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Downtown  
Small Business 
Denied Permit 

Few businesses have applied for new 
regulations designed to make code 
enforcement rules easier to identify and 
enforce. One business, Fullerton 120 
nightclub, did go through all the neces-
sary paperwork involved in the applica-
tion and though the Planning 
Commission approved the application, 
the City Council majority denied the 
application on appeal. 

The appeal of the approval was bought 
to the City Council’s December 6 meet-
ing by Tony Bushala, a local developer, 
who claimed that the music from the 
establishment exceeded the sound ordi-
nance and that the nightclub was not a 
bonafide eating place.  

According to the City Planning 
Manager Mr. Shaffer, the current CUP 
allowed the club to be open from 6pm to 
2am only. The new CUP would expand 
the hours so that the club could serve 
lunch from noon to 2pm and dinner from 
6pm on. This would allow them to 
expand their Mexican style menu.  

“The restaurant/club has been comply-
ing and has made changes to come up to 
codes which had not been enforced for 
the previous owner. All the business’ 

see Permit Denied by City page 2

Council Majority Re-Appoints 
Same Mayor/Mayor Protem by Adrian Meza 

District 5 residents were once again 
dismayed as council majority Jung, 
Whitaker, and Dunlap refused to follow 
the city’s fair rotation policy in appoint-
ing a councilmember to serve as Mayor 
and Mayor Protem following the certifi-
cation of the Nov. 8, 2022 election 
results.  

The current policy as stated in the 
Policy and Procedures Manual for the 
City of Fullerton which reads in part: 

The Mayor Protem shall automatically 
become the Mayor…Selection of Mayor 
Protem by the City Council is based on 
seniority according to the number of 
years a member has served consecutive-
ly on City Council without serving as 
Mayor… In the event a current Mayor 
Protem who is scheduled to be the next 
Mayor chooses not to serve, the member 

shall continue to serve as Mayor Protem 
and the next most senior member will be 
moved up to serve as Mayor.  

The City Attorney added, “The policy 
is established by the City Council and as 
such the City Council can choose to dis-
regard the administrative regulation that 
they created.” 

The staff report stated that “Based on 
the [Policy] Mayor Protem Whitaker 
would serve as Mayor…” and “based on 
the policy, Councilmember Zahra would 
serve as Mayor Protem because he has 
served the most consecutive years on 
City Council without serving as Mayor.” 

 When the item was opened for discus-
sion, newly elected City 
Councilmember Shana Charles nomi-
nated Mayor Protem Whitaker for 
Mayor saying she strongly supported 

following the fair rotation policy.  
“I think we need to get to a place 

where we rotate around by district and 
District 5, which by the way includes the 
entire Downtown and the Harbor corri-
dor, needs to have representation in that 
mayoral succession.”  

She later also nominated 
Councilmember Zahra to serve as 
Mayor Protem.  

“We are the ones that uphold what the 
policies of the city are and we should not 
exempt ourselves.” 

Councilmember Dunlap in response to 
Charles disagreed saying “I understand 
that rotation is important to some people 
but I think that part of serving in a body 
like this is not just serving the public, 
but being respectful and collegial to 

See Same Mayor & Protem page 4

Former Mayor Jesus J. Silva was elected 
to his first four-year term in 2016. Prior to 
joining Council, Silva served as 
Commissioner of the Fullerton City Parks 
and Recreation Commission from 2012-
2016.  

Born in Chihuahua, Mexico, Silva came 
to the United States when he was just six 
years old and in 1987, he fulfilled his life-
long dream of becoming a U.S. Citizen. He 
received his Bachelors of Science in 
Business Administration from California 
State University, Los Angeles, and his 
teaching credential and a Master’s Degree 
in Secondary Education from California 
State University, Fullerton.  Silva has lived 
in Fullerton since 1991 and for the last 18 
years has been a teacher in the Fullerton 
School District at Nicolas Jr High School.Former Mayor Jesus Silva with wife Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva 

Thank you  
former Mayor 

Jesus Silva  
for your Service

OC Health Care says End of Public Health 
Emergency Does Not Mean End of Pandemic 

Orange County Health Care Agency-
sponsored vaccination clinics will be 
discontinued by end of this year and 
Covid-19 Public Health Emergency 
proclamations are expected to end in 
early 2023. The agency announced on 
December 15th that it is transitioning 
from Covid-19 emergency posture to 
routine care delivered through primary 
healthcare providers. 

However, the end of the state of emer-
gency does not mark the end of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The Centers for 
Disease Control & Prevention recently 
moved Orange County up from Low to 
Medium Covid-19 Community Level 
Transmission status based on the num-
ber of local cases and hospitalizations. 
In addition sharp increases in flu cases 
are being reported across the US, includ-
ing in our county. 

The Whitehouse announced that free 
at-home Covid-19 test kits can be 

ordered by calling (800) 232-0233 or by 
visiting www.Covidtests.gov. 

New bivalent Covid-19 vaccines have 
been expanded as of December 9 to 
include children 6-months to 5 years in 
age. Parents should talk to their health-
care providers. 

Recommendations:  
• Get vaccinate and boosted 
• Get treated if you test positive 
• Wear a mask at indoor public places 
• Stay at home if you are sick 
• Wash your hands frequently 
• Cover coughs or sneezes with  
  elbow, arm, or tissue. 
 
For more information call the OCHCA 

Health Referral Line at 1-800-564-8448 
or visit www.ochealthinfo.com/covid 

Also visit my myturn.ca.gov or 
www.vaccine.gov or call (800) 914-4887 
for information on vaccine appoint-
ments. 

THE OBSERVER  
MAKES  

A GREAT GIFT! 

  
Give the gift that gives all 

year long. Subscribe at 
www.fullertonobserver.com, or 
send us a check for $39 (for 21 
issues mailed directly to your 
home or someone elses)  to PO 
Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834  

 
And feel free to add a note 

telling us how we are doing 
and what we could do better. 
We love to hear from readers.  

 
Thanks!   

The Fullerton Observer Crew
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City Council December 6 Meeting: The Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 5pm.  

UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
303 W. COMMONWEALTH, FULLERTON 

• December 20 at 5pm:  
  City Council 
• December 21 at 6:30pm:  
  Planning Commission Canceled 
• December 22 at 6pm:  
  Library Board 
• January 2 at 4pm:  
  Transportation & Circulation 

• January 3 at 5pm:  
  City Council 
• January 4 at 6:30pm:  
  Planning Commission 
• January 5 at 6pm:  
  Library Board 
• January 17 at 5pm:  
  City Council

Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com  
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or council@cityoffullerton.com  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING NEW TIME 5PM 
DECEMBER 20: ON THE AGENDA 

 
5. Hunt Library Revitalization Project 
9. Contract with Rincon for planning related to housing element  
10. Abandoning a water well easement and sewer easement agreement  
      with Goodman Logistics 2001 East Orangethorpe Ave 
11. Abandoning a waterline easment 4100 and 4030 N Harbor Blvd  
12. finalize design and construct a new playground at Acacia Park 
15. Sale of 1.66 acres of a City owned land at the southwest corner of  
     East Santa Fe Ave and South Pomona to Developer, West Park Investments 
17. Consideration of a Mills Act Contract for property at 330 West Whiting Ave  
     for the preservation, rehabilitation & maintenance of historic property. 
18. Maple Neighborhood Center Operations 

ELECTRONIC BILLBOARD: Shoe City at 
1604 South Harbor Blvd,  applied for 
permission to construct an electronic 
billboard on the property facing the 91 
Fwy. The sign will be 14ft tall by 48ft 
wide. Overall height is 70 ft. Additional 
conditions include trash enclosure and 
landscaping. It is expected to generate 
$75K or 8% of company revenue per yr 
for the City. Passed 4 to 1 (Carvalho no) 

HISTORICAL LANDMARK: “D. Pepper 
House” local landmark 108 at 444 West 
Malvern Ave,  requested that the resi-
dential site be declared a historical land-
mark. Passed unanimously. 

SUNRISE VILLAGE: Shopoff Realty 
Investments requested the following:  

A Major Site Plan for a new mixed-use 

residential and commercial development 
at the current location of Sunrise Village 
Shopping Center at Rosecrans and 
Euclid Ave including 113 residential 
units (49 single family and 64 town-
house units), and 23,000 sq feet of com-
mercial space; a Tentative Tract Map to 
create a residential and commercial sub-
division with two lots for condominium 
purposes and three lots for commercial 
purposes; a Zoning Amendment to 
change the zoning classification from 
General Commercial to Planned 
Residential Development and amend 
certain standards; and a Development 
Agreement.  

Passed unanimously. 
 

Planning Commission December 7 Meetinglicenses are in good standing including 
the alcohol license which states that the 
business must have receipts that show 
the consumption of food is higher than 
that of alcohol,” said Schaffer 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra asked, 
“In relation to this particular appeal, is 
the sound a factor in this appeal?”  

The city planning manager said that 
both the old and new CUP have a sound 
restriction, but this application was to 
comply to the city request to 
come under new CUP stan-
dards.  

Denise Casas, owner of 
Fullerton 120 Club, said that 
she spent considerable funds to 
soundproof the entire club. She 
said that she did not believe the 
sound was coming from her 
establishment as several sur-
rounding restaurants that 
become nightclubs turn up the 
volume in the evening.  

“We have an officer that 
comes every week for an 
inspection to make sure we are 
up to code. We are open from 
6pm to 2am. Our menu consists 
of hot wings, chicken tenders 
and dinner items such as taco 
plate, burritos, and enchiladas. 
We serve Mexican food.” Casas 
said, “The city told us that if we wanted 
to comply with the new CUP and be in 
good standing with the city, they recom-
mended for us to apply for the new CUP, 
so that is why I am here tonight.” 

Mayor Jung said, “I'm a big fan of the 
duck test. If it looks like a duck swims, 
like a duck, quacks like a duck then it is 
probably a duck. In this particular case it 
probably is a nightclub and I find myself 
not swayed right now and I won't be in 
the nearby future. I think the business 
model itself is concerning to me.” 

Councilmember Silva said, “As long 
as I've been on the council, I don't think 
we've been consistent with enforcing the 
CUP requirements that we had, so with 
that I would move to deny the appeal 
and then let's figure out the ordinance.” 

Mayor Jung said, “Councilmember, 
please, that's not what this is about. I 
think simply put this is about enforce-
ment and it's about upholding the rules 

and upholding the laws that are on the 
books.” 

 Councilmember Ahmad Zahra said, 
“If this appeal is upheld, this business 
will continue operating, so the new CUP 
would allow them to open for lunch. I'm 
not sure what the benefit of this appeal 
would be because now we're just forcing 
them to be only a nighttime activity 
based on the old CUP. I think we should 
go on to the new CUP and then really 

look at our own enforcement. I 
second the motion of 
Councilman Silva but I'd like to 
add that we would get an update 
in six months.” 

Mayor Pro Tem Bruce 
Whitaker said, “I wanted to say 
that excessive noise anywhere 
in the city, there's a term for it, 
it's called disturbing the peace 
and when we allow liberally 
through CUPs for anyone to 
disturb the peace, we're actually 
legalizing that sort of a prob-
lem. I would ask staff at this 
point how many downtown 
businesses are classified cur-
rently as nightclubs?” 

Shaffer said, “I'd have to look 
into that. I'm actually doing an 
analysis of ABC licenses right 
now. Gathering information 

from department of alcohol beverage 
control requested by the Planning 
Commission.” 

Whitaker said, “Many darts have been 
thrown at the number of nightclubs 
downtown whether people are actually 
operating as a nightclub, or a restaurant 
and I do note that when the overlay dis-
trict was first created the idea was to 
have an environment for upscale dining. 

And so, anyone down there who is dis-
turbing the peace regularly I'd like to see 
our rules and regulations and our 
enforcement try to end that. I understand 
the operator here is trying to keep the 
doors closed and has said that insulation 
has been added to the inside to prevent 
disturbing the peace. So, I guess that 
remains to be seen.” 

The appeal to deny the new CUP 
passed 3-2 (Zahra and Silva No) 
Applicant remains on the old CUP and is 
not required to update to the new CUP. 

Permit Denied by City continued from front page

PARTIAL ABANDONMENT OF ELLIS PLACE
Council unanimously approved the partial abandonment a portion of Ellis Place 

East of and abutting Harbor Blvd to allow an outdoor dining, gathering, and enter-
tainment area in conjunction with two new developments located at 550 North 
Harbor Blvd and 115 Ellis Place. A one time payment of  $75,000 made to the city 
from the developer will be made. The closure of Ellis is suggested to enhance public 
safety on Harbor Blvd. Pedestrian access through vacated portion of Ellis shall not 
be prohibited (Resolution PC-2022-24).

SALE OF CITY OWNED OF PROPERTY AT 212 EAST SANTA FE AVE
Council approved 4 to 1 (Silva no) to continue the item to December 20 at 5pm 

for the sale of property located at 212 East Santa Fe Ave to Westpark investments, 
LLC and  TA partners.  

The Specific Plan is intended to accommodate a portion of the City’s housing obli-
gation relating to the Regional Housing Needs Assessment. This property will be 
used for a 124 room Hotel, 140 residential with 12% affordable units. The plan 
intends to build a replacement parking for public use, a new inviting entrance to the 
Train Museum, and 3,570 SF for retail/restaurant uses. the developer estimates 230 
or more jobs will be added and that the property will bring in $800K to $1 million 
in revenue for the city. The City owned 1.66 acres land purchase price is $1,400,000. 

Multiple people came out against the development citing poor public noticing, no 
mention of handicapped accessibility, poor maps, poor transportation and environ-
mental studies, the land contamination, disruption of business, that construction will 
add to the signficant traffic problems, and be adding to the water shortages due to 
drought.  A few people spoke in favor of the development including former planning 
commissioner Elizabeth Hansberg. 

Over $1.3 Million FOR RESIDENTIAL STREET REPAIR
Council approved $1,380,000 budget transfer of American Rescue Plan Act funds 

for street repair. $1,204,780 construction contract awarded to Hardy & Harper, Inc. 
and City Manager will execute contract. 

Public Works Director is authorized to approve any future change orders. Streets 
that will be repaired are: Rolling Hills Dr, E Ruby Dr, W Knepp Ave, S Highland 
Ave, and S Pomona Ave.

 
Both the  

old and new 
CUP  

have sound 
restriction, 

but this 
application 

was to  
comply to 
the city 

request to 
come under 
new CUP 
standards. 

PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC COMMENTS :  
Save Sunrise Village: Concerned 

community members where told to limit 
their speaking time to two minutes 
instead of the usual alloted three min-
utes and to not speak unless they had 
something new to say. Many Save 
Sunrise Village members spoke against 
Shopoff Realty’s Pines project a devel-
opment that would add housing, but take 
away much needed shopping center for 
the community. Save Sunrise Village 
released a statement. See page 4. 

Need for Translator: Carol Spoke 
asked for more time for translators. 

Homeless Funds: Curtis Gamble 
made the point that something is broken 
in the system that is supposed to be 
helping the homeless. “The OC 2022 
Homeless Count states that the City of 
Fullerton has over two hundred home-
less people living on the streets every 
night.” 

He went on to list funds that have been 
granted to help house the homeless 
including:  

• Legal Aid Society of OC vs City of 
Fullerton — $1 million.   

• 2021: The City received a $2 million 
grant for homeless services.  

• The City received $954,000 from the 
Department of Housing and Urban 

Development–HUD.  
• Fullerton Navigation Center operat-

ed by  Illumination Foundation provides 
20 shelters for the Fullerton homeless at 
the cost of $80 per day for a total cost of 
$584,000 per year of funding from the 
American Rescue Act Funds.  

• On February 23rd, 2022, the City 
received $4 million in funds to purchase 
the Navigation Center.  

• The city received $1,758,520 in SB 2 
funding, which the city must [use to] 
provide rapid rental housing, rental 
assistance, and navigation centers, [and] 
emergency shelter [for the homeless].  

“But people are still living on the 
streets.”   

Homeless Housing: Kayla Soto 
echoed Curtis Gamble’s concerns about 
the lack of urgency with which the hous-
ing needs of homeless people are being 
addressed in the city. 

“When it comes to the need for hous-
ing, we should identify the root causes. 
And when we are building housing for 
very low income people, we want to be 
sure that their quality of life, their air, 
their water, their soil, are all clean so 
that they are developing positive health 
impacts down the line.”
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December 13 City Council Meeting: The Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 5pm.  
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com  

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or council@cityoffullerton.com  

Not that anyone would notice, but 
Fullerton has a policy (No.226 in the 
Policy and Procedures Manual) on the 
selection of the Mayor Pro Tem. This is 
also a policy on the selection of a Mayor 
since it states that: “The Mayor Pro Tem 
shall automatically become the Mayor 
after serving one year as Mayor Pro 
Tem…” Note, this also means that the 
Mayor will serve only a single one-year 
term. 

The other significant element in this 
policy is that selection is based on “… 
seniority according to the number of 
years a member has served consecutive-
ly on City Council without serving as 
Mayor.” By that standard, at the recent 
December 13 meeting, Mayor Pro Tem 
Bruce Whitaker should have become 
Mayor and Councilmember Ahmad 
Zahra selected as Pro Tem. 

And in fairness Zahra should have 
been Pro Tem before now and Mayor by 
this time.  But, as it turns out, this policy 
is advisory, and at his first meeting two 
years ago, Fred Jung demonstrated that 
he was not going to be guided by policy. 
To almost everyone’s surprise the new 
Councilmember nominated newly-elect-
ed Nick Dunlap to be Pro Tem, bypass-
ing sitting councilmember Zahra; and 
undoing years of effort to establish a 
fair, rationalized and non-political selec-
tion process. 

Last year, when Dunlap showed no 
interest in being Mayor, Jung was elect-
ed to that position, again bypassing 
Zahra and Silva; and in what was an 
unprecedented move in recent years, 
outgoing Mayor Whitaker was selected 
as Pro Tem, placing him next in line to 
become Mayor again. 

Did you follow that? Good. This 
brings us to December 13 and further 
unprecedented moves. 

In spite of the best efforts of newly-
elected Councilmember Shana Charles 

to get the Council to return to “normal-
cy’ (e.g., follow established policy,) the 
Council majority was not buying it. She 
pointed out that now that we have dis-
tricts, the lack of an orderly rotation 
process denies not only an individual 
member the right to be Mayor, but 
denies entire swaths of the city equal 
representation. She pointed out that 
while the office is largely ceremonial it 
does have some significant powers like 
agenda setting. (This was a strong debut 
on Charles’ part. As she learns 
the ropes she should become 
an effective Councilmember.) 

Unswayed, the majority 
(Jung, Whitaker and Dunlap) 
proceeded to re-elect Jung as 
Mayor and Whitaker as Pro 
Tem, actions also unprecedent-
ed in recent years. Charles and 
Zahra strongly dissented. But, 
arguing in favor of ignoring 
policy, Dunlap spoke to the 
importance of collegiality, 
before acting in the most 
uncollegial way possible. He 
also said, in effect, that the 
Council should elect someone 
they respect, and that respect 
has to be earned. He gave no 
example of why Zahra had not 
earned his respect. 

Whitaker was more candid. Like Ex-
President Trump he dwelt on perceived 
past injustices, saying that while he ini-
tially favored fixed rotation, the first 
time that the current policy was violated 
was when he was due to be Mayor Pro 
Tem several years ago; and that while 
the current situation was not his prefer-
ence it is “…where we are right now.” 
Apparently “where we are” is payback 
time (as it was last year and the year 
before). Whitaker is not willing to rise 
above petty payback and behave better 
than the people that he believes treated 

him badly. Zahra later termed this as 
“vengeance”, and something he had 
seen before in Syria. 

Jung never joined the discussion nor 
offered any reason why he wanted to be 
Mayor again or why he deserved to be. 
No mention was made of any accom-
plishments or of what he hoped the 
Council would achieve in the next year. 
The City has not been in a good position 
during the last couple of years, firing a 
professional City Manager, and losing a 

number of valued senior staff. 
Jung owns some of this, and so 
we can expect more of the 
same. 

Nor did any member of the 
majority ever mention what 
sins Zahra had committed that 
made him unsuited to be 
Mayor. We have certainly had 
unsavory mayors in the past 
and somehow the City sur-
vived. Voting for someone 
with whom you may disagree 
or whom you may personally 
dislike (to serve in a largely 
ceremonial position) in the 
spirit of collegiality is not 
going to disrupt the system or 
have a major policy impact.  
Indeed, it may result in a 
smoothly functioning Council 

that earns the respect of the citizens. 
Charles’ requests for a new era went 
unheeded. 

Zahra is one of the most visible 
Councilmembers, widely available to 
his constituents and other residents. He 
also survived a vicious negative cam-
paign funded by a local businessman, 
defeating a candidate supported by the 
Mayor, showing that he has reliable sup-
port in his district. Charles also defeated 
a candidate supported by the Mayor. It 
appears that the Mayor may not be 
viewed positively citywide and does not 

carry much weight outside of his district 
or even in his district. 

One of the constants of politics is that 
“what goes around, comes around.” 
Currently, that has worked to Whitaker’s 
benefit and against Zahra (he made 
some rookie mistakes in his first years 
and should have anticipated some pay-
back). But in two years the seats of the 
current majority will all be up for re-
election. Whitaker is termed out in a 
heavily Latino district. And unless 
Dunlap is more interested in his job than 
he appears to be, it is widely expected 
that he may not run again. Jesus Silva, 
who was Gerrymandered out of District 
#3, lives in that district (#2) and, 
although this district is marginally 
Republican, it is competitive, and he 
would be a formidable candidate. And 
there are other strong possibilities. But 
those who want to see a change in the 
Council need to identify strong candi-
dates and start supporting them NOW. 

For the next two years, though, the 
City is in for difficult times. A quality 
staff is the backbone of a quality city, yet 
the staff drain continues unabated. And 
why would someone want to take a job 
in a City with a contentious Council 
with a reputation for interference in 
administration and where a well-regard-
ed manager was fired? Also, there has 
been an attempt to outsource City func-
tions, notably the Library, and other 
functions might also be considered, not 
exactly a career situation someone 
might willingly step into. Fraught times 
indeed. 

Oh, but before the bloodletting began, 
the Council said a respectful goodbye to 
Jesus Silva and swore in new member 
Shana Charles and re-elected member 
Ahmad Zahra. There were refreshments 
afterwards, but most in the audience 
were not in a  mood to party and left 
early.

Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem keep their seats despite policy by Jack Hutt

Departing Councilmember and former Mayor Jesus Silva, newly elected Councilmember Shana Charles, re-elected Councilmember Ahmad Zahra,  
and State Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva    PHOTO BY SASKIA KENNEDY
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going  
to be  

guided  
by policy.
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During the due diligence for potential 
residential development of the Sunrise 
Village Shopping Center on Euclid and 
Rosecrans in Fullerton,  a Phase I 
Environmental Assessment, with multi-
ple soil investigations, was conducted 
by the Roux Environmental Consulting 
firm between Nov. 2020 to June 2021. 
Although the report concluded the site 
was ready for a Response Plan, the 
California Department of Toxic 
Substances Control found additional 
testing was needed.  

The agency requested that additional 
testing include: 

*Soil at former Sunrise Dry Cleaning 
and immediately north of the site. 

*Soil for pesticides due to historical 
agricultural land use (from 1938-1972). 

*Soil vapor at 5 and 15 feet below 
ground surface. 

*Groundwater movement and poten-
tial VOC impacts (from 5 to 45 feet 
below ground surface) through installa-
tion of four permanent monitoring wells. 

Results of the January 2021 Phase 2 
Environmental Assessment tests showed 
PCE present in soil vapor at 980 ug/m3,  
well over the residential regulatory limit 
of 15 ug/m3. I addition PCE concentra-
tions of 14 ug/L were found in ground-
water (the regulatory limit is 5 ug/L). 

Exposure to PCE 
(Tetrachhloroethylene) can cause 

Former Sunrise Dry Cleaning Business Site 
Under DTSC Cleanup Plan for Contaminants 

 Same Mayor/Protem  
continued from front page  

your colleagues and I think that respect 
is earned.” 

Councilmember Zahra noted “District 
5 has been the most disadvantaged dis-
trict for decades…and to deny mayoral 
representation is emphasizing and rein-
forcing the notion that South Fullerton is 
still neglected, and this would be an 
unfortunate start to what would have 
been a hopeful next two years in work-
ing together in order to build bridges.” 

Mayor Protem Whitaker said “I was a 
believer in the rotation and followed that 
policy even to my detriment sometimes 
when certain supporters or partisans or 
whoever questioned me on why I sup-
ported certain individuals for Mayor, but 
I did that because I thought that was a 
good way of keeping things in order up 
here. However, for the first time in 
recent years that was broken when I was 
up to be Mayor Protem and I was 
bypassed…and that started this route 
now of having to make differing deter-

mination than had been the practice. 
That was to Councilmember Zahra’s dis-
advantage in the last cycle - its not my 
preference but that is where we are at 
right now.” 

In response to Whitaker’s comment, 
Councilmember Charles reminded the 
panel that “Where we are at, is at the 
start of a brand-new council with a 
brand-new possibility of moving for-
ward and I hope that we can move for-
ward and forget what has happened in 
the past and begin here with a fresh 

start.” 
And with that the discussion for nom-

inations closed and ignoring fair rota-
tion, current Mayor Jung was nominated 
to serve as Mayor once again by Mayor 
Protem Whitaker and won a simple 
majority of 3-2 (Whitaker, Dunlap, 
Jung, yes) – (Charles and Zahra, no). 
The nomination for Mayor Protem went 
the same way on a 3-2 vote with current 
Mayor Protem Whitaker appointed to 
serve another two years as Mayor 
Protem. 

SAVE SUNRISE VILLAGE COMMUNITY GROUP  
RELEASES PUBLIC STATEMENT AFTER  

PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVES DEVELOPMENT
Sunrise Village shopping center locat-

ed at the corner of Euclid and Rosecrans 
in Fullerton took another step towards 
being demolished and converted into 
164 homes with the planning commis-
sion’s unanimous approval of the devel-
opment project on December 7, 2022. 
The development proposal will go to 
city council next.  

From the beginning the neighborhood 
group, Save Sunrise Village, has 
opposed the development asking instead 
for Shopoff developers to invest in the 
existing community shopping center. 
After the Planning Commission’s unani-
mous vote, the Save Sunrise Village 
group released this statement: 

“While we all expected this proposal 
to be voted through to City Council, it 
was a devastating blow and dishearten-
ing to hear a 5 to 0 vote by the Planning 
Commission without careful considera-
tion of relevant information presented by 
members of the public.  In fact, it was 
very obvious to us the Commissioners 
had already formed their opinion ahead 
of time and our presence was immateri-
al.  They should have just sent out a pub-
lic notice letting us know our presence 
was not needed so we could make better 

use of our time, like spending it with our 
families. 

Commissioners voted out of fear that 
the developer will use CA State legisla-
tion (higher density residential laws) 
SB2011 and SB6 on this property.   Our 
current General Plan already envi-
sioned the higher density range and has 
designated zones and 
building types to accom-
modate the need for 
more housing. And 
Sunrise Village is NOT a 
targeted location for the 
intense density. Instead 
of following our local 
laws, our leaders are 
voting out of fear of a 
developer application 
that may or may not hap-
pen. And…the fact that 
City Council voted and 
unanimously passed a 
commercial site plan on 
city owned property in a residential zone 
(the Fox Theater) when so much hous-
ing is necessary leaves us to believe 
something's wrong with the City's deci-
sion making. 

Using state legislation that has not 

been clearly stated in how it directly will 
impact the City of Fullerton has sent the 
signal that we need to have public study 
sessions to evaluate the details against 
the current Shopoff plan.  We WILL fol-
low through and contact the City 
Manager. 

It is our contention that this 12-acre 
site is bearing the weight 
of undefined legislation 
and should not be enact-
ed as the model for sev-
eral other sites destined 
to be proposed for the 
same, if not worse, out-
come for their local 
communities here in 
Fullerton. Mayor Jung 
has indicated that there 
is no rush to finalize this 
proposal, and it certain-
ly appears to need more 
exposure by all the sites 
in town destined for the 

same greater density and lack of com-
mercial space as Sunrise.   

We never thought our Sunrise Team 
would still be working night and day to 
save our shopping center here on 
Rosecrans and Euclid. Our effort began 

back in October 2021.  We met with our 
Planning Commissioners and City 
Council members over and over again.  
We met with our state elected officials, 
former elected officials here in town, 
real estate folks, the Sunrise shop own-
ers, attorneys and potentially viable 
investors for the site.  We have spent 
hundreds, if not thousands, of hours col-
lecting information, writing articles for 
publication, and reading information 
from investigations in public meetings.  

We want to continue to provide the 
integrity, intellectual capability, stamina 
and perseverance invested in our efforts 
and be sure ALL Fullerton residents are 
updated, as well.  Please join our efforts 
and help us reach out to others 
(SaveSunriseVillage@yahoo.com). We 
realize and appreciate how busy every-
one is this time of year, yet we truly need 
your help. It Takes a Village to Save a 
Village.”  

Warm Regards, 
Carol Edmonston               Teresa Lim 
Barbara Kilponen               Cathy Yang 
Cynthia Gil-Santillan          Sam He 
Lynne Frutchey          Wayne Lancaster 

 
From the beginning  
Save Sunrise Village, 

has opposed  
the development  
asking instead  

for Shopoff developers 
to invest in the existing  

community  
shopping center.

headaches, vision and muscle coordina-
tion problems, respiratory tract prob-
lems, liver and kidney disfunction, harm 
to the nervous system and is listed as a 
likely carcinogen. The EPA estimates 
that a person continuously breathing air 
containing PCE levels of 400 ug/m3 
would result in not greater than a one-in-
ten thousand increased cancer risk. A 
ban on the use of the chemical in dry 
cleaning businesses in California begins 
Jan. 2023. 

Although few neighbors of the shop-
ping center site appear to have received 
it, the DTSC published a Community 
Survey in September 2021 announcing 
an upcoming cleanup plan for the prop-

erty stating that “Environmental investi-
gations indicated concentrations of sol-
vent volatile organic compounds in soil 
gas exceeded regulatory health levels 
required for residential use.” 

The cost of oversite by the DTSC of 
the site mitigation and restoration pro-
gram was estimated at over $98,845 in 
the March 2021 CLRRA (Exhibit D pg 
18) agreement between DTSC and 
Sunrise Village Owner LLC (registered 
on 2/11/2021 in Delaware) with contact 
James O’Malley of Shopoff Realty and 
signing done by Executive VP Brian G. 
Rupp of Shopoff Realty Investments. 

Entering into a Brownfield Site Reuse 
agreement with DTSC can earn a quali-

fied developer free assessment, investi-
gation, or cleanup planning services pro-
vided through grant funding by the US 
EPA on selected properties. Below mar-
ket, low-interest loans up to $200,000 
are also available to entities not consid-
ered responsible for the pollution and 
who are working to clean up and return 
blighted or underutilized properties to 
safe and productive uses. CLEAN pro-
gram low-interest loans of up to $2.5 
million for cleanup of hazardous wastes 
that have beneficial impact on property 
values, economic viability, and quality 
of life are also available. 

Representatives from DTSC did not 
return calls prior to print date - but we 

hope to receive an update on the status 
of the cleanup in time for our next issue. 
Stay tuned. 

The documents on the cleanup opera-
tions at the site are available by visiting 
www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/pro-

file_report?global_id=60003125 
Once on the Sunrise Village 

(60003125) page click on the 
Site/Facility Docs in the blue Summary 
links to access the documents. 

To view the EnviroStor map that 
shows all sites in Fullerton or any 
California town visit:  
www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/

?global_id=60003125&zl=15&mt=t  
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The Fullerton Observer community 
newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie 
Kennedy, Roy and Irene Kobayashi, and 
other friends in 1978, is staffed by local 
volunteers who create, publish, and dis-
tribute the paper throughout our commu-
nity.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one. 
Revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. We seek 
to promote a sense of community and an 
appreciation for the values of diversity 
with which our country is so uniquely 
blessed.  ____________________________  

Distributed the closest Monday to the 
1st and the 15th of every month except  
only once in January, July & August.     
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Sign up and pay with autopay at 

www.fullertonobserver.com 
or by check with name & address to:  

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton, CA 92834-7051 ________________________________  

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Email: ads@fullertonobserver.com,  

or call: (714) 525-6402 ________________________________  
• STAFF• 

• EDITOR & LAYOUT: Saskia Kennedy 
• ADVERTISING & ACCOUNTING:  
  Saskia Kennedy 
• CHIEF WEB OFFICER: Mehul Desai   
• PROOFREADERS & COPY EDITOR:  
  Richard Pollard & Gerri McNenny 
• SHIPPING: Irene Kobayashi,   
  Marjorie Kerr, & Leslie Allen 
• DISTRIBUTION: Jere Greene 
• COUNCIL REPORT: Adrian Meza 
• CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey 
• DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto 
•VIDEO OBSERVER: Emerson Little 
• YOUNG OBSERVERS EDITOR:  
  Francine Vudoti 
• MOVIE REVIEW: Joyce Mason 
• POLITICAL COMMENTARY:  
  Jonathan Dobrer, Vince Buck,  
  & Jack Hutt 
• ROVING REPORTER: Jere Greene  
• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:  
  Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno  
• HEALTH: Jo Ann Brannock, PhD 
• REPORTERS: Jenn Olmedo,  
  Adrian Meza, Urooj Naveed,  
  Esha Salman,  Gerri McNenny,   
  Jaimie Chun,  Sara Kil 
• SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko, PhD  
• SOCIAL MEDIA: Brooke Aulerich 
• THEATRE REVIEWS: Angela Hatcher 
• PHOTOGRAPHERS: Emerson Little,  
  Mike Ritto, Jere Greene,  
  Gerri McNenny  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR: 
• PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT:  
• OC WATER DISTRICT REPORT: 
• OC POWER REPORT: 
• INFRASTRUCTURE & RESOURCES:  
• LIBRARY BOARD: 
• AFFORDABLE AND FAIR HOUSING: 
• OC BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:  
Created & Published in Fullerton  

by volunteer locals since 1978 
  Published by Fullerton Observer LLC

 The January 2023 issue  
will hit the stands on January 2.  
SUBMISSION and AD deadline:  

December 26.

Mustard Market’s 3rd Annual Holiday Makers’ Market is a Success  

Mustard Market, a non-profit thrift 
store just south of downtown Fullerton, 
held its third annual Holiday Makers’ 
Market, hosting a wide variety of hand-
made crafts by local artisans on 
December 10th. On a beautiful day in 
the sunlit courtyard of the Market, 
ceramicists, candle makers, local bak-
ers, chefs, and other crafts persons 
shared their wares with appreciative hol-
iday shoppers. Inside the market, holi-

day shoppers found holiday decorations 
and gifts alongside clothing and person-
al apparel. Mustard Market’s Holiday 
Makers’ Market began on the cusp of the 
Covid pandemic in 2020 when the 
Jamiesons invited local crafts persons 
seeking an outlet for their work to par-
ticipate. Since then, it has grown as a 
venue for small business people. 

Mustard Market, owned by Doneanne 
and James Jamieson, provides a flow-

through venue for churches and other 
non-profits for people donating goods 
they no longer need. By partnering with 
other non-profits, the Jamiesons have 
been able to raise funds for charitable 
causes. One of their partners, Deed in 
Truth, helps people getting started in the 
workplace by providing clothing and 
other goods carried in the store.  

Report and photos by Gerri McNenny 

From left to right above :Co-owner Doneanne Jamieson and Sarah Jones shares Lollie & Louise’s Candles & Crafts. 
Below: Horizon Ceramics’ owner and artist Allie Encarnacion displays her handmade pottery and Sweet Cheeks Eats’ owner 

Elizabeth Quiroz shares her pastries during the Holiday Market.

“It was a great turnout with 28 members and 3 guests in attendance. We had so much fun celebrating the season togeth-
er, with dinner at Ruby’s diner in Brea, topped off with a super fun gift game. The one where you get to take something 
you like after it’s unwrapped,” said the President of  Woman’s Club of Fullerton, Debbie Adams. For more information 
about the Women’s Club of Fullerton go to https://wcof.club. -Photo and report by Debbie Adams

Women’s Club of Fullerton celebrate winter together



Last time: The Rialto 
Theatre opened on the corner 
of what is now Harbor and 
Wilshire in 1917 and was 
remodeled/converted into a 
bank in 1930, now housing a 
number of businesses. 

Photo Quiz   
Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

This time: Where in our down-
town is this?
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It may be of concern that drag racing has suddenly been taking place 
on a regular basis, but fortunately no injuries have been reported, even 
though a number of crashes have taken place. Maybe that is because the 
races have been organized and even sanctioned. The rumors are true. 
Slot car races have been held recently at Modelmania on 
Commonwealth and even underage kids have been participating, at 
times with their parents looking on. Good news after all. 

Tree City 
If you look to the south from any 

of our hills, you will see a pretty 
amazing urban forest. Trees are 
vital, but at times, they are in the 
wrong place, or unsafe, and they 
need to go. Just wanted to let you 
know that although a huge tree 
landed on the building at 1435 N 
Harbor during our November 

downpour, nobody was injured 
and the tree has been removed. 
The Complete Package remains 
open and hopefully all repairs will 
be made and things will return to 
normal. Remember, Shop 
Fullerton First, give a hand to our 
local merchants during the 
Holiday shopping season and all 
year long. Thanks to reader Judy 
for the tip. 

*In January, we heard the sad news that 
Mike Rice had passed away. No doubt he 
would have been pleased to know his 
Fullerton Camera business would reopen, 
now called Image One.  

*525 Coffee opened on Commonwealth and 
the Fox marquee lights came to life once 
again.  

*As February rolled in we updated you all 
on the two new restaurants being built from 
the ground up in SoCo, and they now appear 
to be nearing completion.  

*Spice Social opened in March and the 
new, updated Fullerton Honors banners were 
installed on West Commonwealth.  

*You are sure to recall the hailstorm that 
made some areas of Fullerton appear to be 
snowed in. The white stuff landed on 
February 15th and stuck around the entire 
next day and into the night.    

*The Fullerton Market returned, but we lost 
another Fullerton icon when Joe Tater passed. 
Not sure Fullerton will ever have another 
vaudevillian, certainly no one like Joe.  

*The well- received Posada art installation 
opened and drew many to our Museum 
Center, and Wilshire Walk went under some 
major changes as COVID restrictions were 
eased.  

*Pickled Monk began its transformation 
and soon became Pour Vida, now one of the 
more popular spots downtown.  

*Day of Music made its return and All The 

Arts for All the Kids once again raised a lot of 
money for the cause.  

*The Brownstone Café in Villa del Sol cel-
ebrated their 25th Anniversary and we cele-
brated Tommy Lasorda Day at the Fullerton 
Market.  

*The Charleston project was announced 
and we learned the Williams Company build-
ing would be undergoing some major 
changes.  

*The 3751 Steam Locomotive returned and 
drew many to our Transportation Center dur-
ing an Amtrak safety event that included free 
tours of the Train Museum.  

*We learned Angelo’s and Vinci’s would 
soon be bidding Fullerton farewell and new 
plans for the Fox Block were unveiled. Keep 
in mind, Angelo’s and Vinci’s is still open and 
new construction has not yet begun.  

*Mickey’s Irish Pub and The High Horse 
opened with fund-raisers on consecutive 
days.  

*A ribbon cutting was held at the Fullerton 
Union High School Auditorium and we got 
our first look at the extensive improvements 
that were made.  

That’s brings us up to Winter Market and of 
course we need to echo our slogan, “When 
shopping for the holidays, please ‘Shop 
Fullerton First’.” Many downtown businesses 
struggled through the pandemic but thanks to 
your patronage, most kept their doors open 
and remained in business.

Drag Racing Downtown

A Brief Year In Review 

The DOWNTOWN Report  
by Mike Ritto  © 2022 
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1. Present topper 
4. Longoria of "Desperate  
   Housewives" 
5. ___ Haircare by Chaz Dean 
6. Medicare Advantage, familiarly 
8. Evergreen 
9. Santa's little helper 
10. Pig, in Puerto Vallarta 
12. Nine-digit ID 
14. Channel that airs many  
     B&W films 
17. Reuters rival 
18. Bray starter 
19. Tempo 
21. '90s TV show "Saved by the ___" 
22. "___ the land of the free ..." 
23. 1977 double-platinum Steely  
     Dan album 

25. It may need a boost 
27. Charlemagne's domain: Abbr. 
28. Harry Potter's best friend 
29. Coal container 
30. Cpl.'s superior 
31. Message starter 
32. Baseball stat 
33. Taking the place (of) 
35. Time of the year 
38. Type of wreath 
39. Scorcher 
40. Sneak ___ 
41. Have a hunch 
42. Observe Yom Kippur 
47. Christmas ___ 
48. Maples and myrtles 
49. Winter warmer

1. Sign of danger 
2. "___ the river and through the  
   woods..." 
3. Desired 
6. Al fresco meal 
7. Dress 
11. Checkers color 
12. Powerful adhesive 
13. Trunk item 
15. Observe 
16. "Lethal Weapon" actor 
20. Probably more than you want to  
      hear 

21. Cast out 
22. Comment after a zinger 
24. Rapture 
26. Liver and ___ 
33. Dockworkers' org. 
34. "We need to get a cat!" 
36. Dawn deity 
37. Alumna bio word 
42. "Hamlet" has five 
43. Fruit dessert with shortcrust 
44. Snack since 1912 
45. "The First ___" 
46. "Anything ___?" 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 
"HAPPY HOLIDAYS!" by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)

DOWN

ACROSS

On Tyranny:  
Twenty Lessons From  
the Twentieth Century  

by Timothy Snyder  
 
We tend to think of history as a record 

of a bygone era, a tale to be studied and 
dismissed by nerdy scholars in old 
libraries who have nothing better to do 
with their lives. Unfortunately, this 
treatment of history is prevalent in the 
mainstream. Fortunately, people like 
Timothy Snyder exist to epitomize the 
importance of studying historical pat-
terns and applying the lessons learned to 
our lives.  

Timothy Snyder is a Professor of 
History at Yale University and a best-
selling author. He has written numerous 
books, mainly focusing on European 
history in the twentieth century. On 
Tyranny is a compilation of twenty les-
sons learned from Hitler’s Germany and 
Stalin’s Russia in the twentieth century. 
Snyder analyzes techniques used by 
Hitler and Stalin that ranged from the 
decimation of institutions to the limiting 
of language, and more importantly, how 
conformist actions of the citizenry 
enabled descending into totalitarianism 
at a surprisingly fast pace.  

This book is one of those historical 
works which serve as reminders of how 
inhumane humanity can get, as por-
trayed by the Holocaust and the 
Holodomor, among other 
episodes of mass violence in this 
period. This book tells its read-
ers what to do to avoid such bru-
talities from happening again, 
based upon what people did not 
do in situations when the Nazi 
government consolidated power 
and carried out systematic 
killings of Jews or when Soviet 
Russia enacted collectivization 
policies and starved millions in 
the bread basket of Europe.  

On Tyranny is broken up into 
twenty short sections that start 
with the advice that Snyder has for read-
ers and explanations with specific his-
torical examples. Snyder’s purpose for 
publishing this book in 2017 is evident: 
he saw clear patterns between the begin-
nings of fascism, communism, and 
Nazism in twentieth-century Europe and 
the 2016 political climate of Donald 
Trump’s candidacy and eventually his 
presidency.  

I would argue that even though Trump 
is not president anymore, all the compar-
isons still apply. He enabled our courts, 
politicians, and voters to take extreme, 
and inherently anti-democratic posi-
tions. Only future historians will be able 
to tell the exact damage Trump's actions 
and legacy will have on American life.  

This book is concise, with clear les-
sons and examples which do not require 
any previous academic studying (though 
I sure hope everyone does know what 

the Holocaust was). Words like ‘tyran-
ny’ are thrown around in political dis-
course rather carelessly, but Snyder does 
the words and the concepts justice. Not 
only does he enhance our understanding 
of history overall, but also emphasizes 
the importance of reading, investigating, 
conversing, and making eye contact 
with our neighbors. Above all, he advis-
es us to be courageous and stand out.  

It was the fear of being the only one 
who dissents, that led many soldiers and 
police officers to carry out executions of 
Jewish people even if they did not have 
any Nazi beliefs. It was the need for 
assurance that led to many willingly giv-
ing up their freedoms after the Reichstag 
Fire of 1933 in Germany to allow 
Hitler’s government to become the Nazi 
regime we despise today. Do not trade in 
your real freedoms for a false sense of 
security.  

Not obeying blindly and ques-
tioning helps us become better 
citizens, neighbors, and partici-
pants in democracy. After all, 
individual actions make or break 
democracy in a system based on 
individualism. The genius of 
Snyder’s historical writing is 
found in the inspiration one feels 
as a reader upon finishing this 
book—Snyder puts the power to 
change tides in an average per-
son’s hands with realistic advice 
that can be practiced right away.  

I picked up this book in the 
summer of 2021 for a history book club, 
and since then have referenced it over 
and over again because of its clarity of 
message. History always instructs, but it 
is rare to find such clearly laid out 
instructions. I highly recommend this 
book to history lovers, and especially 
recommend this book to those who dis-
like history. For we do not need to know 
all of history, but just enough to see pat-
terns and make better decisions. Just 
enough to ensure we do not commit the 
atrocities of the twentieth century.  

On Tyranny was also released as a 
graphic novel in 2021, with illustrations 
by Nora Krug and updated contempo-
rary political examples by Snyder. If you 
are a visual and auditory learner, 
Timothy Snyder’s YouTube channel has 
video lessons further exploring the les-
sons, among many other informative 
and engaging lectures. 

 
 

Do not 
trade in 

your real 
freedoms 

for a  
false sense 
of security. 

BOOK REVIEW  
by Urooj Naveed © 2022

Listen to the Student 
Run Podcast  
Observing 
Fullerton

Advertise with the Fullerton Observer 
click on the Advertise tab to see prices and deadlines at 

www.fullertonobserver.com  
or  Email contact@fullertonobserver.com
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The Congressional App Challenge 
Award Ceremony was held on Dec. 9 at 
Fullerton College. While the  FSD  stu-
dents did not walk away with the Grand 
Prize, they walked away with smiles, a 
great sense of pride, and some amazing 
accomplishments. The Parks Junior 
High Team walked away with the top 
honors for 7th and 8th grade students 
submissions. The Fisler School team 
were runners up for 6th Grade submis-
sions. Among other school submissions: 
The Squeaky Clean App from Acacia 
School placed 1st in Originality; "Be 
Healthy" from Fisler School placed in 
Visual Design. “Calmness” from Fisler 
School placed 1st in user Functionality; 

as well as E-draw placed 1st in Coding. 
Additional schools participating and 
receiving recognition included Maple, 
Beechwood, Laguna Road; Hermosa 
Drive; Richman; Pacific Drive; 
Orangethorpe,  and Nicolas Junior High 
School.

Fullerton School District (FSD) is 
closer to kicking off the New Year. On 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022, FSD wel-
comed its newest Board of Trustee, 
Ruthi Hanchett, established the Board of 
Trustees organizational structure and 
approved meeting dates for the new 
year. Trustee Hanchett replaces Janny 
Meyer in Trustee Area 4. Janny Meyer, a 
longtime Fullerton resident, FSD 
teacher, and FSD Board Trustee did not 
run for re-election. Trustee Hanchett is 
originally from Oregon but moved to 
Fullerton in 2012 and lives in the com-
munity with her husband and two chil-
dren. She has over twenty years experi-

ence as an advocate for children as well 
as a volunteer in FSD schools. 

Along with welcoming Trustee 
Hanchett, the Board of Trustees also 
approved Trustee Aaruni Thakur as 
Board President, Trustee Leonel 
Talavera as Board Vice President, 
Trustee Hilda Sugarman as Board Clerk, 
Trustees Beverly Berryman and 
Hanchett will serve as members, and 
Superintendent Dr. Bob Pletka will con-
tinue to serve as the Board Secretary. 

In addition to the Board of Trustees 
organizational changes, the meeting 
dates for 2023 were approved.  

 

The December FJUHSD board meeting determined 2023 Board President and 
Clerk and witnessed three trustees taking the oath of service after the 2022 midterm 
elections. Dr. Chester Jeng and Marilyn Buchi ran unopposed retaining their seats, 
but Lauren Klatzker faced a tougher challenge winning her seat back with over 59% 
of the vote. After swearing in the trustees, Joanne Fawley was elected 2023 
FJUHSD Board President with Dr. Chester Jeng as Clerk. Superintendent Dr. Steve 
McLaughlin and the other trustees thanked Trustee Klatzker for her service as 2022 
Board President. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman 

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on 2nd & 4th Tues 
of each month at district headquarters, 1401 W Valencia Dr 

For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno 

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available (714) 870-2800 or visiting www.fjuhsd.net

2023 FJUHSD Board Organization Meeting

First Interim Report 
Ruben Hernandez, Assistant 

Superintendent of Business Services 
presented the First Interim Report for 
approval and compares the school dis-
trict’s June budget projections with the 
first quarter actual income and expenses. 
FJUHSD received $236,396,025 from 
state, federal and local funds a $34 mil-
lion increase from June projections. A 
large portion of this additional money is 
state sourced one-time money restricted 
to very specific areas and time lines. The 
additional money leaves the district with 
an $81 million unassigned ending fund 
balance by the end of the 22/23 fiscal 
year which includes salary trigger raises 
and increasing medical benefit costs. 
The district is conservatively allocating 
74% of the entire budget to salaries and 
benefits. 

Mr. Hernandez delineated the $32.4 
million restricted one-time money allo-
cation for the board. This includes $6 
million in previous block grants, and 
newer one-time money. The 2022 $8.4 
million Art, Music and Instructional 
Grant requires a formal plan which Mr. 
Hernandez reported can be used for 
retirement and benefits in addition to 
student programs stating that the busi-
ness services and education services 
departments are working on the plan. 
Parents and visual and performing arts 
students should contact the trustees 
about their program needs concerning 
this allocation since the money may be 
diverted from student programs. The 
additional $15 million Learning 
Remediation Block grant needs no plan, 
but requires a final report by 2028. 
Overall, the district is left with $13 mil-

lion unassigned, unrestricted funds for 
the district to use as they see fit. 

Mr. Hernandez and his team continue 
to watch state indicators for next year’s 
budget including the nonpartisan Legal 
Analyst Office (LAO) reports and the 
January Governor’s budget proposal. 
High inflation increased fears of a strong 
recession, but the LAO has predicted a 
modified economic down turn due to 
savings and market stabilizing, forecast-
ing that the state will not experience a 
long term or strong recession due to eco-
nomic indicators at this time. They rec-
ommend not creating additional ongoing 
revenue outlays with massive hiring or 
new programs. 

FJUHSD is also monitoring lower 
enrollment data and rising special popu-
lation numbers for the district. 
Enrollment is down over 400 students 
from last year which is similar with most 
of the state due to high housing costs, 
lower immigration numbers, and lower-
ing birthrates. 

Trustee Jeng asked about the second 
year of the district’s rising population of 
low income, English learners, and foster 
youth students that allows a significant 
future budgetary increase. Changes to 
the free and reduced lunch form and 
school site administrator’s outreach 
raised the district’s special population 
percentage from 54% to 61% which 
reflects the elementary feeder district 
percentages. Funding allocation is based 
on a 3-year average, so the district plans 
to receive supplemental funding for the 
2023/24 school year. The trustees 
approved the interim report. 

Next FJUHSD Board meeting is 
January 10, 2023 at 6 pm.

School Reports 
School reports from the principals and 

student board member, Jacqueline Woo, 
focused on sporting events, school 
dances, community service events, and 
holiday performances. In person 8th 
grade tours of the school campuses 
reflect the community’s “back to nor-
mal” attitude even with Orange County 
Health Department proclaiming a triple 
threat of influenza, RSV, and resurging 
COVID cases. An uptick in absenteeism 
for the district this semester brings aver-
age daily attendance down from 96.5% 
to 95% overall.  

Later in the meeting, President Fawley 
stated she supports the new policy 
encouraging ill students to stay home 
and is more concerned for the overall 
health of students versus losing some 
state money. California determines state 
school money allocation according to 
averaged daily attendance, not enroll-
ment numbers. 

Cybersecurity Award 
The Trustees honored Commander 

Allen Stubblefield of Troy High School 
for winning the 2022 Presidential 
Cybersecurity Education Award. Comm. 
Stubblefield served 21 years in the Navy 
before teaching for 11 years at TRHS 
and is instrumental for starting Troy 
High School’s Cyber Patriot Team 
which has a remarkable record compet-
ing in the Air Force Association’s 
National Cyber Patriot Youth Cyber 
Defense Challenge. Commander 
Stubblefield retires from TRHS this year 
to focus on Cybersecurity instruction, an 
area which faces a national need of addi-
tional knowledgeable practitioners. 
2023/24 Student Calendar Change 

Dr. Ed Atkinson, Assistant 
Superintendent of Human Resources, 
resubmitted a corrected version of the 
2023/24 student calendar with the first 
day of school as August 14, 2023 not 
August 4. 

Getting Ready for the New Year

The dates for the upcoming year are: 
• January 17, 2023    
• January 31, 2023  
 (Special Board Meeting – Goals) 
• February 16, 2023  
 (Special Board Meeting –  
 Study Session–Procedures/Protocols)  
• February 21, 2023 
• March 14, 2023 
• April 18, 2023 
• May 16, 2023 
• June 13, 2023 

• June 20, 2023 
• July 25, 2023 
• August 15, 2023 
• August 22, 2023  
 (Special Board Meeting,  
 Superintendent Evaluation) 
• September 12, 2023 
• October 17, 2023 
• November 14, 2023 
• December 12, 2023 
 

The Fullerton School District is located in northern Orange County, California and 
serves over 11,600 students in grades TK – 8th. The Fullerton School District 
includes 21 schools, 15 elementary schools, two K-8th grade schools, three middle 
schools, and a distance learning and home school model.  

The mission of the Fullerton School District is to work collaboratively with the 
community to provide an innovative, high-quality educational program for all stu-
dents in a safe learning environment. The District motto, “Great Schools - 
Successful Kids” exemplifies the belief that all students will achieve academic 
excellence, acquire interpersonal skills, and develop technological expertise to con-
tribute as productive citizens in a democratic society.  

For more information, call 714/447-7400 or visit www.fullertonsd.org

Congressional App 
Challenge Award 



snowflakes to form.  
The reason why it 

doesn’t snow here in 
Southern California is 
because it is rare for 
our temperature to get below freezing. 
However, according to an OC Register 
article, back in the 1930s and '40s, it 
actually used to snow in Orange County. 
There were icy roads in Laguna Beach 
and San Clemente, and nearly three 
inches of snow were recorded in 
Orange, Tustin, and Irvine. As recently 
as the winter of 2014, the residents of 
South Orange County cities, like San 
Juan Capistrano, Rancho Santa 
Margarita, and Irvine, woke up to a 
snowy morning.  

According to the Environmental 
Defense Fund, snow might actually 
increase due to climate change. The 
warmer the planet is, the more water 
evaporates into the air, causing more 
precipitation. Even though we haven’t 
seen snow in Fullerton, our chance of 
getting snow is not zero.
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What’s Trending by Irene, 11th gradeView Point by Mateo, 9th grade

Featured Pet & Endangered Animal Trivia by Rosie, 6th grade

Incredibly Intelligent 
Dylan

Meet Dylan, a four-year-old Blue Nose 
Pitbull! Blue Nose Pit Bulls are a variant of 
the standard Pitbull. They carry a rare reces-
sive color gene. Although I admit that Dylan 
is not very blue, I think I see a slight shade 
of violet in his nose. Loyal as… your sister 
(this is a very relative simile), Dylan is a 
Velcro dog. (No, there are no Velcro cats.) 
He is incredibly intelligent and knows the 
textbook definition of sitting, paw-shaking, 
laying, and accepts treats gently. Dylan 
appreciates walking outdoors and walks 
with dignity and eloquence on the leash. He 
makes it an art. He even stops to sniff flow-
ers on the way. Enjoying all the attention he 
can get, Dylan will do best in a home where 
he can hog all the attention and not have to 
share any. He’s kind of stingy with attention.   

Animal ID#: A1780612 
Call (714) 935-6848 to schedule an 

appointment today! (Walk-ins wel-
come.) Or visit ocpetinfo.org

Q: What kind of bear 
is white? 
A: The Polar bear. 
(Duh). And also the 
lesser known Spirit 
Bear, or Kermode 
bear. Their population number is dwin-
dling because their habitat, the forests 
on the coast of British Columbia, is 
dwindling. These bears can catch fish 
more easily than their darker colored 
cousins because their shadow is less 
prominent. When a bear’s shadow falls 
onto the lake, the fish notice and swim 
away. The male bears can grow up to 4-
6 feet long. Spirit bears come from nor-
mal black bears, just like how black pan-
thers come from normal panthers. Spirit 
bears are a one-out-of-ten kind. To pro-
duce a white bear, both parents must 
carry the specific genes.

Amid joyous holiday festivities, one 
family stands apart from the crowd with 
its gothic aesthetics and dark quirks.  

Netflix’s recent spinoff of the Addams 
Family series, “Wednesday,” is making 
headlines as one of the streaming ser-
vice’s most-viewed English-language 
TV shows. Since its Nov. 23 premiere, 
the show garnered views totaling over a 
whopping 750 million hours, coming in 
No.3 behind “Stranger Things 4” and 
“Dahmer – Monster: The Jeffrey 
Dahmer Story.” Based on its current 
standings, the series holds great promis-
es of surpassing one billion hours within 
the first month of its release.  

The show follows the main character 
Wednesday Addams (Jenna Ortega) and 
her journey through Nevermore 
Academy as she masters her psychic 

ability and uncovers a murder mystery. 
Viewers, for the most part, have 
expressed overwhelming support for the 
series and its lead actress. In fact, 
TikTok users have flooded the app with 
memes and recreations of some iconic 
scenes, including Ortega’s awkward 
dance clip in episode four. Becoming an 
instant social media trend, creators have 
emulated Ortega’s moves with their per-
sonal spin, driving even more traction 
toward the production. While 
“Wednesday” is not the most typical 
example of a hit holiday TV series, this 
year things are looking a bit different for 
the entertainment industry.  
https://deadline.com/2022/12/wednes-
day-netflix-third-most-popular-english-

language-tv-series-ratings-
1235191127/amp/  

Out of the Ordinary

Are school lunches 
that bad?

The topic of school lunch is arguably 
one of the most controversial subjects in 
public schools. It seems to be one of 
California’s top priorities, as proven by 
the many attempts to implement school 
lunch programs across the most popu-
lous state. For example, right before the 
start of the 2022-2023 school year, the 
state’s Department of Education 
implemented the Universal 
Meals program, one that offers 
free lunch meals to all public 
school students no matter their 
financial situation. This greatly 
increased the accessibility of 
lunches for students, a huge step 
towards solving this longtime 
issue. Although, some notable 
concerns have been circulating 
among the students: how good is 
the quality of these free lunches?  

Are they nutritious enough to 
support a healthy lifestyle, and 
are they appetizing enough for 
kids to actually enjoy them? 
Many videos of students show-
ing off their grotesque school 
meals are going viral and circu-
lating around the Internet every 
day, but just how accurate are 
they? Here is the truth about 
these public school lunches, 
including a first-hand account of 
my schoolmate who eats school 
lunches at my own school. 

To start, school lunches are definitely 
filled with an abundance of nutrients. In 
fact, it is against the law to go over a cer-
tain number of calories in each meal, as 
well as to leave out fruits and vegetables 
from the daily meals, according to the 
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act passed 
in 2010. Nevertheless, that does not nec-
essarily mean that these lunches are 
healthy enough for consumption by 

Christmas Vibe by Erin, 8th grade

Snow in Fullerton? 
There’s a Chance! 

 
Winter is here and that means making 

snowmen and snowball fights in most 
states, but not on the coastal lowlands of 
Southern California including Fullerton. 
The weather has to be around 32 degrees 
Fahrenheit for snow, icicles, and 

young students. Most 
of the food made in 
school cafeterias could 
be using processed 
ingredients, food dye, 
and other items that 
are not particularly good for the human 
body which can directly impact a stu-
dent’s learning capability. They can 
affect  attention span, energy level, and 
even behavior that can lead to one’s suc-
cess or failure when it comes to school-
work, tests, and overall student perform-
ance, which is why it is so important that 
schools value their nutrition.  

To confirm these findings, I conducted 
a short interview with a student at my 
high school who happens to eat the free 
school lunch offered just about every 
day. He claimed that, on most days, the 
food is actually decent, rating it a 6 out 
of 10. They are definitely not culinary 
masterpieces, but they taste good 
enough to be somewhat enjoyable. The 
student also noted that the food is able to 
keep him going for the last few hours of 
his day.  

He participates in extracurric-
ular activities after each school 
day, and even with all of the 
physical demands they present 
him with, he still feels energized 
and fresh. This confirms that the 
nutrition included in school 
lunches is significantly more 
effective and beneficial to one’s 
health than was initially 
assumed. However, the student 
noted that the most concerning 
problems with the lunches were 
their overall appearance, and 
lack of variety that can tank 
one's appetite and mood for the 
rest of the day.  

Public school meals’ nutrition 
values and healthiness may not 
necessarily be the problem. It 
seems that most lunches are suit-
able for students. However, the 
true issue resides in the meal's 
visual appeal and variety. If the 
food does not look good or the 
menu is highly repetitive, the 
students will not be as inclined 

to eat  as they should. I think that public 
schools should offer more variety in the 
menu, and make the food look and taste 
more appetizing while maintaining the 
same amount of nutrients and health 
benefits. Only then will America’s 
school lunch truly meet the needs of the 
students. 

 
Sources: deseret.com, draxe.com
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TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

If Steven Spielberg had been a novelist 
instead of a filmmaker, we would call 
“The Fabelmans” his Bildungs-roman, 
an exploration of the influences and pro-
gression from a recalled childhood and 
adolescence into adulthood. James 
Joyce wrote his “Portrait of the Artist as 
a Young Man”; Charles Dickens wrote 
his “David Copperfield.” Of course, 
Spielberg does not have the gift with 
words that these artists had, but his cre-
ativity found its outlet in the power of 
pictures, fifty-four a second, to recreate 
the life forces that molded him and 
resulted in movies as diverse and mem-
orable as “Jaws,” “Saving Private 
Ryan,” “Schindler’s List,” and “E.T.” 

Eight-year-old Sammy Fabelman 
(Mateo Zoryon Francis-De Ford) goes 
to his first movie with his parents, Mitzi 
(Michelle Williams) and Burt (Paul 
Dano). It’s 1952 and the movie is “The 
Greatest Show on Earth.” Squirming 
through most of it, Sammy comes alive 
at the end as he witnesses the on-screen 
train crash and the mayhem that ensues. 
Burt, a scientist and engineer, explains 
to Sammy how this scene was created 
using miniatures. Sammy asks his par-
ents for a train and some toys. Using a 
home movie camera, he recreates the 
crash he has seen on the screen. His 
father is furious about his destruction of 
all the toys they have given him, but 
Mitzi, ever creative and playful herself, 
is amused and impressed with her son’s 
achievement. 

The dissent between his two parents 
remains a theme throughout the movie. 
Trained as a classical musician, Mitzi 
frequently plays the Steinway in the 
family’s living room and has some 
regret for the creative life she gave up to 
marry, care for a home, and raise a fam-
ily. She has a zest for life and seeks 
adventure even when it means putting 
her four children into their family car 
and driving as they chase a tornado they 
can see in the distance. Burt worries 
about Mitzi’s impulsiveness but a close 
family friend, Benny (Seth Rogan), 

enjoys and encourages her adventurous 
spirit.  

The family moves from their New 
Jersey home to Arizona, where Burt gets 
a well-paying job designing data storage 
files. The family enjoys the desert and 
Sammy gets a better camera so he can 
continue creating films, even making a 
war movie in which he uses all of the 
boys in his Scout Troop as soldiers. 
Gradually he learns the power of film to 
reveal character and to influence audi-
ence opinions and reactions. But an even 
better job opportunity causes Burt to 
move his family to northern California, 
where the change in high schools is hard 
on Sammy. He is short in stature and 
does not excel in sports; in addition, 
anti-Semitism and name calling are ram-
pant in his high school. But he does 
achieve some fame and admiration, as 
well as some jealousy and derision, 
when he films Senior Ditch Day and the 
film is screened at the Senior Prom 

The move has also been hard on Mitzi, 
who misses the freedom of the desert 
and the companionship of their family 
friend Benny. She is so desperate for 
amusement that she purchases a pet 
monkey, who has the run of the house 
and whom the rest of the family barely 
tolerates. A visit from eccentric Uncle 
Boris (Judd Hirsch), a circus performer 
and riveting storyteller, has some impact 
on the family with his message that a 
person possessing a talent will regret a 
life not spent pursuing that talent. 

Burt and Mitzi’s marriage finally dis-
solves and Sammy, losing interest in 
college, moves to Los Angeles hoping to 
find an entry level job in the motion pic-
ture industry.  The movie ends on an 
enigmatic but delightful note as Sammy 
gets to meet briefly his most admired 
director, John Ford (David Lynch), who 
spends more time lighting his cigar than 
he spends talking to Sammy. 

The movie was co-written with 
screenwriter Tony Kushner and is 
appearing in theaters.

Rachel Lears, the Director of the new 
documentary To the End, a documentary  
about the climate movement, also pro-
duced and did the cinematography. 

“My previous film, Knock Down the 
House, came out in 2019 and is stream-
ing on Netflix now. It’s about four 
women running for Congress in 2018, 
including AOC’s first Congressional 
race. Without political experience or 
corporate money, they build a move-
ment of insurgent candidates challeng-
ing powerful incumbents in Congress. 
Their efforts resulted in a legendary 
upset,” said Lears. 

“With To the End, I’ve been working 
for over four years to capture a raw 
unflinching look at the struggle to stop 
the climate crisis, the generation of new 
leaders fighting the good fight, and what 
it takes to create historic change in cli-

mate politics,” Lears said, “I hope that 
the story of To the End resonates with 
you, as much as me. I knew that this was 
a story that had to be told and document-
ed. This is something that we’ll look 
back on as a turning point in our histo-
ry.” 

This film spotlights AOC, Varshini 
Prakash (Sunrise Movement’s founder), 
Rhiana Gunn-Wright, and Alexandra 
Rojas. Sunrise Movement is featured 
prominently in the film because this is a 
story about the next generation of fight-
ers. This is about our youth stepping up 
to protect the planet that they will inher-
it. 

“Watching Sunrisers mobilize gave me 
hope for the future and what we can 
achieve through organizing, advocacy, 
and community,” said Lears.

Documentary activist, Rachel Lears, tells  
the inspiring story of people that do the work 

for the healthy world we all want to live in

MON, TUES,WED  
through DECEMBER 20 

• 8pm: The MistleTones: Maverick 
Theater: Join us as The MistleTones 
ring in the Christmas season with their 
own brand of hilarious holiday fun. 
Tickets $25 

110 E Walnut Ave, unit B, Fullerton 
(714) 526-7070   mavericktheater.com    

TUES,  DECEMBER 20, 6PM-7PM 
• Chanukah Concert & Art Festival: 
Yorba Linda Library Cultural Arts 
Center: Chabad Beth Meir Hacohen 
Concert & Menorah Lighting featuring 
hot latkes & doughnuts, balloon artist, 
live graffiti artist, Chanukah crafts for 
kids, music performance with Isaac 
Gordon. Free.  

RSVP to www.OCJewish.com 
4802 Lakeview Ave., Yorba Linda  

657-242-4660 

THE FABELMANS: Two Hits

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  
through DECEMBER 23 

• Santa Claus kidnapped by Martians!: 
Maverick Theater: This holiday season 
join Santa on a madcap adventure in 
outer space! Performed with a light 
hearted style that is suitable for children 
and even cranky adults, this show is 
restricted to ages 5 and up. $30/$15 
(kids under 10) 

110 E Walnut Ave, unit B, Fullerton 
(714) 526-7070   mavericktheater.com  

WED, THURS, FRI 
DECEMBER 21,22, & 23 

• 7:45pm: Little Women: The 
Broadway Musical: Chance Theater at 
the Bette Aitken Theater Arts Center: 
based on the novel. By Louisa May 
Alcott, directed by Casey Long, music 
by Jason Howland 

5522 E La Palma Drive, Anaheim 
888-455-4212 (M-F 12-3pm) 

www.chancetheater.com
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 
• 7:30pm: Hawaiian Christmas 
Concert with Jim Kimo West 
Join grammy winner Jim Kimo West and 
special guests for a night of soothing 
Hawaiian slack key Christmas songs and 
hula! 
Let Kimo's "nahenahe" sound be the 
soundtrack for your holidays! $30 

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center  
714-738-6595  info@themuck.org 
1201 W. Malvern Ave, Fullerton

LIGHT SHOWS  
AROUND TOWN 

• Fullerton Christmas Light Show 
1601 N Mountain View Pl, Fullerton 
• Sparkle Balls 
637-621 N Yale Ave, Fullerton

The Fullerton Museum Center is pro-
viding a Creative Co-Op Wine and Paint 
series to the local community through a 
sip and paint event.  

I attended the December 9th Wine & 
Paint Night: Abstract Portraits session 
and was painting abstract portraits of the 
Mona Lisa in no time. There were only 
a few of us, but we were ready to learn. 
I'm not an artist, but I like art, and I do 
enjoy wine and painting. 

Our instructor was Shay Jones, the 
communication coordinator for the 

Wine & Paint Night: 
Abstract Portraits 

 by Sara Kil

Fullerton Museum Center, and she was 
kind and talked about abstract painting. 

What does "abstract painting" mean? 
Abstract art is art that does not attempt 
to represent an accurate depiction of a 
visual reality but instead uses shapes, 
colors, forms, and gestural marks to 
achieve its effect. 

Did you know? 
If you look closely, you can see Mona 

Lisa is wearing a veil. Bruno Mottin, an 
expert at the Louvre, believes this is a 
guarnello, which was traditionally used 
by women while pregnant or just after 
giving birth. 

Jones gave us three primary colors to 
use, which are red, yellow, and blue. She 
also gave us white paint, and white will 
lighten a color, but it does not brighten a 
color. 

She told us to trace with yellow; the 
yellow color palette can be used as an 
additive, mixed with different pigments 
to add light and brightness for glazes 
and lighter tones. 

Jones mention creating a shadow on 
her face. What does shadowing in art 
mean? 

If art can be defined as creating visual 
or auditory elements that express the 
author's imaginative or technical skill, 
then shadowing in art represents those 
skills in play with shadows. Drawing 
lines out of the insubstantial, creating 
forms out of something that isn't there. 

Jones gave us step-by-step directions 
explaining the process. She gave us 
plenty of time in between to paint and 
sip wine. She was there to help us if we 
had questions on how to improve our 
work. It was a fun night and there was 
wine. 

 
The next Wine & Paint Night:  

Dream Collages on Friday, Jan. 13, 
2023, from 6:30 to 9pm at the Fullerton 

Museum Center Located at 301 N. 
Pomona Ave Fullerton.  

For more information, please 
visit:www.fullertonmuseum.com/events

Santa Came to the Fullerton Train Station! 

Luis Rios and his son Dylan enjoy the hospitality of Santa’s helper,  
Anastasia Norris and Santa, aka Eric Shishima. 

The Fullerton Train Museum once 
again hosted Santa in his efforts to reach 
out to local children. Visitors were 
greeted by Santa, aka Eric Shishima, and 
Santa’s helper, Anastasia Norris. on 
December 17. Santa handed out gift 
packets of hot chocolate and festive hol-
iday stickers to all the children.  

Mary Proctor, treasurer of the 
Fullerton Museum, noted that Santa’s 
visit is just one of four special events 

held throughout the year. The others 
include Halloween, Easter, and Railroad 
Days.  

Visitors were also invited to a free tour 
of the train cars, including the 1929 
Santa Fe Steel Way car/caboose, the 
1942 Union Pacific Tall Cupola steel 
caboose, and the 1949 Union Pacific 
dormitory-lounge for the upper crust of 
train travelers in the 1950s.  

Report and photo by Gerri McNenny 

Fullerton  
Museum Center 

THROUGH DECEMBER 30  
Picturing America’s Pastime: 
The Hall of Fame’s collection of 
approximately 350,000 unique 
images is the world’s premiere repos-
itory of baseball photographs, span-
ning well over 150 years of the 
sport’s history accompanied by the 
words of those who were there.  

Fullerton Museum Center,  
301 N Pomona Ave.  

(714) 738-6545 
fullertonmuseum.com 

Winterfest OC 
OC Fair & Event Center 
88 Fair Dr.,  Costa Mesa 
www.winterfestoc.com 

Dec 22 thru Jan 1: 12noon to 10pm 
(except New Years Eve Dec 31, noon 
to 12:30am):  
The OC Fair Grounds are transformed 
into a winter wonderland with millions 
of lights and activities.. General 
Admission starts at $18/kids 3-12;  
$22/adults includes Carnival, Santa, 
Live Entertainment, North Pole Pop-
up, tree lighting & light displays. (See 
website for additional pricing of ice 
skating, tube slide, bumper cars and 
more)   

Pretend City  
Children’s Museum 
29 Hubble, Irvine 92618 

www.pretendcity.org  (949) 428-3900 
Friday Dec 23, 9am-4pm: Stop by to 
meet Santa from 9am to noon and 
engage in fun holiday art projects, sto-
ries and traditions from around the 
world. In the Philippines, lots of people 
celebrate with a beautiful parol! Make 
your own parol ornament out of paper, 
string, and tissue paper! In Japan, people 
also give gifts to each other, but they use 
an eco-friendly cloth called furoshiki! 
Using cloth and markers, make your 
own eco-friendly wrapping that you can 
give to a loved one this holiday season! 
Play in a winter wonderland sensory 
table with fake snow! Storytime at 11am 
and 2:30pm. $20/adults & kids over 1-
year old; Military & Family $17; 
$3/EBT card holders 

Brea Improv 
180 S Brea Blvd, Brea 92821 

Https://improv.com/brea 
714-482-0700 

Dec 21: Sara Weinshenk &  
            Kim Congdon 
Dec 22: Nate Craig 
Dec 23: Craig Shoemaker & 
            Jeff Dye 
Dec 28: Sophie Buddle &  
            Robby Hoffman 
Dec 29-31: Mo Amer 
Jan 4: Jason Ellis 
Jan 5-8: Russell Peters 
Jan 11: Rex Navarrete 
Jan 12: Julie Kim 
Jan 13-14: Chris D’Elia

Sophie Buddle & Robby Hoffman  
at Brea Improve
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Healthy Awareness 
 by Jo Ann Branno   ck, Ph.D. © 2022

DECEMBER & STRESS:  
How to enjoy the holidays 

The holiday season is fast approach-
ing!  One day after the Thanksgiving 
turkey is carved and enjoyed by our 
family and friends, along comes the 
shopping frenzy commonly referred to 
as Black Friday! A time when we rush to 
the stores to buy holiday gifts at dis-
counted prices! Or we take advantage of 
Cyber Monday where we go online to 
buy gifts at low prices! During the 
month of December, we also celebrate 
Kwanzaa commemorating African fami-
ly social values and the Jewish 
holiday, Hanukkah, for the 
rededication of the Second 
Temple in the 2nd century. 

It seems that the holidays 
begin earlier each year where 
now we see holiday displays in 
stores even before Halloween. 
How do we enjoy the holiday 
season without some of the 
stress that seems to go along 
with it? Stress from feeling like 
you need to come up with the 
most unique and thoughtful gift 
or trying to figure out how you 
are going to pay for those gifts 
and the holiday decorations.   

It can be a very stressful time 
for many of us because of the 
financial demands we put on 
ourselves. To help with the 
financial strain of the holidays, 
you may want to discuss setting limits of 
how much a gift should cost with your 
relatives, for example no more than 
$25.00.  Or consider decreasing the 
number of people you are giving gifts to 
such as drawing names from the pool of 
relatives to buy for.     

There are ways to navigate through 
this often stressful and difficult time of 
year by enjoying the gifts we have in our 
relationships with our families and 
friends. Spending time with the people 
in your life you truly enjoy. Caring 
about those who are alone and lifting 
their spirits by spending time with them 
and listening to their stories.  
Volunteering at a homeless shelter or 
church that provides meals during the 
holidays. Donating clothing such as 
warm socks and coats to organizations 
that give to the homeless. Buying toys 
for families in need through your local 
church, fire department (toy drives) or 
“giving” trees.   

We can be grateful for what we have 
and how we can help those who are in 
need. The best gift is not to receive but 
to give of ourselves to others whether it 
be gifts or your time.  To gain a perspec-
tive of what the true meaning of the hol-
idays is try meditation, breathing slowly, 
taking walks, and even smiling more 
often to help in becoming more mindful.   

A couple of stories come to mind 
when I think of what the holidays truly 
mean.  I remember reading of a young 

boy who wanted an expensive 
skateboard but after seeing the 
plight of the homeless, he told 
his parents to use that money to 
buy blankets and food for the 
homeless. He was reminded of 
living in a shelter when his fam-
ily’s home burnt down three 
years ago.  

Another story that describes 
what the holidays mean is when 
I saw a homeless person 
wrapped in a rain-soaked blan-
ket wearing only one shoe and 
carrying a piece of bread. It 
reminded me that it is important 
to give to others less fortunate 
or to give to a favorite charity. 
You can check out the authen-
ticity of a charity to ensure that 
your donation is going to the 
cause through these websites: 

• www.give.org  
• www.charitywatch.org 
• www.charitynavigator.org 
• www.guidestar.org 

Lastly, as the New Year quickly 
approaches, I need to say something 
about the unkept resolutions we make 
each year. I suggest that you do not 
waste time coming up with resolutions 
which are typically not kept anyway. I 
learned the following from a 
Celebration of Life service I attended 
recently which is to focus on the mean-
ing of your life by answering the follow-
ing questions:  

1) Why am I here? (everyone is here 
for a reason) 
2) What am I supposed to be doing? 
3) How do I go about doing it?   
Finding a purpose in your life is more 

important and lasting than an unkept 
resolution. I want to wish everyone a 
wonderful holiday season and a healthy 
and happy new year!

Fullerton Collaborative hosts 
Fentanyl awareness by Jo Ann Brannock 

The Fullerton Collaborative hosted an 
event on December 12, 2022, on the 
dangers of fentanyl in our community. 
In the last 12 months there has been a 
rise in the use of fentanyl in Orange 
County among the 13- to 15-year-olds 
with the highest death rates among the 
millennial adults (30- to 39-year-olds). 
In this year 20 million counterfeit pills 
have been confiscated in Orange 
County. 

Presenters were: Ray Flores, School 
Safety and Wellness Consultant for the 
Fullerton School District and former 
City of Fullerton police officer; Anne 
Stenton, Fullerton School District 
Student Success Mentor; and Allen 
Whitten, Director of the Student 
Support Services for the Fullerton Joint 
Union High School District and former 
principal of Sunny Hills.     

Why do students take drugs mixed 
with fentanyl? For some students what 
drives them to take drugs in the first 
place can be the need to connect with 
others, to relieve anxiety and stress, or 
they are curious. The majority of people 

do not know drugs such as marijuana, 
Xanax and Adderall obtained from street 
dealers contains fentanyl. Adolescents 
also, do not believe they are vulnerable 
and can die.   

If a drug is bought off the streets these 
days, one can be almost 100% sure that 
it contains this deadly drug, fentanyl. 
Why do drug dealers put fentanyl in 
these drugs one might ask? The answer 
is they get a faster and more dramatic 
high, but the amount of fentanyl, the 
size of a pencil tip can kill.   

An event addressing the Opioid Crisis 
in Orange County will be held on 
Thursday, January 26, 2023 from 5:30 to 
7pm at the Fullerton Union High School 
Theater, 201 E. Chapman Avenue.   

This community forum is being held 
to share information about the dangers 
of drug use and how surging fentanyl 
deaths are preventable. Support and 
resources will also be available. The 
event is hosted by the OC Board of 
Supervisors, Doug Chaffee, the 
Fullerton Joint Union School District 
and the OC Health Care Agency. 
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PHOTO CURTESY OF THE FULLERTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

DUI Suspect Crashes Car into Barranca  
Captain Jon Radus confirmed that police and fire crews responded to the intersec-

tion of Pomona and Union at 2:15am on Dec 17 on a report that a car had crashed 
and flipped upside down into the flood control channel. The 23-year-old driver of 
the 2013 Dodge Dart was lifted out on a stretcher and taken to the hospital with 
minor injuries. She was charged with DUI and released. The passenger was not 
injured and climbed out of the barranca herself. 
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Meet the new protocols–same as the old? 
As this column goes to press, the viral 

trifecta that is COVID-19, RSV and 
influenza will be old news, but hopeful-
ly not dropped from the headlines. It 
would take something on the order of a 
DefCon 3 nuclear threat or a truly 
shocking revelation from the Trump 
Files (a propitiation to the Elder Gods 
by DJT, perhaps?) to knock this story 
completely off the 24/7 news feed. 

It started with Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus (RSV), which, as the name sug-
gests, affects the respiratory system by 
infecting the lungs and respira-
tory tract. It is a seasonal virus. 
Its symptoms resemble those for 
other respiratory ailments: 
fever, coughing, headache, etc. 
It particularly affects the elder-
ly, children and the immuno-
compromised. Most important: 
there is no vaccine. Yet. 

It’s not hard to picture what 
happened: with the seasonal 
focus on the flu and the latest 
COVID variants, RSV snuck in 
under the radar and by 
November 17, a week before 
Thanksgiving, the nation’s 
emergency rooms were filling 
with patients young and old suf-
fering from one or two or even three of 
these viruses. In my case, as in many 
others, it was exposure to RSV, followed 
by COVID. I partly blame myself: care-
lessness with personal hygiene, espe-
cially dangerous in an environment like 
a shelter, where you are literally sur-
rounded by hundreds of people with 
varying ages, health conditions and 
hygiene issues. But perhaps it was 
inevitable. 

As you can imagine, this trifecta is an 
even bigger problem amongst the 
unhoused than in the general population. 
As hard as shelter providers work to 
sanitize their facilities–and they work 

their asses off, as your correspondent 
can attest–housing masses of men and 
women in dorm-like situations is by its 
nature going to create huge Petri dishes 
of bacteria and viruses looking for their 
next hosts. 

In any event, I was diagnosed by 
symptoms –not an antibody test, 
although there is one–with RSV. (Why 
not an antibody test? You’ll have to ask 
the good folks at Kaiser.) I was returned 
to the shelter, staying there until testing 
positive for COVID. Then, and only 

then, was I put in a quarantine 
situation. Apparently coughing 
up lungfuls of phlegm, nausea 
and fever were insufficient. 
Before being quarantined, I iso-
lated as much as possible, wore 
masks, and washed hands. But 
in the interim people may have 
been infected by yours truly.  

Of the nine days in quarantine 
(I was told it would be 10) I 
have this to say:  I was only 
tested once for COVID during 
my time there. I was not tested 
prior to my departure 
(Completion of Quarantine), 
nor were either of my two 
roommates. The beds were 

comfortable. Air quality was excellent, 
with a HEPA filter in the room. The food 
was first-rate, prepared at a local restau-
rant. Vitals (blood pressure, pulse, tem-
perature and respiration) were taken 
twice daily. There were regular bed 
checks after hours, and smoke breaks 
for the nicotinics.  

This was not special treatment for a 
VIP. This was the standard operating 
procedure for this particular recupera-
tion facility; an amalgam of consider-
able care and baffling negligence.  The 
quarantine period is dictated by how 
many days you’ve been isolated, not 
whether you test positive or negative 

AT HOME  
WITH THE HOMELESS  
by Andrew Williams © 2022 

before completion. 
And this echoes the history of our 

response to COVID and its fellow trav-
elers: shock, followed by panicky 
responses, then complacency. Ads seen 
constantly on social media: “We’re sick 
of COVID.” Do you think COVID gives 
a flying f@#$? Viruses don’t think. 
They replicate in order to exist. They 
don’t care if they kill babies and old 
people along the way. They don’t care if 
they take out artists and politicians who 
have great works yet to accomplish.  

There is some good news. There are 
several promising vaccines for RSV cur-
rently undergoing clinical trials.  And, 
hopefully, we’ve learned that over 
focusing on one or two nasty bugs can 
be a recipe for public health disasters.   

But there’s still the matter of the long 
game. Dealing with the social and finan-
cial costs of the fallout from long 

COVID–everything from brain fog to 
organ failure. Creating vaccines for 
RSV and any other bugs that could make 
the jump from perennial nuisance to 
next pandemic. And trust me, if you’d 
heard the kid next to me in the ER, 
you’d be all over this. When he wasn’t 
making the barking cough so indicative 
of RSV, he was sobbing with exhaustion 
and fear. 

The next time you see people wearing 
masks, whether alone in a car or in a 
store, give them slack. They’re doing it 
to protect you as well as themselves. 
You want to call them snowflakes on 
your social media? Go ahead. But in 
public, you respect an individual’s right 
to self-care, especially when it not only 
doesn’t infringe on yours, but acts to 
secure it. 

Better days are coming… 
if we work for them.

 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2022  • JonDobrer@mac.com

Holidays & Holy Days  
“The Sun Also Rises” Ecclesiastes 1:5 

Now is the time of celebrating life and 
hope—at least in the northern hemi-
sphere, where the winter solstice prom-
ises that the ever-setting and shrinking 
sun will also rise, rise again to warm our 
world, our flowers and fields, indeed our 
own hearts and souls. 

Yes, our world is beset with strife, 
anger, hatred, suffering, violence and the 
threat of yet greater violence. Still, we 
humans, since before historical times, 
before Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and 
Mohammad, before the Buddha, Set, 
Venus and Astarte have celebrated this 
time. We have gathered round bonfires, 
Yule logs, evergreen trees and feasted. 
Even today, with climate change prom-
ising apocalyptic fires, floods and 
droughts, with nations invading other 
nations and turning cities into dust, we 
do not surrender in despair.  

What do we do? We sing—carols and 
hymns. We feast, as best we can and 
gather around our homes, hearths and 
tables and share. We give gifts and while 
we can always criticize the commercial-
ization of our holidays and holy days, 

the basic purpose of any real gift is to 
bring a smile to the eyes of our children 
and to each other’s hearts. 

What do we do in these days of early 
winter with the certainty of 
coming suffering and the gath-
ering gloom of winter’s chal-
lenges? What do we do with the 
promise of cold and dark? We 
light candles. We light the can-
dles of the Chanukah menorah, 
the candles (hopefully no 
longer with actual flames) that 
go on evergreen Christmas 
trees. We light candles of the 
Kwanzaa Kinara. We light the 
many candles of the Hindu fes-
tival of Diwali. Persians com-
memorate the shortest day and 
longest night with Yalda which 
is symbolically and (etymologi-
cally) related to re-birth, the re-birth of 
the sun. 

Why do we do this in the very heart of 
darkness and not in the spring? Well, we 
do celebrate in the spring. When the sun 
has kept its promise and the world has 

warmed, we celebrate. Yet how great are 
our hopes and faith to celebrate the 
promise made by the solstice months 
before its promise is kept? 

Our ancient ancestors feared the dark. 
They were afraid the sun would keep 
sinking, the world continue cooling, the 
leaves turning and falling, as if dead and 
the boughs, no longer laden with fruit, 
now are bare and appear lifeless. Our 
hearts also can turn dark, cold and 
afraid. Our moods may go sullen and 

grow pessimistic because we 
sense, even if we do not know, 
that winter will exact a toll on 
us. 

We may want to curse the 
darkness but we are taught 
instead to light candles, to let 
each small and seemingly 
insignificant flickering flame 
give its light and warmth and 
combine their light and warmth 
to warm each other’s hearts and 
lives. 

It’s true that our holidays and 
holy days can lose their mean-
ing. We can become distracted 
by the pull of retail therapy and 

try futilely to buy peace and content-
ment. We can desacralize our Holy days 
and have spending without thought, eat-
ing and drinking without appreciation 
and gatherings out of habit and not love. 
But while all of these happen, we actu-

ally know better. Deep down we know 
that our job is to sing our faith in the 
return of life to our world and ourselves. 
We know that our greatest gift to each 
other and our world is being present to 
each other. Sending presents is of little 
utility. Being present is our gift. 
Showing up and not having answers and 
solutions but being good company in the 
winters that inevitably strike us all is our 
greatest and kindest gift. 

I now must confess to a slight of hand. 
I titled this essay “Holidays & Holy 
Days” as if they were somehow distinct 
and different. They are not. Holiday is a 
contraction of Holy and Day. Yet one 
seems secular—meaning without the 
challenge of theology or denomination 
and the other (the Holy one) seems 
somehow more clearly religious and in 
need of a theology or doctrine of what 
we may mean by “Holy.”  

May I encourage us not to over-think 
this. Simply be mindful that the ordi-
nary, the every day miracles of life, the 
cycles of the seasons of the skies and 
our own hearts are sanctified, made holy 
by our mindfulness or choice of being 
present to the shared miracles that have 
many names, many different chants and 
rituals, many explanations. All of our 
beautiful differences enhance the light 
we create and share and help us to warm 
the season with hope, joy and generosity 
of spirit. 
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SEND YOUR OPINION: We print all that we can fit. Thanks!  
contact@fullertonobserver.com or mail to:  

Fullerton Observer,  PO Box 7051 Fullerton CA 92834

LETTERS TO EDITOR

RE: One-Year Agreement with Illumination Foundation  
for Homeless Shelter Services Article 

Transparency here would be useful. 
The $40/bed price seems to be closer to 
what the Buena Park Navigation Shelter 
charges, but the BPNS has an almost 
shockingly awful success rate. Only 
about 5-10% of the people who go there 
end up moving up to transitional hous-
ing. Illumination Foundation claims to 
have a 70-75% success rate. 

But none of this means much without 
transparency. And I would encourage 
the Fullerton Observer to continue talk-
ing to IF / the City and perhaps we can 
come to see a solution. 

What I do objectively see is a facility 
with 90 navigation beds (and 60 addi-
tional recuperative care beds, that pretty 
much every senior sleeping on our 
streets would be eligible for) in a city 

with 200+ people sleeping on the streets 
each day (by the 2022 PIT Count) and 
the city choosing to contract for only 20 
of those beds. 

I at least understand this to mean that 
the City Council has chosen to keep 200 
people sleeping on its streets essentially 
forever. 

The FNC isn’t the only way to go. As 
Curtis Gamble suggested hotel vouchers 
would be better (though more expen-
sive, though again probably more effec-
tive). 

But right now the BP / Placentia shel-
ters are always full, this one is almost 
always largely empty and 200+ people 
languish sleeping on our streets to the 
consternation of all. 

Dennis Kriz Fullerton 
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Sarah Louise Hysell 1926-2022 
Sarah Louise Hysell, 96, of Fullerton, died Saturday. Her 

family moved to California in 1940 from West Plains, 
Missouri. She met her husband of 65 years, her first day 
here when her family arrived in Fullerton. In-between car-
ing for her family she worked at The United States Post 
Office during the Holidays, National Cash Register and 
Fluidmaster. 

She is survived by her son, Gary William Hysell; daugh-
ter in law, Kathy Hysell,  Daughter, Linda Brown Petrosino, son-in-law, Vincent 
Petrosino, Grandsons, Eric and Matthew Hysell, Katie Hysell, (Erics Wife) and 
Great Grandchildren, Claire Louise and Ruth. Brother Jim Huss, sister in law 
Barbara, of Yorba Linda, and many nieces and nephews.

It is with great sorrow that the 
Wallace family announces the passing 
of their beloved Craig Wallace on Dec. 
7, 2022. 

Craig was born September 25, 1942 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota to William 
Lindsay Wallace and Adelphia 
”Delphy” Virginia Brackley Wallace.  
Growing up, Craig became an Eagle 
Scout and discovered his love and pas-
sion for the history of the United 
States by attending a National Boy 
Scout Jamboree at Valley 
Forge, Pennsylvania in 
1957.  In 1964, he earned a 
BA in Social Science from 
the University of Redlands 
and went on to earn a MS in 
Computer Science from 
Azusa Pacific University. 

He married his wife, Alice 
on August 15, 1964.  
Together, they had two children Tami 
Kittle and Billy Wallace.  Craig spent 
most of his career as a teacher at Parks 
Junior High School in Fullerton. 
Besides his exceptional teaching in the 
classroom, Craig spent all of his time 
outside of the classroom organizing an 
annual trip for 8th grade students to 
travel to the east coast visiting histori-
cal spots.  From 1974-2009, Craig 
spent 35 years leading students to 
Washington DC teaching them first 
hand what no textbook could offer.  
Although this trip happened in the 
spring, it was a year-round passion for 
the Fullerton teacher as he helped stu-
dents earn money for their trips 
through countless car washes, yard 

sales, and art shows. He led thousands 
of students on this trip showing them 
such sites as Monticello, Mt. Vernon, 
Williamsburg, Yorktown, Memorials 
and Government buildings in DC as 
well as Gettysburg and Philadelphia.  
At each place, he taught of the sacri-
fice and history of our great nation.  
After retiring, Craig spent another 9 
years leading trips at Rancho-Starbuck 
Intermediate school in Whittier total-
ing 44 trips with students and count-

less other adult tours on his 
own. 

Craig always gave of his 
time to help others. After 
retiring, he volunteered at 
Habitat for Humanity, 
worked in the Rancho-
Starbuck library, substituted 
at both Parks and Rancho for 
5 years, and served as an 

Elder and Committee Chairman at 
Fullerton First Christian Church. 

He was a cherished husband, father, 
and soccer coach.  He is survived by a 
loving family including: his wife 
Alice, his children Tami and Billy, 
daughter-in-law Gloria, granddaugh-
ters Jordan Lee and Taylor Lindsay, 
MaryAnn, Janene and Mikey as well 
as Great-grandchild Lorenzo . 

A memorial service was held 
Saturday, December 17th @ 10:30 am 
at Fullerton First Christian Church 109 
E. Wilshire Avenue Fullerton 92832. 
In lieu of flowers, please make dona-
tions available to Habitat for 
Humanity.

Craig Kent Wallace 1942-2022

Our Brothers and Sisters  
who died in Orange County  

“Without Fixed Abode”  
Homeless in November, 2022  

(source: OC Coroner’s Office) 

Died on Nov. 1 
Jason DOUGLAS, Huntington Beach 

Frank VO, Anaheim 
Died on Nov. 2 

Richard FOXWORTH JR., Buena Park 
Died on Nov. 3 

Brian FOLSOM, Garden Grove 
Steven HICKS, Cypress 

Died on Nov. 5 
Jeremy JOHNSON, Garden Grove 

Died on Nov. 6 
Efrain SANDOVAL, Orange 
Mason CASTRO, Anaheim 

Hung TRAN, Anaheim 
Robert RICE, Capistrano Beach 

Died on Nov. 7 
Michael KLASSEN, Huntington Beach 

Christopher HAGEMAN,  
Mission Viejo 

Antonio HERNANDEZ,  
Newport Beach 

John BURLESON JR., Stanton 
Died on Nov. 9 

Kurtis ZEIGLER, Huntington Beach 
Died on Nov. 11 

Brenda SZAKALL, Santa Ana 
Anton JENSTAD, Santa Ana 
David SMITH, Garden Grove 

Richard ALDAY, La Habra 
Died on Nov. 12 

Michael BOLTZ, Orange 
Died on Nov. 13 

German SANCHEZ, Santa Ana 
Gilberto ESTRADA, Anaheim 

Died on Nov. 14 
Denise BECKER, Anaheim 

Died on Nov. 15 
Todd KING, Huntington Beach 

Died on Nov. 17 
Scott SIMMONS, Huntington Beach 

Escobar GARCIA, Stanton 
Died on Nov. 18 

Ron KAPUR,  Laguna Beach 
Dirk WHITE,  Tustin 

Died on Nov. 20 
Leedora WASHINGTON, Santa Ana 

Died on Nov. 22 
Loren WESLEYSON, Stanton 

Died on Nov. 23 
Jason YOUNG, Orange 

Damian FARROUX, Garden Grove 
Luke DAGUE, Fullerton 

Jose GARCIA,  Garden Grove 
Died on Nov. 24 

Petru ILIE,  Santa Ana 
Tuyen PHAM, Huntington Beach 

Died on Nov. 25 
Thong NGUYEN, Garden Grove 

Died on Nov. 26 
Michael GARCIA, Anaheim 
Erik SANSON, Santa Ana 

Michael CHADWICK, Orange 
Died on Nov. 27 

Jeff KINCAID, Costa Mesa 
Died on Nov. 28 

Lisa OLEA, Anaheim 
Died on Nov. 30 

Guy ADAMS,  Santa Ana 
John KELLY,  Westminster 
William BELDING, Orange 

 
May they rest in peace. 



Volunteer to be trained in the   
Trauma Intervention Program (TIP) 
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ANSWER KEY TO PUZZLE "HAPPY HOLIDAYS!" on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

Upcoming Volunteer Training Academy Schedule 
Becoming a TIP volunteer is a way 

of making a hands on difference in 
someone’s life when they really need 
someone. TIP volunteers are often 
called upon to support someone at the 
very worse time in their lives. 

Over a 2 week period, you will go 
through an intense 55 hour training by 
certified TIP national trainers on 
Emotional First Aid and Practical 

Care Support. After completion, vol-
unteers enter into a 3-Month Field 
Training Program where each trainee 
is paired up with a veteran volunteer. 
After the completion of the field train-
ing program, trainees graduate as TIP 
Volunteers. This ensures that all vol-
unteers are well prepared and ready to 
respond to 911 Emergency Calls with 
confidence and assurance. 

What you can expect 
Potential Volunteers understand and 
agree to: 
• Provide a $45.00 registration fee. 
• Driver’s license with working vehi-
cle and cell phone. 
• Must be a current resident in Orange 
County, CA. 
• Maintain a working cell phone, inter-
net access and an email account (you 
must have frequent access to internet 
and email to be a Volunteer). 
• Personal GPS Navigation System for 
routing to calls. 
• Attend mandatory monthly CE 
Meetings which are held the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month. 
• Complete fingerprinting and crimi-
nal background investigation. 
• Provide a DMV driving record print-

out (available online through each 
state’s website). 
• Provide a copy of auto insurance 
declarations page reflecting current 
coverage. 

TIP volunteers will be scheduled for 
3 "on call" shifts per month for 12 
hours each shift, 7am-7pm OR 7pm-
7am. You provide your availability for 
the month and 3 of those dates are 
scheduled for your shifts. 

Volunteers must show proof of 
Covid-19 vaccination. 

If you would like more  
information about TIP or  

the Training Academy,  
please contact us by phone  

at 949-354-3355 or visit 
TIPOC.ORG

LOOKING FOR OBSERVERS  
Volunteer for:   

• Calendar curating and layout  • Art Gallery & Mural reporter  
• Distribution (every Monday) 

WRITERS DEDICATED TO INFORMING THE PUBLIC ABOUT:  
 

• OC Water District, • Planning commission,  
• Parks and Rec, • OC Power Authority,  

• Affordable and Fair housing, • Transportation,  
• OC Board of Supervisors, and Crime Trends 

Email resume to:  
contact@fullertonobserver.com 

City of Fullerton Employment 
Apply online at: governmentjobs.com/careers/fullerton 

Full Time  
Adult Services Librarian 

Job Number: 2022-00169 
Salary $4K - $5K Monthly 

Fullerton Public Library, CA 
Closing 1/8/2023 

——————————————- 
• Community Center  

• Parks and Trails  
• Youth Service Division  

$15.00 Hr 
Fullerton Community Center 
303 W. Commonwealth Ave 

Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) 
Department: Parks and Recreation 
—————————————— 
Fire Dept Utility Worker I/II 

$15.50 Hr 
Fullerton Fire Department, CA 

Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)  
Department: Fire Department 
Applications will be accepted  

on a continuous basis 

Police Cadet  
$15.50 Hr 

Fullerton Police Department, CA 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)  

Department: Police Department 
This is an at-will/temporary/on-

call/non-benefited position limited to 
25 hrs per week 

—————————————- 
Police Dispatcher (Non-Regular) 

$26 Hr 
Fullerton Police Department, CA 

Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) 
Department: Police Department 

Police Dispatcher (hourly) 
This is an at-will/temporary/on-call/ 

non-benefited position.  
To be considered for this position, you 
must be a P.O.S.T. certified dispatcher. 

Please visit and JOIN  
the Facebook Group  

“Fullerton  
Arboretum  
Advocates”  

to find out MORE information  
and keep current about issue. 

Stories wanted:  
disastrous divorces, especially 
custody, especially with court 
appointed evaluators, for a new 
family law book.  

  Email: 
jak@judithkaluzny.com or 

write to: Judith A. Kaluzny,  
149 W Whiting Ave, Fullerton, 

California 92832

 
Send classified ad information to 

ads@fullertonobserver.com  
 

All ads must have name, local phone 
number, address, and licenses for 
contractors and home cooks must be 
up to date.  
 

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FOR LOCAL  
PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES ONLY.   

No animal sales. All ads will be ver-
ified. Any ad that can not be verified 
will not be printed. Classified ads 
are $15 for every 15 words. 
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When the BLOOZ Man Came to Town 
A Sit Down With Grammy Nominee, Grant Geissman

Grant Geissman delivered a virtuoso performance for “Fullertonites”  
at the Muckenthaler Cultural Center

On Saturday, December 17th, just a week 
before Christmas Eve residents of fourteen 
units found themselves unable to stay in 
their apartments. A fire at the Vine Fullerton 
Apartments that are located near 
Orangethorpe and Magnolia consumed 
seven garages and totally destroyed another 
five vehicles that were parked in carports 
across the roadway. Six residential units 
were physically damaged by the fire while 
another eight had no utilities.  

The Red Cross Disaster Action Team was 
interviewing those affected and arranging 
resources to help them over the weekend. 
They will be further assisted on Monday 

when case workers will follow up with 
longer term recovery support.              

Unfortunately this is a familiar response 
for the Red Cross, but occurring just before 
Christmas makes it harder to deal with for 
everyone involved.  

21 emergency vehicles provided a mutual 
aid response from the surrounding area to 
assure the fire was rapidly contained. The 
Fire Inspector was still investigating the 
cause of the fire. 

If you would like to help the families 
effected by this fire you can specify that 
donations to Red Cross go to help Vine 
Fullerton Apartment fire victims.

Apartment Fire Before Christmas 
Story and Photos by Jere Greene

by Angela Hatcher 
 

Along with fellow musicians, Kiki 
Ebsen, Terry Woolman, Bernie Dresel, 
and Steven Lawrence, one of the most 
exciting and prolific veteran guitarists 
and composers of our time, Mr. Grant 
Geissman delivered a virtuoso perform-
ance for “Fullertonites” and friends of 
the Muckenthaler Cultural Center, with 
the “The Muck’s” acclaimed rendition 
of “The Joni Mitchell Project” earlier 
this year. BLOOZ, Geissman’s 16th 
album, has been nominated for a 
GRAMMY Award for Best 
Contemporary Instrumental Album. 
Talking with Grant about music, here is 
what he had to say…   
Fullerton Observer: When did you start 
playing your instrument, and who were 
your early passions or influences?  

Grant Geissman:  I was eleven when 
I got my first guitar, a Martin acoustic, 
which was under the Christmas tree in 
1964. When the Beatles came out, I had 
badgered my parents for months and 
months for a guitar. I’m sure they 
thought I would outgrow it, but I kept 
bugging them, and so, under the tree that 
year, was a guitar! So, my early influ-
ences, like most people my age, were all 
the British invasion bands.  
FO: What was it about music and/or 
sound that drew you to it? 

Geissman: The first time I remember 
thinking that guitars were cool was see-
ing some kids a couple years older than 
me that had a surf music band, doing 
The Ventures tunes and stuff like that. 
They used to rehearse around the corner 
from my house, and I would run home 
after school to go hear them. I remember 
the chrome glinting off of a Fender 
Jaguar guitar and just thinking how great 
it would be to play in a band. 

FO: What is your creative process like? 
Geissman: For songwriting, I get a lit-

tle germ of an idea and go from there. 
Sometimes, a tune will present itself 
very quickly, and other times, I have to 
keep messing with it until it sounds good 
to me. And, occasionally, I have actually 
dreamed fairly big chunks of songs. 
One, in particular, is a tune called, “Did 
I Save?” which got a substantial amount 
of airplay. I dreamed the whole first sec-
tion of the tune, melody, and chords, and 
I forced myself awake and wrote it 
down. Then, I immediately wrote the 
bridge to it - without a guitar – just writ-
ing it down on the same scrap of paper I 
grabbed to write down the first part. The 
subconscious mind is an amazing thing.  
FO: You are an incredibly talented 
musician, composer, and author. What 
are you most proud of? 

Geissman: You flatter me! But truth-
fully, I am proud of all of it. The old say-
ing is that “you should always strive to 
make your younger self jealous,” and I 
think the young me would be quite 
amazed at some of the things I’ve been 
able to do in my career.  
FO: How do you juggle so many cre-
ative outlooks? 

Geissman: Deadlines are always help-
ful to get the juices flowing, but another 
old saying is that “slow and steady wins 
the race,” so I guess that’s the answers. 
Just keep plugging away, and it all 
seems to work out.  
FO: What is the best piece of advice 
another musician or mentor has given 
you? 

Geissman: No one actually gave me 
this advice, but I think just trying to stay 
positive and helpful no matter what situ-
ation you’re in goes a long way. This 
isn’t always easy to do, depending on 
the situation, but try to do it anyway. I 

would give this advice to my younger 
self as well. I could have used that back 
then!  
FO: If you weren’t a musician, com-
poser, and author, what would you be 
doing instead? 

Geissman: I have no idea since those 
are the things I’m the best at doing! 
FO: If you can have your fans remem-
ber only one thing about you, what 
would it be? 

Geissman: Grant Geissman: he did 
some cool stuff. 
FO: You have worked with some of the 
most well-known musical artists of our 
time. Who would you most like to col-
laborate with (that you haven’t 
already), and why? 

Geissman: How could I make such a 
list? On my latest album, BLOOZ, I got 
to collaborate with so many great people 
including Randy Brecker, Tom Scott, 
Robben Ford, Joe Bonamassa, Josh 

Smith, and John Jorgenson, It’s a special 
gift to have people like that help to play 
my music, so hopefully, there will be 
more such “gifts’ to come in the future.  
FO: What’s next for you? 

Geissman: My BLOOZ album just 
got a Grammy nomination in the catego-
ry of Best Contemporary Instrumental 
Album, my first every Grammy nomina-
tion. I couldn’t be more thrilled about 
this! And, we did an album release con-
cert at the beautiful El Portal Theatre in 
North Hollywood, with Tom Scott as our 
featured guest, which we shot and 
recorded. So, we’ll be working on 
assembling that and sharing some video 
clips from that show. After that, hopeful-
ly getting to play the BLOOZ live for 
more people.  

Thank you, Grant, and we will be 
looking forward to hearing the blues, in 
Grant Geissman’s The BLOOZ style, 
that’s for sure.


