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Above: City of Fullerton Employees 
lined up to bid farwell to Eva 

Arevalos-Morales who retires after 
thirty-nine years with the City.   

See page 3. 
PHOTO CURTESY  

OF EVA AREVALOS-MORALES

Thank you to our subscribers & advertisers!

From wage increase to 
reproductive rights -

new California laws go 
into effect in 2023

SB-3 raises the statewide minimum wage 
on Jan. 1, 2023, from $14 to $15.50 per 
hour. 

AB-1949 will make it illegal for an 
employer to refuse to grant bereavement 
leave for up to 5 days for an employee 
upon the death of a family member. 

SB-561 requires an audit of all surplus 
state property to determine what land 
might be suitable for housing construction. 

AB-2097 stops city and county govern-
ments from implementing a minimum 
requirement for housing developments to 
provide parking, within a half-mile of pub-
lic transit. 

SB-846 extends the lifespan of the state's 
last operating nuclear plant at Diablo 
Canyon by up to five years. The bill also 
authorizes a loan of $1.4 billion from the 
state to Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E), 
which operates the power plant, to facili-
tate the extension. The plant was previous-
ly scheduled to stop operating its Unit 1 in 
2024 and Unit 2 in 2025. 

AB-2223 protects reproductive freedom 
by shielding pregnant people from both 
criminal and civil liability in the event of a 
miscarriage, stillbirth or self-managed 
abortion.  

The Contraceptive Equity Act (SB-
523) protects employees from discrimina-
tion based on their reproductive health 
decisions, including using contraceptives, 
See New California Laws in 2023 page  3

104-year-old assisted living resident 
given the heave-ho  

Avis Curriston celebrated her 104th 
birthday with a Luau at Sunnycrest 
Senior Living. She was featured on the 
cover of the Early September issue of 
the Fullerton Observer. The carved 
pineapple centerpieces, birthday cake, 
tropical drinks, and Aloha Polynesian 
dancers are but a memory now. Avis 
Curriston’s January statement arrived on 
December 27th, demanding $7800 in 
immediate payment, retroactive to 
November.  

On October 22nd, Sunnycrest Senior 
Living Resident Care Director in absen-
tia, Judy Williams sent her son an e-mail 
saying that her Level 2 Care Service at 
$500 a month should have been Level 5 
at $2200. The nurse began working 
there in April 2022, and left for home in 
Las Vegas for an ailing child at home in 
September.  She continues on the job via 
Zoom and telephone.  

Executive Director Melanie 
Washington followed up with the per-
functory letter about rising costs and 
inflation, with a revised Level of Care 
Service price list, saying it would be 
implemented on January 1st. It was a 
generic letter, with no indication of what 
Level of Service Avis would be at. 

No monthly statement was sent in 
December.  Then the January statement 
arrived. 

Washington said they aren’t required 
to provide 60-day notice for Level of 
Care changes. Only for rental increases.  

A quick search on the Internet reveals 
that to be true. 

That more than doubled the total cost 
of keeping Avis there, pricing her right 
out of the facility. She’d have to leave. 

Yes, but 30-day notice would be 
required to vacate, with interim fees at 
the higher level. 

Avis, because of her age and declining 
mental capacity with the onslaught of 
early dementia, is being visited regular-
ly by Acacia Hospice, under their doc-
tor’s supervision, paid by Medicare.  
Medical Social Worker Deborah Privet 
says that industry-wide, providers in the 
area of senior living care are being 
squeezed by post-COVID inflation, ris-
ing costs, and shrinking family incomes.   

This situation at Sunnycrest is happen-
ing more often. Up-market assisted liv-
ing facilities are profit-making business-
es, and the pressure is on top manage-
ment to replace low-paying residents 
with affluent families. 

The state licensing authority for assist-
ed living facilities is the California 
Department of Social Services,  
Community Care Licensing Department 
(CCLD) in Sacramento. They have been 
contacted in this case and are investigat-
ing. 

The Observer called the Executive 
Director, Melanie Washington, for com-
ment. She did not respond before this 
article went to print. –Staff

Happy New Year!
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City Council December 20 Meeting:  
 

The Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 5pm.  
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings  

are available at www.cityoffullerton.com  
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton 

Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or council@cityoffullerton.com  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING NEW TIME 5PM  
JANUARY 3: ON THE AGENDA (Tentative)  

3. 120 Wilshire appeal ratification 
8. The proposes redeveloping a 12.52-acre site located at Sunrise Village 
Shopping Center at Euclid St and Rosecrans Ave. The project involves demo-
lition of 104,300 sqft of existing businesses and construction of a 113-dwelling 
unit, including 49 detached single-family residential homes and 64 attached 
townhomes.  

JANUARY 17: ON THE AGENDA (Tentative)  
• At Large Committee Appointments 
• New & Revised Fees for Public Works Related Services 
• Traffic Safety Initiative Update 

CLOSED SESSION AGENDA

PRESERVING OUR HISTORY AT 330 WEST WHITING AVENUE

PUBLIC COMMENTS

The closed session agenda disclosed 
four conferences that were talked about 
in the 4:00 PM meeting.  

First, the Council met with Eddie 
Manfro and Jay Trinnaman to discuss 
the “parameters of authority for negoti-
ating salaries, benefits and working con-
ditions” for the Fullerton Firefighters’ 
Association and Fullerton Fire 
Management Association.  

Second, they met with legal counsel to 
discuss the case ‘Californians for 
Homeownership v. City of Fullerton 
(OCSC Case # 30-2022-01281840).  

Third, the City Manager Eric Levitt 
and Deputy City Manager Daisy Perez 
negotiated the price and terms of the 
property concerning the right of way 
adjacent to 1747 Commonwealth Ave 
with Grace Ministries International 
(GMI). GMI purchased a separate adja-
cent parcel from the City several years 
ago to serve as parking for their stream-
lined modern art deco office, a designat-
ed local landmark built by Hunt Foods 
owner Norton Simon. Jane Reifer, chair 

of the local Heritage Trees Committee, 
commented that this property is likely 
slated for more parking and further tree 
removals. She stated that this was one of 
the few areas of public open space left in 
south Fullerton and suggested preserv-
ing the several native coast live oaks and 
other mature trees that serve to soften 
the urban “hardscape” in that area. 
Many of the trees were planted at the 
same time as the Hunt Center’s land-
scaping at the property directly south, 
which is on the National Historic 
Register and includes the Hunt Library, 
the former Hunt Food Industries head-
quarters, and landscaping. She pointed 
out that the City is not allowed to sell 
surplus land without going through the 
Surplus Land Act which allows spaces 
to be designated as open space or afford-
able housing.  

Lastly, City Manager Eric. J. Levitt 
negotiated the price and terms of 2701 
Nutwood Avenue with the State of 
California through the Trustees of the 
California State University, Marriott.  

The majority of the public comments 
were from concerned parents of Nicolas 
Junior High students requesting the City 
Council to implement item 6 on the 
agenda “Crossing guard at Olive and 
Citrus Avenues Adjacent to Nicolas 
Junior High School.” Parents expressed 
concern as the intersection is dangerous 
for students to cross by themselves. 
Volunteer parents cannot fill this role 
regularly and requested the Council to 
adopt the resolution so a crossing guard 
can be hired. The item was passed in the 
meeting.  

Commenters also expressed dissatis-
faction at Mayor Jung, Mayor Pro Tem 
Whitaker, and Councilmember Dunlap’s 
decision to reappoint the same mayor 
and mayor pro tem as last year in the 
December 13 meeting, going against the 

Council’s policy of rotation. If the poli-
cy was followed, Mayor Pro Tem 
Whitaker would be mayor, and 
Councilmember Zahra would be mayor 
pro tem. Commenters stated that the 
right of mayoral representation has been 
taken away from District 5, the district 
that Zahra represents.  

Watch the Fullerton Observer’s cover-
age of the nomination process on the 
Observer YouTube channel: 
https://youtu.be/PVPXIabXXE0. Our 
last issue also includes two articles cov-
ering this story.  

Other comments discussed the need 
for safe bike lanes on Orangethorpe 
Avenue, lack of funding for city servic-
es, homelessness, systematic racism, 
and more.  

The resolution to allow the owner of 330 W Whiting Avenue to enter a contract 
with the City was passed unanimously. The Mills Act (adopted by the City in 2020) 
allows owners of historic homes in Fullerton to receive a property tax reduction in 
exchange for preserving the historic property. Since the act’s passing, this is the sec-
ond request for the preservation of a home, and it passed with great support from 
councilmembers, Fullerton Heritage, and the owner, to honor the history of 
Fullerton. 

This was the first meeting after the 
inauguration of Councilmember Shana 
Charles. Dr. Charles is an Associate 
Professor of Public Health at California 
State University Fullerton and got elect-
ed in the 2022 midterm elections to 
District 3.  

Councilmember Charles started strong 
by expressing dissent at throwing out 
the mayoral rotation policy at the last 
meeting. In her report at this meeting, 
she explained to the audience that she 
has started working with the city staff on 
various issues. Some of them include 
discussion over usage of the blank bill-
board off the CA 57 Freeway, improve-
ment of the Target area off the CA 57 
Freeway, installation of a barrier 

between the CA 57 
Freeway and the cam-
pus/apartment build-
ings, and improving 
the East Fullerton 
Little League fields 
with the help of par-
ent volunteers.  

Furthermore, she mentioned being in 
conversation with former 
Councilmember and Mayor Jesus Silva 
about starting work on a ‘grieving gar-
den’ for the thousands of lives lost to 
COVID-19 and fentanyl overdoses in 
Fullerton. She hopes to create a space 
for the community to come together and 
grieve the great losses suffered in the 
past two years.  

Newest Councilmember Shana Charles Starts Her Term

HOTEL IN DOWNTOWN APPROVED DESPITE PUBLIC OBJECTIONS

Background:  
Council approved 4-1 (Silva voted 

‘no’) to continue the item to December 
20 for the sale of property located at 212 
East Santa Fe Ave to Westpark 
Investments, LLC and TA partners. The 
plan is intended to accommodate a por-
tion of the City’s housing obligation 
relating to the Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment. This property will be used 
for a 124-room hotel, and 140 residen-
tial units. The plan intends to build 
replacement parking for public use, a 
new inviting entrance to the Train 
Museum, and 3,570 SF for retail/restau-
rant uses. The developer estimates 230 
or more jobs will be added and that the 
hotel will bring in $800K- $1 million in 
annual revenue for the city. The City-
owned 1.66 acres of the public 
land purchase price is 
$1,400,000. The price is low 
due to expected soil contami-
nation, but there is also a 
potential $500,000 escrow 
“hold-back” if soil contamina-
tion needs to be addressed, 
which would bring the price to 
$900,000 for almost 2 acres.  

What Happened:  
The development was met 

with a protest from UNITE 
HERE Local 11 Union—which 
represents over 32,000 workers 
employed in hotels, restau-
rants, airports, sports arenas, 
and convention centers 
throughout Southern California 
and Arizona— brought upon a 
legal protest against this proj-
ect. The Council heard appeals 
and took the letters sent in sup-
port and opposition into consideration. 
The Council voted to overturn the 
protest 4-1 (Jung voted ‘no’). Not sus-
taining the protest allowed the Council 
to move forward with deliberations on 
the sale.  

The Debate:  
The UNITE HERE Local 11 Union 

argued for the public land to be used for 
affordable housing instead of a commer-
cial hotel.  

Other commenters opposed the devel-
opment of this land citing the lack of 
necessary parking spaces for surround-
ing businesses’ patrons, disturbance and 
damage from construction, environmen-
tal damage from increased commuting, 
and the loss of public land to commer-
cial use rather than affordable housing.  

Some members of the public 
expressed discontent with TA Partners, 
calling their work an ‘architectural 
abomination.’ Commenters also 
expressed concern about local lease-
holder and landowner Bushala Brothers, 
Inc.’s history of purchasing land in 
Fullerton and involvement in PACs.  

The proponents of the development 
project were hopeful for increased jobs 
from the construction and the businesses 
for the Fullerton community and 
increased revenue for the City to tap 

into. Suggestions were made to priori-
tize hiring local carpenters and other 
workers in training.  

Council’s Justification:  
Councilmembers Charles and Zahra 

both spoke at length about the difficulty 
of the decision and balancing everyone’s 
interests. Charles emphasized that while 
affordable housing is certainly a priority 
for her, the lack of hotels in or near the 
Downtown area undermines the City 
from hosting any major events. Parking 
structures already exist in the 
Downtown area and other opportunities 
for voting on affordable housing will 
come along. Thus, she favored overturn-
ing the protest and moving forward with 
deliberations on this sale and develop-
ment project.  

As for Councilmember 
Zahra, he explained that it is 
challenging to fulfill every 
interest, but there can be some-
thing for everyone in this deal. 
For example, not only can a 
hotel bring about more outside 
revenue to support city 
employees and their families, 
but also our roads and other 
services. And the hotel can 
make Fullerton a daytime des-
tination as well, making the 
city dynamic instead of just 
relying on bars. He assured 
concerned residents that the 
developers have already agreed 
to at least 12% affordable hous-
ing on the property and hiring 
local and labor union forces are 
also in the talks.   

The 12% of affordable hous-
ing was based on 60 dwelling 

units per acre, but as the project is cur-
rently proposed to be 70 dwelling units 
per acre, there was confusion as to 
whether 12% is the correct number.  

And with those comments, the 
Council passed the resolution to approve 
the development agreement and the 
Mitigated Negative Declaration envi-
ronmental analysis 3-2, with Dunlap and 
Jung voting ‘no.’ The sale has an unusu-
ally short escrow of only 10 days instead 
of the usual 30, in order to complete the 
sale before the Surplus Land Act would 
come into effect, which saves publicly 
owned land for either open space or 
affordable housing. The environmental 
documents were approved for the hotel 
project as well as an additional project at 
the nearby public parking structure.  

The developers have 3 months to pres-
ent a plan that fulfills all the City’s 
requirements, thus allowing the City 
control over what gets built and how. 
The debate is far from over and the 
upcoming meetings will be instrumental 
in determining the future of 212 E Santa 
Fe Avenue.  

Notably, the developer had an exclu-
sive negotiating agreement on this proj-
ect, rather than the standard practice of 
opening it up to the public for other con-
tractors to bid. 

 
The  

developers 
have  

three months 
to present  

a plan  
that fulfills 

all the City’s 
requirements, 
thus allowing 

the City  
control over 

what gets 
built and 

how. 



UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
303 W. COMMONWEALTH, FULLERTON 

• January 2 at 4pm:  
  Transportation & Circulation 
• January 3 at 5pm:  
  City Council 
• January 4 at 6:30pm:  
  Planning Commission 
• January 5 at 6pm:  
  Library Board 
• January 9 at 6:30pm:  
  Parks & Recreation  
• January 11 at 5pm:  
  Active Transportation 
• January 16 at 5pm:  
 Infrastructure & Resources 

• January 17 at 5pm:  
  City Council 
• January 18 at 6:30pm:  
  Planning Commission 
• January 19 at 4pm:  
  Investment Advisory 
• January 24 at 6:30pm:  
  Community Development 
  Citizens' Committee 
• January 26 at 6pm:  
  Library Board 
• January 18 at 6:30pm:  
  Planning Commission 
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BOXING CLASS AT THE MAPLE NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER? 

Eva Arevalos-Morales retires after 39 years 
working for the City of Fullerton  

See photo on front page
The City of Fullerton would like to 

thank Eva Arevalos-Morales, who 
retired at the end of 2022, for 39 years of 
service.  Her dedication to public service 
spans across multiple departments at the 
city, including six years in the Parks and 
Recreation Department, four years in 
Public Works, and twenty-nine years in 
the City Manager’s Office.  

She will be remembered for her vast 
institutional knowledge and guidance to 
the elected city council members. Eva’s 
expertise with event planning was great-
ly appreciated in the creation of many 
City-sponsored events like Tommy 
Lasorda Day.  

Eva also helped develop Fullerton’s  
relationships with Morelia, Fukui, and 
Yongjin via her involvement in the 

Sister Cities International program.  
"I am honored and grateful for the 

opportunity to work for the city I grew 
up in.  I met so many devoted co-work-
ers and wonderful people from our busi-
ness and non-profit organizations. I will 
miss the everyday interaction with 
everyone for sure," Eva said.  

If anyone would like to send a memory 
or note, they can send to:  

evaamorales67@gmail.com 
When asked what she will be doing 

now Eva said, “Be on my own schedule, 
visit mom more often, be there for my 
kids,  grandkids, and many close friends, 
volunteer at church, and travel.” 

Eva will be greatly missed and we 
wish her the best of luck in retirement.  

A resolution was passed unanimously 
directing Parks and Recreation to sched-
ule a public meeting in order to discuss 
the use of the Maple Neighborhood 
Center. The public showed interest in 
creating a boxing program for the neigh-
borhood youth to steer them away from 
violence, drugs, and gang behavior. 
They advocated for the boxing program 
as boxing promotes team building and 
the program will connect youth to 
resources. A timeline for the talks was 
clarified: the meeting will be held soon 
after returning from the holidays and 

this item will be brought back to the sec-
ond meeting of the Council in 2023 
(Tuesday, Jan 17).  

and removes requirements for employ-
ees to disclose those decisions as a con-
dition of employment.  

AB-1655 recognizes Juneteenth as a 
new state holiday on June 19. 
Additionally. 

SB-107, families that come to 
California seeking medical treatment for 
transgender children and teens are pro-
tected from out-of-state subpoenas or 
warrants, as well as families that move 
to the state to avoid consequences for 
already seeking that treatment else-
where. 

AB-1287 makes it illegal for compa-
nies to charge different prices for prod-
ucts based on the gender they’re market-
ed to — a practice referred to as the 
“pink tax.” 

SB-717 creates a blueprint for deploy-
ing broadband, including expanded 
wireless access, throughout the state to 
provide improved connectivity for low-
income and underserved communities.  

AB-1801 marks April 24 as Genocide 
Remembrance Day in California.  

AB-1788 will subject hotels to civil 
penalties if employees fail to inform 
police officials of sex trafficking at their 
establishment. 

AB-2239, a person convicted of mis-
demeanor child or elder abuse on or 
after Jan. 1, 2023, is prohibited from 
possessing a firearm in California. 
Currently, persons convicted of felonies 
and certain specified misdemeanors are 
prohibited from owning guns in the 
state. 

AB-1909 makes several changes to 
bicycle and vehicle laws, including 
allowing bikes to cross streets on pedes-
trian signals, stopping cities and coun-
ties from enforcing bicycle license laws 
and requiring drivers to change lanes, 
when possible, to pass bicycles. 

SB-103 ensures the state’s presidential 
electors cast ballots for candidates who 
win the popular vote and do not instead 
switch candidates or abstain from vot-
ing. 

SB-1087, the only person who can sell 
a catalytic converter is an automobile 
dismantler, repair dealer or a person 

with documentation that they are the 
lawful owner.  

AB-1740 requires those who recycle 
catalytic converters to obtain the year, 
make and model of the car that the con-
verter comes from, and to obtain a copy 
of that car’s title. 

AB-2183 expands protections for 
California farmworkers by allowing 
them to vote by mail in union elections, 
rather than forcing them to vote in-per-
son. 

SB-960, individuals are no longer 
required to be citizens or permanent res-
idents of the United States to become 
police officers in California. Instead, 
they only need to be legally authorized 
to work in the U.S. 

AB-2294 lets police keep individuals 
in custody for misdemeanor or felony 
retail theft if that person has been arrest-
ed or convicted of theft from a store in 
the past six months, and if that person is 
suspected of being part of an organized 
retail theft operation. 

SB-1338, also known as the 
Community Assistance, Recovery and 
Empowerment Act, allows family mem-
bers, first responders and clinicians to 
ask a judge to order treatment for indi-
viduals diagnosed with schizophrenia 
and other psychotic disorders. Those 
plans would include medication, hous-
ing and therapy. Those who refuse treat-
ment could be placed in a conservator-
ship and ordered to comply with the 
treatment. 

AB-44 makes it illegal to sell or make 
clothing or products out of animal fur in 
California. 

AB-2596 removes the requirement for 
the governor to annually declare Lunar 
New Year as a state holiday. 

AB-2147 decriminalizes jaywalking in 
California, allowing pedestrians to 
legally cross the street outside of desig-
nated intersections under safe condi-
tions. 

SB-856 lifts barriers to hunting 
destructive and invasive wild pigs 
whose population is exploding in 56 of 
California’s 58 counties.

Councilmembers Nick Dunlap, Ahmad Zahra, and Shana Charles join  
Mayor Fred Jung and Mayor Protem Bruce Whitaker as they bid farwell  

to Eva Arevalos-Morales at December 20 council meeting.

City Council December 20 Meeting: continued

VACATING SEWER EASEMENT 
APPROVED

The City approved vacating a sewer 
easement but securing a larger than pre-
viously considered water well easement 
at the new Goodman Logistics Center at 
the former Kimberly-Clark site. 

 
• Fred Jung Mayor (District 1)   

(714) 738-6311 and at fred.jung@cityoffullerton.com 
• Nick Dunlap Council Member (District 2) 

(714) 738-6311 and at nicholas.dunlap@cityoffullerton.com 
• Shana Charles Council Member (District 3) 

(714) 738-6311 and at shana.charles@cityoffullerton.com 
• Bruce Whitaker  Mayor Pro Tem (District 4)  

(714) 981-8474 and at bwwhitaker@live.com  
• Ahmad Zahra Council Member (District 5) 

(714) 738-6311 and at AhmadZ@cityoffullerton.com

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE

New California laws  
continued from front page

Fullerton Police Department arrested suspect 
for attempting to illicit sex from a minor

Fullerton Police Detectives arrested 
John Gradney, a 57-year-old male resi-
dent of Fullerton, for contact with a 
minor with the intent to have sex and 
sending harmful matter to seduce a 
minor. A search warrant was also served 
at Gradney’s residence to search for fur-
ther evidence of the crime(s), on 
Wednesday, December 28, 2022, at 
approximately 11:34am. 

Officers responded to the 1800 block 
of W Orangethorpe Ave regarding an 
adult male who had confronted another 
adult male that was suspected of con-
tacting a 14-year-old child for the pur-
poses of conducting sexual acts, and 
sending lewd photographs. 

During the initial investigation on 
Monday, December 26, 2022, officers 
identified John Gradney as the subject 
who had possibly engaged in the inap-
propriate exchange of messages with a 
minor. At the time of the initial investi-
gation, officers did not have sufficient 
evidence to make an arrest, but were 

told of possible additional evidence that 
could be provided to law enforcement at 
a later time. 

Detectives followed up with the origi-
nal reporting party and they were able to 
obtain the remaining evidence needed to 
secure an arrest. 

Gradney was transported to the 
Fullerton City Jail where he is being 
held in lieu of $100,000 bail. 

Detectives believe it is possible there 
are potential victims from other crimes 
that Gradney may have committed who 
have yet to come forward. Anyone with 
further information, or anyone who may 
have been a prior victim of Gradney in 
the past, is encouraged to contact 
Fullerton Police Detective Eric Garcia at 
(714) 738-6759.  

Those wishing to provide information 
anonymously can call the Orange 
County Crime Stoppers at 1(855) TIP-
OCCS or  you can visit their website at 
https://occrimestoppers.org/
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Fullerton Arboretum  
achieves highest level of accreditation  

for the second time 

Fullerton Arboretum received its first 
accreditation as a Level IV arboretum in 
October 2017 and again in 2022. This is 
the highest level awarded by ArbNet, an 
organization that recognizes arboreta 
from around the globe at various levels 
of development, capacity, and profes-
sionalism. An ArbNet accreditation is 
valid for five years. It is one of three 
arboreta in California and one of 39 
arboreta in the world to achieve this 
level. 

The accreditation is validation of the 
hard work and dedication that has been 
put into this  botanical garden by count-
less volunteers, interns, employees, 
advocates, board members, guests and 
residents since its inception in 1972.  

ArbNet described the Fullerton 
Arboretum as, “... a 26-acre botanical 
garden with a collection of plants from 
around the world, located on the north-
east corner of the California State 
University, Fullerton campus in 
Fullerton. It is the largest botanical gar-
den in Orange County, with a collection 
of over 4,000 unique plant species. The 
garden provides a learning space for stu-
dents at California State University, 
Fullerton, and schools from Orange and 
Los Angeles counties, as well as a recre-
ation space for the community, and is a 
tourism destination. 

The Arboretum’s garden paths wander 
through four major collections: 
Cultivated, Woodlands, Mediterranean, 
and Desert Collections. Highlights 

include Southern California native vege-
tation, Rare Fruit Grove, historic Citrus 
and Avocados, Channel Islands Garden, 
an extensive Cycad Collection, Conifer 
Collection, Palm Grove, Subtropical 
Collection, Community Gardens, and a 
Children’s Garden. 

In addition to the gardens, the 
Arboretum is home to The Heritage 
House, an Eastlake Victorian-style 
structure, built in 1894 that showcases 
the family life and medical practice of 
the 1890s. The garden is also home to 
The Orange County Agricultural and 
Nikkei Heritage Museum, which high-
lights the region’s agricultural history as 
well as the contributions of the local 
Japanese American community and 
other pioneering farmers.” 

Plan your next visit to Fullerton 
Arboretum, the nationally-recognized, 
Level IV-accredited garden located on 
the Cal State Fullerton campus! Learn 
more at https://fullertonarboretum.org/ 

Calling all CSUF Students! 
Volunteer at the Fullerton Arboretum 

and make the most of your experience at 
Cal State Fullerton. Help our horticul-
ture team with fruit harvesting, weeding, 
trimming, watering plants in the nursery 
and other fun activities. Share the beauty 
and fun facts about the Arboretum at one 
of our Discovery Stations. There is 
something here for every Titan! 

Fullerton Arboretum | 1900 Associated 
Rd. Fullerton, CA 92831 | 657-278-3407

The Heritage House Museum at the Arboretum.   
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ARBORETUM

The Orange County Water District 
(OCWD) was awarded funding from the 
United States Bureau of Reclamation 
(USBR) for two research projects to test 
innovative water treatment technolo-
gies. 

“As a leader in water reuse, groundwa-
ter management and water quality, 
OCWD is committed to support 
research in these areas to enhance its 
operations and enable further advance-
ments throughout the entire water indus-
try,” said OCWD President Cathy 
Green. “Our research and 
development department is 
exemplary, and I would like to 
congratulate them for their 
ongoing work to evaluate 
promising new technologies 
that support our mission to 
provide a high-quality, reli-
able water supply to 2.5 mil-
lion people.” 

The two research projects 
support OCWD priorities 
including the removal of 
PFAS from groundwater sup-
plies and the enhancement of 
operations of its Groundwater 
Replenishment System 
(GWRS). The GWRS is the world’s 
largest water recycling project, produc-
ing up to 130 million gallons per day. 

The first project, “In-Situ Gravity 
Driven Removal of PFAS During 
Groundwater Recharge to Protect 
Drinking Water,” will evaluate the per-
formance of an engineered adsorbent 
media when installed into the ground for 
the passive removal of PFAS in impact-
ed surface waters that are used to 
recharge groundwater supplies. 
Awarded $199,430 in funding, OCWD 
is the project lead and will collaborate 

with technical advisors from Colorado 
School of Mines and Jacobs. 

The second project, “Improving RO 
[reverse osmosis] Recovery through 
Optimization of Flux and Pump Usage 
with Real- Time Sensor Connectivity, 
Data-driven Modeling, and 
Automation,” is in partnership with 
Hazen and Sawyer who was awarded 
$197,294 in funding. OCWD is support-
ing the research on site as a test bed 
location. The project aims to develop 
predictive algorithms with automated 

process controls that can opti-
mize RO operational settings 
to reduce energy, maximize 
production, and minimize 
chemical costs while reducing 
membrane fouling and scal-
ing. RO is the heart of the 
three- step GWRS advanced 
purification process. 

The two research projects 
are among nine proposals 
chosen by USBR to receive 
funding.  

Orange County Water 
District is committed to 
enhancing Orange County’s 
groundwater quality and relia-

bility in an environmentally friendly and 
economical manner.  

 
For more information about OCWD, 

please visit www.ocwd.com. 
 
To attend OC Water District meeting  

join the Zoom webinar: 
https://ocwd.zoom.us/j/83529455765 
or Telephone Audio: (213) 338-8477 
or Zoom Meeting ID: 835 2945 5765 

 
The next meeting will be held on 
Wednesdays, January 4, 2023.

Federal Funding Awarded to OC Water 
District for Research Projects

 
 

The 
Groundwater 

Replenishment 
System  
is the  

world’s largest  
water recycling 

project.



 The Early Febuary 2023 issue  
will hit the stands on Febuary 6.  
SUBMISSION and AD deadline:  

January 30.
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Kennedy, Roy and Irene Kobayashi, and 
other friends in 1978, is staffed by local 
volunteers who create, publish, and dis-
tribute the paper throughout our commu-
nity.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one. 
Revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. We seek 
to promote a sense of community and an 
appreciation for the values of diversity 
with which our country is so uniquely 
blessed.  ____________________________  
Distributed on the closest Monday to the 
1st and the 15th of every month except  
only once in January, July & August.     

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
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The historic train cars and cabooses 
with period decor are on display on the 
first and third Saturdays of every month 
with no admission. 

When I stepped on the train, I stepped 
back in time. It's tight quarters. If you're 
claustrophobic, this might not be the 
most enjoyable experience. 

As you walk through, there are differ-
ent stations with guides to give you 
information about different parts of the 
train.   

I like the lunch counter with the differ-
ent price points. It's interesting what 
kind of foods they served on the train. 
The chairs are pretty comfortable. I saw 
ash trays next to the chairs. I would not 
like the smell of smoke. The sleeping 
quarters are tiny and look uncomfort-
able. It does look efficient and function-
al, although I don't know how people 
could travel like this. 

The visitors get to walk through these 
historic railcars: two 1940s Union 
Pacific lounge cars in period décor and a 
1951 fully restored Santa Fe streamlined 
sleeping car. 

• 5001 Cafe car was delivered in 
December 1949. 

• 6101 dormitory car/bar car was built 
in 1949. 

• Palm Leaf sleeper car was delivered 
to Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railway in July 1951. 

Fullerton Train 
Museum tour by Sara Kil

Interior view of lounge car circa 1950s.  
PHOTO COURTESY OF FULLERTON TRAIN MUSEUM

For the Love of Coffee 
 

Do you like a cup of coffee? 
My friend from Amsterdam and I were 

walking off Christmas celebration. We 
walked down N Woods to W. 
Commonwealth toward Harbor.   

We found a recently opened coffee 
shop in the 500 block of West 
Commonwealth opposite the big condo 
complex.   

The exterior is a remodeled older 
house with a small front porch holding 
two purple umbrellas. 

We went inside. We were pleasantly 
surprised by the well-designed spacious 
shop furnished with comfortable con-
temporary chairs in two by two group-
ings plus a long wooden table equipped 
with outlets. 

Service by Eunice was warm and 
friendly with a bit of European feel.  My 
friend was delighted to have coffee 
served in a white china cup! The crois-
sant was served on a tray. 

The shop is located at 525 W 
Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton. You can 
see the menu online at: 525coffee.com 
or call (714) 519-3629.  

We hope they thrive.  I think this is a 
nice “Non Alcoholic” addition to 
Fullerton! 

by M. Kerr and Hans 
Fullerton and Amsterdam

• Bay window caboose was built in 
 May 1961. 

• War Baby or Tall Cupola Caboose 
was built  in December 1941. 

• Cupola Way Car was built in March 
1929, and all are maintained in their “in 
service” condition. 

According to the Fullerton Train 
Museum website, “The current collec-
tion consists of three historically signif-
icant preserved cabooses, representing 
the three transcontinental railroads that 
served Southern California from the 
roaring twenties through 1989.” Fully 
restored, you can relive the experience 
of rail travel from the “good old days.” 
You can watch members restore antique 
railroad equipment. 

People are fascinated by fast-moving 

objects. They like to look at trains, ride 
them, and even record them. 
Transportation gets people excited 
because they're going somewhere. I'm 
just glad I got to tour it because, back in 
the day, as an Asian woman, I couldn't 
be a passenger because of my race. 

Thank you to all the immigrants who 
built the railroad—the Chinese, Irish, 
and Mormon workers. The western por-
tion, about 90% of the backbreaking 
work was done by Chinese immigrants. 
Thank you especially to the Chinese, 
because they didn't get the credit. They 
did what everyone else didn't want to do. 

 
The Train Museum is located at  
200 E Santa Fe Ave, Fullerton 
www.fullertontrainmuseum.org



This building on Malden and Wilshire has undergone a dramatic revival, and 
inside we can see desks and other office equipment has been delivered. Looks like 
with a tad more exterior paint, the place will be ready to go. Seeking answers to this 
one, we found Development One, Inc. are moving in soon. 

Last time above:  
Coincidentally, days after I took the 

shot on Pomona and Union, a car 
crashed through the exact spot I was 
standing on when I clicked the shutter 
on the other side of the street. The 
accident was covered in our last issue 
on page 12. Not a close call but maybe 
a close encounter. Eerie.

Photo Quiz   
Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

This time at right: 
 Name the local baseball Hall of 
Famer known as The Big Train and 
tell us his connection to Fullerton
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Slow and Quick Changes Downtown
Creeping up on a decade ago, two 

homes on East Amerige were demol-
ished to make way for a two-story office 
building. One had been converted to an 
office, the other was a rental. Months, 
then years passed, perhaps a bit of grad-
ing took place, but was now an empty 
dirt lot evolved into a garden of sorts, 
with lots of natural flora that reached 
heights of maybe two feet. OK yea, 
weeds. Fauna started taking up shelter 
too.  

Someone noticed and an abatement 
sign was posted so the lot was swept 
clean of all greenery and litter, and it 
was bare dirt again. Not sure how many 
times that cycle has occurred but with 
recent rain, looks like there is a good 
start to a new crop.  

From what we determined, there was 
not enough parking in the original plan, 
so it was off to the drawing board to start 

over. Seeking answers, none found so 
far.   

Local favorite Vino Nostra closed 
shop in late 2020, and anyone who went 
there even once surely misses it. A lot of 
work has taken place in what was the 
parking lot behind it, as you can see. 
Rumors that Chapman’s Brewing 
Company in Orange was opening a tast-
ing room there proved to be true, as tast-
ing room manager Chris explained, 
there is a lot to do in getting something 
like that ready, but it will be open in the 
near future. It’s appropriate that they 
open here, since the place was named 
after John Chapman, AKA Johnny 
Appleseed, who was related to Charles 
Chapman, first mayor of Fullerton 
known as “Orange King” for his vast 
Valencia Orange groves in town. The 
seed does not fall far from the tree. 

Also, quite a few years ago, the 
Fullerton Center was a gas station, then 
just a convenience store. Suddenly, the 
store closed, and we heard a new devel-
opment was going in. That began with a 
chain link fence, which still holds guard 
over the seemingly abandoned project, 
located on Lemon and Commonwealth. 
Seeking answers here too. 

Another event in 2020, Kerry Wright 
had moved on to a new location after 
many, many years plying his craft with 
all manner of music related assignments 
in this building, in particular, creating or 
restoring amplifier and speaker enclo-
sures of the highest quality for many 

well known bands and solo artists. The 
place was immediately shuttered after 
he left. It remained so until this year, 
when another dramatic revival began, 
and the place appears ready for new ten-
ants. Sadly, Kerry passed away unex-
pectedly soon after his move- miss you 
Kerry. If y’all wonder why there are no 
answers to these questions yet, just 
know once the calendar reached the 
week before Christmas, many got 
stranded in airports or on freeways, so it 
was not possible to reach those who 
might help. Expect some follow-up next 
year, which will be here before the ink 
dries on this page. 

Before our downtown Renaissance, it 
was easy to park just about any time, 
anywhere. That was not necessarily a 
good thing, since it was difficult to start 
a successful new business because there 
was not a lot of foot traffic. We were 
written off as a casualty to the conven-
ient, big malls that everyone supposedly 
loved. Easy parking is no longer the case 
and with some parking lots, we all need 
to take heed of the signage. Some places 
with few parking spaces need them for 

customers, so long term parking is not 
allowed, and you just may find yourself 
getting a citation. We all want you here 
and nobody wants you to be ticketed, 
but please make sure you don’t exceed 
the posted hours, and also keep in mind 
parking enforcement officers are just 
doing their jobs.  

Next Issue: Big news concerning Mo’s 
Music, one of our longest standing busi-
nesses, making the move.  

Here are additional photos of that 
intersection across the street from the 
photo in our last issue. These show the 
bridge before and after the accident.

The DOWNTOWN Report  
by Mike Ritto  © 2022 

NOTICE OF PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
 

The City of Fullerton (City) is seeking proposals from qualified organiza-
tions to partner with the City to provide tenancy and operation of the City-
owned building located at 201 S Basque Ave, Fullerton, CA 92833, com-
monly known as the Hunt Library.  

The building is located north of South Pacific Drive and West Walnut 
Avenue. The site is a historic landmark which has been registered on the 
State and National Historic Resources List. The building was designed by 
architect William Pereira and donated to the City in 1962. The City seeks a 
highly qualified tenant to utilize the historic space in a manner in line with 
the community’s interests and expectations. 

Proposers may schedule site visits to view the site when available. Site vis-
its can include walkthroughs for the entirety of the property. Considerations 
should be made during major construction of the facility. 

City of Fullerton, 303 W. Commonwealth Avenue Fullerton CA, 92832-
1775 Phone: 714-738-6533 

For more information see: https://www.cityoffullerton.com/home/showpub-
lisheddocument/6318/637959191543704341
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1. Boot camp boss 
6. Awareness-raising TV ad 
9. London clock std. 
12. Bartlett and Bosc 
13. "Hey...I didn't see you there" 
15. Tribe in Manitoba 
16. *Cart often upended in a car  
      chase scene 
18. Mares and does eat them,  
      but not little lambs 
19. Foot part 
20. '70s - '80s televangelist show  
      "The ___ Club" 
21. The winning side in World War II 
23. *Olay Regenerist and Clinique  
      Dramatically Different 
26. "Eureka!" 
29. "Awesome!" 
30. 1930's heavyweight champ Max 
31. Not against the rules 
33. ___-en-Provence 
34. Nike competitor 
38. *Summer cooler 

42. Baghdad's land 
43. Corn serving 
44. SALT topic 
45. La Jolla sch. 
47. Astronaut Jemison 
49. Ave. crossers 
50. *Meghan Markle's husband 
54. "You can ___ lot of things from  
     the flowers" ("Alice in  
     Wonderland" lyric) 
55. Cancel key 
56. Bacon go-with 
60. "Come ___, bro!" 
61. New beginning, and what  
     the first words of the answers  
     to the starred clues literally have 
64. Must have 
65. Author ___ Stanley Gardner 
66. Alvin of dance 
67. Sea eagle 
68. Leaky balloon sound 
69. 2013 film "August:___County"

1. Tanning nos. 
2. Prefix with dynamic 
3. "Addams Family Values"  
    actor Julia 
4. "Good ___!" 
5. Ballpark fig. 
6. Like houseplants 
7. "I ___ return" 
8. "Kung Fu" actor Philip 
9. Silo contents 
10. Allots, with "out" 
11. "Working Girl" girl 
14. Ask for a cab's license? 
15. Dye 
17. Humane org. 
22. Fib 
24. Folk singer Guthrie 
25. Late notice? 
26. Jai ___ 
27. Successor 
28. Taj Mahal city 

32. Procured 
33. Put on TV 
35. Goes (for) 
36. M.I.T. part 
37. Sports or talent reps. 
39. Instant coffee brand 
40. Florida's Miami-___ County 
41. Unique person 
46. Jake Tapper employer 
47. Crowds 
48. Foot part 
50. Fizzle, with "out" 
51. Japanese noodle dish 
52. Foot parts 
53. Bigfeet? 
54. Pool path 
57. Ball 
58. Diver Louganis 
59. Eye affliction 
62. Monopoly quartet: Abbr. 
63. ___ Paulo, Brazil

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 
"HAPPY 2023!" by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)
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The City of Long Beach is pleased to 
announce the return of the 35th annual 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade and 
Celebration set to take place Saturday, 
Jan. 14, 2023, in Central Long Beach. 
The event will return for its 35th year 
after a two-year hiatus due to the pan-
demic. Community members are 
encouraged to attend the event to honor 
and celebrate the life and values of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  

The 2023 festivities will begin with 
the parade kickoff at 10am at the inter-
section of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Avenue and Anaheim Street, followed 
by the park celebration from noon to 
5pm at Martin Luther King Jr. Park 
(1950 Lemon Ave). The park celebration 
will include a main stage with perform-
ances, a health and wellness area, a 

youth area, food and merchandise ven-
dors, and information booths. The park 
celebration traditionally has a main 
stage with multicultural performances, 
as well as other community-focused 
activities, such as: a health and wellness 
area, a youth area, food and merchan-
dise vendors, and information booths. 

The annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Parade and Celebration has become a 
longstanding tradition that celebrates 
the diverse community of Central Long 
Beach. This festival serves to honor and 
keep alive the many values of Dr. King 
through arts, remembrance and mean-
ingful perspectives.  

 
www.longbeach.gov/pages/city-

news/martin-luther-king-jr.-parade-
and-celebration/ 

M.L.K. Parade & Celebration on Jan 14

At the December 13 meeting of the 
City Council, Mayor Fred Jung, Mayor 
Pro Tem Bruce Whitaker, and 
Councilmember Nick Dunlap bypassed 
the Council policy of mayoral rotation. 
As a result, we have the same mayor and 
mayor protem as last year.  

Had the policy been followed, 
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra would 
have become the mayor protem, while 
Mayor Pro Tem Bruce Whitaker would 
have become the mayor.  

This practice is unprofessional and 
when local governments start ignoring 
seemingly inconsequential policies of 
this sort without any reasonable expla-
nation, we should be alarmed.  

If leadership positions are to be select-
ed via party positions and personal affil-
iations, then why bother with policies, 
regulations, ethics of conduct, or profes-
sionalism?  

All the public got in response to this  
decision were snarky comments throw-
ing shade at Councilmember Zahra for 
"not earning respect."  

Well, I hate to break the news but 
Councilmember Zahra is well respected 
in District 5 and beyond. His public out-
reach efforts, active presence at commu-
nity events, and genuine care for all peo-
ple alike has earned him massive 
respect. It is due to this respect that 
Zahra was able to win re-election 
despite the vitriolic campaigns funded 
against him by the local developer, Tony 
Bushala. No amount of false yard signs 
and mailers attacking his identity were 
able to destroy the relationships 
Councilmember Zahra has built 
throughout the community.  

I hope the Council leaders actually 
read through the policies of the City and 
are able to think by setting their petty 
politics aside for a moment. District 5 
deserves mayoral representation just 
like any other district. Councilmember 
Zahra has earned more than enough 
respect (and votes) to be mayor protem, 
and eventually mayor.  

– Urooj Naveed 
Fullerton 

Opinion: District 5 Deprived  
of Mayoral Representation in City Council  

PHOTO CURTESY OF CITY OF LONG BEACH
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Standing from left: Katie, Erin, Mateo, Tegan, and  Francine (Young Observer 
Editor). Young Observers not in the photo are Irene, Rosie and Declan 

Young Observer Volunteers Share Their Thoughts on 4th Anniversary by Francine, 11th grade  

Many people find it 
incredible for me to have started my vol-
unteer work for the Observer since I was 
in 3rd grade. Though I did not personal-
ly know the people behind the newspa-
per when I accepted the invitation to be 
a kid columnist, through the years, the 
editor emeritus (Sharon Kennedy) and 
the current editor (Saskia Kenney) have 
been instrumental to my long tenure.  

They have given me the freedom to 
write on any topic I want to share with 
the community. They supported my 
ideas especially when I suggested letting 
other kids write, too, through the cre-
ation of the Young Observer page. My 
sense of community has become bigger- 
from my own family, it expanded to the 
Observer team and to the Fullerton com-
munity. To have the ability to make a 
difference in the lives of budding young 
writers and to the community, is a rare 
life-changing opportunity that I will 
treasure for the rest of my life.  

As an 11th grader, just one year shy of 
graduating from high school, taking AP 
classes, serving as ASB Election 
Commissioner in my school, managing 
the international friendship club I found-
ed, and going to after-school dance 
rehearsals for the Bayanihan Club's 
annual dance concert in spring, it is def-
initely not easy to work as Youth Editor 
for the Fullerton Observer at the same 
time. This is my fourth year as Youth 
Editor since our city newspaper 
launched the Young Observer page and 
my eighth year as a volunteer since I 
joined the paper as a kid columnist in 
third grade.  

As the years went by, I became busier 
with the demands from school and 
extracurricular activities often conflict-
ing with my duties as a writer and Youth 
Editor, but I can safely say there was 
never a single time I thought of giving 
up. My teammates, most of them have 
been with the Young Observer Club 
when it started, had their own struggles, 
too, but each one chose to stay.  

It is easy to think we all chose to keep 
our volunteer jobs because we need the 
volunteer hours or the experience but, 
what if there is so much more than what 
you might think? Read on to find out 
what other Young Observers say: 

 
Katie, 11th grade:  

Observer since 2018 (4 years): Even 
though I'm currently in my junior year 
of high school, which is known as the 
hardest year, I chose to stay as a contrib-
utor because I enjoy writing for others to 
read and the events that are hosted by 
the Young Observer Club for the team 
throughout the year are always fun to 
attend. I personally really like the Young 
Observer Club because it helps bring the 
group together through our shared inter-
ests and creates a more welcoming 
atmosphere whenever we meet in per-
son. 

Being a part of the Young Observer 
team gives me a space to express my 
love for my current favorite books 
through the book reviews that I write. It 
has also allowed me to meet new people 
and learn the basics of Journalism and 
local newspaper printing—how they are 
formatted, printed, and delivered to 
Fullerton residents. 

 
Erin, 8th grade:  

Observer since 2019 (3 years): I have 
moments when I don’t know what to 

write and it makes me frustrated and feel 
like giving up, but I chose to stay 
because  I am inspiring and influencing 
other kids through my comic strip, poem 
and feature articles.   

During the annual conference last 
week, we were given a list of topic 
choices and it was a source of encour-
agement because I’m always wondering 
what to write for my next article or draw 
for my next comic. It opened me to new 
potential ideas to cover. The Annual 
Conference is something fun to look for-
ward to because it’s a time to meet up 
with the other members of the team. Not 
only that but there is so much food, 
award certificates, fun games and prizes.  

 
Mateo, 9th grade:  

Observer since 2019 (3 years): The 
main thing that drives me to contribute 
to the Fullerton Observer is the opportu-
nity to voice my opinions and messages 
in our community. The youth does not 
have much of a voice in our society, but 
the Fullerton Observer provides a 
chance for us to be heard. There is a 
wide variety of topics we can write 
about. I typically write about memorable 
events or holidays here and around the 
world, but if I ever want to change the 
topic, I can do so in a reasonable manner 
without interrupting the entire operation. 
I believe that the writing I am doing now 
could potentially open up numerous 
pathways for me after high school and 
college. 

All in all, I feel inspired by the work I 
do and the experiences I have gained as 
a member of the Young Observers Club, 
although it is just a small group of aspir-
ing writers, we have a great sense of 
community and friendship, especially 
during our annual anniversary meetings, 
which are very fun to go to.  

 
Teagan, 5th grade:  

Observer since 2021 (2 years): 
Despite the demands of the school 
schedule, I find writing an enjoyable 
hobby. I appreciate the freedom to report 
on topics I find interesting and want to 
share with others. I would also like to 
learn the art of editing and perhaps be an 
editor one day. 

The Young Observer  Club gives me a 
sense of community. We enjoy writing, 
reporting, investigating our surround-
ings, learning about news reporting, 
ethics, and history of Fullerton. We have 
annual conference, which I look forward 
to because the team members are friend-
ly and welcoming.  

 
Declan, 7th grade:  

Observer since 2022 (1 years): The 
Young Observer page is an outlet and a 
means for me to share necessary infor-
mation about environmental changes.  I 
am the newest member and I look for-
ward to writing more about  preventing 
negative impacts on our planet.  The 
Young Observer team gives me a sense 
of community by appreciating my writ-
ing.  

 
Rosie, 6th grade:  

Observer since 2021 (2 years): 
Through the Young Observer section of 
the Fullerton Observer, I am able to 
express my thoughts. Sometimes, 
though, when I am extremely busy and I 
have an assignment to write, it makes 
me want to quit. But I stay as a contrib-
utor because I know that I am helping 

Join the Young Observers team   
If you think you would be a good fit to the team, you are welcome to join 

the Young Observer Club.  
There is so much more beyond simply writing an article or poem, or sub-

mitting a comic strip. You will gain community service hours, receive award 
certificates, participate in annual summer get-together and winter anniver-
sary conference that includes Ted Talks, games and prizes, while building 
friendship and valuable experience  that many universities look for in 
prospective students.   

Applications will be accepted until January 31, 2023.  
 

Please send your application with a cover letter and sample of your 
work to contact@fullertonobserver.com 

In Subject line put your name and YOC application.

Francine, 11th grade:  
Columnist since 2014 (8 years)  

and Youth Editor since 2018 (4 years):

the animals I write about  in my column 
"Featured Pet and Endangered Species." 
Then, I think about how great an experi-
ence writing in a newspaper is and that 
motivates me to keep going. The Young 
Observers Club  gives me a sense of 
community. Our club keeps us together 
by meeting annually. I enjoy and look 
forward to the annual conferences 
because of the feeling of companion-
ship. I am encouraged by the list of topic 
choices provided at the annual confer-
ence last week  because I am glad that I 
have a selection to choose from. I hope I 
will write for the Young Observer for a 
long time.  

 
Irene, 11th grade:  

Observer since 2018 (4 years): There 
are many moments when I struggle to 
find the proper topic and article to for-
mulate. Although I have never once con-
sidered quitting, these moments do 
make it challenging to continue forward 
with my deadlines. Beyond this. my pas-
sion for reporting has taken me to great 
lengths in my journey with the Young 
Observer team.  

As a strongly outspoken individual, I 
believe that it's critical that students like 
myself are given an outlet to share their 
beliefs and thoughts. Responsible for 
drafting opinion and trends-related 
write-ups, I'm always looking for new 
ways to guide discussions on political 
matters as well as light-hearted social 
media movements. With that being said, 
I'm beyond grateful for this opportunity 
to write stories on issues that I feel very 
strongly about.  

The occasional feedback and com-
ments from community members and 

the Fullerton Observer readers inspire 
me to become an even more dedicated 
reporter and passionate student. 
Although it seems like nothing more 
than humble recognition, it warms my 
heart that somebody in our community 
has taken the time out of their day to 
read my work and offer valuable feed-
back. It is in these very moments that I 
feel the most pride in being a Young 
Observer contributor.  

The Young Observer page is an outlet 
created for and by young students to 
give the Fullerton Observer audience a 
wider perspective on our community's 
issues. For me, the Young Observer is 
more than just a mere page in the publi-
cation, it's a team and family that nur-
tures brilliant students, writers, and 
community members.  

The Young Observers Club is an 
incredible opportunity for local students 
to meet other adolescents outside of 
their limited bubble. It brings awareness 
to other cultures while emphasizing the 
value of friendship.  

The Young Observers Club is in itself, 
a community.  Although I was unable to 
make it to this year's Annual Conference 
last week, it is always something that I 
look forward to. I love having the oppor-
tunity to bond with other young writers, 
as well as reflect back on the team's con-
tributions.  The work that I do for the 
Young Observer page is extremely 
meaningful in my journey to becoming a 
brighter community member. I care 
about our city, and if my stories can 
make a valuable difference to our com-
munity, I would take any necessary 
measures to continue my work. 
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What’s Trending by Irene, 11th grade

Featured Pet & Trivia by Rosie, 6th grade

Meet Sapphire
Sapphire, a Belgian 

Malinois Mix, is a two-
year-old dog who seemed 

as cold as the winter at first. Being nervous 
upon arrival, the Orange County Animal 
Care Staff treated her with gentleness, 
making sure that she had time and space to 
adjust.  

She loves playing fetch and appreciates 
quality time with two-leggers. Due to her 
reserved personality, Sapphire would 
sparkle in a home with older children. 

Animal ID#: A1782347 
Call (714) 935-6848 to schedule an 

appointment today! (Walk-ins welcome) 
Or visit ocpetinfo.org

Making a Statement
In the early hours 

of July 12, 2020, 
after leaving a pool 

party hosted at Kylie Jenner’s house, 
American rapper Megan Thee Stallion 
was shot in her feet during an argument 
with Canadian artist and her then-part-
ner, Tory Lanez. Over two years later, on 
Friday, Dec. 23, a Los Angeles jury 
found Lanez guilty on three felony 
accounts. Though justice was achieved 
in a judicial sense, Megan has yet to 
receive public redress from her online 
critics.  

Upon coming forward with her gun 
violence story, the rapper faced a series 
of intense online harassment, filled with 
death threats and sardonic memes. 
Following a similar sequence to pop 
artist Rihanna’s 2009 domestic abuse 
trial, this very villainization of black 
women in the entertainment industry is a 
common occurrence. Defined by Google 
as the “dislike of, contempt for, or 
ingrained prejudice against Black 
women,” misogynoir continues to 
plague pop culture, even in the 21st cen-
tury. In fact, Megan’s case perfectly 
exposes the media’s callous attitude 
toward black women and their adversi-
ties. Not only were netizens making 
futile attempts to discredit her injuries 
and testimony, they actively defended 
the perpetrator, Lanez. 

When celebrities and influencers like 

Lanez publicly reveal their contempt 
toward women, their millions of follow-
ers are naturally inclined to do the same. 
We’ve seen this before. Andrew Tate, 
Chris Brown and Drake are just a few of 
the many examples. In his 2022 track, 
“Circo Loco,” with 21 Savage, 
Canadian artist, Drake references 
Megan’s experience, rapping, “This 
bitch lie ‘bout gettin shots but she still a 
stallion.” His misogynistic lyrics pro-
voked even more backlash targeted at 
the Grammy award-winning female 
artist.  

But if there’s one thing that’s been 
made profoundly clear from this case, 
it’s that women are powerful. The purple 
blazer that she wore to her Dec. 13 court 
testimony was a power statement, not a 
provocative outfit to fuel internet gossip. 
As a matter of fact, the color purple has 
been historically worn in celebration of 
women’s rights and domestic violence 
awareness. Yet the internet fails to see 
beyond her cleavage. The objectification 
of women, particularly that of black 
women, needs to end. It’s time we listen 
to these stories and reform this toxic vic-
tim-blaming culture.  

 
•https://www.nytimes.com/article/tory

-lanez-trial-megan-thee-stallion.html 
 
•https://19thnews.org/2022/12/megan-

thee-stallion-testimony-justice/ Aaruni Thakur sworn in as president of 
Fullerton School District 

Fullerton School District (FSD) wel-
comed its newest Board of Trustee, 
Ruthi Hanchett, established the Board of 
Trustees organizational structure, and 
approved meeting dates for the new year 
on Tuesday, December 13, 2022.  

Along with welcoming Trustee 
Hanchett, the Board of Trustees also 

approved Trustee Aaruni Thakur as 
Board President, Trustee Leonel 
Talavera as Board Vice President, 
Trustee Hilda Sugarman as Board Clerk, 
Trustees Beverly Berryman and 
Hanchett will serve as members, and 
Superintendent Dr. Bob Pletka will con-
tinue to serve as the Board Secretary.

Aaruni Thakur (second from right) was sworn in  
as Fullerton School Board President with his family beside him. 

  We expect there to be an increase 
in cases reported during the winter 
season and want to ensure that fami-
lies know how to respond due to lim-
ited staffing during the holidays.  

• Only notify the school if a student 
remains in isolation on January 10th.    

• Families should continue to follow 
the Student Decision Tree 
(www.fullertonsd.org/Page/8488) - 

Current for COVID-19 confirmed 
positive cases. 

• Families are encouraged to test for 
COVID-19 on the Sunday before 
returning to campus.   

• It is recommended that families 
monitor their children for other respi-
ratory illnesses and follow the 
District’s Student Illness Guidelines. 

Happy New Year!

Here are some general reminders  
so you can plan appropriately for a safe return  

to school on January 10th: 
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TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2023

A group of British poets—Wilfred 
Owen, Rupert Brook, Siegfried Sassoon, 
and others—born in the late nineteenth 
century, came of age to serve during the 
Great War, which lasted from 1914 to 
1918 and involved brutal and protracted 
trench warfare. Their writing reflected 
the horrors and senselessness of warfare 
as their poems presented a view of com-
bat divergent from the glory of battle 
described in prior war poems.  

Benediction focuses on Siegfried 
Sassoon (Jack Lowden), who did sur-
vive the war, unlike many of his com-
rades, and lived well into the mid-twen-
tieth century. However, the one fellow 
poet, whose work Sassoon 
most admired—Wilfred 
Owen (Matthew 
Tennyson)—died in battle 
just hours before the war’s 
end. Writer-director Terence 
Davies begins the movie 
with archival footage of bat-
tlefield slaughter with a 
voice-over comprised of 
Sassoon’s writing taken 
from his letters, poems, and 
journals.  

We pick up on Sassoon’s 
stellar service in the Great 
War as well as his ambivalence toward 
the fighting. Sassoon has distinguished 
himself as a courageous officer and is 
decorated for his bravery, but then he 
does a reversal when he refuses to return 
to the battlefield, risking court-martial, 
even execution. Through the interven-
tion of a close friend, Robbie Ross 
(Simon Russell Beale), Sassoon is 
instead declared ill and sent to a military 
hospital in Scotland. There we see his 
sessions with his assigned doctor, a 
humane and understanding physician, 
both of whom discuss the fact that 
homosexuality is their preferred 
lifestyle.   

We have already viewed this choice by 
Sassoon in his erotic friendships with 
Owen and, after Owen’s  death, with 
Ivor Novella (Jeremy Irvine), and later 
with Stephen Tennant (Calam Lynch). 
Although homosexuality is not unusual 
with upper class Brits, it is not an 
accepted lifestyle by British society in 
general. These men are all aware that 
they are only one generation removed 
from the fate of esteemed writer Oscar 
Wilde, who was sent to prison for his 
homosexuality. 

The movie does not make clear the 
source of Sassoon’s financial income. It 

is not implied that he survives on his lit-
erary prowess, as respected and admired 
as that is. But Sassoon does move easily 
within the company of affluent artists or 
patrons of artists. We see them all 
attending a Diaghilev ballet. Within his 
circle of friends, we see him as a chosen 
guest in the glittering society of Edith 
Sitwell, T.E. Lawrence and Winston 
Churchill. Wit abounds in the conversa-
tions of Sassoon and his companions but 
it is often acerbic and can even be cruel. 

We are not fully prepared for a major 
life choice that Sassoon makes before 
reaching middle age. After several 
affairs with men, who never choose 

monogamy but remain 
promiscuous, Sassoon 
decides to permanently give 
up the homosexual lifestyle, 
marry a woman and have an 
offspring. Being handsome, 
sophisticated and capable of 
charm, Sassoon has no diffi-
culty finding a suitable 
spouse. Within his circle of 
friends he becomes 
acquainted with a lovely 
young woman, Hester Gatty 
(Kate Phillips), who 
responds graciously to his 

attentions and eagerly accepts his mar-
riage proposal. They become the parents 
of one son, George .  

The movie jumps several years ahead 
and Sassoon is now played by Peter 
Capaldi and Hester by Gemma Jones. 
We see him with his grown son, George. 
Sassoon has remained monogamous and 
has settled into a traditional lifestyle, but 
he has never lost his acerbic personality. 
We have every reason to assume that 
both wife and son have had to adapt to 
life with a man who will never be com-
pletely content with his life, yet remains 
faithful to the choices he has made. 

Besides the fine acting in Benediction 
on the part of the leading and supporting 
characters, all of whom create distinc-
tive on-screen personalities, one of the 
strengths of Benediction is Davies’ use 
of voice-over readings from Sassoon’s 
own writing. He also uses a musical 
score that helps create the passage of 
time. George and Ira Gershwin and the 
music of Ralph Vaughan Williams are 
used effectively as we move through the 
twentieth century. 

Benediction can be seen on HULU. 
However, during the first 20 minutes of 
the film, there are two commercial inter-
ruptions.

FRI, SAT, SUN  
January 20 - February 26 

• 8pm & 6pm: Misery: Maverick 
Theater: Misery follows successful 
romance novelist Paul Sheldon, who is 
rescued from a car crash by his “Number 
One Fan,” Annie Wilkes, and wakes up 
captive in her secluded home. While 
Paul is convalescing, Annie reads the 
manuscript to his newest novel and 
becomes enraged when she discovers 
the author has killed off her favorite 
character, Misery Chastain.  
Annie forces Paul to write a new 
“Misery” novel, and he quickly realizes 
Annie has no intention of letting him go 
anywhere.The irate Annie has Paul writ-
ing as if his life depends on it, and it 
does. RATED ADULT, not appropriate 
for under 13     Tickets $15 - $30 

110 E Walnut Ave, unit B, Fullerton 
(714) 526-7070   mavericktheater.com  

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  
January 27 - February 26 

• 3pm & 8pm: Ride the Cyclone: 
Chance Theater at the Bette Aitken 
Theater Arts Center:  When life goes 
off the rails, we discover what really 
matters. Strap yourself in for a bracingly 
funny, supremely inventive musical 
journey with more twists and turns than 
the rickety rollercoaster that sends six 
teenagers prematurely into the afterlife. 
Now trapped in a fantastical carnival-
like purgatory, a mechanical fortune 
teller invites the teens to tell their stories 
of life interrupted with the promise of a 
prize like no other – the chance to return 
to life. Already being lauded as a con-
temporary musical masterpiece, this 
quirky, smart, and darkly hilarious show 
reveals the resilience of the human spirit 
with a riveting score that skillfully 
mixes cabaret, hip-hop, and Broadway. 
NOTE: This show contains strong lan-
guage and mature themes. $45 

5522 E La Palma Drive, Anaheim 
888-455-4212 (M-F 12-3pm) 

www.chancetheater.com 

 
Friday, January 13 

• 8pm: Legends: Keola Beamer & 
Henry Kapono, with Moanalani 
Beamer: Irvine Barclay Theatre, 
Cheng Hall: Share the Spirit of the 
Islands with Icons of Hawaii. 
Keola Beamer and Henry Kapono are 
legends of Hawaiian music. Each of 
these icons rose to fame as leaders at the 
creative forefront of the Hawaiian music 
renaissance of the 1970s. More than 50 
years later they continue to perform at 
the highest levels of musical imagina-
tion. 

4242 Campus Dr, Irvine, CA 92612 
Phone (949) 854-4646 

Box Office open: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; 
Sat & Sun noon to 4pm  

WED & THURS 
February 22 & 23 

• 9:30am, 12:30pm, & 7pm: The 
Outsiders: La Mirada Theatre for the 
performing arts: The Outsiders is seen 
through the eyes of Ponyboy, a Greaser 
on the wrong side of life who is caught 
up in territorial battles between the 
have- it- made rich kids, The Socs, and 
his tough, underprivileged family and 
friends. As these young people try to 
find themselves and each other, the sad-
ness of sophistication begins to reach 
them, and change them. 
14900 La Mirada Boulevard La Mirada 

Box Office: 562-944-9801 
www.lamiradatheatre.com  

BENEDICTION: Two Hits

Brea Improv 
180 S Brea Blvd, Brea 92821 

Https://improv.com/brea 
714-482-0700 

Jan 4: Jason Ellis 
Jan 5-8 six shows: Russell Peters 

Jan 11: Rex Navarrete 
Jan 12: Julie Kim 

Jan 13-14 four shows: Chris D’Elia 
Jan 18: Cory Michaelis 

Jan 19-21 five shows: Leanne Morgan 
Jan 22: Carlas Ballarta 

Jan 25: Michael Blackson 
Jan 27-28 four shows:  

Harland Williams 
Jan 29 two shows: Ali Wong 

Feb 1: Jeff Leeson 
Feb 2: Depths of Wikipedia 

Feb 3-4 four shows: Gabriel Iglesias 
Feb 5:  

Alfred Robles & Martin Moreno 
Feb 14: Ian Bagg 

Feb 15: Joey Avery 

Feb 16-19 six shows: Tracy Morgan 

Ali Wong at Brea Improve Jan 29

THURSDAY, January 12 
• 7:30pm: Pink Martini: Segerstrom 
Hall: Featuring a dozen musicians, with 
songs in 25 languages, Pink Martini per-
forms its multilingual repertoire on con-
cert stages on six continents. After mak-
ing their European debut at the Cannes 
Film Festival in 1997 and orchestral 
debut with the Oregon Symphony in 
1998, the band has gone on to play with 
more than 50 orchestras around the 
world, including multiple engagements 
with the Los Angeles Philharmonic at 
the Hollywood Bowl, the Boston Pops, 
the National Symphony at the Kennedy 
Center, the San Francisco Symphony, 
the Cleveland Orchestra, and the BBC 
Concert Orchestra at Royal Albert Hall 
in London. In 2014, Pink Martini was 
inducted into both the Hollywood Bowl 
Hall of Fame and the Oregon Music Hall 
of Fame. 
Pink Martini is presented with generous 
support from Steve & Herma Brenneis.     
Tickets $37 - $127 

600 Town Center Dr, Costa Mesa 
(714) 556-2787   www.scfta.org  

THURS, FRI, SAT 
 January 12 - 14 

• 8pm: Mahler Symphony No. 9: 
Segerstrom Hall: It's Mahler's last 
completed symphony. Poignant and pro-
found, the Ninth is Mahler’s moving tes-
tament of the artist and his own mortali-
ty.  Preview Talk at 7 p.m. with host 
Alan Chapman 
Tickets $25 - $135 

600 Town Center Dr, Costa Mesa 
(714) 556-2787   www.scfta.org
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Fullerton  
Museum Center 

 
FRIDAY JANUARY 13 

6PM - 9PM 
Wine and Paint Night:  

Dream Collages 
1 drink coupon with purchase  

+ all supplies included 
Fullerton Museum Center,  

301 N Pomona Ave.  
(714) 738-6545 

fullertonmuseum.com 

Hawaiian Christmas Concert with Grammy 
Winner Jim Kimo West by Sara Kil 

Who wouldn't like a little Hawaiian 
sound in their Christmas tunes? A little 
Hawaiian slack key Christmas song to 
brighten up the mood. It is beautiful sto-
rytelling through dance and the rich his-
tory of Hawaii's people and their music. 

Jim Kimo West brought the soothing 
sounds of Hawaiian slack-key 
Christmas music with two hula dancers 
and his wife Diana at the Cultural 
Center on December 22 at 7:30 p.m.  

What a treat! It's been a couple of 
years since Jim Kimo West was at the 
Muckenthaler. We heard a few songs 
from his recent album Ka Honua 
Maluhia: Peaceful World and the tradi-
tional Christmas songs. 

What is Hawaiian slack key music? 
“Slack key” is a way of tuning com-

bined with a specific way of playing the 
guitar. Changing the tuning the relation-
ship of the open string notes to allow for 
new melodic and chordal possibilities 

on the fretboard. There are literally hun-
dreds of tunings. 

Slack-key guitar is a fingerstyle genre 
of guitar music that originated in Hawaii 
after Portuguese cowboys introduced 
Spanish guitars there in the late 19th 
century. The Hawaiians did not embrace 
the tuning of the traditional Spanish gui-
tars they encountered. 

Grammy Winner Jim "Kimo" West is 
known as one of the world's top "slack 
key" guitarists. He's also a composer for 
film and TV and a long-time guitarist on 
"Weird Al" Yankovic's CDs and tours. 
He performs regularly at concerts and 
festivals. 

My favorite song was "Twelve Days 
of Christmas" (Covid Version). They 
play around with the lyrics, being cre-
ative and original. The song's lyrics con-
stantly change every year. For more 
information on entertainment at the 
Muckenthaler visit: https://themuck.org

Certified  
Farmers Market

 
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

•8:30am-12:30pm:  
It is small, BUT they have the best  

avocados,  apples, oranges,  
lemons, strawberries,  honey,  

nuts and tamales!  
Fullerton Community Center 
340 W Commonwealth Ave  

No farmers . . . No food!  
Support local farmers!

Friday & Saturday, January 6 & 7 
• Friday, 2–4:30pm: Native Plant Sale: 
Fullerton Arboretum: Fullerton 
Arboretum members* and Titan Card 
holders only. 
• Saturday, 9am–3pm, Open to the 
public. *Members receive a 10% dis-
count on all plant purchases during the 
sale. Shop over 100 varieties of 
California Natives and other drought-
friendly plants. All of the plants offered 
for sale are grown right here at the 
Arboretum. 

1900 Associated Rd. Fullerton 
657-278-3407 

https://fullertonarboretum.org  
Thurs, Jan 5, 2023  

• 4pm: Senior Drum Circle with Aimee 
Aul: Fullerton Community Center: 
Come join the one & only Aimee Aul to 
express yourself, connect with others, & 
lift your spirits in 2023. No musical 
experience is necessary! While a limited 
number of drums will be provided, par-
ticipants with drums, or any hand per-
cussion instruments are encouraged to 
bring them. 

340 W Commonwealth Ave 
714-738-6575  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
• 7:30pm: Lizzie No: The 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center:  New 
York singer-songwriter, harpist and gui-
tarist Lizzie No is one of the most excit-
ing new voices in contemporary 
Americana music. She has showcased at 
Americanafest, South by Southwest, and 
the Mile of Music Festival.  
Her 2019 album, "Vanity", was a hit at 
college radio stations across the country, 
cracking the NACC Top Adds Chart.  
$35 
• A beer and wine bar will be available. 
• Parking is FREE in The Muck lot.  

714-738-6595 | info@themuck.org 
1201 W. Malvern Ave, Fullerton

Butterfly Portrait by Elenora Waisanen

January 17 - February 09 
FJUHSD STUDENT ART SHOW 

Muckenthaler Main & North Gallery 
This annual exhibition features the work 
of 100 talented high school students 
from La Habra, Fullerton, Troy, Sunny 
Hills, Sonora, Buena Park, La Vista and 
La Sierra.  
The collection is judged by their own art 
teachers and is comprised of a variety of 
mediums: painting, photography, sculp-
ture, ceramics, etc.  

Gallery Hours:  
Monday-Friday: 10am-5pm  

*Saturday-Sunday: 12m-4pm 
Please call for up to date information. 
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center | 
714-738-6595 | info@themuck.org 
1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton
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Healthy Awareness 
 by Jo Ann Branno   ck, Ph.D. © 2023

How to Achieve Happiness in 2023  
In my last article in December, I fin-

ished by leaving you with three ques-
tions: 1) Why am I here? (everyone is 
here for a reason); 2) What am I sup-
posed to be doing?; and 3) How do I go 
about doing it? I would like to expand 
on what I was trying to get across. All of 
these questions are asking you to find a 
purpose in your life and to bring some 
sort of fulfillment and meaning – a kind 
of happiness. Sounds easy? But for most 
of us it can be overwhelming.   

Where do we start in this new jour-
ney? We can start by developing a plan 
on paper by listing things that are impor-
tant to us and finding a way to connect 
the dots. Ideas that can help in finding 
meaning could be as simple as medita-
tion; socializing; networking; and join-
ing groups with similar interests. Even 
doing these suggestions, I guarantee that 
you will not be happy ALL the time.  So 
many of us place too much importance 
on feeling happy which is unrealistic as 
happiness is a fleeting feeling.  

Happiness is brain-directed meaning 
you can redirect your negative thoughts 
to positive thoughts similar to cognitive 
behavioral therapy. For example, instead 
of thinking, “I am always failing,” you 
change your thought to “I sometimes 
fail” or “I may have failed at this partic-
ular task, but I learned something from 
it.” By making the choice to focus on the 

positive things in our lives versus the 
negative ones it can bring a sense of 
gratitude.   

Also, when we complete a task on our 
own, we feel a sense of pride and fulfill-
ment. It makes us feel a sense of power 
in our own destiny - that we were able to 
do something on our own instead of 
having to depend on others to do it for 
us! Figuring out what drives our 
happiness is key – everyone is 
different, and no path fits us all!       

We also tend to equate success 
with happiness which can lead 
to a feeling of emptiness. 
Instead, doing meaningful work 
such as volunteering for a chari-
ty can lead to happiness because 
you are helping others which 
brings a sense of fulfillment and 
joy. Many of us think that if we 
could only win the lottery this 
would make us happy because 
we would have the resources to 
buy whatever we wanted. 
However, happiness is not relat-
ed to material things but rather 
life experiences and the memories we 
create.        

Money and success are not the path to 
happiness in fact it can be quite the 
opposite. In Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol, we see the character of 
the nephew of Ebenezer Scrooge saying 

Resolving to eat healthier or give up 
smoking is great, but adding these steps 
are likely to have long-term benefits on 
your overall well being. Here three 
things you can do to have a healthier 
you..  

Schedule Your Annual 
Wellness Exam 

Many people don’t visit their doctor 
unless they feel sick, are worried about 
a possible infection, or have some type 
of injury. But one of the best ways to 
make sure you stay healthy is by getting 
an Annual Wellness Exam.  

Practice Safer Sex 
Using protection like condoms to pre-

vent the spread of sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs) is not only a healthy 
practice for you, it helps keep your sex-
ual partners healthy as well.  

STIs are really common. Most people 

who have an STI don’t have any symp-
toms, meaning they could unknowingly 
spread the infection to a partner. 
Without treatment, STIs can lead to seri-
ous health problems. But the good news 
is that getting tested is simple, and most 
STIs are easy to treat. 

Prioritize Healthy 
Relationships 

Romantic relationships can be excit-
ing and fun, but they aren’t always easy. 
It’s important to learn how to communi-
cate your feelings and recognize what 
could be unhealthy for you. 

If you find yourself with someone who 
tries to control you or your time, or 
always wants to know where you are, it 
may not be a healthy relationship. 
Ending relationships isn’t easy, but 
making sure you are caring for yourself 
and your own mental health is best. 

I’m baaaaccckkkk! Hi everyone! I am 
happy to say that I am once again writ-
ing for the Fullerton Observer! So, let’s 
check in. How are you all? Have you 
been doing good self-care? Every day, 
what do you do that is moving you 
towards your goal of mental health? 

The whole country is in a mental 
health crisis, for many reasons, COVID 
not being the least of them. The begin-
ning of the year is a great time to do this 
checkup: what are you doing to take 
care of you? 

I do not doubt that you know many 
ways to do healthy self-care. You have 
read about them, perhaps been recom-
mended different strategies, seen friends 
or loved ones engage in nurturing activ-

ities.  What has intrigued you? Have you 
always wanted to try meditation? Very 
easy to get started now with all of the 
apps now available! Curious about dif-
ferent exercise regimens? Every single 
gym has specials going on now. So 
many ways to start on a healthier path. 

This is my suggestion for you to ask 
yourself: what is one small change that 
you can make in your life that will help 
you create more balance in your life? It 
may be as simple as going outside and 
looking at nature for 5 minutes. Yes, that 
one small thing may help you on a path 
towards a healthier life. 

Make one change today! I am glad to 
be back, helping you to a healthier life!

What has intrigued you?

BALANCE & CHANGE 
 by Michelle Gottlieb, Psy.D., MFT, LPCC © 2023

to his uncle, “You are rich, you should 
be happy,” but he is far from happy, he 
is downright miserable. What is missing 
in his life is empathy and compassion 
for mankind. It is not until he is visited 
by Marley, a business partner and friend 
who passed away years before. Marley 
is shackled in locks and chains repre-
senting the life he led and tells Scrooge 
that his chains are much longer and 
heavier than his. He is trying to help 
Scrooge by telling him there is time to 
change his fate. He tells Scrooge he will 
be visited by three ghosts who will show 
him the past, present, and future of his 
life.   

The ghost of the past shows 
Scrooge memories of his child-
hood as a lonely young boy in 
boarding school, his relation-
ship with his beloved sister, and 
his first love who left him 
because he chose money over 
their relationship. The ghost of 
the present shows Scrooge his 
miserable ways, the lives of 
those who have little or no 
money and Cratchit’s life of 
love and happiness with his 
family despite their poverty. 
The ghost of the future shows 
the passing of Tiny Tim, 
Cratchit’s youngest son, and the 
passing of Scrooge himself with 

no interest from the town’s residents 
only scavengers robbing his casket. 
Through all of this, Scrooge was able to 
see what a miserable person he had 
become and decided to change the way 
he lived his life to one of purpose, grati-
tude, and compassion for mankind.    

People who see themselves as a victim 

cannot be happy because they blame 
others for what happens to them, see the 
world as unfair, and are generally angry. 
As an adult, you need to take responsi-
bility for your present life and not con-
tinually blame your parents. It is impor-
tant to address those childhood issues 
through therapy or other positive means 
and move forward with your life. 
Blaming others for our misfortunes as 
adults stagnates any chance at finding 
growth and happiness. Sometimes these 
grievances held since childhood can 
result in estrangement that can last for 
years if not forever! 

Lastly, there are those losses in life 
that we all go through such as your chil-
dren growing up and moving away; sud-
den illness such as stroke, cancer, or 
heart attack; aging and death. However, 
one can choose to adapt to these 
unavoidable circumstances in a healthy 
positive way by putting your energy into 
working on improving your outlook.   

Eddie Jaku, who spent seven years in 
the horrors of Buchenwald in 
Auschwitz, and then was forced to walk 
in the death march during the Third 
Reich’s last days, demonstrated how one 
can overcome these very negative trau-
matic experiences. In his book, The 
Happiest Man on Earth, he talks about 
courage, resilience, kindness, and love. 
At the age of 100, despite these horrific 
events, he called himself the “happiest 
man on earth.” It was his determination 
to redirect the way his brain into turning 
very negative events into something he 
learned from.   

In the end, having meaning and pur-
pose in life are important components to 
being happy!   

 
Money  

and  
success  

are not the 
path to  

happiness  
in fact  

they can be 
quite  
the  

opposite.

Tips to Have a Healthy New Year 
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2023  • JonDobrer@mac.com

Year End Column 2022 

We all know the important and contro-
versial events that made 2022 special 
and sometimes especially horrible: 

1. Invasion of Ukraine 
2. Nice Words but Little Action on 
Climate Change 
3. Committee and DOJ Investigation 
of Trump 
4. Covid (illusion of control here 
while running amuck in China) 
5. The Overturning of Roe v Wade  
Believing in the erudition of my read-

ers, I’m not going over these already 
well-covered topics. I’m looking at the 
important under-covered, crazy and the 
painfully obvious because I believe that 
our society is revealed at its ragged 
edges. 

Let’s look at some outrages, follies 
and the inexplicable. 

Why did our Congress have to wrestle 
whether to define lynching as a hate 
crime? Isn’t it self-evident that if you 
grab someone and drag (usually him) to 
a tree, string him up and watch him die 
that your actions are driven by hate and 
not a generous heart? Three Republicans 
voted against this bill. 

Why are some of the most 
important political and liter-
ary documents widely cele-
brated, yet go largely 
unread? I’m thinking of the 
Mueller Report, the 800 
pages of the 1/6 Committee 
Report along with Ezra 
Pound’s Cantos and James 
Joyce’s Ulysses. And don’t 
forget the Patriot Act and the 
4,000-page Omnibus spend-
ing bill. All referenced and 
unread. 

We also have political 
rhetoric that is designed to 
misinform or distract. 
Newly elected Los Angeles 
Mayor Karen Bass admitted 
(after the election) that the 
homelessness crisis couldn’t 
be solved in four years. 
Defeated mayoral candidate 
Rick Caruso had solemnly 
promised that he couldn’t 
solve the problem in two 
years. Quite a choice when 
you think about it. But 
you’re not supposed to think about it. 

Going along with trying to solve 
homelessness is our exhortation to 
investors to please build more dwelling 
units. Just don’t count on collecting rent 
or evicting people who don’t pay. Yes, I 
understand the argument, but do politi-
cians not understand negative incen-
tives? 

My favorite political story—and it’s 
nuanced—is about Congressman elect 
George Santos (No, not George Soros!). 
He ran on a resume that seems to be 
wholly fabricated, citing a university, he 
neither graduated from nor attended and 
two financial corporations for whom he 
never worked. But the best part is that he 
claimed to be a Republican, a Jew 
descended from Ukrainian Holocaust 
survivors and Gay. He is apparently 
none of these. Yet this is kind of a feel-
good story because he thought being a 
Gay Jewish Republican would work to 
his advantage. And it did! 

My second favorite headline, repeated 
often in many newspapers and websites 
is “Trump Lied!” Well, yes. Ok. But is 

there anything new that makes this 
news? Seems to be baked into this mud-
pie. Trump lied about being under audit. 
He lied about his relationship with a 
porn star. (Why is it always a porn 
“star?” Are there no minor parts or, uh, 
second bananas? Is just being filmed 
enough to make you a star?” This seems 
to devalue stardom.) He lied about not 
knowing that David Duke, Nick Fuentes 
and Kanye West were anti-Semites. In 
all fairness, it may be confusing that an 
Hispanic and African American hang 
with White Supremacists. I’m sure that 
better minds than Trump’s are boggled 
by this. When the 1/6 Committee 
accused Trump of being the mastermind 
behind the many attempts to overthrow 
the election, Trump took it as a compli-
ment, never before having been called a 
mastermind. 

In international news, when Queen 
Elizabeth II died it was a huge world-
wide story. When Prince Charles 
ascended to the throne and became King 
Charles III, it was hardly remarked 
upon. The monarchy may never be over-
thrown but simply fade to irrelevance. 

In related news, the 
biggest controversy in 
England was what would 
last longer, an unrefrigerated 
head of lettuce or the term of 
Prime Minister Liz Truss? 
Alas, Truss’s salad days 
were brief, and the lettuce 
outlived her stint. 

King Charles III has 
already outlasted both Truss 
and the lettuce. A kinder 
gentler monarch than Henry 
VIII, there’s no Tower of 
London for Andrew and 
Harry—only eviction and 
exile. 

My favorite headline was a 
warning against licking 
frogs. I seldom need to be 
warned against doing some-
thing that I don’t want to do. 
However, some people 
apparently go around licking 
frogs in the hope of absorb-
ing a powerful hallucinogen. 
I know many women who 
complain that they had to 

“kiss a lot of frogs” before finding their 
Prince Charming. These stories could be 
related. Charm can be a powerful hallu-
cinogen.   

An issue that doesn’t get enough atten-
tion is artificial intelligence. God knows 
that there’s little enough intelligence 
organic or artificial. Its value is in its 
scarcity. Still, many fear being replaced 
by robots or computers. Don’t surrender 
yet. AI may think faster than we do, play 
chess better and even pass the Turing 
test of carrying on a conversation that 
distinguished scientists can’t tell is com-
puter generated. However, so far, it can-
not drive a Tesla without occasionally 
crashing, sometimes with fatal results. 
On the other hand, the organic intelli-
gence of Elon Musk may not be able to 
drive either Twitter or Tesla without cor-
porately fatal crashes. 

Let’s hope that our politicians, both 
here and abroad, can use all forms of 
intelligence and possibly even common 
sense, to keep us on the road and out of 
the ditches. Here’s to a better, wiser and 
more peaceful 2023!
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Home(less) for the Holidays 
First and foremost, this columnist’s 

honest hopes are that you had a Merry 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, or 
whatever spiritually-oriented holiday 
you just finished celebrating. While 
playing a favorite Christmas mixtape, 
these lyrics from Pete Townshend 
popped into my head: “But Tommy 
doesn’t know what day it is/He doesn’t 
know who Jesus was or what praying 
is.” Fans of The Who will recognize the 
lyrics from “Christmas,” from their rock 
opera Tommy. Which (very tangentially) 
raises a very relevant question: what is 
Christmas like for the homeless?  

Let’s start with the things we associate 
with Christmas and all such winter holi-
days: family gatherings (functional and 
dysfunctional), cold weather (some-
times with snow, sometimes not), pres-
ents (some appropriate, some 
treasured for a lifetime, and 
some unwanted) and seasonal 
appeals to our spirits and our 
pocketbooks, delivered through 
every form of media. The 
Christmases of our childhood, 
often idyllic and filled with 
warm, loving memories of 
Yuletide fires and Christmas 
choirs, are supplanted over 
time by more realistic appear-
ances. 

The homeless see Christmas 
with all the veils removed. 
They can see beyond the sham 
of commercially-induced hap-
piness. In an environment 
where fights can start over triv-
ialities like a loud radio, the 
peace and contentment people experi-
ence at this time of year is to the 
unhoused a fond memory, a bad joke, or 
just another meaningless Hallmark holi-
day movie. 

But there are times, when those now-
traditional Christmas songs and carols 
come on the radio, that those memories 
take over and we remember we have the 
same feelings, want the same things. For 
all that society has taken from us, or all 
that we have taken from ourselves, there 
is a core in us that responds to those 
words, as long practice has drilled into 
us. 

And yes, some of us do go home for 
the holidays–if the fates, the Feds and 
the DA will allow. For the rest, it’s 
another Christmas dinner at the shelter 
or nearby church. But at least there’s 
warm food, and company. Far better 
than to sit alone in an apartment, with 
only old memories and a space heater to 
keep us warm. 

There isn’t any one best way to cele-
brate in this holiday season, just as 
there’s lots of worse ways. But the worst 
are when the holidays summon nothing 
but indifference, when the songs leave 

us numb, when the Day of Days is just 
another day to get through. That’s what 
it became when my parents died. All the 
warmth went away, and the only deci-
sion left to make was whether to work 
an extra shift on Christmas Day to make 
more overtime. 

I sit finishing this essay on my bunk in 
the shelter on Christmas Eve. The staff 
has at least made an attempt to decorate 
the halls so they are less dreary. 
Tonight’s offering of pasta salad, how-
ever, left us cold, especially when con-
trasted with the offerings displayed on 
the local news, with their cameras lin-
gering on the grand feasts being prof-
fered in Los Angeles. But as my mother, 
who grew up during the Great 
Depression in an orphanage, used to tell 
me, “Beggars can’t be choosers.” So I 

am, indeed, thankful. Thankful 
for the shelter, the meal, the 
company, and the bed to sleep 
on.  

Another lyric, this one from 
Pete Sinfield via Greg Lake: 
“Hallelujah, Noel, either 
Heaven or Hell/We all get the 
Christmas we deserve.” Not the 
one we think we deserve. And 
there’s the rub: How to find 
solace at Christmas when 
everything in your life is at 
rock-bottom? When you’re cut 
off from family and friends? 
When the ones who loved you 
most all reside at the Happy 
Hunting Ground? 

To answer that overwhelming 
question,  I paraphrase a line 

from the Twelfth Doctor: “Christmas 
isn’t an emotion. Christmas is a prom-
ise.” The Bible tells us that the birth of 
Jesus Christ was intended to bring light 
to a dark world, forgiveness to sinners, 
and absolution of all sin to those who 
accept Jesus’ grace. Since we have free 
will, we have the option to accept or 
reject this grace. 

For others, the answers lie in Judaism, 
Islam, Buddhism, and all the other reli-
gions humans have created to explain 
the universe to themselves. Or none. 
Long story short: If we all get the 
Christmas we deserve, it’s up to us to 
decide whether “it’s a good one, without 
any fear.”  

Summing up: the holiday season is 
ours to make to order: good times, bad 
times, or work hours to get through. And 
if we have the power of choice, then 
why not choose the good? Consciously 
choose to accentuate the positives 
instead of the negatives. And whatever 
you do, don’t mess with Mister In-
Between. I have, and it’s a non-starter. 

 
Better times are coming 
…if we work for them.

AT HOME  
WITH THE HOMELESS  
by Andrew Williams © 2023 
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Dennis James Gibson, age 70, died 
December 11, 2022. He had recently 
been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 
Dennis is survived by his wife Marian, 
two children: Diane Gibson, and Amy 
Taylor. He also leaves behind one 
grandchild, Lyra Ransom. 

The oldest son of James and 
Jacqueline Gibson, he grew up in 
North Hollywood, California with his 
5 siblings. He graduated cum laude 
from University of Southern California 
with a Bachelor of Science in Applied 
Science as well as accomplishing a 
Masters in History in 1974. 

Dennis is a veteran of the Cold War 
having served in the United States 
Navy on nuclear powered submarines 
including USS Plunger. He also served 
on the USS Dixon and DSRV Mystic 
(deep sea rescue vehicle). His engi-
neering career included nuclear power 
energy (Palos Verdes Nuclear Power 

station), Rockwell International under-
water robotics, LMRS, and Boeing 
C17 projects. Over his lifetime his 
friends, colleagues, and family would 
describe him as a lively storyteller, a 
lover of travel and history, and a very 
generous man. 
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Dennis James Gibson 1952-2022 

Barbara Johnson and family surrounding Kathy with love October 2022 

After having brain cancer surgery 25 
years ago, Kathy experienced a recur-
rence of cancer in October 2022 and 
died on December 5. “Our family held 
each other close as we shared precious 
memories of Kathy! Even through our 
tears and sadness, we gave thanks and 
celebrated Kathy’s remarkable life of 
66 years at a beautiful service. We 
have faith that she has gone to join her 
Dad and whatever new adventure 
awaits her,” said Barbara Johnson, 
Kathy’s mother.  

As a little girl, Kathy was an excel-
lent mother’s helper. Kathy would 
even show the babysitters the proper 
way to diaper a baby. 

As a teenager she led the church 
youth group, participating in many 
service projects to improve the lives of 

those in need, and enjoying her 
favorite records by Joni Mitchell and 
Judy Collins. She mastered the stick 
shift on the VW bus so that she could 
get her license and help drive the 
whole family across the country to 
Massachusetts to visit aunts, uncles, 
and cousins. Kathy was determined to 
accomplish the goals she set for her-
self. 

Kathy was a caregiver. Helping her 
own grandparents and Rusty’s grand-
mother thrive as they aged, giving the 
gift of a trip to Europe to her Dad and 
Mom in 1985. Staying with her moth-
er when her father died in 1990. She 
was endlessly generous and kind. 

Her husband Rusty said that Kathy 
faced her final days with dignity and 
fortitude.

Kathy Johnson Rudy 1956-2022

Middle Class Tax Refund Debit Cards  
California Attorney General Bonta 

issued a consumer alert warning 
Californians of scammers targeting the 
state’s middle-class tax refund. 
Californians eligible for this one-time 
refund will automatically receive a pay-
ment by January 2023 by direct deposit 
or on a debit card. 

You do not need to take any action or 
pay any money to receive the refund. 
The FTB already has all the information 
needed to make a direct deposit into 
your checking account or to send you a 
prepaid debit card. Anyone who claims 
they can get you your money quicker is 
a scammer.  Don’t fall for text messages, 

emails, or calls asking you to “activate” 
or “reactivate” your prepaid debit card. 
The FTB will not contact you by text, 
email, or phone. Do not share personal 
information with anyone who is contact-
ing you this way, even if they claim to 
be with the government.  

Know what to look for if you receive a 
prepaid debit card. You’ll receive your 
prepaid debit card in an envelope such 
as the one shown here. The envelope 
states, “Not a bill or an advertisement. 
Important information about your 
Middle Class Tax Refund.” Envelopes 
that do not include this information are 
likely a scam. 



CLASSIFIEDS Fullerton Observer Page 15JANUARY 2023

ANSWER KEY TO PUZZLE "HAPPY 2023!" on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

City of Fullerton Employment 
Apply online at: governmentjobs.com/careers/fullerton 

Full Time Librarian 
Job Number: 2022-00169 

Salary $4K - $5K Monthly 
Fullerton Public Library, CA 

Closing 1/8/2023 
——————————————- 

• Community Center  
• Parks and Trails  

• Youth Service Division  
$15.00 Hr - Fullerton Community Cntr 

303 W. Commonwealth Ave 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) 

—————————————— 
Fire Dept Utility Worker I/II 

$15.50 Hr - Fullerton Fire Department 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) 

Applications accepted continuously 
Police Cadet  

$15.50 Hr - Fullerton Police Dept 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)  

This is an at-will/temporary/on-
call/non-benefited position limited to 

25 hrs per week 

Police Dispatcher (Non-Regular) 
$26 Hr - Fullerton Police Dept 

Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) 
Police Dispatcher (hourly) 

This is an at-will/temporary/on-call/ 
non-benefited position.  

To be considered for this position, you 
must be a P.O.S.T. certified dispatcher. 

—————————————- 
Police Officer Lateral/Academy 
Trained $6,620 Monthly full time 

- Fullerton Police Dept 
Visit www.cityoffullerton.com for a 

complete job description. 
Recruiting officer 714-738-3377 
—————————————- 

Sr. Parks & Recreation Specialist 
$16.75 Hr - Parks and Rec Dept 

Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) 
Job Number  2021-00053 

 

Stories wanted:  
disastrous divorces, especially 
custody, especially with court 
appointed evaluators, for a new 
family law book.  

  Email: 
jak@judithkaluzny.com or 

write to: Judith A. Kaluzny,  
149 W Whiting Ave, Fullerton, 

California 92832

 
Send classified ad information to ads@fullertonobserver.com  

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FOR LOCAL PEOPLE AND BUSINESSES ONLY. All ads must 
have name, local phone number, address, and licenses for contractors and home 
cooks must be up to date. No animal sales. All ads will be verified. Any ad that 
can not be verified will not be printed. Classified ads are $15 for every 15 
words, maximum 30 words. 

The Observer is a volunteer and 
community written newspaper that 
was established in 1978. We are com-
prised of students, educators, profes-
sionals, and residents that love 
Fullerton, want to ignite community 
activism, and spark social change.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and 
other societal forces which most 
impact their lives, so that they may be 
empowered to participate in construc-
tive ways to keep and make these pri-
vate and public entities serve all resi-
dents in lawful, open, just, and social-
ly-responsible ways. We seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an 
appreciation for the values of diversi-
ty with which our country is so 
uniquely blessed. 

This venture is a not-for-profit one. 
Revenues are plowed back into main-
taining and improving our independ-
ent, non-partisan, non-sectarian com-
munity newspaper.  

Volunteer 
We are on the lookout for a passion-

ate Journalist to join the Observer 
team. The candidates for this job 
should possess talent and enthusiasm 
for digging out the real stories and 
uncovering the truth. They must be 
civic minded and knowledgable with 
the different departments that run 
Fullerton and who the key people are.  

To excel in this role, you should be 
friendly, self-motivated, and have 
exceptional written and verbal com-
munication skills.  

Responsibilities  
• Ensure that you meet all regular 

and recurring deadlines. • Review and 
edit work for editorial approval. • Use 
all your findings to prepare clean, 
concise, and factual articles. • Adhere 
to the ethical code of the profession. • 
Keep records of all notes, interviews, 
and audio files. • Keep up-to-date on 
the latest news developments by 
attending meetings • Collect, verify, 
and decipher data.  

Requirements  
• Attend civic meetings at least two 

times per month in person or zoom 
the meetings and write report • 
Capable of maintaining an ethical and 
objective standard in reporting. • 
Ability to meet deadlines and accu-
rately fact-check information. • 
Excellent observation and judgment 
skills. • Superb communication and 
networking skills, along with an apti-
tude to effectively extract informa-
tion. 

Positions available:  
Writers for: • OC Water District,  

• Planning commission,  
• Parks and Rec,  

• OC Power Authority,  
• Affordable and Fair housing,  

• Transportation,  
• OC Board of Supervisors, and  

• Crime Trends 
To Apply Send writing sample, 
resume (with name, number, email, 
and street address), and availability:  

contact@fullertonobserver.com 

 
CAREGIVER WANTED 

 
Looking for honest and reliable 
caregiver for elderly man. Female 
preferred.  30 to 40 hours per week. 
Must have proof of clean and legal 
drivers license and good references. 
English and Spanish ok, but not 
necessary.  
 
Contact Frank at 657-216-2070.

Volunteer Positions Available at the Observer!

ADVERTISE with The Observer  
Support local journalism while promoting your business. It is a win win. 

We are one of approx. 15 Independent newspapers in the nation. 
email: Ads@FullertonObserver.com or call: 714-525-6402

Grand Opening of Elevate Kids Dental

Dr. Harbir Bhullar, owner of Elevate Kids Dental, was presented with a cer-
tificate on their grand opening in the City of Fullerton on December 28. 

Elevate Kids Dental provides a comforting environment that positively 
affects a child's dental experience. 1016 N Harbor Blvd, Fullerton, CA 92832    
(714) 872-9292  
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George Key Ranch Historic Park 
Reopens for Free Tours Every Saturday 

After being closed for seven years due to extensive damage from the 2014 La 
Habra Earthquake, George Key Ranch Historic Park, maintained by OC Parks and 
located at 625 W. Bastanchury Road in 
Placentia, quietly reopened in 
November 2021. During the years that it 
wasn’t open to the public, the 2.2 acre 
park underwent a series of repairs that 
were made to improve safety and acces-
sibility to the historic home. Now open 
from 10 am to 2 pm every Saturday, the 
George Key home and museum offers 
an authentic look into North Orange 
County’s agricultural past, while its 
orchards, gardens, and barnyard area 
allow guests to get a closer look at dry 
farming and citrus farming equipment 
used in the late 1800s.  

There are two entrances into the park: 
a south entryway that’s accessible from 
Bastanchury and a west gate located on 
Gilman Circle. I entered the park 
through the west gate, which led me into 
an area containing a wide array of farm 
equipment. Looking at a posted sign, I 
learned that in the late 1950s, George G. 
Key began collecting farm equipment 
and household items from many of the 
local growers when they started to sell 
their land for sub-division. According to 
the sign, as the citrus industry declined 
over the next 20 years, Key 
sold off portions of the ranch, 
saving the 2.2 acres of land for 
his wife and himself.  

The museum’s collection of 
blacksmith and carpenter tools 
were on display as I made my 
way along a brick walkway, 
past a historic garage, to an 
asphalt driveway, where I got 
my first view of the white two-
and-a-half story Victorian 
ranch home at the top of a hill. 
The west side of the house 
overlooked orange groves, 
while the south side faced a 
large garden. Interestingly, 
George Key Ranch Historic 
Park was one of the original 
Sunkist orange groves, and it’s 
still an active citrus ranch 
today, with an acre of orange 
trees. Walking underneath an 
archway covered with leaves, I 
waited on the porch of the 
house for a guided tour to start.  

“Established in 1893, Key 
Ranch operated during the 
peak of the Orange County cit-
rus industry,” said Bradley Flynt, 
Historic Park Curator for OC Parks. 
“That’s when George Benn Key and 
Mary Wright Key purchased this proper-
ty: a 20-acre plot starting at the corner of 
what is now Placentia Avenue and 
Bastanchury. They immediately started 
to cut down the vegetation that was here 
and planted Valencia Orange trees. 
Twelve of the 20 acres were Valencia 
Oranges; the reason it was only twelve 
was because of geography. As you 
noticed when you walked up the hill, 
we’re up a slope, whereas the area he 
had planted the citrus trees was called 
the flats. It was an area of lower eleva-
tion, and that was because one of the 
main ways to get water out to all the 
ranches in this area was irrigation from 
the Santa Ana River. Water would have 
to be brought to reservoirs in this area, 
and then all the orchards had to dig irri-
gation ditches to bring the water onto 
their individual homesteads.” 

Flynt explained that George and Mary 
Key had actually moved to this area to 
become superintendents at the Semi-
Tropical Fruit Company. Mary’s older 
sister, Helen Wright Gilman, was mar-
ried to Richard Gilman, who planted the 
first commercial orange grove in Orange 
County. “So, the first five years that the 
Key’s owned this, they continued to live 
on the Gilman ranch,” he said. “It took 
about five years for the Valencia orange 
grove to grow to a point where they 
could actually make money off of the 
harvest. Up to that point, they were 
working on the infrastructure of the 
grove. After they started getting income 
from these trees, it wasn’t until 1898 
that they built this original home. It was 
relatively unfinished when they first 
moved in; they continued to make addi-
tions to it as they moved in full time. 
They lived here the remainder of their 
lives and raised their children here; they 
had eight in total.”  

I learned from Flynt that after George 
and Mary passed away, the house was 
jointly inherited by their six surviving 
children and their spouses, who ran a 

trust. In 1944, the younger son 
of the Keys, George Gilman 
Key, and his wife, Hannah, 
purchased the share of the 
ranch from the rest of the fam-
ily, and became sole owners of 
the property. When they moved 
in, they started running the 
grove and fixing up the house. 

“Eventually, they come up 
with the idea to convince the 
County to turn George Key 
Ranch into a historic site,” said 
Flynt. “The County ultimately 
agrees and makes an offer for 
the site in 1980. We put a liv-
ing trust arrangement so that 
the Keys could continue to live 
here the remainder of their 
lives. Hannah Key lived here 
until 1983, and George Gilman 
Key lived here until he passed 
away in 1989. By that point, 
we turned it into a historic site. 
More recently, we had a lot of 
educational programs here, but 
we did close in 2014 due to 
earthquake damage from the 
La Habra Earthquake. 

Unfortunately, we had to close down the 
entire site while we re-evaluated dam-
age to the building. We finally complet-
ed repairs and reopened in November 
2021. We’re still building back the pro-
gramming that we had here because 
we’ve been closed for so long.”  

According to a sign posted in the 
entryway, OC Parks worked with 
Thirtieth Street Architects to plan 
repairs to the Key House after the earth-
quake. The County hired Spectra 
Company as the general contractor for 
the project. Both firms had extensive 
experience in working with National 
Register listed historic buildings. 
(George Key Ranch was added to the 
National Register of Historic Places on 
April 21, 1975). Flynt explained that 
earthquake repairs to the house included 
plastic removal, and replacement 
throughout the building with composite 
steel and gypsum board sheer wall pan-
els, anchored by drilling and epoxying 

into the foundation. Repairs were also 
made to seal the roof to prevent water 
intrusion. While the old plaster was 
removed, the house’s electrical wiring 
and circuit panel were replaced. An 
ADA parking space and accessible path 
were made, and an accessibility lift was 
added to the north side of the house. 
While a lot of the historic wallpaper was 
damaged by the earthquake, certain 
areas were re-adhered and protected by 
Plexiglas panels. He told us that while 
they were under construction, artifacts 
were moved off-site. Now that they’re 
reopen, artifacts are being stored on the 
second floor.  

Only the first floor of the Key Ranch 
was open for the tour. Leading our small 
group inside, Flynt explained the history 
behind the objects contained within each 

room, which included: a big dining 
room, a living room and parlor, a work-
room, and a kitchen. He said, “Keep in 
mind that not everything within the 
house is original to the building in 1898. 
It comes from a long period of time; 
most of it is from 1900 to the 1930s, 
with a few exceptions. The Keys collect-
ed not only from their own family, but 
also from their neighbors. This is really 
representational not just of the Keys, but 
what the lifestyle was like for this com-
munity in the Placentia-Fullerton area 
during this time period.”     

Free tours are offered at 1pm every 
Saturday at George Key Ranch Historic 
Park. For further information, please 
contact the park office by phone at (714) 
973-3190 or email at 
keyranch@ocparks.com. 
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