ave. 

“This is a project was earmarked back 
in 1991 by the redevelopment agencies. 
The City Council has $6 million that's 
been allocated for funding of a public 

parking structure and related improve-
ments. The applicant [Fronteir Realty]  
approached the city to acquire the prop-
erty to construct, operate, and maintain 
the parking structure,” said the Interim 
Community and Economic 
Development director, Sunayana 
Thomas at the November 15 City 
Council meeting.   

The City would contribute $6 million 
that was approved by the Department of 
Finance. “The restriction that it had to 
be used as a parking facility would real-

ly offset some of the needs for the Fox 
Theater as well,” said Thomas, “The 
consent item is about the purchase and 
sale agreement for approval and of 
course City Manager authorization to 
just finish off the agreement as neces-
sary.” 

Jane Rands said, “We have a desperate 
need for housing and the best way to 
have affordable housing is to use public 
land. As well, we have approval to use 
$6 million of hard to find money in this 

see City sells public land on page 5

Listen to the 
Student Run 

Podcast  
Observing 
Fullerton
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• T-Ball & Rookie Division: $200 (Ages 3 -7)  • Single A - Junior Division $250 (Ages 5-16) Registration covers Jersey-Hats-Belts-Socks 
Evaluations begin on Saturday 1/14/2023 at our Major’s Field #8 Located at 1015 W. Hill Avenue at 9am. Please see website WFLL.ORG 

West Fullerton Little League (WFLL) opened its Registration for the 2023 Spring Season

West Fullerton Little League is asking local businesses in the city of Fullerton to 
Adopt-A-Player. Donations and sponsorship can be made at WFLL.Org under 
SPONSORSHIPS 
All donations of practice baseballs, slightly used baseball bags, cleats, helmets, and 
bats are also welcomed. Help West Fullerton Little League have a great season. 

Volunteers, we need you! Without a Team Manager, Asst. Coach, Team Parent, and 
Scorekeepers there will be no team created for kids to play. 
Not sure how to coach? West Fullerton Little League offers a free Coaches Clinic 
for Managers, Asst. Coach and Scorekeepers. Please Contact Our Coaching 
Coordinator: JohnGarza@wfll.org

Thanksgiving for Veterans 
REPORT AND PHOTOS BY JERE GREENE

 For the last seven ears, Patriots and 
Paws has offered veterans free food 
items for the Thanksgiving holiday. 
As the founder and Board Chairman, 
Penny Lambright provides free 
household goods to members of the 
military, their families, and veterans. 

Lambright sent out over 5,000 
emails to those who have previously 
received items from the facility on 
Via Burton in Anaheim. In the email, 
she said that the first 200 that 
responded would receive two boxes 
of food to help with the 
Thanksgiving holiday. One box con-
tained a box of stuffing mix, yams, 
cans of green beans, cranberry and 
chicken broth that were handed out 
by volunteers from the Optma Tax 
group of Placentia/Linda. The sec-
ond box was a donated assortment of 
organic vegetables from the Ecology 
Center of San Juan Capistrano con-
sisting of carrots, sweet potatoes, 

apples, and celery that was handed 
out by volunteers from the Yorba 
Linda chapter of the National 
Charity League (NCL). All this was 
followed with a $30 gift card to help 
purchase whatever main item on the 
Thanksgiving meal might be desired. 

“Eight years ago Patriots and Paws 
helped me furnish my apartment. I 
still have most of the furniture. They 
have always been good to me and I 
really appreciate everything they 
do,” said Felix Garcia, Army veteran 
from Fullerton. 

The Patriots and Paws warehouse 
at 1825 E Via Burton in Anaheim, 
CA 92806 is filled with racks stacked 
floor to ceiling and offers free items 
and accepts donations on Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday between 
10am and 2:30pm. Their website at 
www.PatriotsAndPaws.org shows 
just how much this organization does 
to support our veterans.

LETTERS TO 
SAnTA 

By special arrangement with the North 
Pole, the City of Fullerton Parks & 
Recreation Department has established 
a direct mail route to Santa! 

From November 29 – December 15th, 
special North Pole Express Mailboxes 
will be found at the Fullerton 
Community Center, the Fullerton Public 
Library, Fire Station #2, and CSUF 
Center for Healthy Neighborhoods.  

Letters deposited in these boxes will 
be guaranteed a response from Santa 
himself. To make communication even 
easier for Santa’s correspondents, Parks 
& Recreation has prepared a special Santa letter template, which can be found at 
each mailbox.  

To participate: 
• Pick up a Santa letter template   

• Write a letter to Santa 
• Drop off the letter with an unsealed, 
self-addressed, and stamped envelope 

• Santa will take care of the rest 
The mailboxes will only be  

in place until December 15th  
at these locations: 

• Fullerton Community Center  
  (340 W. Commonwealth Ave.) 

• Fullerton Public Library  
  Children’s Department  
  (353 W. Commonwealth Ave.) 
• Fire Station #2  
  (1732 West Valencia Drive) 
• CSUF Center for Healthy  
  Neighborhoods  (320 W. Elm Ave.) 

For more information  
about the program  
call Santa’s Helpers  

at the Parks & Recreation 
Department at (714) 738-6575.

Holiday Boutique Returns to Golden Hill 

Local artisans and crafters will be fea-
tured at Golden Hill Elementary 
School’s Holiday Boutique, returning 
Saturday, December 10, from 9am-
12pm. 

Presented by the PTA, the Holiday 
Boutique allows the Fullerton communi-
ty at large to shop over a dozen local 
vendors for their holiday gifts. Vendors 
include home decor, personalized items, 
jewelry, clothing, accessories, spice 
blends, baked goods, and more. 

Santa’s Workshop, an economically-
priced gift shop geared towards kids 
shopping for their loved ones, will also 
be happening concurrently with the 
Boutique. Happy Time Tacos will be on 
hand, offering a variety of tacos, burri-
tos, quesadillas, and drinks for purchase 
for breakfast and lunch 

The Holiday Boutique is sponsored by 
Evergreen Solar + Home Battery and 

Ray’s Auto. Golden Hill is located at 
732 Barris Drive, and the event will be 
held in the Multipurpose Room, next to 
the parking lot.  

For more information please email 
GHGatorsPTA@gmail.com 
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The Fullerton Observer community 
newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie 
Kennedy, Roy and Irene Kobayashi, and 
other friends in 1978, is staffed by local 
volunteers who create, publish, and dis-
tribute the paper throughout our commu-
nity.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one. 
Revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. We seek 
to promote a sense of community and an 
appreciation for the values of diversity 
with which our country is so uniquely 
blessed.  ____________________________  

Distributed the closest Monday to the 
1st and the 15th of every month except  
only once in January, July & August.     

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
 Subscriptions are $39 per year. 
Sign up and pay with autopay at 

www.fullertonobserver.com 
or by check with name & address to:  

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton, CA 92834-7051 ________________________________  

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Email: ads@fullertonobserver.com,  

or call: (714) 525-6402 ________________________________  
• STAFF• 

• EDITOR & LAYOUT: Saskia Kennedy 
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  Saskia Kennedy 
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December 12.

Assistance League Thrift Store:  

The hidden gem BY JO ANN BRANNOCK 

I met Donna Barnard on Saturday, 
November 12th to tour the thrift store.  
She was wearing a sweater and pants, an 
Assistance League Thrift Store outfit 
she bought.  Donna introduced me to the 
President of Assistance League, Gayle 
Chiotte, who gave me a tour of the facil-
ities.   

The Assistance League of Fullerton 
(ALF) opened the thrift shop at 233 W. 
Amerige, Fullerton, in 1959, and it has 
been going strong since. It is staffed by 
ALF members and the Assisteens who 
only work on Saturday. I spoke with two 
Assisteens who had started volunteering 
there two years ago when they were 11 
years-of-age. One said that it felt good 
seeing the benefits of bargains for cus-
tomers.   

The money from the thrift store bene-
fits the community needs of not just 
Fullerton, but La Habra, Placentia, Brea, 
Yorba Linda, and Buena Park.  For 
Thanksgiving there were baskets con-
taining donated turkeys and all the trim-
mings provided by the Assisteens.  
Some of the assistance provided are 
monies for a shopping spree at Target 
for the purchase of school clothing and 
supplies, and for scholarships to high 
school students at LaVista. Monies are 

given in the form of scholarships to 
Fullerton Joint Union High School 
District students and California State 
University Fullerton.  The students and 
their families in need are referred by the 
schools. 

It was eleven o’clock on 
Saturday when I arrived, 
and the store was crowded 
with customers sorting 
through upgraded thrift 
clothing, purses, jewelry, 
books, housewares, art, 
purses, ornaments, games, 
dishes, glassware, and 
accessories. All items were 
neatly displayed, and I was 
drawn to an enclosed room 
which was added on last 
year that held many 
Christmas items. I could 
have spent hours looking around at all 
the items, and I couldn’t wait to shop!  

A back room contains donated items 
which were being sorted, hung on hang-
ers, and priced. Donations come from 
estate and garage sales, and what one 
member said, our grateful and faithful 
returning donors. Most donors and 
shoppers know of Assistance League 
Thrift Store by word of mouth. Perhaps 

OC Supervisor, Doug Chaffee and Fullerton resident Verne 
Wagner      PHOTO BY www.DonnaEdmanPhotography.com

Fullerton celebrates kindness  
BY JAIMIE CHUN 

The fourth annual Kindness Awards ceremony recognized 
seven awardees for their notable service on World Kindness 
Day at Fullerton College. Hosted by Orange County’s 
District 4 supervisor, Doug Chaffee, the Nov. 13 ceremony 
honored one individual from each of seven cities within the 
Fourth District (Anaheim, Buena Park, Fullerton, La Habra, 
Placentia, Stanton, and Brea). 

During the event, Anaheim council member and emcee 
Jose Moreno spoke on each awardee’s significant contribu-
tions through kindness. 

One of the recipients who represented the awards theme 
“be kind whenever possible” was Verne Wagner from 
Fullerton. 

Wagner, also known as Campus Mom, was recognized for 
her more than 32 years of volunteering at California State 
University, Fullerton, as part of the prestigious President’s 
Scholar Program for high school students. 

“That President Scholars Program is so critical to the 
dreams of our students,” Moreno said, “She shares herself 
with others and truly cares for those around her.” 

Verne’s work also included volunteering at the National 
Charity League, a nonprofit organization of mothers and 
daughters, giving people in need a place to stay, dog sitting 
and more. 

“It feels so good to help somebody and to help them get 
along on their way,” Verne said. “When they tell me how 
much I touch them, I just think I get so much more from it.” 

See longer story online at: 
fullertonobserver.com/2022/11/28/kindness-awards-2022/

Anthony Apodaca and Lauren Ybama     PHOTO BY JO ANN BRANNOCK

with this article they will know more 
because of the Fullerton Observer. The 
secret is out! 

I met a customer who came to the thrift 
store when she was a child with her 
mother and now her daughter comes 
here making it three generations of 
shoppers!  One man was trying on a blue 
overcoat that looked brand new!  
Unhoused or what we used to call home-
less people are given a free outfit.   

Young people have also been drawn to 
shop thrift stores and buy items at a low 
price, e.g., $5 and resell it on the Internet 
websites such as Facebook Market and 
the app, Offer Up for $60.  It is called 
“up-thrifting.” 

I talked with regular customers, 
Anthony Apodaca and Lauren Ybama 
who were carrying an antique wooden 
bread box to purchase.  They frequently 
shop here for furniture and other house-
hold items. As with other customers, 
they were excited about their bargain 
finds. 

Next door at 223 W Amerige is the 
Operation School Bell (OSB) building 
containing uniforms, backpacks, and 
underwear for traditional kindergarten 
and elementary students. Hygiene items 
for high school students such as deodor-
ant and tissue were requested by the 
schools for students. This program is 

operated by the Chairman of 
OSB, Ellie Westenhaver. On 
two of the walls are murals 
painted by Tony and Judi 
Trasport, longtime Fullerton 
artists.  Meals on Wheels 
shares the building.      

Other ways the Assistance 
League of Fullerton raises 
funds is through the current 
benefit, “Sock it to Um” and 
the “Taste of the Town,” 
which will be held in Hanger 
21 the first Saturday in June 
2023.  

So put Assistance League 
Thrift Store at 233 W Amerige on your 
calendars for Tuesday, Thursday or/and 
Saturday from 10 am to 3pm for a “real 
treat.” 

By the way, I bought a few items, and 
after my daughter and a friend read this 
article, they were excited to go to the 
Fullerton Assistance League Thrift 
Store!  And remember that what you 
spend benefits people in need. 

 
 

I could have  
spent hours  

looking around  
at all the items  

and I  
couldn’t wait  

to shop!
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november 15 Meeting: The Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 5:30pm.  

PUBLIC COMMEnTS 

EGLITH nUnCI: Invite everyone to attend the third annual Thanksgiving feast 
at South of the Border restaurant in Fullerton joining forces with  the Center for 
Healthy Neighborhoods to provide food for 3,000 families in the Fullerton commu-
nity. “This is so needed for so many families, and we are grateful to them. Tell 
everybody to come this Monday, Nov. 21 at 136 W. Commonwealth.” 

Above: Fullerton residents Todd Harrison, Marylin Harris, Mr Arek, Eglith Nunci, and Curtis Gamble spoke during public comments at city council meeting.

JAnE REIFER: “I'm curious to 
know whether public comments which 
are made in closed session are recorded 
anywhere for the public to then see 
again. I appreciate the concern that the 
Council had, and I would like to see if 
we can fix some of the anomalies that 
come up for public meeting attendance 
and access to public information and so 
forth. Just sometimes it seems like the 
public could be better accommodated 

for that, so I would love to continue with 
that. I appreciate your initial accommo-
dation.  

Also tonight I would like to pull three 
consent calendar items. Item 8 regarding 
the Fox Theater/ Fox Block; item 9, also 
Fox Block; and item 10 regarding the 
transportation center. And, of course, I'll 
keep my comments short during those 
items, but if they could come up for pub-
lic discussion.”

MR AREK: “In 2018, during the 
midterm campaign, like the one which 
you've done just last week, I was 
engaged by the campaign team of the 
current congresswoman, Young Kim. I 
was down here around Union Street. I 
was doing the work of canvassing, 
which is legal. I was knocking on doors. 
I was thinking I was employed. I did 
have a political affiliation. Then, when I 
was doing this, two women came out 
and called Fullerton police on me. And 
the police came and asked me some 
questions. I told them, “I am engaged in 
the campaign.” I showed them the cam-
paign posters. They told me to walk out. 
The reason why they were doing this is 
because I'm a black face in this neigh-
borhood. They don't expect a black per-
son to be here.  

America has made major triumphs to 
fight racism, to fight racial discrimina-
tion. I say this with a lot of heaviness in 
my heart. About three weeks ago, I went 
to see my doctor at Saint Jude’s hospital. 
There, at the park, lying at the park 
there, the Fullerton police came because 
somebody called them that a black per-
son was lying there. I don't disturb. I 
don't bother anyone. They called the 
police. The police asked me when I 
came.  

I would look to the police chief. I've 
been living here for many years. When I 
came, I was introduced to a lady, 
whether she's a police called Christian 
or Christen Wells. Christy Wells said the 
police was in order to be called because 
I was loitering in the park. What kind of 
disrespect and rude police!  

I'm told you are congratulated that you 

are re-elected [Councilmember Ahmad 
Zahra]. Please come up with a policy. 
City Council, this police on City 
Council is very much anti-black. I've 
been living here for more than ten years. 
Even in this council, there is no black 
person employed. The library, every-
where, and the department have been 
harassed by the watchman. I'm a 
researcher and I have something in the 
brain. People are being harassed, the 
black people. The police called kids to 
get candy. There was no black kid, and 
there was a line over one mile. That 
means they are anti-black. My prayer to 
the current City Council who are taking 
over, come up with far-reaching policy 
measures. It is high time we need to 
have an independent oversight police 
commission to oversee the Fullerton 
police. They are overstepping their man-
date. And also the money which is being 
pumped to them by millions of dollars 
needs to be reviewed.” 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra asked 
Police Chief Bob Dunn if he could look 
into public speaker Derek's incidents, 
“so we can clarify some of these 
reports.”  

Dunn said, “Yes, Sir, I've already 
looked into many of his complaints and 
was alerted today that the police were 
called to the park by staff from the 
Center for Healthy Neighborhoods. So, I 
could provide some bit of an update if 
that's what you prefer, but I do have 
information on this.”   

Zahra replied, “I would appreciate an 
email update.”  

Dunn said he would send the email. 

JAnE RAnDS: “I also wanted to pull those three items, 8-9 and 10 from the con-
sent calendar, and then, additionally, I want to know if I could get some help with 
the link to the supplemental material for tonight's meeting. That link on that PDF 
goes to a site that requires a password. Please correct that.” 

MARYLIn HARRIS: “We're here 
for our annual presentation of certifi-
cates to the city, those that helped in 
Veteran's Day activities. Over 100 agen-
cies and people are involved with just 
that one brief shining hour and a half or 
so that the program exists. But there's a 
lot of effort that goes into it before and 
afterwards, so I do want to highlight a 
couple folks: Lieutenant Tony Bogart, 
Jerome Joaquin, John Clements, the 
Fullerton Police and traffic dept, fire 
department, city manager’s office, pub-
lic works, and Olga up at risk assess-
ment.  

I have both programs and certificates 
for you. And I'd also like to note John 
Clements is not here, but I do want to 
present to him in a formal environment 
for not only his Veteran's Day activity, 
but a certificate of appreciation from the 
American Legion Post 42 for his 
decades of dedicated work with Parks 
and Recreation. We couldn't have done 
it without him. He's a mainstay for the 
city, and he will be hard to replace, so I'd 
like to make sure that we highlight his 
service to the city and thank him for all 
of his work over the years.”

TODD HARRISOn: “I am one of the 
endangered residents of the Rancho La 
Paz mobile home park.  

Congratulations, Councilmember 
Zahra, on your re-election. As the often 
lone voice supporting seniors and others 
at an income disadvantage, we are grate-
ful you will continue. As for the rest of 
the City Council, please understand why 
so many of us voted to keep Councilman 
Zahra. He's the one that supports 
Fullerton’s growing population of peo-
ple that are increasingly getting the short 
end of the economic stick.  

A well-reported trend is in rising hous-
ing costs and decreasing spending 
power, and the trap of fixed incomes, in 
these times. All the business interest 
money you raise will not help you in the 
polls as more and more of the voters in 
your district sink lower and lower on the 
scale. There are many reports on the 
troubles with the classic American suc-
cess story. Month after month, the mid-
dle class shrinks, with many suffering 
from housing costs that now require the 

income of multiple workers to meet 
their rent or mortgage. The warning is 
clear: tend to the needs of your voters, 
the population of Fullertonians, and help 
them cope with being able to afford to 
live here. Fail to do so, and when your 
districts come up to the polls, you will 
regret your inaction.  

With my remaining minute I will point 
to my dear wife, Yolanda. She found out 
the hard way that the curb cut at the 
southeast corner of Lemon and Amerige 
has a step not visible while approaching 
it. Although she ended up down on the 
pavement under her scooter, she was 
bruised but not broken. I'm very grateful 
her head did not hit the pavement. How 
much money and pain will Fullerton 
save if the sidewalks were maintained? 
Even a splash of warning paint on that 
curb would have kept her from driving 
off the drop.” 
City Manager Eric Levitt said that he 
will follow up on the Lemon and 
Amerige curb cut to see if there are any 
issues with that sidewalk.

CURTIS GAMBLE: “Activist for 
the homeless and the veterans. Today I 
would like to share with you my 
thoughts on the homeless situation in 
Fullerton. I will begin with Gavin 
Newsom. I'm just going to share infor-
mation with you. Gavin Newsom put $1 
billion of funding for the homeless on 
hold because he felt that something was-
n't going right. People are still living on 
the streets. Michael Shaun Wright, he 
founded Wound Walk OC, which is an 
organization that runs on community 
support to help people living in the 
streets who are dealing with illness or 
wounds and trauma.  

On March 10, 2022, one more request-
ed $28,300 for the Fullerton street med-
ical program. They were given about 
half that amount, $15,000 of funding. 
We should add the OCTA bus drivers; 
we should let them be involved with the 
referral process for the homeless. They 

deal with the homeless every day on the 
day-to-day basis. The Fullerton naviga-
tion center:  again they received, on 
behalf of the homeless, $80 per day (for 
a total of $584,000) that came from the 
American Rescue Act funding. The nav-
igation center also received $4 million 
as of Feb. 23, 2022. On July 6, 2022, $5 
million in funding went to the Hunt 
Library, and we should use that as a cold 
weather shelter. On June 7, 2022, the 
low income or homeless basically 
received $1,758,000, and that was from 
the SB-2 funding for rapid rehousing. 
The HOPE center in Fullerton has more 
than $36 million in funding. We should 
partner with the Goodman Center. The 
Goodman Center has four large build-
ings. These buildings are in the  industri-
al zone. The building is, one of them is, 
8,000 square feet. It would rent for prob-
ably about $360,000 a month, which is 
4.3 million a year.”

MICHAEL SHEPHERD: “I've been a resident of Fullerton for 18 years, and I've 
been involved in housing and housing advocacy since 2009. I want to talk to you 
about this week being recognized as Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week, 
and the theme that was chosen by the 27 organizing members is, “Housing as a 
human right.” These past two weeks, there's been a lot of fanfare about the HOPE 
center being built and opened to serve Fullerton and north county, but I want to 
encourage the committee and remind the Council that, without housing, homeless-
ness is going to continue to be a reality for many of our citizens. As you're making 
decisions for our community, I want to voice the support that you have in Fullerton 
and in North County for housing solutions, permanent, supportive housing for those 
who are chronically homeless, support for more dense zoning for housing that can 
create affordable housing for all, and that as you are making these decisions that you 
will seek out the resources from housing advocates like People for Housing Orange 
County, United to End Homelessness, of the Orange County United Way and 
Pathways of Hope, who all have a connection to our city.”

Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com  
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or council@cityoffullerton.com  



UPCOMInG CITY MEETInGS In COUnCIL CHAMBERS  
303 W. COMMOnWEALTH, FULLERTOn 

• December 5 at 4pm:  
  Transportation & Circulation 
• December 6 at 4:30pm:  
  City Council 
• December 7 at 6:30pm:  
  Planning Commission 
• December 12 at 5:30pm:  
  Cultural Arts Subcommittee 

• December 12 at 6:30pm:  
  Parks and Recreation 
• December 14 at 5pm:  
  Active Transportation 
• December 15 at 6pm:  
  Library Board 
• December 19 at 5pm:  
 Infrastructure & Resources

tractor to ensure they're doing the things 
they are supposed to be doing.” 

“There's a proposal for Republic 
Services to take over the billing on the 
residential side which is currently done 
by the city. Lastly. after the initial nego-
tiations were done, the city added anoth-
er request to try to get downtown areas 
cleaned up. That request for proposal 
was submitted to Republic on July 20, 
and we've not received a proposal from 
them at this time,” Ezzet continued. 

“Before I go over the rate impacts, I 
want to share with you an e-mail the city 
got last night from Republic Services. It 
said, “I [representative for Republic 
Services] wanted to write regarding the 
proposed rates from March related to SB 
1383 after discussing with our finance 
team. Those March rates are unapproved 
at this time and will need to be revisited 
with additional negotiation if necessary 
given the time that has passed.”  

“I don't have more information from 
them other than what they sent, so there 
may be some further negotiations,” 
Ezzet said. 

“The city’s current base rate is $24.74 
[including residential billing fees of 
$0.74]. Green waste disposal will add an 
additional increase of $2.83, bringing 
the total to $27.57. This is for the 
mandatory programs. The SB 1383 pro-
grams add another $0.81 for the optional 
services. If Republic takes over the 
billing, the estimate is $0.76 per home 
per month. There may be some savings 
for the City. Staff will be looking at 
that,” said Ezzet, “Terms of the sched-
uled city's goal is to provide the draft 
amendment being prepared by Rutan 
and Tucker next month to finish those 
negotiations after the start of the year 
and bring back to council for your con-
sideration in the spring. Starting the new 
services in July, so that they can be fully 
rolled out in full compliance by January 
1 of 2024.” 

Mayor Fred Jung asked, “This is a 
pretty aggressive timeline are we that far 
along in the negotiations where you can 
see this happening in a meaningful 
way?” 

“The rates were done last March, so 
short of any surprises from Republic, it 
could absolutely be done,” said Ezzet.  

 Mayor Protem Bruce Whitaker asked, 
“Part of having Republic do the billing 
directly to customers would allow for 
more customization. I mean, once 
Republic's doing the billing, they have 
the option to offer different size contain-
ers. Otherwise, all customers pay the 
same whether they use services by vol-
ume or anything, right?” 

“We're really talking about rate struc-
tures, and the city can set those up the 
way they would like to. You have to 
negotiate them, obviously, regardless of 
whether you do the billing or Republic 
does one rate structure.” 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra asked, 
“How will this be implemented for 
apartment buildings?” 

“If it's an apartment building that has 
individual cart service, which some do, 
that would be treated like a single-fami-
ly customer, but if they have bin service, 
they'll be treated like a commercial cus-
tomer, so they would have a shared con-
tainer for their organics,” said Ezzet. 

Ezzet asked, “Do you want us to con-
tinue on the billing as far as looking at 
moving that to Republic?”  

Jung said, “Let's do a minor dive into 
that. How does that benefit the city and 
the residents and the ratepayers when 
we don't do the billing and Republic 
does it?” 

Councilmember Jesus Silva asked, 
“Given that e-mail from Republic, are 
we going to have to now go back and 
renegotiate or restart the conversa-
tions?”  

Ezzet said, “We had negotiated a deal 
with the local division, and corporate 
approved it. That was a number of 
months ago. Now it may need to be 
resubmitted to corporate for their 
approval again and perhaps that's the 
issue. It may come back fine, but it may 
not, and I know the e-mail that the city 
got wasn't from a financial person or 
from a controller. It was from the munic-
ipal liaison, so we'll just have to see. 
City of Brea got the same e-mail. They 
were also going to the City Council 
tonight just as Fullerton is, so Republic 
wanted to put that on the record a few 
hours before the City Council meetings 
were held. Some of the cities are already 
done, City of Yorba Linda went to 
Council and approved. Their program 
was in place by July. City of Garden 
Grove completed their program, and it 
started July.” 

Silva asked, “And then just one last 
thing. Your slides indicated that if 
Republic takes over billing, it's going to 
cost the residents an additional $0.76. Is 
that correct?” 

Ezzet said, “That is what Republic 
would be compensated for doing it. 
We'll need to see if there are savings for 
the city not having to do it.” 

 Silva asked, “But I mean that $0.76 
would come from each individual resi-
dent right?” 

Ezzet said, “That's correct.”   
The study session was adjourned. 
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new waste disposal rates continued from front page

 An update on Illumination Foundation 
reported that they had 16 referrals. City 
manager Erik Levitt said, “I'm not sure 
if all of them have accepted, but we've 
had 16 referrals to the Illumination 
Foundation since starting the program 

on Nov. 1, and we have received multi-
ple complaints on homeless issues, 
including encampments across the city. 
We've been actively working on those 
and will continue to actively work on 
those encampments.” 

ILLUMInATIOn FOUnDATIOn REFERRALS UPDATE

Jon Fugitt, Deputy Chief and Fire 
Marshal for Fullerton Fire Department, 
gave a presentation on the California 
building and fire code adoption for 
2022. 

California fire code Title 24 is com-
posed of twelve parts and covers the 
regulations for all occupancies through-
out the state of California. The health 
and safety codes give us the authority to 
adopt and also amend Title 24 through 
local ordinances. Amendments are made 
to address geological, topographical, 
and climatic conditions within 
Fullerton. They are required to be more 
stringent than the code, not less strin-
gent. 

These amendments are adopted every 
three years. From 2019 to 2022, signifi-
cant changes with the energy storage 
system (ESS) were added to the code, 
increasing the number of electrical vehi-
cle charging stations and the mandatory 
requirement for designated parking for 
clean air vehicles. 

The amended codes will be: the 
California building code, California res-
idential code, and the California fire 
code. All these amendments are very 
similar to what has been adopted in the 
past for all departments.  

The administrative-only changes are 
for electrical, plumbing, mechanical, 
existing building code, and also green 
building standards. The administrative 
amendments refer to the fee schedule 
that was adopted by the City Council 
and also establish a uniform appeals 

process within the code.  
Technical amendments, some of 

which were already established code 
adoption, include the sprinkler require-
ments for major and substantial remod-
els to single family dwellings, safety 
feature requirements for swimming 
pools for single family residences, and 
also specific requirements for grading 
permits.  

The code originated from the 
International Code Council (ICC) and 
then through local chapters in Orange 
County. They hold regular meetings, 
discuss the code, and send recommenda-
tions on to the State. The State then goes 
through an18-month process to adopt 
the code before it is presented to the 
municipalities. The Orange County fire 
marshal group also discusses code adop-
tion. 

The current recommendation is to 
introduce only one ordinance amending 
titles 13 and 14 of the Fullerton munici-
pal code and to waive further readings 
of the ordinance to adopt the 2022 edi-
tion of the California codes for building, 
residential, electrical, plumbing, 
mechanical, energy, historical building, 
existing building, green building, and 
fire. 

The fire department also recommend-
ed adopting one resolution of findings 
for all local amendments for the 
California building, residential, and fire 
code. There were no public comments 
on this item. Ordinance 3316 was 
passed unanimously.

nEW CALIFORnIA BUILDInG AnD FIRE CODES FOR 2022

CITY COUnCIL MEETInG nEW TIME 4:30PM 
DECEMBER 6: On THE AGEnDA 

 
1. OC Water District et al. v. 3M Company, et al. 
2. Fullerton Firefighters’ Association, Fullerton Fire Management 
Association. Under Discussion: Parameters of authority for negotiating 
salaries, benefits and working conditions 
3. Right of Way Adjacent to 1747 Commonwealth Avenue, Fullerton, CA 
Under Negotiations: Price and Terms 
4. Sale of Property: 212 East Santa Fe Avenue, Fullerton, CA. Under 
Negotiations: Price and Terms

A public hearing set for December 6th for the actual intention to vacate Ellis Place 
in connection to the Fox Block development and needed for the purpose that they 
intend to use that site as out door dining. Passed unanimously.

RESOLUTIOn OF InTEnTIOn TO ABAnDOn A PORTIOn OF ELLIS PLACE

city for a parking structure. We have 
parking downtown. I suggest that if we 
are going to create parking maybe it 
should be to support more housing. We 
are ignoring the affordable housing 
issue. We have a choice right now. I am 
humbly asking you to not sell this prop-
erty to this developer or work with them 
to develop an option for housing.” 

 Jane Reifer said, “I'd like to reiterate 
my comments about the history of the 
trenching and so forth, but I'd also like 
to mention the buildings must be pro-
tected and there's no mitigation because 
there wasn't a proper EIR and historic 
analysis on this. So please do that to pro-
tect our historic buildings. 

Also, I remember when the ENA was 
first being given there was going to be 
housing on top of the parking structure. 
There's no reason why that couldn’t still 
be done for the public benefit. If they're 
buying land from us and we're contribut-
ing $6 million I would like to know what 

is the developer contributing above and 
beyond that is benefiting us? In other 
words, why are we giving this exclusive 
negotiating agreement to them? What 
are we getting back for it, what public 
benefit are we getting for it? 

 Again I would like to see a good 
pedestrian network throughout this. 
Around the parking structure and the 
conflict areas of the driveway should be 
attended to. We have lots of sidewalks 
that have direct conflicts with busy 
driveways. I would like that to stop. I 
really would like to know what more the 
city is getting or could get rather than 
just selling the land and having the park-
ing structure built with our $6 million.”  

The public will have another chance to 
speak on this topic at a special meeting 
held on December 6 at 4:30pm. To learn 
more about the Surplus Land Act go to:  

www.hcd.ca.gov/community- 
development/docs/sla_guidelines 

_final.pdf

City sells public land continued from front page



Last time: First to give us the cor-
rect answer was Dave Lynch who 
knew the flags are flying over the 
Korean War Memorial at Hillcrest 
Park. 

Photo Quiz   
Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

This time: Where is this building?
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For decades, Winterfest was held in 
over a dozen locations all over our 
downtown, and the big draw was always 
the massive pile of snow we brought in 
for everyone to play in. Lack of funding 
became an issue. The snow alone cost 
many thousands of dollars, and all 
events were provided free of charge.  

Fortunately, we do have a great event 
still taking place in our Downtown 
Plaza, and many have been attending the 
Winter Market and Tree Lighting cere-

mony ever since it began. This year, it 
all takes place on Saturday, December 3, 
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., and yes, admis-
sion is FREE. Pictures with Santa, kids' 
arts and crafts, performances, food and 
craft vendors, plus the Beer Garden and 
more, are there to help ring in the sea-
son. BTW, speaking of popular commu-
nity events, it looks like Day of Music 
will continue next year, and of course 
we will keep you posted right here. 

Sandy Koufax

Baseball and artwork
The recent talk by author Chris Epting 

was well received at the Museum 
Center, as he regaled those in attendance 
with tales about the baseball history of 
Orange County and, in particular, 
Fullerton.  

Next up in Fullerton will be nationally 
recognized sports artist Christopher 
Paluso. Paluso was commissioned to 
create paintings of Hank Aaron, Willie 
Mays, Sandy Koufax, Reggie Jackson 
and even Muhammad Ali, among many 
others. He will discuss the “inner game” 
within the game, and anyone interested 
in purchasing and/or simply viewing his 
artwork should be at Past Times 
Collectibles in Villa del Sol on Saturday, 
December 10th from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Yes, of course, it's also FREE to attend. 

Fire Season 
Long time Orange County natives 

used to call them "devil winds" for good 
reason. Destructive Santa Ana winds are 
now blasting us once again, and we 
know there may soon be fires. Fact is, 
we had two inches of rain recently, but 
to officially end fire season, it takes at 
least four inches. Sure seems like there 
really isn’t a fire season any longer—it 
can happen at any time. The only people 
I know who like those blowhard winds 
are surfers, since the strong winds help 
to create some amazing tubes to dance 
on and in. No offense to surfers, so yo, 
surf’s up.   

To battle those devil winds, two new 
Sikorsky S70M Firehawks were recent-
ly purchased to replace the 55-year-old 
Super Hueys that were retired in 2020.  
Often seen and heard in and around not 
only our downtown on their low 
approach to the Fullerton Municipal 
Airport, but throughout large areas of 
Orange County and beyond, just two 

Bell 412EP helicopters are now used to 
fight fires. The more effective new ones 
will carry 1,000 gallons of water each, 
instead of just 350 gallons, and can be 
used for search and rescue, hoist res-
cues, and medical transport. They will 
be converted from Black Hawks to 
Firehawks by next fall and both will be 
stationed here in Fullerton.  In case you 
wondered, yes, they should even be qui-
eter than the 412s. 

Speaking of our airport, a new movie 
about veterans called “Devotion,” based 
on true events, was released on 
November 23 and includes scenes shot 
there. If you get a chance to see it, take 
a close look and you may recognize the 
locations. The movie “Suburbicon” 
(2017) had many scenes shot in West 
Fullerton and the TV Series “The 
Politician” (2019/2020) featured many 
common sights in and around down-
town, with our downtown high school 
standing in for fictitious Saint Sebastian 
High in Santa Barbara. 

The DOWNTOWN Report  
by Mike Ritto  © 2022 

Winterfest

Fire History  
Downtown is now mostly made up of 

reinforced brick buildings, and for good 
reason. Many of the early structures 
were wood construction, and there were 
a number of fires that wiped them out, 
including one on March 18, 1910, that 
destroyed Fullerton High School. The 
largest fire in county history, as of 1896, 
was one started in East Fullerton by a 
"disgruntled” employee at the winery of 
William F. Botsford. Even brick build-
ings are not impervious to fire damage, 
though, as we discovered when the his-
toric block on the east side of Harbor at 
Commonwealth was destroyed by fire 
right after New Year’s Day in 1989. 
Shown here are the original buildings on 
that corner.

Above: The original buildings. Fullerton Spadra on the SE corner  
of Commonwealth. Below: Melody Inn

Fullerton airport fire rescue Helicopter 

Volunteer for: • Calendar curating and layout   
• Art Gallery & Mural reporter • Distribution (every Monday) 

WRITERS DEDICATED TO InFORMInG THE PUBLIC ABOUT:  
• OC Water District, • Planning commission, • Parks and Rec,  

• OC Power Authority, • Affordable and Fair housing,  
• Transportation, • OC Board of Supervisors, and Crime Trends 

Email: contact@fullertonobserver.com 
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1. Peace Nobelist Yousafzal 
7. Pop-up breakfast brand 
11. Attorneys' org. 
14. Like clocks with hands 
15. Kaput 
16. Haul 
17. "Cupid, that's so funny," said Santa 
19. Like offline interaction, initially 
20. "Me too!," formally 
21. Belgrade native 
22. Prefix with dynamic 
23. PBS funder 
24. "See, Blitzen, I was right,"  
      said Santa 
27. Pageant crown 
29. CD predecessors 
30. English prep school 
32. Use scissors 
35. Stuffing and cranberry sauce 
39. Measures of cell reception 
40. Frankincense and myrrh,  
      but not gold 

42. Mex. miss 
43. Pay to play 
45. Ginger cookie 
46. Creek croaker 
47. Smidge 
49. Retort to "You are not!" 
51. "Regrettable decision, Comet,"  
     said Santa 
56. Word with rally or talk 
59. Copycat 
60. Super berry 
61. Subway entrance 
63. Busy bee in Apr. 
64. "Throw those bills in the air,  
      Dasher," said Santa 
66. "For ___ a jolly ..." 
67. Prior to, poetically 
68. Reclines 
69. Uno + due 
70. Bear's lair 
71. Enterprise engineer

1. Mesoamerican civilization 
2. "He's got ___ for a bargain" 
3. Like 10-Down 
4. In addition 
5. Book by Nabokov 
6. Mature 
7. Double-___ sword 
8. Architect Frank 
9. Frolic 
10. Poem of praise 
11. Out of this world 
12. Grand Canyon transport 
13. Luminous 
18. Christmas and Easter 
22. Basketball stat 
25. Give or take 
26. Pkg. deliverer 
28. Person in the know 
30. Subside 
31. Letter after sigma 

33. Charged particle 
34. Midwest expanse 
36. Most bowed 
37. LAX posting 
38. Bummed 
41. Box 
44. Capture 
48. Radiated joy 
50. Word before "Pizza" or "River,"  
      in films 
51. Luxury vessel 
52. ___ Deck (Topps competitor) 
53. Car dealer's offering 
54. Close call 
55. Like many wine casks 
57. "The Waste Land" poet 
58. What a thought may be worth 
62. The Palm ___ (early smartphone) 
65. They: Fr.

OUR TOWn CROSSWORD © 2022 
"HOLIDAY HUMOR" by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)

DOWn

ACROSS

Listen to the Student Run Podcast  
Observing Fullerton

Ask about sponsoring Observing Fullerton podcast: 
observer@fullertonobserver.com 

listen on Spotify, Apple Music, and see us on YouTube.
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this project on October 26 with addition-
al conditions including:  hours of opera-
tion from 7am to 10pm, Sunday through 
Thursday; and 7am to 11pm on Friday 
and Saturday. Non-amplified ambient 
noise will also have the same hours. All 
indoor operations are to be limited to 
7am to 1am. 

The recommendation by the  
Community and Economic 
Development staff is to approve the 
development of the properties and to 
authorize the city manager to carry out 
the development terms and perform the 
city's obligations. 

During public comments, 
Jane Rands said, “Right now, as 
you know, we're still trying to 
figure out our new housing ele-
ment and we know that we are 
being sued. We know that the 
state has a lot of criteria that 
they're putting on our city. One 
of those criteria is more hous-
ing, and, specifically, more 
affordable housing.”  

One of the best ways to 
achieve affordable housing is 
through the use of city-owned 
land. We have an opportunity 
for using city-owned land for 
affordable housing. I have a bit 
of a concern about us moving 
forward with the commercial 
project at this site. We (already) 
have lots of restaurants, we 
have a brewery. What we don't 
have is the necessary housing 
in our community.  

I know this is pretty far down 
the line, and I know that you're 
coming up against a deadline 
for the end of the year, but I 
would like you to rethink this 
whole plan that has been mov-
ing full steam with the pre-
sumption that the best use of 
our public land is for more 
commercial usage, whereas we 
could have the opportunity for 
more affordable housing.” 

Jane Reifer said, “I'm really 
pretty surprised tonight that there are so 
few people who are here. I would have 
thought the public would be here in 
droves to discuss this issue because at 
the initial meetings to award the ENA 
there were many people who were all 
concerned about how this works out, 
and I think it's part of a systemic issue in 
the City, and really throughout the state, 
the fact that the public notices are differ-
ent now. Different environmental docu-
ments have been used. For instance, this 
one is an exemption. I really don't feel 
that should be fully the case for the 
properties adjacent to what you're dis-

cussing tonight, there should have been 
a little bit more effort to look into what 
the impacts of these properties are. 

For instance, I love one that is happen-
ing already at the transportation center. 
They're talking about mitigation meas-
ures which are trenching, shoring, and 
vibration protection for historic build-
ings.  It was not included at all in 
tonight's discussion because it was done 
with an infill development exemption. 
When we have historical buildings, 
those trump the exemptions and should 
be discussed. We did not have appropri-

ate public notices. 
I hope you still have time to 

discuss the course of this proj-
ect. I'd like to see a more his-
toric aesthetic, because this is a 
destination and the start of 
downtown.  

We don't have to have a fun 
zone to have something that 
can look gracious and not nec-
essarily just look like a subur-
ban mall. I think that's impor-
tant. Normally, I think aesthet-
ics are not part of this discus-
sion, but we're talking about 
our historic downtown. For the 
public benefits, this is public 
land. The City Council is in the 
driver’s seat and so are the tax-
paying residents. We can ask 
for more when we have proj-
ects where we're selling public 
land. It's different if they are 
already developed, so I'm hop-
ing that you can ask for a group 
pedestrian network throughout. 
The developers should pay for 
it, not the city. There should be 
creek restoration, at least aes-
thetically. It doesn't have to be 
biologically, but aesthetically. 
We have brought this up many 
times with every ENA agree-
ment. I want to know is the Fox 
Theater part of this discus-
sion?” 

Mayor Jung responded, “It is 
not part of the discussion. I just 

want to say that they did have a robust 
outreach and community engagement 
portion to their many-years-long devel-
opment process, and I attended that as 
well. It was very well done, very inform-
ative. So, I suppose the argument to be 
made is that if you do the work in 
advance, there's not much more to do.” 

Councilmember Zahra said, “I'm con-
fident that the developer will maintain 
an aesthetic that will blend in with the 
Fox Theater and enhance the local 
downtown.”   

Passed unanimously.

Fox Block Approved continued from front page

Additional Art and Music funding  
for K-12 public schools BY VIVIEN MORENO  

Proposition 28 passed with over 64% 
of the statewide vote to dedicate ongo-
ing art instruction funding for public 
schools. It allocates an additional 1% of 
the current Prop 98 education funding, 
usually 40% of the state’s budget, as a 
ground floor for public education fund-
ing.  Next year this adds almost $1 bil-
lion for arts education based on this 
year’s $95.5 billion budget for K-12 
grade education. 

This money comes out of the general 
fund and does not generate additional 
taxes. It will be distributed according to 
the Local Control Funding Formula with 
a base amount for each student and sup-
plemental amounts for low income, 
English language learners and foster 
youth. With almost 6 million K-12 stu-
dents, this gives school districts around 
$150- 180 more per student to spend on 
visual and performing arts (VAPA) with 
an emphasis on hiring qualified art and 
music instructors. 

Public school districts with over 500 
students need to spend 20% of the 
money on programs, training, or sup-

plies, and 80% on educators. Districts 
must submit a yearly audit report and 
will have 3 years to spend each year’s 
allotment. 

Investing in VAPA instructors and pro-
grams in the elementary schools incen-
tivizes expansion and maintenance of art 
programs which research shows helps 
students cope with social and emotional 
development through their exposure to 
VAPA programs. It also improves their 
engagement with other core subjects. 
Supporting high school art programs 
allows more districts to prepare quali-
fied graduates to attend both Cal State 
and UC system schools which require 
VAPA classes. State graduation require-
ments allow schools to substitute for-
eign language or career technical educa-
tion for art, which leaves students 
unqualified to directly enter state 
schools. Research also shows high 
school students achieving better aca-
demic results with VAPA participation 
through training, attendance, or required 
grade participation programs.

Plans for the triangle parcel, that is currently a parking lot, include a brewery and 
closing Ellis Place to through traffic. A new parking structure for Fox Block is 

also moving forward on the corner of Pomona and Chapman Ave. 

 
 
 
 

“We have 
lots of 

restaurants, 
we have a 
brewery. 
What we 

don't have  
is the  

necessary 
housing  
in our  

community.  
We have an 
opportunity 

for using  
city-owned 

land for 
affordable 
housing.”

 BY GEORGIA ATKINS  
Talmadge Atkins was born with a 

genetic seizure disorder known as 
Dravet syndrome, which causes seizures 
that are difficult to control with medica-
tion is age 38. Currently there is no cure 
for Dravet syndrome.  

He has been swimming independently 
since he was six years old. Very early, he 
showed a love for swimming in pools 
and open water. When he was 20 years 
old, a teacher encouraged him to com-
pete in triathlons. 

 Atkins swims independently, but a 
guide helps him navigate the swim 
course. When he competes in biking, he 
rides a tandem road bike for the cycling 

course. And he is pushed in a jogger by 
a guide for the run. Some of his guides 
are elite athletes, marathon swimmers, 
and ultra racers. All guides are volun-
teers and passionate about making a dif-
ference for a person who has a disabili-
ty. 

Atkins, trains at the Janet Evans Swim 
Complex (JESC) in Fullerton, complet-
ed a one-mile swim at Challenged 
Athletes Foundation San Diego 
Triathlon Challenge in Mission Bay, San 
Diego, in October.  

He has been participating in the event 
for about 15 years, trains three days a 
week during lap swim at JESC, which is 
operated by Fullerton Aquatic Sports 
Team.

Fullerton Swimmer, Talmadge Atkins, completes 
a one-mile swim in triathlon challenge
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Spreading Awareness by Declan, 7th gradeVideo Game Review by Mateo, 9th grade

Featured Pet & Endangered Animal Trivia by Rosie, 6th grade

Meet Zelda!
Zelda is an active, playful Belgium 

Malinois Mix who appreciates tagging 
along during walks, runs, or hikes, and 
loves some ball time. (TAKE ME OUT 
TO THE BALL GAME!)  

Zelda is a charismatic two-year-old. 
To see things in dog time, you have to 
multiply the human years by seven. So 
in dog time, Zelda is fourteen. (She 
doesn’t have any of the teenage angst, 
though.)  

Zelda has mastered the arts of sitting 
and laying. She would enjoy learning 
new behaviors such as stay, heel, and 
hip-hop dancing.  

Zelda is ladylike around children, but 
will likely do best in a home where she 
can be an only pet.

Animal ID#: A1761084 
Call (714) 935-6848 to schedule an 

appointment today! (Walk-ins wel-
come.) Or visit ocpetinfo.org

Q: What is the ‘water 
horse’? 
A: A ‘water horse’ is 
an ancient term used 
to describe hippopota-
muses. An endangered 
species of hippo is the pygmy hippo, a 
mini hippopotamus. There are only 2000 
to 3000 individuals remaining. With a 
dwindling number of habitats in West 
Africa, habitat loss and hunting is wors-
ening the conditions for pygmy hippos. 
They are hunted for their meat and their 
tusks. The length is 4.5 to 6.0 ft and its 
height (at the shoulder) is 2.5 to 3.0 ft. 
Pygmy hippos weigh about 400 to 600 
pounds. Normal hippos weigh about 
3,300 to 4,000 pounds. Pygmy hippos 
are exclusively vegetarian, and their diet 
consists of fallen fruit, semi-aquatic 
plants, and forest herbs.

In 2019, 33,725 people died. In 2020, 
53,480 people died. In 2021, over 
71,000 people died. After studying these 
past three years of data, one would 
expect over 90,000 deaths this year.  

The Energy and Commerce 
Committee stated these alarming U.S. 
statistics in an article covering a recent 
crisis that even became a shocking issue 
in our school districts. This fast and ris-
ing danger is fentanyl, an easily hidden, 
dangerous, and accessible substance that 
many in the community are not aware 
of. Yet it demands attention from par-
ents, teenagers, and children. 

Fentanyl is one of the most lethal 
drugs one can use. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, it is 50 
times more potent than heroin and 100 
times more dangerous than morphine. 
Two milligrams are considered deadly 
for its users. This measurement is sim-
ply overlooked as one long-grain rice 
weighs 25 milligrams, almost 13 times 
the weight of a fatal dose. Usually laced 
or hidden in pills or lollipops, the CDC 
informs readers that one cannot see, 

smell, or taste fen-
tanyl, making it way 
more noxious than 
other drugs and alco-
hol. Test strips are available to test if 
drugs are laced with fentanyl, but more 
potent forms of fentanyl-like drugs may 
not even be detected with these.  

Teenagers and children, as the fastest 
growing group to die from fentanyl 
overdoses, need to become aware of the 
life gamble that fentanyl poses. 
Resources such as those from the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Association (DEA) 
are available for everyone to be aware of 
these risks and can be accessed through 
this website (https://www.dea.gov/fen-
tanylawareness).  

If your loved one is a victim of fen-
tanyl overdose, you can participate in 
the #JustKNOW commemoration by 
posting their picture and name which 
can be used in the DEA's special exhibit 
The Faces of Fentanyl.   

Sources: Energy and Commerce 
Committee, CDC, BBC

Fentanyl: #JustKnOW

Pokémon  
Scarlet and Violet

Just a few weeks ago, the newest 
installments of the Pokémon franchise 
were released to the public: Pokémon 
Scarlet and Violet. These Nintendo 
Switch games by company Game Freak 
introduce the ninth generation of 
Pokémon to the masses, along with over 
100 new Pokémon, a brand new story-
line, and a vast world to explore. 
As a young academy student, 
you can collect your favorite 
Pokémon, become a master 
trainer, and roam about the first 
fully open-world map in the 
franchise’s history either on your 
own or with your friends (using 
the new co-op feature). As a big 
Pokémon fan myself, I have 
already played through a large 
portion of the game and have 
seen much of what it has to offer 
me. So, with that being said, 
here is my honest opinion on 
Pokémon Scarlet and Violet 
based on my own experiences, 
highlighting two main compo-
nents: performance and content. 

The performance and game-
play of a video game is arguably 
its most important aspect. How 
well does a game run, and do its 
visual flaws prevent the user 
from enjoying the game? 
Unfortunately for these two Pokémon 
games, their performance is only 
mediocre at best. You will most likely 
encounter quite a few lag spikes and 
small but noticeable freezes during your 
playthrough as you run about and 
explore the open world, especially near 
bodies of water. These issues are by no 
means gamebreaking and do not make 
the game unplayable, but they can be a 
bit of a nuisance for most players. 
However, you cannot place all of the 

Book Review by Katie, 11th grade

People We Meet on Vacation 
by Emily Henry, 400 pages 

Award-Winning Book 

Winter may be around the corner, but 
reading the summer romance People We 
Meet on Vacation by Emily Henry was 
the perfect way to end my Thanksgiving 
break! It has been so long since I found 
a romance that lives up to its reputation, 
and I’m ecstatic that this one did. 

Here, two former best friends attempt 
to reconnect after a past event that 
ruined their decade-long friendship. 
Despite their completely different per-
sonalities, both Poppy and Alex have 
been best friends since college. They 
used to go on vacations to celebrate their 
friendship, but after an unfortunate inci-
dent tears apart their relationship, Poppy 
is determined to go on one last vacation 
with Alex to reconcile their feelings. 
Honestly, I don’t know where to start 
with a book that made me go on a roller-
coaster of emotions all in one sitting. 
The witty banter, the mutual pining, the 
grumpy/sunshine dynamic, the unreal 
chemistry—I couldn’t ask for anything 
more.  

The novel takes place over the course 
of 10 years, jumping back and forth 

between the past and the present, which 
maximized character development and 
allowed a bittersweet romance to unfold. 
Alex and Poppy’s relationship has its 
ups and downs, as with any friendship 
there is, and as their feelings for each 
other only grow, it’s hard not to root for 
them.In this sophomore novel, it is evi-
dent that Emily Henry has perfected the 
art of romantic comedy as she displays 
her talent for writing romance that not 
only entertains but also passes on little 
slices of wisdom to its readers. This is 
one of those books I wish I could read 
again for the first time, and I couldn’t 
recommend it enough.

blame on the develop-
ers for this problem. 
These are the 4th and 
5th games they have 
produced within the 
span of a year, so they most likely had to 
rush these products a bit in order to 
make the November release date. In 
addition, the Nintendo Switch can only 
display games at 30 frames per second, 
meaning that it isn’t as capable of run-
ning high-quality games as more high-
end consoles such as the Playstation or 
Xbox. However, despite their slight per-
formance flaws, the incredible content 
and storyline that Pokémon Scarlet and 
Violet offers to its users heavily over-
shadow its flaws. In my opinion, the 
variety and versatility of the gameplay 
are unlike any other game I have played 
before. Instead of the typical path that 
includes eight different gyms for the 
player to battle in, the new games offer 
three different paths for the player to 
embark on at their own pace, each with 
a different goal in mind. Almost every 

important character you meet 
during your journey has an 
extensive questline or story, 
which allows players to grow 
way more attached to them than 
to the characters in previous 
games. If you ever grow bored 
of the main story or just want to 
take a break from the action, you 
can host a picnic with your 
friends and Pokémon and make 
your own sandwiches, go shop-
ping for various items such as 
clothing and sandwich ingredi-
ents, and take classes in the 
academy on subjects like math 
and home economics. No matter 
what stage of the game you are 
on, there will always be some-
thing that will pique your inter-
est. 

    Pokémon Scarlet and Violet 
are a stimulating pair of games 
that are perfect for people who 
enjoy long adventures and deep 

storylines. Although it is unfortunate 
that these games are short of being 
exceptional due to lag spikes and freezes 
that occur just a bit too often, hopefully, 
a quick patch or two can help eliminate 
some of these glitches altogether. If you 
have some spare cash and a lot of time 
on your hands, feel free to try one of 
these games out for yourselves. I can 
almost guarantee that you will have an 
enjoyable time as you explore the vast 
world of Pokémon. 

 
 
 

No matter 
what stage 

of the  
game you 

are on, 
there will 
always be 
something 
that will 

pique  
your  

interest. 



THURS, FRI, SAT, SUn  
through DECEMBER 23 

• Santa Claus kidnapped by Martians!: 
Maverick Theater: This holiday season 
join Santa on a madcap adventure in 
outer space! Performed with a light 
hearted style that is suitable for children 
and even cranky adults, this show is 
restricted to ages 5 and up. $30/$15 
(kids under 10) 

110 E Walnut Ave, unit B, Fullerton 
(714) 526-7070   mavericktheater.com  

MOn, TUES,WED  
through DECEMBER 20 

• 8pm: The MistleTones: Maverick 
Theater: Join us as The MistleTones 
ring in the Christmas season with their 
own brand of hilarious holiday fun. 
Tickets $25 

110 E Walnut Ave, unit B, Fullerton 
(714) 526-7070   mavericktheater.com 

THURS, FRI, SAT 
DECEMBER 8, 9, & 10 

• 2pm & 8pm Fall Dance Theatre: 
Momentum: CSUF choreographers and 
dancers explore the complexity of 
dance, capturing our humanity and 
bringing joy through movement. “To 
dance is to be out of yourself. Larger, 
more beautiful, more powerful. This is 
power, it is glory on earth and it is yours 
for the taking” -- Agnes De Mille  $14  

CSUF Little Theatre  
800 N. State College Blvd, Fullerton 
Clayes Performing Arts Center Box 

Office (657) 278-3371
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TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

SHE SAID: Two Hits 
 

Whether by plan or chance, “She 
Said” opened in Southland theaters just 
as Harvey Weinstein’s rape trial began 
in a Los Angeles courthouse. Weinstein 
had already been criminally prosecuted 
in Manhattan. Nevertheless, the current 
trial judge ordered the jurors not to view 
this movie nor the promotional trailers 
until the Los Angeles trial had conclud-
ed. Director Maria Schrader, who adapt-
ed the film from a book about the two 
New York Times reporters whose intrep-
id research led to Weinstein’s convic-
tion, must be pleased with the real-life 
publicity her film is receiving. 

The movie opens in 2016 with New 
York Times reporter Megan Twohey 
(Carey Mulligan) confronting Donald 
Trump with his sexual transgressions, 
and we hear his actual voice on the tele-
phone refuting her findings. Soon she is 
collaborating with N.Y.Times colleague 
Jodi Kantor ( Zoe Kazan), who has 
received a tweet from Rose McGowan 
referring to the many accounts of sexual 
assault actresses have endured from 
esteemed director and producer Harvey 
Weinstein. The New York Times editor 
Rebecca Corbett (an excellent Patricia 
Clarkson) tells the two reporters to pur-
sue all the leads they can locate. 

The task becomes more daunting than 
expected when both Twohey and Cantor 
find doors shut in their faces as alleged 

victims refuse to accuse Weinstein, who 
has paid them handsomely for their 
silence. Some have left the country, but 
the two women seek them out. Twohey 
is hoping to eventually get testimony 
with the sincere plea to the alleged vic-
tims:  “I can’t change what happened to 
you in the past, but together we may be 
able to protect other people.”  

“She Said” does try to round out the 
lives of these two intrepid reporters by 
taking us into their homes. They are both 
married and have at least one child. The 
time that ensues in this assignment is 
relayed to the audience through watch-
ing a pregnancy advance from morning 
sickness, to a healthy delivery, to a year-
old-baby sitting up in his stroller. Both 
husbands appear to appreciate the chal-
lenges their wives are facing as they pur-
sue this difficult assignment. 

The work of these two reporters is 
often credited as the springboard that 
helped to ignite the #MeToo movement.

LIGHT SHOWS  
AROUND TOWN 

• Fullerton Christmas Light Show 
1601 N Mountain View Pl, Fullerton 
• Sparkle Balls 
637-621 N Yale Ave, Fullerton

Holiday Festival  
Sunday, December 18th, 12-4pm 

Free and open to the public 
Celebrate the holiday season with free 
family-friendly activities, live music, 
food and drinks, art workshops for kids, 
and an arts and crafts sale. 

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center  
1201 W. Malvern Ave, Fullerton

First achieving success as a play-
wright, Martin McDonagh had four 
plays appearing on the London stage at 
one time, the highest number since 
William Shakespeare. He then turned to 
screenwriting where he had success 
writing “In Bruges” and “Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri,” 
which won lead actress Frances Mc 
Dormand an Academy Award. One of 
McDonagh’s singular talents as a writer 
is his use of dark humor, a quality that 
pervades in “The Banshees of 
Inisherin,” and this unique quality will 
appeal to some audiences more than oth-
ers. 

Living on a bleak island off the coast 
of Ireland in 1923 with the Irish Civil 
War waging on the mainland, the resi-
dents of Inisherin seem oblivious to the 
skirmishes. They appear to have created 
their own insular world.  Padraic (Colin 
Farrell) raises dairy cows and sells their 
milk in town while Colm (Brendan 
Gleeson) plays the fiddle and writes 
songs. The two men have been walking 
to the pub each day for their pint of 
Guinness until Colm suddenly 
announces to his younger friend, “I 

don’t like ye no more.”  
Padraic is dumbfounded by this senti-

ment  and tries to engage Colm in con-
versation, but his former friend replies 
that he is tired of talking to Padraic and 
doesn’t want to waste his time when he 
could be writing music. When Padraic 
persists, Colm tells him that he will cut 
a finger off his own left hand, a dramatic 
sacrifice because he uses his left hand to 
play the fiddle. 

Other characters interact with these 
two former friends. There is a priest, 
who hears everyone’s confession, and 
we see him responding to parishioners 
within the privacy of the confessional 
booth, reminding them of behaviors they 
might not have mentioned. Padraic has a 
sister, Siobhan (Kerry Condon), who is 
the film’s touchstone for good sense, as 
she loses patience with her brother’s 
eccentricities especially bringing his 
miniature donkey inside their tidy cot-
tage. 

Dark humor and superb acting distin-
guish this film. As awards season 
begins, Colin Farrell has already been 
placed on several “best actor” lists for 
2022.

THE BANSHEES OF INISHERIN:   
A Hit and a Miss



THROUGH DEC 8 
• M-F: 10am-5pm & Sat-Sun: 
12pm-4pm: Intercultural: 
Intercultural is an award winning 
critically acclaimed art exhibition 
created by Interdisciplinary Artist 
Sheinina Lolita Raj with Sound Art 
collaboration by two time Grammy 
winner Nelly Furtado.   

At The Muckenthaler  
 1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton 
714-738-6595  info@themuck.org
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Art  
Shows

MOnDAY, DECEMBER 5 
• 7:30pm: Piano Recitals  
Ensemble performs pieces from the 18th 
century to the present. 

Adult $10, Child $5  
Fullerton College Campus Theatre  
321 East Chapman Ave Fullerton   

(714) 992-7142 music@fullcoll.edu 
 

• 8pm: Titan Voices & Singing Titans 
CSUF Meng Concert Hall  

800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton 
(657) 278-3371  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6 
• 8pm: Fullerton Jazz Chamber 
Ensemble & Fullerton Latin Ensemble 

CSUF Meng Concert Hall  
800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton 

(657) 278-3371  
WEDnESDAY, DECEMBER 7 

• 8pm: University Band $5 
CSUF Meng Concert Hall  

800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton 
(657) 278-3371  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 
• 7:30pm: Holiday Choral Concert  
The Fullerton College Men's Chorale 
has a tradition of camaraderie. The 
Men's Chorale performs both on and off 
campus and provides students an oppor-
tunity to perform a broad range of music 
from a variety of genres. 

Adult $10, Child $5 
Fullerton College Campus Theatre  
321 East Chapman Ave Fullerton   

(714) 992-7142 music@fullcoll.edu  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 

• 3pm & 8pm: Deck the Hall at CSUF! 
Join conductors Kimo Furumoto, Robert 
Istad and Christopher Peterson as they 
ring in the holidays with the University 
Singers, Concert Choir, Titan Men's 
Chorus, Women's Choir and the 
University Symphony Orchestra. The 
performance features carols and holiday 
favorites plus familiar sing-alongs.  $30 

CSUF Meng Concert Hall  
800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton 

(657) 278-3371  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 

• 7:30pm: Darden Christmas Concert  
It's beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas! Share your holidays with the 
Dardens enjoying an evening of fun and 
folly as they perform classic Christmas 
yuletide carols and contemporary holi-
day songs. Darden may frost the night 
with a few original Christmas tunes. 
Here's to a merry and magical season as 
we celebrate Christmas together! $30 

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center  
714-738-6595  info@themuck.org 
1201 W. Malvern Ave, Fullerton  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 

• 7:30pm: Hawaiian Christmas 
Concert with Jim Kimo West 
Grammy winner Jim Kimo West is rec-
ognized as one of the world’s top “slack 
key” guitarists and brings his own 
unique musical perspective to this great 
acoustic guitar tradition. 
Join Kimo and special guests for a night 
of soothing Hawaiian slack key 
Christmas songs and hula! 
Let Kimo's "nahenahe" sound be the 
soundtrack for your holidays! $30 

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center  
714-738-6595  info@themuck.org 
1201 W. Malvern Ave, Fullerton

Certified  
Farmers Market

 
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

•8:30am-12:30pm:  
It is small, BUT they have the best  

avocados,  apples, oranges,  
lemons, strawberries,  honey,  

nuts and tamales!  
Fullerton Community Center 
340 W Commonwealth Ave  

No farmers . . . No food!  
Support local farmers!

Music

Bitter old cat lady 
podcast live recording  
Although Bitter Old Cat Lady is an 

anonymous blogger/podcaster, her 
fans have asked for a live podcast. 
She will be recording an episode 
(masked of course) at D’vine located 
at 132 W Commonwealth Ave, 
Fullerton on Sunday, December 18 
at 11am.

Unplugged Thursdays
EVERY THURSDAY 4pm-8pm Unplug from your work week and enjoy the 

extended exhibit hours, gift shop, food trucks, special programming in the beer 
garden and more. Fullerton Museum Center, 301 N Pomona Ave.

Fullerton Museum presents 
Italian American 
Baseball Family  

Saturday December 10, 1 to 4pm 
The award-winning film Italian 
American Baseball Family will play 
and be followed by an informative Q 
and A with director Roberto Angotti 
and artist/illustrator Christopher 
Paluso. 
Introducing Team Italy Manager 
Mike Piazza will make its Southern 
California premiere. Grammy-nomi-
nated artist and reggae legend Pato 
Banton, who produced the sound-
track to the documentary celebrating 
the life and career of National 
Baseball Hall of Famer Mike Piazza, 
will be in attendance along with 
some very special guests. Directed 
by former KROQ radio DJ Roberto 
Angotti, Introducing Team Italy 
Manager Mike Piazza comes out just 
in time for the 2023 World Baseball 
Classic. 
Audience members are encouraged 
to arrive early to enjoy the current 
Fullerton Museum exhibitions on 
display: Picturing America’s 
Pastime: A Snapshot of the 
Photograph Collection at the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum and Lasorda Legacy: A 
Tribute To Baseball and Dodgers 
Legend Tommy Lasorda. Tickets can 
be purchased at the door. 
The Fullerton Museum Center is 
located at 301 N. Pomona Avenue in 
Fullerton and is open from 12 noon 
to 4 pm on Saturday, December 10, 
2022. Tickets can be purchased at the 
door. 

Fullerton Museum Center,  
301 N Pomona Ave.  

(714) 738-6545 
fullertonmuseum.com 

Above: Waltz of the Flowers.  From left to right: Johannah Roth, Madeline 
Gruenler, Shelby Guetzkow. Kneeling: Chloe Lee as the Dew Drop Fairy. Chloe is 

a resident of Fullerton and attends Orange County High School of the Arts. 
Nouveau Chamber Ballet performs The Nutcracker. See ad below. 
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VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2022 

Watch Emerson’s videos on Youtube.com

Brea Dam Trail Allows Access  
to Creek and Fullerton Wilderness

After talking to Mike Ritto at the 
Fullerton Observer’s 45th Anniversary 
celebration, I decided to follow a sug-
gestion of his and look into a lesser 
known hiking trail that runs from Brea 
Dam Park to the Fullerton Municipal 
Golf Course. Partly located behind St. 
Jude Medical Center, this pathway is 
officially called the Brea Dam Trail, and 
is popular among bicyclists.  

There are three different entry points 
to the trail. At the southern end, there are 
plenty of parking spaces available at the 
dirt lot of Brea Dam Park, which is 
located off N. Harbor Boulevard. 
Further north, there’s a parking area near 
the Leonard Andrews Tennis Center 
(located to the rear of the hospital), 
which allows hikers direct access to the 
top of the Brea Dam. The northernmost 
entrance to the trail can be found off a 
long winding road that leads right to the 
Fullerton Golf Course and runs by a sec-
tion of the old Union Pacific Railroad 
tracks. There are only about three spots 
to park at the top of the road, but if you 
take it all the way to the end, you might 
be able to find a spot at the golf course 
parking lot. 

I parked and walked from the huge dirt 
lot at Brea Dam Park. While most driv-
ers-by might be familiar with the small 
picnic area at the foot of the dam, there’s 
a large, fairly steep hill above it that is 
home to a wide network of trails obvi-
ously created by bicyclists for bicyclists. 
Most bike paths extend beyond the 
boundary of the park and would be way 
too steep for anyone wanting to walk up 
the hillside. However, there was one 
trail that was slightly easier than the rest. 
Following a wide dirt path that ran along 
the base of the hill, I found that it turned 
onto a paved road that led up to a 1930s-
style home known as the Fullerton 
Hostel. The windows on the house were 
boarded up and the gate was locked and 
closed. It appeared to be abandoned, but 
according to the Fullerton Walks web-
site, “in the winter, the Hostel is closed 
to keep vandals from doing damage.” 
Before making my way up the road, I 
walked right past two signs: one that 
was faded and warned people that the 
park and parking lots are closed from 
sunset to 7 a.m., and another that 
marked the park boundary.  

When the Brea Dam was first built in 
1942, the building that is now the hostel 
was once a place where some of the 
work crew lived, according to the 

Fullerton Walks website. The first dam 
tender and his family later moved in to 
the residence. “It was eventually aban-
doned because they didn’t like to be 
assigned where to live,” said the web-
site. Interestingly, when I was walking 
by, I spotted an old plaque on a rock 
placed in front of the gated 
driveway. The plaque had been 
erected by the Fullerton 
Chapter of the Izaak Walton 
League, and it read, “In memo-
ry of Clarence Marshall 
Stanfield, First Care-Taker of 
Brea Dam.”   

From the road leading up to 
the hostel, I turned onto a dirt 
clearing, where the trail split at 
an area with a lot of cacti. Both 
the left and right sections of the 
path led up the hillside. Hiking 
up a steep slope and making it 
to the top of the hill, I headed 
north following a barbed wire 
fence that pointed me toward 
the Brea Dam. The half-mile 
dirt pathway at the top of the 
hill eventually connected to the 
concrete gray walkway at the 
top of the dam. At that point, I 
could either walk across the 
ridge of the dam to the 
Fullerton Tennis Courts or continue 
down an unpaved trail that lead into the 
flood basin. Looking in one direction 
from the top, I was able to peer out over 
the trees in the canyon below St. Jude 
Medical Center to see the hills above 
Brea. Since it was a clear day, I was able 
to see the faintly visible San Gabriel 
mountains in the distance. Looking 
down the opposite side of the dam, the 
park at the base looked miniscule. 
Further down the walkway at the top of 
the dam, I spotted the entrance to the 
Brea Dam flood control tower, which 
was blocked off with a black barbed 
wire fence and an official sign that said, 
“No Trespassing.”  

Instead of heading across the 
crest of the dam to the tennis courts, I 
turned around and followed a trail that 
went down into the dried up reservoir 
behind the dam. This pathway led to a 
flat dirt lot, with trails branching off in 
various directions. I followed the one 
that turned north toward the hospital and 
Bastanchury Boulevard. Stepping 
underneath an area shaded by 
Eucalyptuses, I found that the narrow 
dirt path eventually connected with a 

section of the Lost Trail. At one point 
along the way, I treaded carefully across 
a short wooden board that went over a 
creek.  

The trail followed a steady stream of 
running water all the way to the two 
storm drain tunnels that travel under-
neath Bastanchury and open out onto the 
golf course. The path was crowded with 
plant life and at times, I had to duck 
under branches and walk under narrow 
overgrown natural archways, which pro-
vided a lot of shade. Along the way, 
there were openings in the thick brush 
that allowed for closer access to the 
brook. The continuous murmuring 

sound of water flowing in Brea 
Creek was calming and could 
be heard as I enjoyed my walk 
through the greenway. It’s 
especially rare to see fall colors 
in Southern California, but I 
spotted a lot of orange and yel-
low on the deciduous trees that 
were slowly getting their 
autumn coats. With the excep-
tion of the hospital buildings 
towering over the trees, and the 
sound of cars driving down 
Bastanchury, the sometimes 
muddy dirt trail alongside the 
creek seemed like it was out in 
the middle of nowhere, not 
something you’d expect to find 
in the middle of suburban 
North Orange County. The trail 
eventually connected with 
another path that I think circled 
back to the Lost Trail area I had 
previously hiked in 2019. The 
two intersected near the 

entrance to one of the metal storm drain 
tunnels. 

Brea Creek flows from the dam near 
Harbor all the way to the tunnels that go 
underneath Bastanchury Blvd. 
Interestingly, when there was a large 

flood in the area in 1983, there was more 
water than could fit through the tunnels, 
so it all spilled over onto Bastanchury. 
Blocks of broken concrete allowed me 
to get closer to the scenic stream of 
moving water. According to the 
Fullerton Walks website, rainwater and 
runoff would most likely travel through 
a 36” pipe underneath the tunnels, which 
is why I was able to walk through them 
without getting my shoes wet. The curv-
ing tunnel walls look like the inside of a 
rusted old tin can and they’re tall 
enough to drive a golf cart through. 
Depending on what side of the trail 
you’re on, the tunnels either lead to 
holes 7 through 11 at the golf course or 
to the canyon in back of St. Jude 
Medical Center. 

The less scenic path on the golf 
course side had a steady stream of bicy-
clists riding on it. Wooden fence posts 
with netting in between them were 
placed on the side of the trail facing the 
green lawns of the golf course to protect 
bicyclists and walkers from being hit by 
golf balls. Luckily, the trail was wide 
enough to step to the side if bicyclists 
came by. On this path, I would recom-
mend looking ahead and listening to 
make sure a bicycle isn’t approaching 
because they come by quickly, often 
from the opposite direction you’re walk-
ing. The trail split in some sections and 
curved upwards to a drought resistant 
plant area under direct sunlight. I’d rec-
ommend staying on the flat path closer 
to the golf course because bicyclists 
seem to speed on the narrow hillside 
trail. Winding its way around the entire 
length of the golf course, the path ends 
by a flood control wall that looks like a 
smaller, scaled-down version of Brea 
Dam. Overall, the 1.59 mile Brea Dam 
Trail is a moderately difficult hike that 
offers residents a way to access a wilder-
ness area in Fullerton.  
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Healthy Awareness 
 by Jo Ann Branno   ck, Ph.D. © 2022

 Life in a shelter, from the autistic perspective  
“You can tell from the lines on her face, You can see that she's been there,  
Probably been moved on from every place, 'Cause she didn't fit in there”  

–Phil Collins, “Another Day In Paradise” 
Rules and regulations, written and 

unwritten. The former are hard enough 
for people on the autism spectrum to fol-
low, the latter can be undecipherable 
hieroglyphics. 

Let’s start with what is meant by being 
“on the spectrum,” to have an autism 
spectrum disorder. First, it does not 
mean a person is mentally retarded, 
which is an outdated term. It means they 
have a sensory processing disorder, or 
perhaps several. You probably know 
someone who is sensitive to sudden, 
loud sounds, or gets overwhelmed by 
intense smells, or is startled when 
approached from behind. Perhaps you 
know someone who has all of these 
reactions, and even more, to unfamiliar 
stimuli. 

The other image of autism much 
described in the media and psychiatric 
literature is that of the isolate: the young 
man or woman in a corner of their room, 
organizing their toys and clothes by 

color and height; who can spend hours 
pouring over a book and will become 
uncontrollable if compelled to put it 
down. The overweening image here is 
the individual desire to have a modicum 
of order in the midst of what is, to them, 
chaos. 

Now imagine that individual, treated 
or untreated, entering a homeless shel-
ter. All those unfamiliar sights and 
sounds, all the procedures one must go 
through before being able to eat or sleep, 
having your bags and your person 
checked, trying to focus on what the per-
son in uniform is saying to you, know-
ing it’s important but getting lost amidst 
a swirl of unchecked conversations. It’s 
like being in a maelstrom of swirling 
colors, smells and sounds, all demand-
ing your attention. It’s difficult enough 
to separate signal from noise in a more 
organized environment. 

The description I’ve given you is 
meant to be general. It is reflective of 

ESTRAnGEMEnT 

Estrangement has rarely been 
researched, or even discussed, but is 
very prevalent within families and 
among friends. Although it probably has 
existed since the beginning of time, it 
appears to be completely ignored, kept 
secret, and rarely mentioned.  

A good example of the secrets families 
keep, and the time wasted on separation, 
was featured on the Nov. 6, 2022 
episode of the Sunday Morning Show 
with Jane Pauley. When Steven 
Spielberg was 15 years old, his parents 
divorced, and his father took the blame 
and said it was his idea. Actually, the 
split occurred because his mother had 
fallen in love with his father’s best 
friend. As a result, Steven did not talk to 
his father for 19 years. What if Steven 
Spielberg’s parents had communicated 
the real reason for the divorce? Would 
he have stopped talking to his father?  

Even within the animal kingdom, 
estrangement is evident.  In the Netflix 

movie "Water Wolves," one of the 
females who is impregnated by the top 
hierarchical male wolf is alienated from 
the pack, while the other impregnated 
female is accepted. The rejected female 
must fend for herself and her offspring. 

Being the target of alienation, in the 
majority of cases, produces guilt and a 
feeling of rejection from the family or 
group of friends. Those who are exclud-
ed from the group often ask, “What is 
wrong with me? Why did such an 
extreme exclusion happen to me?" 

Barbara LeBey, an attorney, found her-
self becoming estranged from a cher-
ished member of her family. She was 
disappointed and surprised to find that 
there was no help for her pain on the 
shelves of bookstores. Because of this, 
she wrote a book, "Family 
Estrangement" (2001), in which she 
addresses some of the following reasons 
why families and friends stop interact-
ing: 

AT HOME  
WITH THE HOMELESS  
BY AnDREW WILLIAMS © 2022 

1) An acrimonious divorce 
that turns children away from 
a parent, and causes those 
children to be used as pawns 
by one parent.  
2) Disputes over inheritance 
or who will be in control of 
the family business.  
3) Rejection due to sexual ori-
entation or choice of a mar-
riage partner or friend. 
4) A parent who does not want their 
children to marry. 
5) A son-in-law or daughter-in-law who 
rejects their spouse’s family and radical-
ly breaks from them. 
6) Self-absorbed, narcissistic, and intol-
erable people who want things their way 
and do not see another person’s perspec-
tive. 

SUGGESTIOnS  
FOR ADDRESSInG ESTRAnGEMEnT: 

1) Repair the relationship by planning a 
meeting, perhaps with a family 
member or friend who wants to seek 
reconciliation.   
2) Allow some time to “air out” differ-
ences so the relationship can “breathe” 
again.   
3) Stay connected, if that is possible. 
4) Communicate by telling them you 

miss them and/or writing a letter with 
the hope of clearing up misunderstand-
ings. 
5) Apologize for any wrongdoing you 
might have unknowingly caused (For 
example, a gentleman on his deathbed, 
surrounded by his family, asked each 
member to look into one another’s eyes 
and say, “Forgive me for any hurt I 
might have caused you.” After he heard 
them say this to each other, he died.) 
6) Get help from clergy or professional 
therapists and support groups in this 
area of expertise. 
7) Rid yourself of undeserved guilt. 
8) Do not hate them, but try instead to 
find a way to love them.  
9) Keep healthy, both physically and 
mentally. 
10) If all else fails, adopt a new family 
and make new friends.

my own experience, as well as the expe-
riences of others on the spectrum. It is 
also intended to give you an idea of how 
an already traumatic experience–becom-
ing homeless, entering a shelter–can be 
even more traumatic, causing emotional 
and physical reactions that shelter staff 
may not be trained or prepared for. 

Contrary to popular belief, people on 
the spectrum can be extremely high 
functioning and succeed in fields of 
strenuous endeavor. That’s why it is 
called a spectrum: at one end you have 
people who are overwhelmingly sensi-
tive to stimuli; on the other, you have the 
so-called Asperger’s cases, adults who 
are socially and intellectually high-func-
tioning but who sometimes appear awk-
ward in public. Research in the last few 
years has determined that a large part of 
this social awkwardness is due to the 
absence of mirror neurons in the brains 
of folks on the spectrum. 

As you can glean from the name, mir-
ror neurons are brain cells specially 
adapted to aping the behavior of other 
humans. “Monkey see, monkey do” is a 
bit of an oversimplification, but these 
neurons are key for humans in learning 
adaptive behavior. In the absence of 
these cells, people on the spectrum are 
forced to learn these adaptive behaviors 
by rote: for example, what to do when 
entering a room, how to greet people, 
how to pick up verbal and non-verbal 

cues that tell you if the person you’re 
speaking with is attentive or bored. This 
can take years, or decades, and may 
never be complete. 

Are you asking yourself why I’m only 
speaking of homeless people on the 
spectrum? Well, quite simply, I can only 
write what I know. I can’t tell you what 
it’s like to be a genius, or schizophrenic. 
I can tell you what it’s like to be over-
whelmed on a daily basis by stimuli, and 
why this must be taken into account by 
those clinicians, therapists and others 
dealing with those who are mentally dis-
ordered. 

Consider it a heads-up: the next person 
you encounter who is visibly upset, 
either yelling or withdrawing, is not 
simply making drama. Most likely, they 
are trying desperately to cope with an 
unfamiliar, chaotic environment in the 
only ways they know.  

Over the course of the next few essays 
I will be touching on mental disorders 
and how they present amongst the 
homeless population. That will mean 
unearthing some skeletons. This is 
unfortunate, but necessary, if we are to 
make any progress as a society in treat-
ing the intertwined problems of addic-
tion, mental disorders, and homeless-
ness. 

 
Better days are coming… 

if we work for them.

non-Profit Leaders Apply Today!  
Rotary Club of Fullerton is asking the non-profit leaders in the community to 
apply for the 2023 for Community Investment Awards.   

For application go to:  
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Ah7XUQ58UuMqgv1CTfEVXn4Idt1yEQ 

Applications are to be returned to Theresa Harvey  
(tharvey447@gmail.com) no later than December 15, 2022.  

Date: January 1/9/2023 - 1/21/2023 
Student Age: 14 - 16 years old 
Requirement: • Bedroom with bed and desk for 2 students 

• Meals and transportation to school and Local activities 
• Weekend Family Excursions 

Host families will receive $1500 stipend to fund two students 
For more information, please contact Ester Im: esterim327@gmail.com



Shirley Ruth Gregg 1944 - 2022
Shirley Ruth Gregg, the 

only child of Howard and 
Virginia Glandon, passed 
away peacefully on Oct. 20, 
2022.  She was 78. 

Born in Gilroy, California, 
Shirley graduated from UC 
Davis in 1969 with a double 
major in political science 
and English, and went on to 
earn a master’s degree in English and 
a teaching credential from CSU, 
Fullerton.   

In 1970 she married Jack Gregg, a 
veterinarian, and developed her life-
long love for animals.  Two years later, 
the couple moved to Fullerton, and 
Shirley went to work as a teacher for 
the Whittier School District in a career 
that lasted 26 years.  They had no chil-
dren and later divorced in 1984...  

A lover of nature, in 2002 Shirley 
joined the fledgling conservation 
group Friends of Coyote Hills, and 
became fully engaged in its mission to 
save from development the 510 acres 

of the Chevron-owned West 
Coyote Hills property in 
Fullerton.  It is this calling, 
besides her three beloved 
dogs and two cats, that occu-
pied her time for the rest of 
her life, and for which she 
will be most remembered, and 
appreciated. Not only did she 
serve as Board Secretary and 

Liaison to Volunteers for FCH, but she 
also served as Secretary for the Rio 
Hondo Chapter of the Sierra Club.  

Throughout her life Shirley rescued 
and cared for 14 dogs, was a wonder-
ful caregiver to her mother, and a good 
friend to many.  She was also much 
enamored by all things “Apple," 
owned many Apple computers over 
the years, was a devoted member of 
her local Apple user group, and loved 
to engage in conversation with others 
about Apple technology… 

No words can express the sadness 
that those who knew her now feel—
she will be dearly missed...
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Glenora Peek Owens was 
born to Eva and Robert Peek 
Sr. on April 9, 1943 in 
Conyers, Georgia. She was 
the oldest child among the 
nine brothers and sisters.  In 
search of a better life for 
their family, Robert and Eva 
Peek migrated to Anaheim, 
CA in 1947. 

Glenora began her education in 1948 
and attended Benjamin Franklin 
Elementary. The Peek family moved to 
Fullerton in 1953 and Glenora attend-
ed Maple Elementary; Wilshire Jr. 
High, Fullerton Union High School 
where she is a proud graduate of the 
Class of 1961 and continued her col-
lege education at Fullerton College 
(FJC) until 1963. 

On November 26, 1965, Glenora 
married the love of her life Alfred L. 
Owens Jr.  They have a son, Brian A. 
Owens, daughters Lisa A. Owens and 
Lauren Ann who preceded her to heav-
en.  When Alfred transferred with 
General Foods in 1970, the family 
lived in Nashville, Tennessee for five 
years.  They were excited to return to 
Fullerton. Glenora worked for an elec-
tronics firm in Anaheim followed by 
employment with Hughes Aircraft in 
Fullerton where she retired after 28 
years.  For over 57 years, Glenora and 
Alfred enjoyed spending time with 
family, friends, neighbors and travel-
ing. 

Glenora accepted the Lord at an 
early age.  As a child, she attended 
Four Square Tabernacle Church in 
Fullerton.  She loved to sing and as a 
young teenager Glenora joined the 
choir at Community Temple Baptist in 
Santa Ana.  In 1964, she and the Peek 
family were part of the charter mem-
bership that helped to bring Friendship 
Baptist Church to Fullerton and locat-
ed in the Maple community.   

When FBC moved to Yorba Linda, 
Glenora remained an active member 
and her children were also members.  
She continued her love for music by 
joining the senior choir known as 

Inspirational Voices Choir.  
The amazing choir per-
formed throughout Orange 
and Los Angeles counties.  
Glenora enjoyed being a 
member of the Silver Eagles 
Ministry which promotes 
fellowship with seniors, to 
be prayer warriors, to assist 
in the training of future gen-

erations and sharing of their wisdom 
In the early 1970’s, Glenora was a 

member of the women’s community 
organization called Les Services 
Social.  They were women who lived 
or grew up in the Maple Community 
that provided educational opportuni-
ties, swimming lessons, cultural field 
trips and Christmas gifts to children in 
the neighborhood. 

Glenora was a charter member of the 
Leon Owens Foundation which began 
in 1994.  She always stepped up to 
assist in whatever was needed to make 
college dream a reality for the under-
served youth.  She was on the 
Scholarship, Banquet, Bingo Night, 
Golf Tournament committees and 
helped coordinate all fundraising 
efforts.  Glenora was extremely cre-
ative, talented and gifted in decorating 
a house, a home and an event! 

There will be many precious memo-
ries of Glenora’s love, generosity 
towards others, her sense of humor and 
outspoken words of wisdom that will 
be always remembered by her family 
and friends.  She is survived by her 
loving husband Alfred L. Owens, chil-
dren Brian A. Owens, Lisa A. Owens, 
daughter in law Anna Duron and the 
sparkle in her eyes grandson Nathaniel 
D.  Owens, her siblings Julia M. 
McCoy, Stevie Peek, Laraine Peek 
Hegstad, Randall Peek Sr., Donald 
Peek, Calvin Peek, Andre Peek and a 
host of nieces, nephews, cousins, as 
well sister/brother in laws. 

Preceding Glenora in death is her 
daughter Lauren Ann, her parents Eva 
J. and Robert Peek Sr., her siblings 
Janet Peek and Robert Peek Jr.

Glenora Peek Owens 1943 - 2022

To place an obituary or tribute contact: ads@fullertonobserver.com  
or PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92832  •  Fullerton residents and teachers  

get 185 words  plus photo Free. Other prices based on word count.
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AnSWER KEY TO PUZZLE "HOLIDAY HUMOR" on page 7:  

OUR TOWn CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

Please visit and JOIN  
the Facebook Group  

“Fullerton  
Arboretum  
Advocates”  

to find out MORE information  
and keep current about issue. 

Stories wanted:  
disastrous divorces, especially 
custody, especially with court 
appointed evaluators, for a new 
family law book.  

  Email: 
jak@judithkaluzny.com or 

write to: Judith A. Kaluzny,  
149 W Whiting Ave, Fullerton, 

California 92832

 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2022  • JonDobrer@mac.com

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPInIOn: Community Opinion pages are a 
forum for the community. The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of 
interest. Letters are the opinion of the writers, may be shortened for space, and 
typos will be corrected. Anonymous letters may be printed if you can make the 
case for anonymity. You can request to be identified by your initials and town 
only (we will need your whole name for verification). We print all that we can 
fit. Thanks!  

contact@fullertonobserver.com or mail to:  
Fullerton Observer,  PO Box 7051 Fullerton CA 92834

Following the news, which is a neces-
sity for what I do for a living, sometimes 
(make that constantly) breaks my heart. 
I am convinced that most human beings 
are good, decent and generous. I have 
experienced kindness, welcome and 
love all over the world—in Bedouin 
tents, at Christian retreats, in Buddhist 
Ashrams. I have been welcomed and fed 
by the ultra-wealthy and also by the 
impoverished. I believe, because I have 
experienced it, the truth of Anne Frank’s 
quotation that “Despite everything, I 
still believe that most people are basical-
ly good at heart.” The tragic irony is that 
she was killed by hate, personal hate and 
hate built into a system designed to see 
her and treat her as less than human. 

Our modern life is filled with such 
tragic ironies. A white supremacist dines 
with former President Trump and Ye 
(aka Kanye West). Israel’s incoming 
Prime Minister Netanyahu is inviting 
Arab hater Itamar ben Gvir to be in his 
new government and given the portfolio 
of police and security. Christian nation-
alist Viktor Orban believes Hungary is 
only for ethnic Hungarian, heterosexual 
Christians. India’s Narendra Modi insti-
tutes policies that persecute Muslims. 

There is no national or genetic excep-
tion to humanity’s inhumanity towards 
some person or some group that can be 
defined ethnically, politically, religious-
ly or sexually as Other. No exceptions 
for Christians or Muslims, nor for Jews, 

Druze or Hindus. Our 
inhumanity is deep in our genetic and 
written history. 

Hate and fear have always been with 
us. From the beginning of our recorded 
history, from the beginning of 
our Bible, from even the 
archeological record we know 
that we are tribal, contentious 
and violent. Maybe these 
traits had survival benefits and 
helped get our genes from the 
primordial seas onto the dry 
land. We are the winners, the 
inheritors of our successful 
genes. We survived. The great 
question is if the traits that let 
us pass on our genes are well 
adapted to modern times, 
modern challenges and mod-
ern weapons? 

Society and civilization are, 
in theory, designed to restrain 
our worst impulses and let us 
act as if we did not embody 
the seven deadly sins: greed, 
avarice, gluttony, lust, sloth, 
anger and pride, and as if we 
were not driven to break all 
Ten Commandments (no god 
before me, no idols, no taking 
God’s name in vain, keep the Sabbath, 
honor your parents, no murder, no adul-
tery, no stealing, no bearing false wit-
ness, and no coveting). We outlaw 
things that we do or want to do. There is 

normalizing of Hate and Fear

little point in forbidding actions that 
don’t tempt us. 

A nice addition might have been Thou 
Shalt not Hate. The Hebrew Bible does, 
however, remind us that we “were 
strangers in a foreign land” and encour-
ages us to show hospitality to the 
stranger. In the Gospels, the parable of 
the Good Samaritan reminds us to give 
care and comfort beyond our own tribe. 
In Islam, the Quran teaches (Sura 4:36) 
to worship only God and be good to par-

ents, wayfarers, strangers, and 
your neighbors. Buddhism 
also teaches compassion for 
the stranger and a duty of the 
heart to offer compassion, 
empathy, joy, and loving-
kindness. 

Yet, in other passages, our 
holy books are filled with trib-
alism, racism and ethnocen-
trism. Other tribes and other 
faiths may be exiled, persecut-
ed and even killed. Other 
tribes are often caricatured as 
dirty, dishonest and lustful. 
These are exactly the canards 
still used world-wide against 
both the strangers in our midst 
and those at our doors. I won’t 
review and repeat the damag-
ing and untrue stereotypes 
employed, nearly universally, 
but their universality proves 
the point of our built-in sense 
of tribalism and enmity 
towards some “Other.” 

What, if anything, can we do to ame-
liorate all this hatred? After the horrors 
of the Holocaust were revealed, Anti-
Semitism, though it existed, wasn’t 
given voice. After the Civil Rights 

movement seemed to have succeeded, 
people wanting to appear to be decent, 
did not speak the N word. They may 
have harbored racist views but left them 
unspoken or whispered. Homophobia, 
which was our societal default, went 
into hiding for a while. However, today 
they have all resurfaced with a 
vengeance. Insults are no longer with-
held, whispered, or consigned to the 
fringe. Today the “dog whistle” has 
become a “bull horn.” The KKK style 
hoods are off and frightened angry peo-
ple march and shout against Jews, 
African Americans, and members of the 
LGBTQA+ community. 

What is the best response? I don’t 
know. I do not think however that they 
should be silenced. What is silenced will 
find some other form of expression. 
Suppression does not allow us the abili-
ty to talk, to put on the table the anger 
and the fear that often, perhaps 
inevitably, drive the hatred. We cannot 
fix what we cannot face, and we cannot 
face the anger, pain and hurt without 
speaking about it and speaking to each 
other. 

We need to speak—not shout. We need 
to listen. We need to search for the pain 
and vulnerability that drives so many of 
our tribal and personal hates and fears. 
We need to look for the goodness that 
Anne Frank referenced in the hurting 
hearts of those who hate. Yes, it is a 
challenge, but I do believe we can 
change both ourselves and others by 
generous listening. Any such attempts 
may fail, but all opportunities to under-
stand and connect with others that we do 
not take, all roads not taken will fail to 
move us towards understanding and rec-
onciliation. 

 
 
 

We cannot  
fix what we 
cannot face, 

and we  
cannot face  
the anger,  

pain  
and hurt  
without  

speaking  
about it  

and speaking 
to each other. 

LETTERS TO EDITOR
Businesses in the downtown area have 

experienced a lack of safety in direct 
correlation to the ever increasing alco-
hol licensing and now the city wants to 
sell our public land and give us more 
bars. This is no longer a family town. It 
is officially a college meat market town. 

Despite being only two blocks away 
from the police station, downtown busi-
nesses contend with broken windows, 
vomit, graffiti, and theft. guess who 
pays for it? That is right you do.  

The parking lots are reported to be 
unsafe, with no cameras or security 
detail. In addition, maintenance needs 
are not met because the city has decided 
to keep city maintenance understaffed 
and underfunded.  

I speculate that the city council is try-
ing to outsource yet another department 
in the name of efficiency (so they don’t 
have to pay pensions) that will end up 
costing the tax payers even more in the 
long run. 

And the lack of institutional knowl-
edge that can be felt in the wake of the 
mass exodus of employees over the last 
several years is just another example of 
how the city has not paid to keep its 
most valued employees, but instead has 
hired less experienced people for less 
money (no pensions) and no training at 
great cost to the residents who need their 
services. 

Jack Hutt Fullerton 
 

Here is a check to renew my subscrip-
tion for the direct-mailed version of 
your paper. I’ve included a little extra 
because I value your journalism so 
much! How often I say, “I’ll bet it will 
be in the Observer. I’ll get more details 
there.”                 Gayle B Fullerton 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
Thank you so much for publishing the 

newspaper, The Fullerton Observer. I 
take pride in the paper, which has helped 
me in many ways. In addition to provid-
ing news on local events and local gov-
ernment which I could not get anywhere 
else, it has broadened my horizons, 
especially for art-based events and for 
kids.  

I am so happy I was able to contribute 
my stories this year, which were based 
on my family’s letters during WWII. I 
was so proud to do so, and hope to have 
the opportunity to contribute and volun-
teer again.  

Best wishes for your new challenges, 
Karen Lang McNabb Fullerton 

 
Dear Karen Lang McNabb, 

Thank you for your contribution. 
Learning about your family through 
their WWII correspondence was a real 
treat. For those who would like to read 
these stories again, go to the public 
library or see them on the website: 
www.fullertonobserver.com and in the 
search type “Eating the Piano.”  

Fullerton Observer Staff 

The Fullerton Observer is now offering Free Lost Animal Ads from January 
to March 2023. Must have a Fullerton address and phone number. Send 

information to ads@fullertonobserver.com
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Third Annual Thanksgiving Feast hosted by We Believe in Giving ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY ADRIAN MEZA 

It is not uncommon for there to be a 
wait to get inside Garcia’s South of the 
Border Cantina & Grill located at 136 W 
Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton, but on 
Nov. 21 it wasn’t because of their bot-
tomless mimosas, but instead because of 
a free Thanksgiving feast for the com-
munity. 

Al Cisneros, owner of Garcia’s, said 
the event was created when his restau-
rant first opened in April 2020, two 
weeks after the statewide stay-at-home 
order was issued and no one was able to 
dine in. Instead of closing shop and 
waiting for things to blow over, Al 
decided to open the kitchen at 136 W. 
Commonwealth Avenue and help the 
community by giving food to first 
responders.  

Throughout the pandemic the Garcia 
team was able to make around 60,000+ 
meals for police, firefighters, doctors, 
and janitors, all of which was funded by 
Cisneros.  

“Rather than send our staff home, and 
have them lose their jobs, we kept them 
employed, with my personal finances,” 
said Cisneros. 

Cisneros recalled that someone told 
him that he cannot be investing his own 
money into doing everything, and that is 
when talks of forming a non-profit 
began. Soon enough, the name “We 
Believe in Giving” was thought of in the 
restaurant.  

Shortly after We Believe in Giving 
came to be, the first Thanksgiving food 
distribution event was held and success-

fully served 1,200 plates of 
Thanksgiving meals.  

When asked why he does all this com-
munity work, Cisneros responded with a 
story from Frank Garcia (The father of 
Cisneros’ business partner, Frank Jr.). 

He said, “Forty-something years ago, 
we were at La Casa Garcia, and we were 
closing on Thanksgiving to give the five 
employees we had the evening off, and 
the doors opened because we didn’t lock 
them yet, and there was a homeless man 
that came walking through and said that 
he was hungry. So, Frank looks at me. I 
look at Frank, and Frank says, 'Open the 
kitchen.' So, we opened the kitchen and 
we fed him.”  

Cisneros later recalled that Frank 
Garcia said to him, “As long as I’m 

alive, no one will go hungry.” 
Frank Garcia is known in Anaheim for 

hosting 40 years’ worth of free 
Thanksgiving holiday meals and was 
recently at the Honda Center on 
Thanksgiving morning giving food to 
families.  

We Believe in Giving will be hosting 
their third annual Christmas Toy Gifting 
event on Saturday, Dec. 24, from  9am to 
noon. 

To donate to the toy drive, there is a 
drop off box at Garcia’s South of the 
Border Cantina & Grill located at 136 W 
Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton. Toys 
must be brand new/unopened and can be 
from any age range. If you are not able 
to donate a toy but still wish to donate, 
go to www.webelieveingiving.org 

Samaritan’s Purse opened their facility and began loading what they call "shoe 
boxes" full of gifts to be shipped to children around the world. At their West Coast 
facility in Fullerton, the warehouse area was converted into an assembly line of 22 
workstations, each consisting of a dozen workers, and a  "yellow-jacket" leader.  

Each year, volunteers, many from various companies and organizations, come in 
groups to offer their time and effort to support this project. Volunteers paused to 
watch a video, and to give credit to groups from Nevada, North Carolina and 
Canada who had come to participate on the project. These Samaritan’s Purse mem-
bers had come to work over the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Huge containers were filled with colorful gifts such as toys, writing items, stuffed 

animals, games, small blankets and other things that young children in hardship 
areas may never receive. These are delivered to the workstations where they are 
packed, marked as appropriate for age and gender, and then loaded into the shipping 
boxes. When full, the shipping boxes were placed on long conveyor tracks that 
moved the boxes to the shipping area where they were palletized, shrink wrapped 
and tagged for their destination. Forklifts then  loaded the pallets into trailers that 
were driven to the transportation centers for shipment. 

The lines began operating on Nov. 23, and on Nov. 26, they had just loaded the 
sixth trailer. There were 58,000 shoe boxes that had been packed and shipped since 
they started. Public support for Samaritan’s Purse in 2020 was over $3 billion.

Operation Christmas Child ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY JERE GREENE

Two 1940s  
Fullerton Union High 

alumni are unite 
to remember  
BY ROBERTO MELENDEZ 

Joe Juarez, Fullerton Union High School Class 
of ‘43 originally from Fullerton now residing in 
Orange with daughter, Terri is 99 years. He was 
born on ranch property formerly owned by C. 
Stanley Chapman where Fullerton Municipal 
Courthouse now sits. Joe’s dad was a foreman 
on the ranch.  

Joe Mejia, FUHS Class of ’45 is 97 was born 
in La Habra where he still resides with his wife, 
Francisca and daughter, Jenny’s family.  

In the early 40s Joe Juarez could walk to 
Fullerton HS from the ranch, but Joe Mejia 
needed a school bus from La Habra to Fullerton 
HS because La Habra High was not opened until 
1954. Both are approaching centenarian status 
and are capably fit of body, mind and memory, 
thanks to their personal health awareness and 
tender-loving care provided by their respective 
families.  

Both men participated in sports at Fullerton 
HS and are still active today as one takes daily 
walks and the other rides a bike. Both served 
their country during World War II and are proud 
of it.  Both knew of each other during their days 
at FUHS, but had not formally met until decades 
later last week at a local restaurant when they 
were brought together by their families to remi-
nisce, recall and remember. 


