
At the regular Thursday meeting 
for the Democrates of North OC 
held on February 2 guest speaker 
Dr. Jamila Moore Pewu presented 
the work she has been doing to doc-
ument OC Black-owned businesses 
and community organizations.   

Dr. Moore Pewu is a cultural and 
digital historian who is currently the 
project director for documenting 
and mapping both histroic and cur-
rent OC black-owned businesses 
and community organizations.  

The project titled #Networked 
OC, students gathered evidence 
from various archives throughout 
the county and assembled a library 
of materials that gave glimpses into 
Orange County’s history of Black-
owned businesses. 

Concurrently, students in the 
African American Studies class 
established a directory of known 
Black businesses and interviewed 
the owners, including those of busi-
nesses recently shuttered due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

At the same time, Pewu and stu-
dents in her spring Digital History 

course explored ways to creatively 
document the data collected from 
the previous semesters.  

The students tackled this task 
through three different paths. One 
group used the timely recent release 
of the 1950 U.S. census data to ana-
lyze a period of time that saw the 
Black population in Orange County 
nearly triple. 

Another group gained preview 
access to Charitable Ventures’ 
Beyond Equity Report and began 
equity mapping the data within the 
context of Black wealth, inequality 
and other socioeconomic indicators. 

The third group took the business 
owner interviews previously col-
lected and gave them new life 
through the creation of a sound map, 
a place where the owners could 
introduce their businesses to the 
public in their own words and voic-
es. 

To learn more and participate go 
to: bit.ly/networkedsoftlaunch 

To learn more about Democrates 
of North OC go to: www.dnoc.org

Subscriptions are $39 per year that is 21 
issues mailed directly to your home. 

Sign up and pay with autopay at 
www.fullertonobserver.com  

or by check with name, phone number,  
& address to:  

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, 
Fullerton, CA 92834
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CSUF President 
to Retire 

Cal State Fullerton’s President 
Framrose Virjee announced on January 
22, 2023 that he would retire from his 
position on July 31, 2023. The 
Chancellor’s Office of the State 
University System will launch a 
national search to identify Virjee’s suc-
cessor. 

Under university policy, the presid-
ing officers of the search committee 
with be the Chair of the CSU Board of 
Trustees and the current State 
Chancellor, Jolene Koester. Once con-
vened, they will select additional com-
mittee members from the campus and 
from the community-at-large. 

Chancellor Koester said that 
President Virjee’s journey to the aca-
demic position he has held for the past 
five years has been from a non-tradi-
tional path. Most of his professional 
life was spent working in a distin-
guished law firm in Los Angeles. 

During his years at CSUF,  the 
University experienced the largest 
enrollment of any university in the 
CSU system. His focus at CSUF has 
been on diversity of student body and 
on raising graduation rates.

Thousands of people came out to celebrate the 43rd Black History Parade and Unity Festival in Anaheim.  
The parade included celebrities, politicians, organizations, and businesses from Orange County.  PHOTO BY GASTON CASTELLANOS

CSUF Professor Dr. Jamila Moore Pewu 
presented new project to document  

OC Black-owned businesses  
and community organizations

TEMPORARY COLD WEATHER SHELTER OPEnS
In partnership with County of 

Orange, Fullerton opened a temporary 
cold weather homeless shelter at the 
currently vacant gym building in 
Independence Park on February 1.  

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra said, 
“I had a chance to visit and meet with 
the team to learn more about some of 
the safety protocols and services pro-
vided and feel confident in the opera-
tions. I have also conveyed to the 
county board of supervisors our will-
ingness to work with the county and 
other cities towards a long term winter 
shelter solution in the future in a more 

appropriate location than a park.”  
“I especially want to thank Fullerton 

Police Department Chief Dunn for his 
leadership on this effort. While this is 
just a temporary solution, we need to 
continue our commitment towards 
long term mental health, substance 
abuse recovery and low income hous-
ing if we are to end homelessness.” 

The shelter will only operate from 
February 1 to March 31 and is man-
aged by People Assisting the Homeless 
(PATH) in cooperation with the HOPE 
Center and Fullerton Police 
Department. It will have a daily 5pm 

check-in and 7am check-out via coun-
ty-operated shuttles. 

Shuttle pick ups locations are: 
1) Fullerton Transportation Center on 
Santa Fe Ave: 4:45pm & 5:45pm 
2) Harbor & Orangethorpe 4 corners 
Bus Stops: 5:15pm & 6:15pm 
Walk-ins will not be permitted, and 

surrounding area will be fenced with 
on-site security. Onsite food, facilities 
and recovery services will be available 
and domestic pets are allowed.  

 
For more information call:  

657-520-9185  

DNOC President Andre Charles  
and Dr. Jamila Moore Pewu  

PHOTO BY GASTON CASTELLANOS
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City Council notes:   
The Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 5pm.  

Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com  
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton | Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or council@cityoffullerton.com  

COMMISSIOn/ COMMITTEE/ BOARD APPOInTMEnTS

THE PInES / SUnRISE VILLAGE / SHOPOFF

PUBLIC COMMEnTS

PARKInG PERMITS QR CODE VS PHYSICAL PERMIT

COnTInUInG TELECOnFEREnCED MEETInGS  
AFTER STATE OF EMERGEnCY DECLARATIOn EnDS

PUBLIC COMMEnTS

Todd Harrison thanked Chief Dunn 
for helping him with minor crimes in 
Rancho La Paz. A mail thief was iden-
tified largely in part because the resi-
dents paid for and installed motion 
triggered video cameras that made it 
possible to identify the thief.   

“That first public meeting years ago 
when the owner [Mr. Saunders] 
dropped the bomb about the 60% rent 
increase, he also stated that one of the 
first things he would do is fix the 
lights.” Rancho La Paz residents have 
needed to buy bright exterior lighting 
since the park owner Mr. Saunders had 
not. 

Bernard Oh, a Fullerton Resident, 
spoke out about the Council Majority’s 
cuts to city services including cutting 
police and fire positions, wasting city 
funds to pay for an OC fire authority 
study, and lack of paramedic in Mayor 
Jung’s District (1). Bernard Oh said, 
“The Mayor’s attempt to privatize the 
public library, electing himself Mayor 
against city policy of fair rotation, 
denying a whole district mayoral repre-
sentation for the third time, and lack of 
respect for the public. And you are still 
in a corrupt relationship with [a local] 
developer.”  

Appointed by Mayor Fred Jung 
• Transportation and Circulation   
  Commission – Oscar Valadez   
 

Appointed by  
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra 

• Active Transportation Committee 
  – Anjali Tapadia 
• Community Development Citizens  
  Committee – Tiffany Blay 
• Infrastructure & Natural Resources  
  Advisory Committee – Kari Thune 
• Library Board of Trustee  
  – Megan Mclellan  
• Parks & Recreation Commission  
  – Danielle Nava Mijares 
• Planning Commission  
  – Arif Z Mansuri  
• Transportation & Circulation  
  Commission – Mehul Desai  

Appointed by  
Councilmember nick Dunlap 

• Library Board of Trustees  
  – Joshua Dale  

 
Appointed by  

Councilmember Dr. Shana Charles  
• Active Transportation Committee 
  – Joao Barros 
• Community Development Citizens  
  Committee – Gladys Patricia Hanzo 
• Infrastructure & Natural Resources  
  Advisory Committee – James Cho 
• Parks & Recreation Commission  
  – Adrian Meza  
• Planning Commission  
  – Patricia Tutor 
• Transportation & Circulation  
  Commission – Wayne Carvalho 

 Once the presentation from city staff 
ended, the Shopoff Realty Investments 
Group made a quick presentation, 
detailing the community outreach that 
they have done.  

Shopoff then showed letters from Dr. 
Cho and Mr. Park who are both cur-
rently tenants at the Sunrise Village 
shopping center showing their support 
for the redevelopment effort. With the 
presentations ending the item went to 
the public for discussion. 

Cynthia Santian said, “We started a 
year ago with Save Sunrise Village as 
commercial, today we shifted. We rec-
ognize that we can’t fight the state 
power grab for commercial property. 
Now the fight is to Save Sunrise 
Village from AB2011. We recognize in 
certain situations we have to compro-
mise, and going up against the state 
and that power grab we really can’t 
fight that. I spoke with [The 
Developer] and he really feels that this 
plan is in the best interest of the com-
munity and so we understood the alter-
native and the community supports this 
plan.” 

Daniel Gibbon said, “A previous 
speaker spoke about how many other 
commercial properties will rush to 
build housing on their sites if this proj-
ect is not approved, and I will tell you 
I hope it’s a lot because this project has 
been whittled down and now supplies 
almost 9/10 of 1 percent of the housing 
element for the City of Fullerton, so 
you will have to do 99 more projects of 
this caliber to reach those numbers.  

The state power grab is something 
that has been mentioned  a couple of 
times. The state is attempting to 
empower the working people of 
California that they might have homes 
that they can afford to live in including 
nurses, firefighters, and educators, and 
a host of other people..Please approve 
this project before its whittled down 
any further.” 

With public discussion closed 
Councilmember Dunlap made a 
motion and Councilmember Zahra sec-
onded the motion, City Council voted 
unanimously to vote in favor of the 
development. 

“Staff recommended continued use 
of teleconference technology for pub-
lic comments, committee meeting 
broadcasts and staff and consultant 
participation in public meetings and 
continue to take roll call votes.” 

Mayor Fred Jung said “Zoom does 
give those in our community who are 

immunocompromised a capacity to 
participate remotely in our govern-
ment, so I will make a motion to con-
tinue on and go with staff recommen-
dations” 

Mayor Jung made a motion and Dr. 
Shana Charles seconded the motion the 
item was passed unanimously 5-0.

JAnUARY 3 MEETInG

JAnUARY 17 MEETInG

Janet Brown CONGRESSMAN LOU 
CORREA REPRESENTATIVE: “I am the 
new representative for Congressman 
Lou Correa whose district is every-
thing South of Chapman Ave. Please 
bring any concerns to our attention by 
calling (714) 559-6190.” 

Calrrissa Surface PULIC AFFAIRS 
FOR SOCAL GAS: “Gas prices will be 
higher than usual (possibly double) 
due to the higher natural gas rates. 
SoCal gas purchases gas for residents, 
but does not set the prices.” To see 
ways to save go to: https://www.socal-
gas.com/save-money-and-energy/ener-
gy-saving-tips-tools/ways-to-save 

Yolanada Harrison ADA 
COMPLIANT: A resident asked the city 
to make all curbs American 
Disabilities Act compliant. 

Judith Kaluzny PEDESTRIAN COUNT-
DOWN: “I attended a traffic 
Commission when the traffic commis-
sioner gave a report on how they do the 
traffic signals and the pedestrian sig-
nals and an engineer said they figure 
the average person can walk 3.5 feet 
per second and he said 85% of people 
can do that well. What about the other 
15%? Are we supposed to stay home? 
I told the commissioners that I thought 
that was inhumane. Please at least 
make it 45 seconds. How about a 
minute? Is that too much?” 

Maureen MOBILY CHALLENGED: “I 
thank Mrs Harrison and Judith 
Kaluzny for speaking on behalf of the 
mobily challenged.” 

Diane Vena POLICIES FOR FAIR 
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS AND 
BOARDS: “I  would love for the council 
meetings to start at 6:30pm again. But 
what I want to talk about tonight is the 
city policies. How we redistrict, how 
we pick our Mayor and Mayor Protem 
and that we follow those policies 
because it is a fair way to go. I would 
also like to add another policy that 
would stipulate how the council is 
assigned to commissions and boards. 
Otherwise you continue to marginalize 
a whole community by denying their 

representative a voice.” 
Kate PARKING PERMITS: a Fullerton 

Resident and student, spoke out about 
new parking permit QR code. Holding 
up a physical permit she said, “This is 
the physical parking permit and there 
is nothing wrong with it. I am con-
cerned about privacy issues as the QR 
code is vulnerable to scammers.” 

Damion Lloyd PARKING PERMITS: “I 
urge council to immediately allow 
those who wish to get physical parking 
permits to do so. As it is simply much 
easier to hand a guest a parking pass.” 

John Philips PARKING PERMITS: 
“This is difficult for care givers, elder-
ly, gardeners, and visitors. “The proc-
cess is conveluded. You have to show 
proof of residency and then wait for a 
text to say you can go further in the 
process. Then you try to apply for the 
permits, but the link doesn’t work. 
Then when you do get notified to go 
ahead, you create an account and pay a 
fee of $10.50, then you can start listing 
permits you need and pay an additional 
$10.50. And at the end of the process 
there is no confirmation that your vehi-
cles are covered.” 

Curtis Gamble ACTIVIST FOR THE 
HOMELESS, VETERANS, AND LOW 
INCOME: Recommended Goodman 
Logistics as a homeless shelter as it is 
away from houses, schools, and parks. 
The city could use the $40 million to 
pay the rent for a year, partner with 
Mary’s Kitchen and OCTA. He also 
reccommended the cashout card that 
can help the homeless purchase the 
goods they need. 

Tony Vargas POLICE PROFILING: 
“Why do Mexican Americans and 
Black people always have to get out of 
their vehicles and sit on the curb for a 
ticket? Why do our vehicles always 
have to get searched? If we are not 
careful we might get shot. I am not 
anti-police, I love the police. My son 
went to Iraq for this country.”  

Chuck Street GIGABIT: Thanked 
Gigabit crew for their speedy work on 
internet outage that occured in his 

Mayor Jung asked Police Cheif Dunn to address the issue of new parking per-
mits. Dunn said that even though this is a city administrative roll out he would 
reach out to Administrative Services and the city management to define a process 
that is more pallitable. City Manager Eric Levitt said that an internal meeting has 
already been set up to look at weather we will continue with this program or 
revise it to make it a better program than it is.        Continued on page 4 

Steve Kwon 
President 

of the 
Korean 

American 
Federation 

of OC  
steps down 

and is  
honored 

with  
recognition 

awards 
from the 

city for his 
leadership 
role during 

COVID 
and 

addressing 
Asian hate.



UPCOMInG CITY MEETInGS In COUnCIL CHAMBERS  
303 W. COMMOnWEALTH, FULLERTOn 

• February 7 at 5:30pm:  
  City Council 
• February 8 at 5pm:  
  Active Transportation 
• February 13 at 5:30pm:  
  Cultural Arts Subcommittee 
• February 13 at 6:30pm:  
  Parks & Recreation  

• February 14 at 6:30pm:  
  Community Development 
  Citizens' Committee 
• February 20 at 5pm:  
  Infrastructure & Resources 
• February 23 at 6pm:  
 Library Board
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Parks and Recreation January 9 Meeting  
by Christina Garner

 
• Fred Jung Mayor (District 1)   

(714) 738-6311 and at fred.jung@cityoffullerton.com 
• Nick Dunlap Council Member (District 2) 

(714) 738-6311 and at nicholas.dunlap@cityoffullerton.com 
• Shana Charles Council Member (District 3) 

(714) 738-6311 and at shana.charles@cityoffullerton.com 
• Bruce Whitaker  Mayor Pro Tem (District 4)  

(714) 981-8474 and at bwwhitaker@live.com  
• Ahmad Zahra Council Member (District 5) 

(714) 738-6311 and at AhmadZ@cityoffullerton.com

HOW TO COnTACT YOUR DISTRICT REPRESEnTATIVE

Timeline of women City Councilmembers, 
Mayors, and Mayor Protem

1970 to 1976: Frances Wood  
The first woman elected to City Council was Frances 
Wood in 1970. She became the first woman Mayor in 
1974. Wood served on the City Council from 1970 to 
‘76. She died in 2000 at age 75. In September 2000, the 
city named the gym at Independence Park the Frances 
R. Wood Activities Center. 

1978 to 1981: Sue Tsuda  
After working on the campaign of Frances Wood, Sue Tsuda went on to run 
her own campaign and won her seat on the Fullerton City council. She 
became the second woman city councilmember in 1978. She also served on 
the Fullerton School Board, was President of League of Women Voters, and 
served as Town Manager in Yucca Valley.  

1980 to 1988: Linda LeQuire  
The third woman elected to the city council was Linda LeQuire. In 1983, she 
became the second woman to become Mayor.  

1982 to 1994: Molly McClanahn  
The fourth woman elected to the city council was Molly 
McClanahn. In 1989, she became the third woman to 
become Mayor. McClanahan was appointed to the North 
Orange County Community College District (NOCC-
CD) Board in 1995 to represent Area 4, which includes 
large portions of the city of Fullerton. She has been a 
resident of Fullerton for over 50 years, having served as 
the Fullerton Mayor for two terms, as well as the Past 

President of Fullerton Beautiful, Past Chairman of Fullerton Human 
Relations Commission, Past Chairman of Fullerton Arbor Day Committee, 
and former Board Member of Friends of Fullerton Arboretum. She ran uno-
possed in 2016 for District 4 representative of the NOCCCD in California. 
She retired in 2020. 

1993 to 2000: Julie Sa 
The fifth woman elected to the city council was Julie Sa. In 1994, she 
became the forth woman to become Mayor. An article in the magazine 
Orange Coast in 1988 said that Julie Sa was born of Chinese heritage and 
raised in Pusan, South Korea. Her heritage was a big controversy at the time. 
Sa left Korea for the US in 1973 and settled in Fullerton. In 1975, after 
obtaining a low-interest loan from her father, she purchased a restaurant for 
$30,000, which she named China Doll. She worked from 9am to 10pm 
everyday for a year and sold the restaurant for $150,000 and bought a second 
restaurant. She did this over and over again. At one point she owned 5 
restaurants and was looking to purchase 5 more. 

1995 to 2002 & 2019: Jan Flory 
The sixth woman elected to the city council was Jan Flory. 
In 1999, she became the fifth woman to become Mayor. 
Served on City Council twice for a total of 12 years. She 
is a family law attorney and former real estate broker. She 
was appointed to City Council in 2019 to fill a vaccant 
seat until an elected council member was sworn in. 

2005 to 2012: Sharon Quirk- Silva 
The seventh woman elected to the city council was Sharon 
Quirk-Silva. In 2008, she became the sixth woman to 
become Mayor. She ran and won State Assembly 2012. 
Prior to her service in the Assembly and while she was the 
Mayor of Fullerton she also taught elementary school stu-
dents.  

2007 to 2010: Pam Keller 
The eigth woman elected to the city council was Jan Flory. 
In 2010, she became Mayor Pro Tem, but was blocked 
from becoming Mayor. She grew up in Fullerton where she 
attended the local public schools including Cal State 
University, Fullerton. Pam served as the Executive 
Director of the Fullerton Collaborative from 1998-2015. 
Pam is a teacher in a Multi-age Program at Orangethorpe 
School and a professor in the Child Development depart-

ment at Fullerton College. 
2013 to 2020: Jennifer Fitzgerald 

The ninth woman elected to the city council was Jennifer Fitzgerald. In 
2016, she became the seventh female Mayor.  

2023: Dr. Shana Charles 
The tenth woman elected to the city council is Dr. 
Shana Charles. Shana Alex Charles, MPP, PhD, 
received her Master's degree in Public Policy (Health 
and Regional Development) from the UCLA Luskin 
School of Public Affairs in 2001 and her PhD in 
Health Services (Health Policy) from the UCLA 
Fielding School of Public Health in 2009.  She joined 
the CSUF faculty in 2015 after six years as Director 
of Health Insurance Studies at the UCLA Center for 
Health Policy Research, where she continues as a Faculty Associate. 
  Dr. Charles's research focuses on discontinuous health insurance and its 
impact on access to care, racial and ethnic disparities in health coverage and 
access to care, as well as underinsurance among those with coverage. She 
also specializes in political issues surrounding health care reform at both the 
state and the national levels. 
   She is currently writing a book on the intersections of COVID-19 and 
American Federalism.     

Thank you Cheri Pape, Fullerton Public Library History Room

New commissioner Adrian Meza was 
sworn in. Kathy Lira was elected chair 
and Damion Lloyd vice-chair for the 
coming year. Other commissioners 
include Danielle Nava-Mijares, Erik 
Wehn, Angela Lindstrom, and Jensen 
Hallstrom. 

Daisy Perez, Deputy City Manager, 
delivered Parks and Rec updates. The 
Acacia Park plan was approved at the 
last council meeting and an order has 
been placed for new equipment which 
should arrive by summer. The reloca-
tion of Pooch Park to Brea Dam Park is 
in its final design phase. The Brea Park 
bridge replacement is complete. The 
council has established a committee to 
plan for the future of Union Pacific 
Park. Postcard mailings and social 
media are being used to notify nearby 
residents that the committee will hold a 
public meeting next month and to 
solicit their input. In West Coyote 
Hills, construction is almost done on 
the first trails. They are currently 
awaiting approvals from OC Health 
Agency and US Fish and Wildlife in 
order to open. Sports leagues have 
been allocated to partner groups, and 
play can begin soon. 

Camp Hillcrest was held over winter 
break and sold out, with 35 kids attend-
ing. A spring brochure highlighting 
city classes is being released soon; 
there were 1,000 class registrations in 
the fall. The popular “Discover 
Fullerton on Foot” tours continue, and 
this month will feature Laguna Lake.  
“Crafternoons” has been a popular 
event at the community center and has 
added additional sessions.  A March 11 
wedding show will be held at the cen-
ter as well. 

A member of the public commented 
on the “significant neglect” of city 
trees, recounting that the trees planted 
by her son as an Eagle Scout project 
have disappeared, along with many 
others around town.  Poor maintenance 
of the vegetation on Bastanchury trail 
was mentioned, as well as the elimina-
tion of established pines at the North 
County Court House. There was con-
cern that the status of Fullerton as a 
tree city could be jeopardized by ongo-
ing neglect. 

Commissioner Lindstrom inquired 
about the potential deficit of trees and 
asked staff to report on how many have 
been removed as well as how many are 
planned for re-planting. 

The Public Works representative 
responded that they have not been able 
to plant in recent years until the Urban 
Forest Master Plan is passed.  
Currently the planting of 200-300 trees 
is backlogged, but they will be able to 
plant 500 as soon as the plan is passed.  
Money is available and sites have been 
designated. Additionally, a new city 
arborist, Julio Jacobo, has been hired to 
oversee the process. 

 There was a public meeting 
Wednesday January 11 regarding the 
future of Maple Community Center.  
Nearby residents were asked for input 
on how they want the center to be used, 
and the YMCA also has a proposal to 
present.  

Commissioner Wehn requested that a 
future agenda item include youth 
sports leagues, with a particular focus 
on the Matt Weiner Football league, to 
understand why it is structured differ-
ently than other leagues.  Since one cri-
teria for leagues is that they be non-
profits, he wonders if the city can 
request financial records from this 
organization.   

Commissioner Lindstrom asked to 
discuss water catchment strategies in 
light of ongoing drought conditions 
and discover if other cities are finding 
ways to save rainwater.  

The police department will make a 
presentation at the next meeting about 
its Park Ambassador program in an 
effort to patrol and protect local parks.   

Commissioner Meza asked if there 
were any plans to re-vitalize the city-
wide New Year’s Eve celebration 
called “First Night”, which had been 
eliminated from the city budget in 
recent years. Staff reports that it is 
expected to resume again at the end of 
this year and has been included in 
upcoming budget proposals. 
next meeting is Feb 13 at 6:30 pm 

New commissioner Adrian Meza (The 
youngest commissioner in the entire City)
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COUnCIL nOTES: JAnUARY 17 MEETInG 
continued from Page 2

FREEWAY ORIEnTED ELECTROnIC BILLBOARD

The conditional use permit (CUP) and developement agreement for a freeway 
oriented electronic billboard located at Harbor Blvd and West bound exit was 
presented by Vince Virgoso from the City Planning Department. The billboard 
was previously approved for height, size, and esthetics. Part of the CUP requires 
that the tenant enclose the trash bins and landscaping. The developement plan 
requires that the tenant give $75k or 12% of their profits to the city annually, 
allows the city access to the sign for public service announcement, and requires 
that the tenant maintain the sign. Passed 4-0 (Whittaker was absent)

MAPLE nEIGHBORHOOD CEnTER OPERATIOnS 
During COVID the center was shut down. The City issued a RFP and two agen-
cies responded: The Friendly Center and YMCA. The Friendly Center is no 
longer a viable option leaving only the YMCA. The YMCA agreed to maintain 
the building which will save the city $52K annually. Eglith Nunci said that she 
loved the YMCA and thinks it is a perfect fit because of how flexible they are 
with partnering and facility rentals.  Passed  4 to 5 (Whittaker No)

January was National Human 
Trafficking Prevention Month. If you 
knew more, would you do more? 

According to the representative, 
human trafficking is the number one 
crime in Orange County, but it doesn't 
receive the kind of focus that other 
crimes do in the media. Between 2019 
and 2020, 357 victims of human traf-
ficking received assistance from vari-
ous organizations in Orange County. 
There are countless others that need to 
be reached. 

A human trafficking awareness event 
was held at California State University, 
Fullerton, on Wednesday, January 18, 
2023, from 10 am to 2 pm by the 
Orange County Human Trafficking 
Task Force (OCHTTF). Over 300 mid-
dle school students from Anaheim, 
Fullerton, and Santa Ana School 
Districts and community partners gath-
ered. Speakers talked about the impor-
tance of feeling safe and protected 
within our community. Educational 
materials and resources were made 
available in several languages. Food 
trucks, photo opportunities, and police 
cars were present. 

OCHTTF also presented a communi-
ty and youth awareness event called, 
"Know More, Do Better," to inform 
school-aged youth about the dangers of 
human trafficking and child exploita-
tion and to provide assistance to sur-
vivors. One of the speakers for the day 

was Oree Freeman, a survivor advo-
cate and motivational speaker, who 
told her story to the students, families, 
and community members.  

Higher Ground and Live2Free 
(Vanguard University) gave two pre-
sentations made by college students. 
Two groups, each representing a differ-
ent district, alternated participating in 
the indoor and outdoor program activi-
ties. They had the students go around 
the 26 booths (governmental and non-
governmental) with an educational 
passport activity to critically learn how 
to spot the signs of trafficking.  

While not an exhaustive list, these 
are some key red flags that could alert 
you to a potential trafficking situation 
that should be reported: 

• Living with employer 
• Poor living conditions 
• Multiple people in cramped space 
• Inability to speak to individual   
  alone 
• Answers appear to be scripted  
  and rehearsed 
• Employer is holding identity  
  documents 
• Signs of physical abuse 
• Submissive or fearful 
• Under 18 and in prostitution 
 
If you suspect human trafficking  

call 1-888-373-7888 national Human 
Trafficking Hotline.

The OC Human Trafficking Taskforce  
hosted an awareness event at CSUF  

STORY AND PHOTO BY SARA KIL 

Airport Car Show STORY AND PHOTO BY JERE GREENE  

The 22nd Annual Show & Shine So 
Cal Pontiac Oakland Club 
International Car Show was held at the 
Fullerton Airport parking lot on 
January 28.  

Club Vice-president Bill Baker said 
that over 80 entries that featured 
Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac, Cadillac , 
and GMC Trucks competed for tro-
phies that sported titles such as:  

"Best Topless" (convertible),  
"Police Magnet",  
"Blinding Chrome",  
"Coolest Interior",  
"Fastest Looking Sitting Still",  
"Most Likely to Be in A Movie",  
"Wings Cafe Pick", and  

"Car You Want to Take Home" 
 There were other trophies and 

numerous auto related prizes including 
a $400 portable generator. Baker said 
that the club plans to produce two car 
shows at the airport location each year. 
They are scheduled for the last 
Saturday of January and the Saturday 
before Mother's Day (May 13) specifi-
cally for GMC Trucks & Pontiacs.  

In addition to all the outstanding 
vehicles, there was great 50's music 
provided by MC Paul Washington who 
was also the MC for the huge Patriots 
& Paws annual fundraiser car show at 
Featherly Park in October, 2022. 
next car show will be May 13, 2023.

Update:  
104-year-old  

successfully placed  
in a board & care 

Unable to keep Avis Curriston at 
Sunnycrest Senior Living, due to an 
overnight increase in her Service Care 
Level going from $500 a month to 
$2200, her family looked at renting 
another apartment in their complex, 
and providing the care themselves.   
But Arnel Property Management at 
Cinnamon Ridge would not consider 
the incomes of her son and partner, 
because they already were on another 
lease. Avis and her daughter’s incomes 
were just social security, and not 
enough income to qualify. The man-
agement asked for a guarantor on the 
lease with a monthly income of 5 times 
the rent, or $12,000. 

Heather Yost, former Executive 
Director of Sunnycrest, (who left a 
year ago), saw the January 1st article in 
the Fullerton Observer – “104-year-
old assisted living resident given the 
heave-ho.” She called Avis’s son to ask 
if there was anything she could do, if 
the family had the resources they need-
ed.  

The former Marketing Director at 
Sunnycrest, Ryan Ziegenbusch, who 
also left, has been running a referral 
service for seniors looking for facilities 
and board and cares. He made a couple 
of phone calls, called in a favor, and 
found her a lovely board in care in 
Yorba Linda.  

It’s a newly-refinished private home 
near the Nixon Library. It sparkles, and 
is airy and spotlessly clean! There is a 
house manager and live-in caregiver 
with nursing training. 

They welcomed her on Sunday, 
January 14 with breakfast when she 
arrived at 10am. Acacia Hospice had a 
hospital bed waiting for Avis, and their 
duty nurse visited her the afternoon of 
her arrival. Avis’s furniture was moved 

out of Sunnycrest a couple of days 
later and with her deceased husband’s 
chest of drawers is now in her room 
with her. 

Ryan Ziegenbusch says that with ris-
ing costs, inflation, and the COVID 
pandemic mostly behind us, upmarket 
property management groups running 
assisted livings in Southern California 
are taking another look at their revenue 
streams.   

Stephanie Bates, resident manager at 
Arnel’s Cinnamon Ridge said much 
the same thing. The California COVID 
Rent Relief program helped some, 
(including Avis Curriston), weather the 
pandemic when their income sources 
were affected, but now property com-
panies were starting to evict tenants 
who paid up past-due rental amounts, 
but couldn’t keep current, not having 
found new income sources. 

It's particularly a problem for the vul-
nerable elderly. Getting those that 
qualify into Medi-Cal paid skilled 
nursing facilities takes time, which 
many do not have. Families now are 
increasingly put to their own devices to 
find homes for their aging parents. 

FEBRUARY 7 CITY COUnCIL AGEnDA (Tentative)  
11. Agreement between the City of Fullerton and the Fullerton Firefighters’ 
Association reflecting tentative agreement on wages, hours and working  
conditions. 
12. Fullerton Fire Management Association and proposed amendment to the 
City of Fullerton Personnel Classification Plan revising the Battalion Chief 
classification and retitling as Fire Battalion Chief. 
13. An update on new and ongoing traffic safety initiatives. 
14. This report presents the City’s revenue performance and expenditures 
incurred from July 1through December 31, 2022 compared to adopted budget 
levels, provides an update on the City’s financial position through the fiscal 
year midpoint and presents FY 2022-23 
15. 2023 SAFE AND SANE FIREWORKS SALES

Avis and her son Kevin Curriston    
PHOTO BY SASKIA KENNEDY
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The Fullerton Observer community 
newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed by local volunteers who create, 
publish, and distribute the paper 
throughout our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one. 
Revenues are plowed back into main-
taining and improving our independent, 
non-partisan, non-sectarian community 
newspaper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about political, economic, and 
social forces which impact their lives. 
We hope that this knowledge can 
empower residents to participate in con-
structive ways to hold these public and 
private entities accountable, so they 
serve Fullerton in lawful, transparent, 
and socially responsible ways. We seek 
to promote a sense of community and an 
appreciation for the values of diversity 
with which our country is so blessed.   

____________________________ 
 

Distributed on the first and third 
Monday of every month except only 
once in January, July & August.  

   
HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 

 Subscriptions are $39 per year. 
Sign up and pay with autopay at 

www.fullertonobserver.com 
or by check with name & address to:  

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton, CA 92834-7051 
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LOCAL AUTHOR  
Linda Saslow:  
See You Zen  
BOOK SIGnInG

See You Zen is a novel intended as a 
casual beach read to pick up and finish 
in a weekend. The style is breezy and 
witty with enough suspense to keep the 
pages turning. The main character, 
Kiki decends into destructive drugs 
and alcohol abuse reminiscent of the 
1970s sensation Go Ask Alice. There 
are echoes of Bridget Jones’s Diary in 
Kiki’s romantic liaisons. Like a 
Jonathan Franzen epic, there is plenty 
of family disfunction and discontent. 

See You Zen is Linda Saslow’s first 
novel, but it is not her first rodeo. She 
edited three editions of the regionally 
popular LA Bargain Book published by 
New Paradigm Press. Saslow has writ-
ten for the LA Weekly, UCLA Daily 
Bruin, Pasadena Magazine, Shaker 
Life Magazine, Blue Lyra Review, and 
the Fullerton Observer. Her essay 
Plucking and Preening was featured in 
the prestigious 2019 literary journal 
Into Sanity by Talking Writing. 

Saslow will be five years sober as of 
January 2, 2023 and the portion of the 
novel where the protagonist triumphs 
over addictions is inspired by actual 
events in her life and the experiences 
of others she has encountered on her 
sober journey. 

There will be a book signing  
and refreshments at 4:30  

on Friday March 3  
at Half-Off Books on Wilshire. 

PHOTO  
BY GABY 

MULLINAX  
 

BOOK 
COVER  
ART BY  
SILVIE 

SASLOW

The students, in Mrs. Byun’s ceram-
ics classes, are making flower bowls, 
because we wanted to create some-
thing beautiful to help the Empty 
Bowls project.  

“It is very heartwarming to watch the 
youth making an effort to help the eld-
erly. We don’t have very many oppor-
tunities to look out for the needs of oth-
ers, especially going through COVID. 
I’m very thankful that my students are 
given an opportunity to learn about 
community by taking part in the Empty 
Bowls project,” said Mrs. Byun, “I’m 
also aiming for these flower bowls to 
become a collector’s item. Who 
knows? Maybe someone likes it so 
much that they put in double donations 

for two bowls.”  
Empty Bowls raises funds for Meals 

on Wheels which delivers prepared 
meals to homebound residents of 
Fullerton who are unable to shop or 
prepare their meals. Dietitions plan the 
meals and professional kitchens pre-
pare them. Volunteer drivers deliver 
meals using their own car. Routes are 
entirely within Fullerton. Delivering 
meals takes 1 to 2 hours. 

Attend the Meals on Wheels fund 
raising event Empty Bowls, where you 
can buy handmade ceramics and sup-
port local seniors and disabled people. 
It is a win win for everyone. See ad 
below or go to: mowfullerton.org

Above left: Mrs. Christine Byun demonstrates a smoothing technique to her student 
Jenna Shen Above right: Siomara Petres glazes pottery 

Below: Students create flower bowls for Meals on Wheels Empty Bowl Fundraiser 
PHOTOS BY SASKIA KENNEDY

Ladera Vista Junior High School students 
create ceramics for Meals on Wheels  

Empty Bowl Fundraiser



It’s likely true that every town has a 
rumor mill that spirals out of control, 
so Fullerton is not unique in that. Odd 
though, lately an inordinate number of 
crazy rumors have been making the 
rounds regarding some downtown 
businesses, so I promised a few locals 
that I would get to the bottom of this 
particular one. As to who is moving in, 
a 20-year-old employee-owned Web 

Hosting company is moving in, hope-
fully bringing a lot of jobs and of 
course many who will no doubt be 
sampling the local restaurants for 
lunch and maybe even after work din-
ing.  

No, Fullerton Music Centers is not 
going out of business. No, they are not 
moving to a location on Chapman 
Avenue.  

Direct from owner Roger Mo 
Palmateer, they are in escrow with the 
former Lutheran Thrift Store location 
at 1109 East Commonwealth, pictured 
above. It’s time to downsize, so the 
current building has been sold, but 
much of what is currently offered, 
including music lessons, will be at the 
new location, about a mile east of 
Harbor. In a future issue, we will have 

Last time:  
More knew the answer than expect-

ed. Walter Johnson played baseball at 
Fullerton Union High School and 
graduated in 1905. He went on to win 
417 major league games, second only 
to Cy Young, pitched 110 shutouts, 
still the record for most ever, struck 
out 3,508 batters and was elected to 
the Hall of Fame.

Photo Quiz   
Send answer to Mike at 
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

This time: 
 Many different restaurants have 
been in this location on Harbor over 
the years. What was the name of the 
authentic New Mexican cuisine 
restaurant that was owned and run 
for many years by Michael and Lori 
Tellez until they retired?

EARLY FEBRUARY 2023The DOWNTOWN Report  
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Oranges of OC
The recent discovery of some insane-

ly large naval oranges on an ancient 
tree in East Fullerton sparked some 
discussion regarding our well-docu-
mented love affair with oranges, main-
ly Valencia, and the naming of our 
County. The first orange grove in what 
would become Orange County is diffi-
cult to pin down, but an ad in the 
Anaheim Gazette in 1875 offered a 53 
acre ranch for sale on the Santa Ana 
River that had a 20 year old orange 
grove that Bernardo Yorba planted in 
the hills north of the Santa Ana Canyon 
on land he was granted in 1835.

Fullerton was once in LA County
Some were surprised to learn that 

Fullerton was originally part of LA 
County as seen on this map from 1887. 
On June 4, 1889, a vote to secede and 
form a new county to be named 
Orange was held and LACounty actu-
ally filed three lawsuits to prevent the 
secession. Obviously, they failed, 
without a single piece of citrus being 
hurled in anger. Charles Chapman had 
purchased an orange orchard in eastern 
Fullerton in 1874 and the industry 
expanded so much, eventually 
Fullerton had more orange groves than 
any other city in the United States. All 
this background info to justify showing 
you one of the oranges, which weighed 
in at 1 pound, 5.3 ounces, was larger 
than a softball or a grapefruit, was far 
larger than a Valencia, and held nearly 
a full cup of juice.  

From the oral history program of 
1975, as interviewed by Paul 
Archipley, of interest to all who long 
for the days of old, this quote from 
Judge Raymond H. Thompson, father 
of a friend of mine. Regarding regrets 
often voiced by ‘old timers’ of our 
town that Fullerton just ain’t the same 
as the good old days. “It is now subdi-
visions, factories, smog, freeways, and 
congestion. Of course, what it would 
have been otherwise is another ques-
tion.” And for those like me, who long 
for the orange groves- “I think some-
one made the remark that the orange 
grower who just sold out, cried all the 
way to the bank. Oh, the orange indus-
try is not good. There’s an overproduc-
tion of citrus and if we still had our 
groves, we wouldn’t be doing so well.” 

Landmark Mo’s Fullerton Music Moves to new Location 

new In Town  
It’s a new day at Joes, 124 West 

Commonwealth which has been sold 
and it is now Callahan’s Tavern.  
Breakfast is served Saturdays and 
Sundays from 9am to 1pm, and they 

kept my weekend favorite, the Garden 
Scramble plus the rest of the day they 
have lots of appetizers, burgers, sand-
wiches, tacos, and well, to find out 
more about the menu and the live 
music, head over soon. 

some insight from Roger and some of 
his employees, one of whom has been 
there for fifty years, oh my. The history 
of this downtown landmark is quite 
impressive, and the journey long and 
inspiring. Here is a current photo 
(above left) of the guitars the store has 
on offer. Help them move and enjoy 
the discounts. 
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1. Like "Harvard Yard," as spoken by  
    some New Englanders 
6. Beaver's work 
9. "Tiny Alice" playwright 
14. Draw a bead on 
15. Curling surface 
16. Helms a yacht, say 
17. Start of the Beatles' walrus song 
18. Spinach ___ dip 
20. Pipe unclogger 
22. Pre-A.D. 
23. Parking area 
24. "It must be him, ___ shall die" 
27. Result of ewe overtrimming? 
32. Fall preceder? 
34. Biblical boat 
35. Daily comic strip by Mark Tatulli 
36. Type of salami 
37. "Don't bury the ___" 
39. Stan's partner in comedy 

42. Destroy 
43. "My stars!" 
45. Like some verbs, abbr. 
46. Sony's NYSE symbol 
47. "I love you ___, it hurts!" 
49. Like a big grin 
52. U-turn from WSW 
53. Alternative to the pill, briefly 
55. Hockey great Bobby 
56. Charmer, and what the literally  
      grid does 
62. Phony 
65. Chef's ___ 
66. Former French coin 
67. Won at musical chairs 
68. Humorous poet Nash 
69. French toast word 
70. Mudbath locale 
71. Turn back to zero

1. "Kills bugs dead" brand 
2. Perjurer 
3. Thompson of "Sense and  
    Sensibility" 
4. Sirs, in India 
5. Awful smell 
6. Watch face 
7. It's a plot! 
8. Metallica's genre 
9. Many a monk 
10. "Wizard of Oz" lion Bert 
11. Life story, in brief 
12. Caribou kin 
13. 180° from WNW 
19. Beyond regulation, briefly 
21. Former judge on "The Voice"  
     Green 
24. Like some angles 
25. Focal point 
26. Decreaser? 
27. Author Gay 
28. Reed College locale 
29. "Agreed, Judy Dench" 
30. Feel sick 

31. PBS Kids' show "___ Polie  
      Olie" 
33. Sav-___ Discount Thrift Store 
38. UCSD address ender 
40. Roth ___ 
41. It may get you to first base 
44. Something that's "true whether  
      or not you believe in it," per  
      Neil deGrasse Tyson 
48. McCarthy-era grp. 
50. "___ treat" (Halloween greeting  
     from someone dressed as Spock,  
     perhaps) 
51. Fullerton county 
54. Garb 
56. Clue 
57. Sting operation 
58. Alpha ___ (former supermarket) 
59. Baby goats 
60. Online transaction charge 
61. Monthly housing expense 
62. Uncertainties 
63. Gun grp. 
64. ___ Diego
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AT HOME  
WITH THE HOMELESS  
by Andrew Williams © 2023 

When help hurts, and why,  
and what to try instead. 

Q: What’s the worst thing you can do 
for someone having a mental health 
crisis?  

A: Call 911. As contradictory as it 
sounds, it’s the hard truth. Calls to 911 
invariably (or inevitably) get referred 
to law enforcement. If you’re 
embroiled in a mental crisis, 
seeing/hearing things that aren’t there, 
overwhelmed by emotions you can’t 
master, the last thing you want is offi-
cers in blue approaching with flash-
lights in your face and weapons rang-
ing from Tasers to semi-autos at the 
ready. 

Relevant stats and facts: according to 
the ACLU, studies show that nearly 
50% of police victims are living with a 
disability, predominantly a mental 
health disability. The National Mental 
Health Action association, in a position 
statement, asserts that “A law enforce-
ment response to a mental health crisis 
is almost always stigmatizing for peo-
ple with mental illnesses and should be 
avoided when possible.” 

“The amount of crisis out there is 
always going to outpace the number of 
workers we have,” former crisis 
line director Jess Stohlmann-
Rainey says in a recent article at 
madinamerica.com. “You’re 
doing this, and maybe you can 
see there’s 40 calls in the queue. 
If this feels really high risk, and 
you think you’re going to end up 
calling 911 anyway, maybe 
you’ll call it sooner so that you 
can pick up the phone for anoth-
er one of these 40 something 
people [waiting on hold]. And 
that’s not an okay decision to 
have to make, right? It’s the decision 
that people make every day doing this 
work.” 

Psychiatric survivor Ysabel Garcia 
puts the case even more forcefully: “It 
doesn’t make sense to send a police 
officer and EMTs to a person who 
holds all these marginalized identi-
ties,” Garcia says. “It’s literally a death 
threat. Their so-called intention of 
‘saving lives’ doesn’t match the impact 
of their policies.” 

In the past year, I’ve heard many sto-
ries from homeless persons and shelter 
residents that echo my own: authorities 
being either indifferent to their mental 
health struggles or actively unhelpful, 
intrusive and obstructive. To put it 
bluntly, homeless people trust law 
enforcement and social workers about 
as much as African-Americans do, and 
with equal reason. Until and unless this 
distrust is addressed, there will contin-
ue to be a gulf between the homeless 

and those who wish to help them. 
As a community we need to foster 

better relations between the homeless 
and law enforcement. Some good starts 
have been made in those areas, with 
the increased use of Crisis Assessment 
Teams (a joint effort of OC law 
enforcement and OC social services) 
and the institution of the Program for 
Assertive Community Treatment 
(PACT) which helps keep people with 
mental disorders functioning and in 
their homes. 

First: The first contact between the 
mentally ill/homeless and assistance 
should NOT be the police. Those blue 
uniforms, lights and sirens are huge 
triggers and can defeat any possibility 
of giving aid by exacerbating already 
traumatic situations. You also signifi-
cantly increase the risk of a “suicide by 
cop” scenario. 

Second: We should not expect the 
police to function as psychiatrists, psy-
chologists and therapists. That’s not in 
their job description, and it is unfair to 
expect them to function as such when 
dealing with people with mental disor-

ders. That’s the best part of 
CATs: you have the psychiatric 
community working with law 
enforcement to peacefully 
resolve situations with troubled 
individuals.  

None of these measures are 
magic bullets. No one solution 
exists to help mentally troubled 
people. The lesson of PACT is 
that everyone is an individual, 
and treatment approaches must 
be individualized. No one drug 
helps everyone with depression, 

or bipolar disorder, or schizophrenia. It 
takes time to find the right treatment 
modalities. The process can’t be 
rushed. 

Which is a problem with our society. 
We want easy and quick answers. 
We’ve become so used to getting 
everything right away that any delay 
causes anxiety and complaints that 
“Something must be done right now!” 
Carrie Fisher had it dead right when 
she wrote, in Postcards From The 
Edge, that “instant gratification takes 
too long.” But we can’t let that attitude 
interfere with or defund social pro-
grams that are working. No matter how 
long they take. No matter the cost. 
Because the cost of a human life can’t 
be quantified. He who saves a life, 
saves the whole world. He that takes a 
life, destroys it. 

 
Better days are coming 
…if we work for them.

 
No one 
solution 

exists  
to help 

mentally 
troubled  
people. 

"I was happy three days ago. Today I'm depressed. What happened?  
Nothing. An inner crutch slipped. Some poorly suppressed memory rose  

to the surface."— Mihail Sebastian, from 'For Two Thousand Years'



                 EDUCATIONPage 8 FULLERTOn OBSERVER  EARLY FEBRUARY 2023

SCHOOL REPORTS 
Buena Park High School (BPHS) 

Principal Dr. Sonje Berg reported that 
BPHS’s Dual Enrollment College pro-
gram continues to expand with the ulti-
mate goal to offer qualified students 
enough accredited classes to earn 40 to 
60 undergraduate college units by their 
high school graduation. 

La Habra High School (LHHS) 
Principal Steve Garcia shared how 
12th grader Johnny Ruiz overcame 
personal hardships of loss and learning 
disabilities to find support from the 
LHHS community and programs intro-
ducing him to a passion for learning 
and caring for others. After 3 years at 
LHHS, Mr. Ruiz has a 3.5 GPA, a tran-
script that includes Advanced 
Placement courses, and plans to attend 
the University of St. Mary’s in Kansas 
to study nursing and participate on the 
bowling team with a full scholarship in 
fall. Trustee Lauren Klatzer thanked 
Mr. Garcia for sharing Johnny Ruiz’s 
story and how student stories add 
meaning to the board’s work for the 
district. 

DUAL LAnGUAGE PROGRAM 
Assistant Superintendent of 

Education Services, Dr. Sylvia 
Kaufman introduced the proposed new 
FJUHSD Dual Language Academy. 
Almost a decade ago, FJUHSD feeder 
districts La Habra Elementary and 
Fullerton School District created dual 
immersion Spanish language programs 
followed closely by Lowell and now 
Buena Park Elementary School 

District.  
The planned FJUHSD Dual 

Language Academy potentially offers 
5 to 6 classes in Spanish literature and 
social sciences over 4 years to serve 
the prospective 43 dual immersion stu-
dents entering FJUHSD from La Habra 
Elementary in fall of 2023 with an 
additional hundred students in 2024/25 
when both La Habra and Fullerton will 
provide incoming 9th graders from 
their Spanish language programs. 
Future students from Lowell and 
Buena Park will enter beginning 
2027/28.  

Education Director Steve Zamora 
said the Academy’s goals will extend 
the K-8 grade dual immersion experi-
ence, enhance the student’s existing 
language skills, and offer certified 
courses taught completely in Spanish. 
Each academic year will offer a 
Spanish literature course qualifying for 
Advanced Placement, International 
Baccalaureate Higher Level 1 or 2 and 
social studies classes that include an 
in-depth multicultural curriculum that 
aligns with state standards. 

The district requires a minimum of 
20 registered students to keep the lan-
guage Academy alive and with board 
direction the administration will move 
forward to find qualified instructors 
with the required single subject cre-
dential in language and/or social sci-
ence and a BCLAD credential in 
Spanish language. 

Sonora High School will host the 
Dual Language Academy to accommo-
date the locality of the initial students 

SCHOOL DISTRICT nOTES  
by Jan Youngman 

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on 2nd & 4th 
Tues of each month at district office, 1401 W Valencia Dr.  
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno 

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
More information: (714) 870-2800 or www.fjuhsd.net

The FJUHSD board meeting on January 10 started with Board President 
Joanne Fawley announcing the passing of FJUHSD retired teacher and Trustee 
William E. “Bill” Dunton on January 1, 2023. Mr. Dunton taught English and 
journalism at FJUHSD from 1958 – 1989 and served as FJUHSD trustee from 
1992 until 2012. A lifelong fine arts supporter, Mr. Dunton’s family requested 

that any donations should be made to public school fine arts programs.

Janny Meyer Retires 
At the last FSD Board Meeting Ms. 

Janny Meyer, School Board Member 
and classroom teacher, announced that 
she was retiring from both her board 
and teaching positions. Several parents 
came forward to thank her for her 
excellent teaching at Hermosa School, 
listening to parents and giving them a 
voice at school. Ms. Egleth Nucci 
described her as an excellent teacher 
for all the children!  She was presented 
with flowers from several school 
groups and organizations.  

Ms. Meyer taught at FSD for 34 
years! Several staff and parents praised 
her for her strong leadership and vision 
that she shared with employees and 
parents. She said that one of her 
favorite activities was reading to the 
students in her classroom.  
California Distinguished Schools 

State Superintendent of Public 
Education Tony Thurmond recently 
announced the 2023 California 
Distinguished Schools. FSD is proud 

to announce that 6 of the 17 FSD 
schools have received this prestigious 
recognition this year: 

Acacia, Hermosa Drive, Fisler, 
Beechwood, Laguna Road, and 
Sunset Lane School each received the 
2023 California Distinguished School 
recognition this year! This program 
recognizes schools for their hard work, 
dedication, and resilience. Data used to 
select the schools includes assessment 
results, chronic absenteeism, suspen-
sion rates, and socioeconomic data. 
Statewide, only 6% of all elementary 
schools were designated 2023 
California Distinguished Schools. FSD 
has the most schools recognized in an 
Orange County School District. 

State Superintendent of Public 
Education Tony Thurmond’s press 
release states that these schools are rec-
ognized for providing not just excel-
lent teaching, learning, and collabora-
tion, but also highly successful, data-
driven school efforts ranging from pro-
fessional development for educators to 
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mental health and social-emotional 
wellness strategies to address the needs 
of students and families.  

Dual Language Programs 
Raymond School, Pacific Drive 

School and Laguna Road School are 
offering dual language programs this 
year. 

GATE Academies  
Cultivate Creative Connections:  
Hermosa Drive School is the host 

site for this years’ GATE Talent 
Academies. The focus of these GATE 
Talent Academies is Cultivating 
Creative Connections through foster-
ing creativity, problem solving, and 
developing talent.  

These Academies are designed to 
enhance the FSD GATE learning expe-
rience through targeted student-interest 
based academies. Each Academy is led 
by a team of FSD educational experts 
(including district staff and FSD teach-
ers) and field specialists who bring a 
unique lens to the learning environ-
ment.  

The January GATE Talent Academy 
filled to capacity and focused on 
Building the Best to create an ideal 
community. 

The 100 participants who were lucky 
enough to be selected through a lottery 
to attend the January GATE Talent 
Academy were able to learn more 
about what goes into an ideal commu-

nity. The students brainstormed what 
makes up an ideal community, what 
components, structures, and people are 
important to include, and then they cre-
ated visual representations of their 
community.  

The students shared that they really 
love being with their GATE peers from 
across the district where they feel a 
connection to each other. One of the 
teachers shared that she sees that when 
the GATE students collaborate, their 
ideas are validated, they are connected, 
and they feel less alone or isolated. 
Past GATE Talent Academies focused 
on identity in the community and the 
impact of communication and the use 
of arts to better understand your inner-
self. 

The next GATE Talent Academy is 
on March 4, 2023 and will focus on 
Community Design. Lottery registra-
tion for this Academy opens on 
February 21, 2023.  

The GATE Talent Academies, 
Cultivating Creative Connections, are 
open to FSD GATE students in third 
through eighth grades. Each session 
focuses on a different area, so be sure 
to sign up before space fills up and to 
sign up for all Academies in the series. 

 
More information is available  

on the FSD website at: 
https://www.fullertonsd.org/gate

entering FJUHSD. Sonora High 
School Principal Marvin Atkins shared 
that the inclusion of a dual language 
program will add value to the entire 
Sonora campus saying, “this program 
will serve to open more opportunities 
for our students to be globally compet-
itive.” Spanish is the second highest 
utilized language in the United States 
after English and this new academic 
program strengthens FJUHSD by pro-
viding relevant education opportunities 
to students moving forward. 

Trustee Marilyn Buchi questioned 
why the administration decided to offer 
social science courses, which Mr. 
Zamora replied reflected high academ-
ic dual language high school programs 
the administration studied. Mr. Zamora 
answered Trustee Klatzker’s question 
about academy class availability to 
other students that all qualified district 
students may participate in the acade-
my.  

Trustee Klatzker asked if the social 
studies classes would count toward the 
new Ethnic Studies requirement, which 
Dr. Kaufman replied that they would 
look into that nuanced question. 
Students completing AP or IB Spanish 
currently qualify for the Seal of 
Biliteracy, but a possible additional 
scholastic recognition will be created 

for students completing the entire 4-
year dual language program. 

Board President Fawley received 
clarification that administration will 
facilitate program-based student and 
sibling transfers to Sonora, and asked 
about direct parent input. Dr. Kaufman 
admitted that administration waited for 
board direction before officially con-
sulting with parents.  

Superintendent Dr. Steve 
McLaughlin interceded admitting that 
parents from both La Habra and 
Fullerton had been very vocal advocat-
ing for their incoming high school stu-
dents and parent input would be part of 
the process moving forward with board 
support. 

After Trustee Fawley gained assur-
ance that students participating in the 
program would not be penalized from 
taking additional Advanced Placement 
courses like US History, then all 
trustees present (Dr. Vicki Calhoun 
was absent) indicated they looked for-
ward to hearing about future dual lan-
guage program developments. 
February FJUHSD Board meeting  
will be on February 14th at 6pm 
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Animal Trivia
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What’s Trending by Irene, 11th gradeFeatured Pet & Trivia by Rosie, 6th grade

Meet Gambit
Mysterious five-year-

old Siberian Husky 
Gambit came to the 

OC Animal Care with a case of fly 
strike dermatitis. Though Gambit’s 
ears are now healed, he is self-con-
scious of his ears, which may be con-
sidered a mark of beautiful uniqueness 
that separates him from other dogs 
with normal, common ears.  

Outdoors, this calm canine clearly 
shows his streak of hunting handed 
down by dogs before him by chasing 
birds. He sits beautifully and loves pets 
and treats. Gambit likes being special, 
and by being special, that means being 
the only animal that receives adoration 
and affection in the house. Resourceful 
and independent, Gambit is an ideal 
dog!  There’s no two same dogs! This 
one’s special!

Animal ID#: A1782347 
Call (714) 935-6848 to schedule an 

appointment today! (Walk-ins wel-
come) Or visit ocpetinfo.org

Book Review by Katie, 11th grade  

Q: What’s the freakiest animal in 
your opinion, Rosie? 
A: The giant bat. Lovable but 
impossible not to hate, the giant 
bat weighs only a few pounds but 
has a wingspan of six feet—it is 
taller than some humans! 
Endemic to the Philippines, the 
giant bat is endangered because 
of deterioration of habitat, starva-
tion, disease and hunting of the 
bats. They eat several types of 
leaves and even figs. Mangos and 
blooming flowers are also some 
good treats for the giant bat.

Alone with you  
in the ether

by Olivie Blake, 300 pages

This is a book that I have very con-
flicting feelings about. On one hand, I 
absolutely adored the lyrical writing 
and prose, but on the other hand, I was-
n’t fully invested in the characters and 
their development.  

The first half was heaven—I loved 

the characters and 
couldn’t wait to see 
how these two flawed 
people would grow to 
understand each other 
so deeply.  

Regan and Aldo, the two main char-
acters, had conversations about every-
thing, from the ebb and flow of time to 
museum paintings to bees. In the end, I 
think this was Blake’s way of making 
sure that these two characters would 
not leave my mind because of the way 
they elaborated on these topics and 
added their own unique perspective to 
them.  

Ultimately, the second half and end-
ing of the book fell flat. I had no inter-
est in side characters that were intro-
duced and the main relationship trans-
formed into something that was almost 
unhealthy. They were so in love to the 
point that they have become codepen-
dent and could not live without each 
other. Because of this, I lost interest in 
the characters and the story began to 
drag on.  

Overall, I really hoped to love this 
book, but I ended up with no strong 
feelings about it. I would still recom-
mend it; it’s the perfect novel for hope-
less romantics to read and experience.

Asian Stardom
Despite a 4-decade 

long acting career 
and a vast portfolio 
of impressive works 

including Crazy Rich Asians, 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon and 
The Lady, 60-year-old actress Michelle 
Yeoh just achieved the greatest mile-
stones in her career as well as for the 
history of film.  

On Tuesday, Jan. 24, the 2023 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences nominations revealed a 
shocking turn of events. Notorious for 
the lack of diversity in its line-up of 
winning actors and productions, the 
2022 action-comedy film, Everything 
Everywhere All at Once racked a total 
of 11 different nominations, placing it 
at No. 1 among all other films.  

Winning her first Golden Globe and 

Oscar nomination for her role as 
Evelyn Quan Wang, the Malaysian-
born entertainer is defying limits and 
setting new standards of Asian bril-
liance, alongside cast members Ke 
Huy Quan and Stepahnie Hsu, as well 
as director Daniel Kwon.  

Recognized as a largely underrepre-
sented population, Asian actors are sel-
dom granted a voice in the American 
entertainment industry, much less 
awarded for their contributions. But 
this year, things are looking different 
for the Asian American community. 
The film’s success is proof of Asian 
excellence. It’s also a powerful 
reminder that Asian artists hold a place 
in Hollywood.  

https://www.yahoo.com/entertain-
ment/michelle-yeoh-makes-history-
first-171221569.html 

Historical Perspective  
by Mateo, 9th grade

Feb 6 national Yogurt Day;  
How Yogurt Came to Be

Frozen yogurt is a treat that just 
about everyone has tried and enjoyed. 
A healthier alternative to ice cream, it 
is a popular dessert that many people 
who have tried, think highly of it. Just 
like ice cream, it comes in thousands of 
different flavors and can have thou-
sands of different toppings on it, mak-
ing it a fun and diverse treat.  

February 6th, we celebrate and rec-
ognize the legacy of frozen yogurt, 
including the impact the frosty snack 
has had on children and adults alike 
over the years. Here is a brief history of 
frozen yogurt, as well as the qualities 
that make it so delicious. 

Yogurt itself was first created about 
5,000 years ago in the Middle East and 
Asia. It was originally eaten as part of 
every single meal in many indigenous 
tribes around the area. However, the 
frozen treat we all know and love today 
was not developed until the 1970s, 
when a man named H.P. Hood intro-
duced it to the public under the name 
“frogurt.”  

It grew popular due to being so simi-
lar to ice cream yet so much healthier, 
and many companies began to capital-
ize on this popularity. The ice cream 
company TCBY pioneered this expan-
sion by opening their first frozen 
yogurt shop in 1981, and the market 
for frozen yogurt began to skyrocket.  

There were over 100 different frozen 
yogurt chains around the U.S. just 
three years later, and the industry as a 

whole garnered around $25 million by 
1986. Throughout the 1990s, frozen 
yogurt made up 10% of all frozen 
desserts, officially cementing both its 
legacy and its tastiness into the main-
stream.  

Fast forward to the present day, and 
there are many great frozen yogurt 
joints located around the nation. The 
treat itself has evolved from a simple 
snack to a crazy collection of more fla-
vors and toppings than ever.  

On a more personal perspective, 
frozen yogurt is engraved into my own 
life through a yearly tradition I have. 
After the first day of each school year, 
I go to Yogurtland with my family to 
grab a cup of my favorite frozen food. 
I enjoy the fact that I get to personalize 
my yogurt cup to my own liking, 
which gives it a unique quality.  

I also enjoy the wide variety of flavor 
options provided; not only are these 
flavors healthier than ice cream, but 
they are also unique flavors that cannot 
be found in any ice cream store. My 
favorite thing about frozen yogurt, 
however, is that it works so well with 
so many different toppings. I can dump 
a plethora of sweet, sour, and fruity 
items and almost guarantee that it will 
taste good every single time.  

So, next time you go out to get a cup 
of frozen yogurt, think about its rich 
history and how it grew to the promi-
nent status it holds today.



       MOVIE REVIEW & THEATRE EARLY FEBRUARY 2023Page 10 FULLERTOn OBSERVER

FRI, SAT, SUn  
through February 26 

• 8pm & 6pm: Misery: Misery follows 
successful romance novelist Paul 
Sheldon, who is rescued from a car 
crash by his “Number One Fan,” Annie 
Wilkes, and wakes up captive in her 
secluded home. While Paul is conva-
lescing, Annie reads the manuscript to 
his newest novel and becomes enraged 
when she discovers the author has 
killed off her favorite character, Misery 
Chastain. Annie forces Paul to write a 
new “Misery” novel, and he quickly 
realizes Annie has no intention of let-
ting him go anywhere.The irate Annie 
has Paul writing as if his life depends 
on it, and it does. RATED ADULT, 
not appropriate for under 13      
Tickets $15 - $30 

Maverick Theater 
110 E Walnut Ave, unit B, Fullerton 

(714) 526-7070   mavericktheater.com 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 18 
THE LEO FEnDER PROJECT  

Showtimes and tickets at  
electriccompanytheatre.org 

What happens when an unconventional 
young mind can see inventions and 
creations where other people can’t? 
The world of music is changed forever.  
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center 

714-738-6595 | info@themuck.org 
1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton _____________________  

WED & THURS 
February 22 & 23 

• 9:30am, 12:30pm, & 7pm: The 
Outsiders: The Outsiders is seen 
through the eyes of Ponyboy, a Greaser 
on the wrong side of life who is caught 
up in territorial battles between the 
have- it- made rich kids, The Socs, and 
his tough, underprivileged family and 
friends.  

La Mirada Theatre 
14900 La Mirada Blvd La Mirada 

Box Office: 562-944-9801 
www.lamiradatheatre.com 

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2023

Nominated for an Academy Award 
this year, “Women Talking” has a 
Sarah Polley script based on a novel by 
Miriam Toews. Its startling story 
caught the attention of Brad Pitt and 
Frances McDormand, who are among 
the movie’s producers, with 
McDormand appearing in a brief role. 
Toews, brought up in a small 
Mennonite community in Canada, left 
that community at age eighteen. Its rig-
ors, though oppressive, did not reflect 
the horrors of the small religious com-
munity in Bolivia that are presented in 
her book and in this subsequent film. 

Polley also serves as director, setting 
most of the film in a hayloft where the 
women, including mothers, daughters, 
and grandmothers in a remote farming 
community gather to discuss their 
plight. The men are away for two days 
and the women for the first time have 
the opportunity to gather together to 
share their tales of horror and to decide 
whether they should stay and forgive 
the men or stay and fight or leave, tak-
ing the children with them. 

Using an animal tranquilizer, the 
men have been raping the women in 
their sleep. They have also not permit-
ted the females in the community to 
learn to read or write, although the 
women have orally learned to recite 
long passages from the Bible. The men 
have also hired a schoolteacher, 
August (Ben Whishaw), to  teach only 
the boys to be literate and he is left 
behind as they go to the city. 

August becomes the one male char-
acter in the film and the women ask 
him to record what everyone says dur-
ing the hours of debate about their 
future. He is totally sympathetic with 
their plight and even falls in love with 
pregnant and unwed Ona (Rooney 
Mara), who is thoughtful and articu-
late, as well as beautiful.  

Polley’s skillful direction does break 

up the long day’s discussion with 
views of the flat farmland around them 
and the repeated housework, including 
washing clothes by hand and hanging 
them outside to dry. She also gets 
unusual photography from cinematog-
rapher Luc Montpeiller. The plainness 
of the lives these women lead is 
reflected in his heavy use of black and 
white and sepia tones, even in some of 
the outdoor scenes, which lack any 
vivid color.  

Another unusual representation of 
life in this remote rural environment is 
the timelessness Polley achieves in 
both the indoor and outdoor scenes. 
The women are using a hand operated 
outdoor pump for their water and they 
travel in buggies drawn by horses. We 
in the audience feel that we are view-
ing a film set in another century, so it is 
startling when one of the characters 
says she needs to give her baby antibi-
otics. She explains that she has walked 
a day and a half with her baby on her 
back to get this medication. 

Some suspense is achieved as the 
women, disparate in their opinions, 
discuss their choices throughout most 
of the movie. All points of view are 
expressed, the older women tending to 
vote in favor of remaining in the 
colony while the younger women are 
split as to staying or leaving. 

Not all audiences will agree that 
“Women Talking” deserves its nomina-
tion for an Academy Award, not 
because it isn’t superbly acted and 
directed but because the plot itself 
entails a tedium that is difficult to over-
come. However, contemporary audi-
ences will recall that it was just thirty 
years ago that a similar cult, the 
Branch Davidians in Waco, Texas, led 
by David Koresh, claimed the same 
demonic power over women. 

At this writing, “Women Talking” 
could be seen in theaters only.

WOMEN TALKING: A Hit and a Miss

FJUHSD Student Art Show  
PHOTO AND STORY BY ESHA SALMAN

As a kickstart to the year, the 
Muckenthaler displays their annual 
FJUHSD student art show featuring a 
wide variety of works from oil paint-
ings to photography stills. 100 talented 
students from La Habra, Fullerton, 
Troy, Sunny Hills, Sonora, Buena Park, 
La Vista and La Sierra showcase their 
unique artistic ability through intricate 
art pieces that display their individual-
istic talent. 

Entering the showcase, viewers are 
greeted with human depictions in oil 
and acrylic paints. Different mediums 
of art are utilized throughout the show, 
including 3d models created from 
paper mache, intricate photos, 
graphite, and so much more. The emo-
tion that is captured with the different 
shades, colors, and artistic styles 

encapsulates the creative diversity of 
students throughout the FJUHSD 
schools. 

Each student’s process was depicted 
under the artwork with an inclusion of 
their idea, materials, and process. This 
art show is beautiful and creative. The 
different pieces each depicted a com-
mentary on social issues through inno-
vative aspects, and each student was 
able to perfectly grasp and address 
these issues through their pieces. If you 
are looking for student creativity in the 
FJUHSD, then look no further than this 
brilliant annual showcase. 

 
In gallery until February 09 

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center 
714-738-6595 | info@themuck.org 
1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton



Through - February 09 
FJUHSD STUDENT ART SHOW 
Muckenthaler Main & n. Gallery 

Gallery Hours:  
Monday-Friday: 10am-5pm  

*Saturday-Sunday: 12m-4pm 
This annual exhibition features the 
work of 100 talented high school stu-
dents from La Habra, Fullerton, Troy, 
Sunny Hills, Sonora, Buena Park, La 
Vista and La Sierra.  
The collection is judged by their own 
art teachers and is comprised of a vari-
ety of mediums: painting, photogra-
phy, sculpture, ceramics, etc.  
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center 

714-738-6595 | info@themuck.org 
1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton ________________  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening Reception: 
Thursday, Feb 16, 6-7:30pm / Free  

Show runs until Mar 31  
Groundbreaking Women:  

ALLISOn ADAMS 
Gallery Hours:  

Monday-Friday: 10am-5pm  
*Saturday-Sunday: 12m-4pm 

Ticket Price: $5 
Painter Allison Adams, founder of 
Groundbreaking Girls, inspired by her 
female subjects growing up, extended 
her research and found strength and 
empowerment in the stories of trail-
blazing women. Her award winning 
“Cloud of Witness” short film is an 
educational accompaniment. 
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center 

714-738-6595 | info@themuck.org 
1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton 
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Certified  
Farmers Market

Wednesday, February 8 at 8pm 
Salzburg Guitar Trio 

Internationally recognized as one of 
the leading guitar ensembles of today, 
the Salzburg Guitar Trio engages its 
audiences with their energetic presence 
and deeply emotional performances. 
Tickets: $10 / $8 Titan Price 

CalState University Fullerton 
Recital Hall  800 N. State College 
Blvd., Fullerton | (657) 278-3371 _____________________  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
• 7:30pm: Lizzie No: New York 
singer-songwriter, harpist and guitarist 
Lizzie No is one of the most exciting 
new voices in contemporary 
Americana music. She has showcased 
at Americanafest, South by Southwest, 
and the Mile of Music Festival.  
Her 2019 album, "Vanity", was a hit at 
college radio stations across the coun-
try, cracking the NACC Top Adds 
Chart.  $35 
• A beer and wine bar will be available. 
• Parking is FREE in The Muck lot.  
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center 

714-738-6595 | info@themuck.org 
1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton  

Friday, February 10 at 8pm 
Mikhail Korzhev, piano 

Mikhail Korzhev, a pianist that “pro-
jects strength, atmosphere and the 
ability to tanckle even the knottiest 
passages…” (International Record 
Review) Tickets: $10 / $8 Titan Price 

CalState University Fullerton 
Meng Concert Hall   

800 N. State College Blvd., Fullerton 
(657) 278-3371 _____________________  

Thursday, February 16 at 8pm 
Faculty Chamber String Ensemble  

University of nevada, Vegas 
Guest Artist Recital | Tickets: $10 / $8  

CalState University Fullerton 
Meng Concert Hall   

800 N. State College Blvd., Fullerton 
(657) 278-3371 _____________________  

Thursday, Feb 16 @7:30pm 
JAZZFEST  

preview with Bill Cunliffe 
Once again our pep 
rally/celebration/thank you to Jazz 
Fest season ticket holders is the best 
Valentine's week event in the County. 
Join us to hear Grammy-winning Jazz 
piano brilliance from Bill Cunliffe. 
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center 

714-738-6595 | info@themuck.org 
1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton

Every WEDNESDAY  
•8:30am-12:30pm:  

It is small, BUT they have the best  
avocados,  apples, oranges,  

lemons, strawberries,  honey,  
nuts and tamales!  

Fullerton Community Center 
340 W Commonwealth Ave  
No farmers . . . No food!  

Support local farmers!

The annual Morrison Scholastic 
tournament will be held Saturday, 
March 11 at Ladera Vista Jr High 
School,1700 E. Wilshire, from 
9:30am to 3pm (most of the younger 
grades will finish by noon).  This 
tournament is co-sponsored by the 
Fullerton Host Lions Club and the 
Fullerton School District.  Cost will 
by $5 for the non-rated section, and 
$35 for the rated one, if registered by 
March 5. All area students are eligi-
ble to participate in either tourna-
ment. 

There will be at least one, and pos-
sibly two, Host Lions workshop(s) to 
get you primed for the Morrison and 
the city chess championship. Date(s) 
for these are TBA for now. 

The annual Fullerton City Chess 
Championship tournament will be 
held on a Friday, 6:30 pm. On either 
4/21, 4/28 or 5/6.  Date to be nailed 

down soon. This tournament is limit-
ed to Fullerton residents, or students 
attending Fullerton school. There is 
no entry fee. 

*Background:  Dewain Barber, the 
first ever US Chess Federation leg-
end of scholastic chess, has helped - 
and for the past 35 years fully organ-
ized and financed - scholastic tour-
naments in Orange County: the 
Staser and the Morrison scholastic 
championships. Dewain had to retire 
for health reasons, so both tourna-
ment will run by Joe Hanley of the 
Hanley Chess Academy, a well-rec-
ognized authority in chess instruc-
tion. 

Contact Joe Hanley  
call: 714-925-3195  

hanelychessacademy@gmail.com or 
Pete Baron  

timeyourswing@gmail.com

Calling All Chess Players

Brea Improv 
180 S Brea Blvd, Brea 92821 

Https://improv.com/brea 
714-482-0700  

Feb 14: Ian Bagg 
Feb 15: Joey Avery 

Feb 16-19 six shows: Tracy Morgan 

Tracy Morgan at Brea Improve  
Feb 16-19 six shows

Yard Sale 
 

March 11  
SATURDAY ONLY 

8am to 2pm 

149 W Whiting Ave  
 

Observing 
Fullerton 

Fundraiser 
 

Help support  
students and  

positive local media 
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VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2023 

Visit Emerson’s YouTube Channel For More

Located near the north entrance of 
Cal State Fullerton’s Pollak Library is 
a space known as the Salz-Pollak 
Atrium Gallery, which has housed a 
wide variety of exhibitions over the 
years. From now until March 26, 2023, 
a tribute exhibit honoring the library’s 
namesakes, is open.  

Curated by Trish Campbell, Exhibit 
Program Coordinator at the library and 
Adjunct Professor in the Division of 
Anthropology, the exhibition was cre-
ated to celebrate the lives of the 
Pollaks as well as the contributions 
they have made to the community.  

Featuring everything from the 
Pollak’s Victorian living room furni-
ture, personal portraits, books, awards, 
statuettes, and artifacts from their art 
collection, this exhibit is designed to 
help library patrons and local residents 
understand who the Pollaks were.  

On a side wall close to the doorway 
of the gallery, introductory wall text 
explains that the two of them inde-
pendently chose careers in education, 
and military and public service. Both 
were respected within their fields, 
serving nearly 70 combined years. 
They were tireless supporters of the 
library as the intellectual hub of the 
university and to the college of 
Humanities and Social Sciences. 

According to exhibition wall text, 
Paulina June Salz was born in San 
Francisco, and was the only child of 
Florence Friedman Swartz (1898 – 
1979), and Victor Salz (1893 – 1974). 
“After earning her Master’s degree in 
English, she began working for CBS 
radio control, later moving to advertis-
ing agencies overseeing ad place-
ments. However, when jobs dried up 
during the recession of 1957, Paulina 
June went back to USC for her Ph.D., 
switching to and finishing her disserta-
tion at Northridge. In 1961, after fin-
ishing her Ph.D., June received a job 
offer from Orange State College (later 
CSU Fullerton), becoming the only 
female instructor in English.”  

 “June and George Pollak are largely 
unknown to the campus community 
today,” said Campbell via email. “June 
was one of the founding faculty, join-
ing CSUF in the early 1960s. She 
helped to develop early faculty and 
campus governance programs and cur-
riculum. After they were married in 
1969, they basically joined forces in 
causes they were passionate about, like 
the environment and education.”  

Behind glass display panels on the 
far back wall of the first room in the 

Atrium Gallery, I learned more about 
George Pollak. Campbell explained 
that the two shared an immigrant story 
to some degree.  

“George’s was certainly more recent 
as he and his parents fled Nazi occu-
pied Vienna in 1939. They came to this 
country with nearly nothing,” said 
Campbell. According to exhibit wall 
text, George was born in Vienna, 
Austria to Helene “Henie” Neufeld 
(1894 – 1984) and Julius Pollak (1885 
– 1978). His “early life was perilous.  

As Jews in Nazi occupied territory, 
the gravity of the situation must have 
been frightening and uncertain. George 
and his parents sailed from Cherbourg, 
France on the SS Aquitania, immigrat-
ing to the United States via New 
York,” and later moving to Los 
Angeles, where he earned his bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees from the 
University of California, Los Angeles.   

“June’s father was her nearest immi-
grant relative, a Polish Jew considered 
an enemy alien during World War I,” 
explained Campbell via email. “He 
also came to this country with nearly 
nothing. And, June’s maternal grand-
parents immigrated from Hungary and 
Prussia. Though June herself was not 
an immigrant, the lives and experi-
ences of her father and grandparents 
helped her to understand George and 
his parent’s journey.  

They understood what real struggle 
was and what was required to over-
come the challenges they faced. June 
and George appreciated their successes 
and strove to help others when possi-
ble. If they could create and foster 
curiosity and learning, or an apprecia-
tion for the natural world, then they 
would do what they could, or what was 
within their means, leading to a legacy 
of giving. Not just money, but of them-
selves and their time.” 

All of the artworks, furni-
ture, and personal objects 
on display belonged to the 
Pollaks. They are included 
with the exhibit so that vis-
itors, like myself, can con-
nect with June and George 
on a more personal level. In 
fact, most of the wall text 
within the gallery is provid-
ed by June herself, through 
an oral history recorded in 
2018, and from their col-
lected personal papers. June and 
George served on the Patron’s of the 
Library for years. They gave many of 
their belongings to the library. What 

the library couldn’t use was given to 
Campbell for use in exhibitions.  

Campbell, who has worked in the 
CSUF Library for 16 years, knew June 
and George personally. “They were ter-
rific supporters of the library and 
indeed of the exhibition program of 

which I am in charge,” she 
said. “For me, the greatest 
challenge was creating a 
tribute that I felt did them 
both justice. It was impor-
tant to create an exhibition 
for visitors who also knew 
June and George to recog-
nize them and perhaps for 
others who didn’t to meet 
them for the first time.” 

With help from Lisa Mix, 
Patricia Prestinary, and 

Garrett Fritz at the University Archives 
and Special Collections, and student 
assistants, Campbell was able to piece 
this exhibit together. Student assistants 
Andrea Abang, Valerie Christy, and 

Kathy Loreto helped with combing 
through many boxes of personal files, 
photographs and ephemera that were 
donated to the University’s Archives 
and Special Collections.  

“Fortunately, June and George kept a 
lot of stuff, many photographs of their 
life together, and their philanthropic 
works,” said Campbell. Campbell’s 
intent was never to create an exhibition 
that told the sum total of the Pollaks’ 
lives, but rather an introduction to June 
and George. “If this exhibit helps oth-
ers to know them, too, then the project 
helps their memory to live on.” 

The Paulina June and George Pollak 
Tribute Exhibition at the Salz-Pollak 
Atrium Gallery is free, handicap acces-
sible, and open to the public during 
library hours. Regular CSUF campus 
parking rules apply.  

For further information, please visit 
the CSUF Pollak Library website at: 

www.library.fullerton.edu/ 
visiting/exhibits/  

CSUF library exhibition honors 
the lives of Paulina June & George Pollak

Above: Statuettes 
and artifacts from 
the art collection 

of June and 
George. 

Left: Portrait of 
Paulina June and 

George Pollak 
Below: The 

Pollak’s Victorian 
living room furni-

ture, personal por-
traits, books, and 

awards.

 
June  

and George  
appreciated  

their successes 
and strove to 
help others  

when possible.

The Orange County Power Authority 
(OCPA) swore in its new Board of 
Directors during its January 17, 2023 
meeting. Board members include: 

• Chair: Fred Jung, City of Fullerton 
Mayor 
• Vice Chair: Kathleen Treseder, City 
of Irvine Councilmember 
• Jose Trinidad Castaneda, City of 
Buena Park Councilmember 
• Casey McKeon, City of Huntington 
Beach Councilmember 
• Tammy Kim, City of Irvine Vice 
Mayor 

• Donald P. Wagner, County of 
Orange Third District Supervisor 
“Orange County Power Authority is 

addressing climate change and build-
ing heathier, more resilient communi-
ties for generations to come – and it’s 
incumbent upon our new Board to 
ensure its success,” stated Jung, new 
Board Chair. “We will work together to 
keep delivering on our promise to give 
customers choice in who their electric-
ity provider is and how much renew-
able energy they want to help procure 
to put onto the grid.” 

As a locally governed not-for-profit 
community choice energy provider, 
OCPA’s Board of Directors is made up 
of elected officials who are appointed 
by the city councils and Board of 
Supervisors that they were elected to. 
OCPA is helping communities meet 
their climate goals by offering a green-
er source of electricity at competitive 
rates. OCPA is also working to provide 
long-term sustainability to Orange 
County by bringing additional renew-
able energy projects online, which cre-
ates jobs. 

Orange County Power Authority swears in its new Board About OCPA 
The Orange County Power Authority 

is a not-for-profit public agency that 
offers clean power at competitive rates, 
significantly reducing energy-related 
greenhouse emissions and enabling 
reinvestment in local energy programs 
through consumer choice. At full 
launch, OCPA will be the sixth largest 
and greenest community choice energy 
provider in California, with approxi-
mately 875 MW in peak load serving 
over 825,000 residents and businesses 
in its service area.  
To learn more, visit www.ocpower.org.



He wants to expand the legal quotas for 
citizens escaping problematic regimes 
and create an App to let them apply 
online. Those are the carrots. The stick 
and sticking point for many liberals is 
that this increase would come in 
exchange for sending back all who 
apply after illegally crossing our bor-
der. These policies have infuriated both 
the left and the right. Hallelujah, Biden 
has brought us together! 

Hypocrisy on immigration is not the 
sole province of politicians. We the 
People send very mixed messages. 
Conservatives who oppose mass immi-
gration often fight for cheap labor—
meaning immigrants legal and not. Our 

agricultural economy would 
crash at paying living wages 
and health benefits to the peo-
ple who harvest our crops and 
work in our slaughterhouses. 
Nor do liberals want to pay for 
lettuce, citrus or grapes picked 
by unionized workers not liv-
ing in fear of being cheated by 
labor brokers and deported by 
ICE.  

Many liberals used to be, in 
principle, against huge 
defense spending.  We do, 
after all, spend more on 
defense than the next 5 

nations combined! Conservatives were 
always in favor of more defense spend-
ing. Now liberals want to maintain or 
increase defense spending, while for-
mer Hawks want to audit spending and 
cut it. Those are the public positions, 
but they are not what they seem. They 
are, for the moment, distorted by con-
troversy over aid to Ukraine. 

The Military Industrial Complex has 
been very smart and intentional about 
subcontracting parts all around the 
country. A plane “built” in Los Angeles 
or Seattle has parts from every state 
and nearly every congressional district. 

Thus, to kill a project affects the econ-
omy, jobs, and ancillary services 
everywhere in the country. This is why 
a Dovish liberal will lobby, behind the 
scenes, to keep a military project 
going—even one the military may say 
they don’t want or need. Likewise, 
conservatives, while publicly focused 
on “waste, fraud and abuse,” will sup-
port building two jet engines from two 
different companies for one jet fighter 
in order to spread the wealth. Both par-
ties want to cut waste, fraud, and abuse 
unless those cuts cause economic 
blood loss in their districts or states. 

To further illustrate the hypocrisies in 
both politics and media, take the gov-
ernment documents, both harmless and 
Top Secret Compartmented, found at 
Mar-a-Lago and at Biden’s former 
office. Conservatives and their media 
hold that these are the same, and every-
one retains certain papers. So, either 
Trump is guiltless, or Biden should 
have his home and the White House 
raided. Democrats and their media say, 
“Oh no. These are completely differ-
ent. Nothing to see here. Biden didn’t 
know and when the papers were found 
did not resist, hide, or litigate. He 
turned them over immediately. 
Nothing to see here. 

Well, objectively they are not the 
same. Intent and resistance count 
against Trump. However, the mishan-
dling of classified documents, particu-
larly if compartmented, is not nothing. 
At the very least it is sloppy, potential-
ly dangerous and a serious matter. 
Democrats cannot hold that there is 
nothing and Republicans can’t hold 
that they are the same. But both will do 
exactly this. 

It is little wonder that much of the 
public is disheartened, if not disgusted, 
by the less than truthful spin and tribal 
loyalties of the often classless political 
class. 
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2023  • JonDobrer@mac.com

Hypocrisy, Mendacity & Cynicism:  
A Trifecta of American Politics 

The picture of AOC (Alexandra 
Ocasio-Cortez) and Matt Gaetz chat-
ting, seemingly amicably, during the 
nearly violent chaos of the Kevin 
McCarthy confirmation hearings 
seemed strange to many. What, after 
all, were these two exemplars of the 
edges of their respective parties doing 
and why were they models of reason 
when the more mainstream politicians 
were at loggerheads—or at least look-
ing for logs with which to hit each 
other in the head? 

The easy answer is that you can’t 
really take either politicians or their 
spokes-folks at face value. The amount 
of mendacity and hypocrisy is stun-
ning. We say we want comity but often 
get comedy, tragedy, and farce.  

AOC and Gaetz can talk nicely 
(sometimes) because they are not insti-
tutionalists and party faithful. Gaetz 
has no real political platform, nor does 
he want one. He craves a media plat-
form instead. Gaetz is happy to attack 
and diminish the party regulars, the so-
called establishment. So too is AOC. 
She backed Democratic insurgents in 
primaries to overthrow not simply the 
party’s pick but actual Democratic 
incumbents. However, unlike Gaetz, 
AOC actually has core beliefs and 
principles. 

Gaetz was part of a wing that isn’t 
truly conservative but essentially bomb 
throwing anarchists, and AOC and her 
Squad agree with many of the rule pro-
posals that Gaetz and his ilk humiliat-
ingly forced on McCarthy. Both Left 
and Right, want more accountability, 

more debate, and the ability to propose 
and vote on amendments on the floor. 
They want weakened centralized lead-
ership. Are they motivated by idealism, 
political ambition or craving for yet 
higher office? Most likely some or all 
of the above. Should we be shocked 
that left and right meet on the 
extremes? Not at all. The political 
spectrum is not linear but 
curved like a horseshoe.  

The joint hypocrisies arise 
again concerning the serious 
heart-breaking and chaotic 
issues of border security and 
immigration. Former 
President Trump instituted 
(already existing) Article 42 
to stop immigrants at the bor-
der based on public health 
concerns—specifically Covid 
19. President Biden cam-
paigned against 42 and main-
tained that it was not only 
unfair but now is inappropri-
ate since the Covid crisis has passed. 
As a side bar, I’m not at all sure that the 
Covid crisis has truly passed but our 
ability to stop it at the border is not 
viable. Biden maintained that he want-
ed 42 rescinded. But when it was 
rescinded, he and many fellow 
Democrats quietly lobbied that full 
rescission be slow walked. In other 
words, “We want it gone but not now 
and not too fast.” 

Now, with Biden finally visiting the 
southern border, he proposes a policy, 
though not rationalized by article 42, 
for all practical purposes continues it. 

 
So, either 

Trump  
is guiltless,  
or Biden 

should have 
his home  
and the 

White House 
raided.

FJUHSD Parent Safety Information by Vivien Moreno
Allen Whitten, FJUHSD Director of 

Student Services, hosted “Safety Tips 
Every Parent Should Know” presented 
by the Fullerton, La Habra, and Buena 
Park Police departments on October 
18, 2022. The presentaion addressed 
incidents FJUHSD Student Resource 
Officers (SROs) encounter at all school 
sites. The parent information session 
highlighted cyber safety issues of bul-
lying and sexting along with drug 
information concerning vaping and 
ingesting nicotine, marijuana, and 
other drugs most commonly found on 
all FJUHSD campuses. 

The one-hour presentation was con-
densed into a 36-minute video now 
available on the district website. 
https://www.fjuhsd.org/domain/1567  

Fullerton Police Sergeant Bridges 
introduced the cyber security informa-
tion by showing a 2015 YouTube video 
by prankster Coby Persin about how 
easy a pedophile can trick teenage girls 
to meet in person despite parent safety 
warnings. Sergeant Bridges transi-
tioned to identifying cyberbullying as 
person(s) who participate in any 
harassing activity using social media 
and when the action includes threats to 
students or any other school personnel, 
uses threatening language, or posts pic-
tures of violence or items that can 
cause harm, police enforcement can be 
involved to locate the culprit. To iden-
tify student cyberbullies, SRO’s utilize 
law enforcement resources to locate, 
search, and seize phones, computers 
and other electronic devices that the 
threats are sent on even if originating 

from outside locations. 
Sergeant Bridges’ overarching mes-

sage to parents and their children was 
“the internet was never intended to be 
temporary, it is forever” and every-
thing posted on social media has the 
potential to create a lasting footprint 
outside of their children’s control no 
matter what they believe. He recom-
mended that parents monitor their chil-
dren’s school class attendance and talk 
to them about all their social media 
accounts. 

Fullerton Union High 
School SRO Eric Carrillo 
stated that sexting is the most 
common offence the officers 
find at each school site. 
Officer Carrillo pointed out 
that sexually explicit photos, 
texts, and emails set over any 
social media including video 
games can constitute sexting 
and if either subject who is 
taking or receiving the photo 
is 17 years or younger, there 
is a potential illegal activity 
occurring. These offences 
range from misdemeanors to 
felonies and include child pornogra-
phy, revenge porn, stalking, and some-
times result in having students identi-
fied as registered sexual predators. 

Officer Carrillo and Sergeant Bridges 
showed example scenarios, implying 
they reflected real situations the offi-
cers encountered in FJUHSD schools. 
Overall, underage sexting is an offence 
if any part of the action is not occurring 
between consenting adults (over the 

age of 18 in California), if it involves a 
minor at any time of the process, it 
leads to a person saving explicit pic-
tures, videos, texts of or about a minor, 
and if any of the actions are done to 
annoy, harass, or threaten a person at 
any time (adult or minor).  

Officer Carrillo stated the best way to 
stay out of trouble is for everyone to 
not take or share nude pictures or 
videos of themselves or others, do not 
ask or pressure anyone to share explicit 

photos or videos, do not save 
nude photos or videos, and 
report any unsolicited or 
unwanted pictures or videos 
to school administrators or a 
parent as soon as the student 
receives it. 

Sunny Hills High School 
SRO Valencia presented an 
overview of the most com-
monly occurring drugs found 
on district campuses. He 
showed slides of various 
vaping devices that mimic 
flash drives and some that 
are concealed in candy wrap-
pers with names like “Cake,” 

but are actually battery-operated 
devices that deliver nicotine or 
THC/marijuana in vapor form. 
Chemicals mask the smell which give 
off sweet or fruity fragrances. It is ille-
gal for both adults or students to smoke 
or vape nicotine on a school site. 
Officer Valencia warned about an 
increasing number of people who vape 
developing “popcorn lung,” or 
Bronchiolitis obliterans, often caused 

by the chemical Diacetyl used to 
enhance flavored nicotine and when 
inhaled, causes lung scarring. 
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/heal
th/wellness-and-prevention/what-does-
vaping-do-to-your-lungs 

In addition to forms of nicotine and 
marijuana, Officer Valencia listed 
Xanax (stress relief), Oxycodone (pain 
relief), and Adderall (staying awake 
and focused) as the most commonly 
intercepted drugs found on school 
sites. He warned about fake prescrip-
tion pills that may contain fentanyl and 
showed the small amount needed to 
kill a person who ingests or inhales it 
on purpose or accidentally.  All schools 
and SROs carry Narcan (Naloxone) 
nasal spray in case of opioid or fen-
tanyl overdose. The officers admitted 
that FJUHSD emergency calls con-
cerning unconscious students have 
turned out to be nonlife threatening 
ingestion of marijuana edibles that 
look like snacks. 

Mr. Whitten thanked the officers and 
ended the recording promising addi-
tional parent information nights this 
spring.

 
The best way  
to stay out of  
trouble is for 
everyone to  
not take or 
share nude  
pictures or 
videos of  

themselves  
or others

Fullerton Police Sergeant Bridges



Manzanar: The Wartime Photographs 
of Ansel Adams, an exhibition featur-
ing fifty photographs by Ansel Adams 
of the Japanese American relocation 
camp in Manzanar, California, during 
World War II, opened at the Fullerton 
Museum Center on Saturday, January 
21. The photographs on display were 
the subject of Adams’s controversial 
book, Born Free and Equal, which was 
initially published in 1944, while the 
war was still happening, in order to 
protest the treatment of these American 
citizens. 

“This exhibition recounts one of the 
darkest moments in the history of the 
United States, one that the distin-
guished author John Hersey referred to 
as ‘a mistake of terrifyingly horrible 
proportions.’ It is a story of ignorance 
and prejudice, but also a story of perse-
verance and nobility. What happened 
should never be forgotten so that it 
should never happen again,” states 
introductory wall text from Robert 
Flynn Johnson’s essay for the exhibi-

tion.    
Curated by Jensine Kraus and 

Monzerrath Alarcon, with help from 
advisors Cheri Pape, Jane Ishibashi, 
and Susan McNamara, Manzanar: The 
Wartime Photographs of Ansel Adams 
also includes twenty-five various pho-
tographs, documents, and works of art 
that further record the World War II-
era. Photographer Dorothea Lange’s 
pictures of Manzanar are on display, as 
well as work by Japanese American 
artist, Chiura Obata.  

Six of the exhibit’s sculptures/instal-
lations were made by mixed media 
LA-based artist Shizu Saldamando, 
whose work is intended to pay 
“homage to the Japanese Americans—
including local residents and the 
artist’s own West Coast relatives—who 
were incarcerated on O’ahu and on the 
US mainland during World War II.” 
According to the curators, 
Saldamando’s work “serves to bridge 
the gap between the not-so-distant past 
and the present, exploring the enduring 
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Above: Opening night reception for Manzanar exhibit at FMC 
Left: Special thanks to Ingrid & Yo Harita for their generous donation  

that made this exhibit possible. Special guests in attendance on opening night  
were Mary Kageyama Nomura and Joyce Yuki Nakamura.

impact of Japanese American incarcer-
ation on her community today.”  

The exhibit also features Manzanar 
Yuki, an award-winning film directed 
by Scott Feldman, and written by Brad 
Colerick. The film tells the story of a 
single mother and child who are incar-
cerated at the outbreak of WWII. The 
mother, powerless to change circum-
stances, tries to instill hope and self-
esteem in her two-year-old daughter, 
Yuki.  

At the opening reception, a crowded 
room of museum patrons congregated 
as co-curators Kraus and Alarcon 
briefly talked about Adams’s photo-
graphic work. Some of the special 
guests in attendance on Saturday 
evening were Mary Kageyama 
Nomura, an American singer of 
Japanese descent, who was relocated 
and incarcerated at the Manzanar con-
centration camp during World War II, 
and became known as 
the “Songbird of 
Manzanar,” and Joyce 
Yuki Nakamura, one 
of the children Adams 
photographed in 
Manzanar.   

According to the 
curators’ note, 
Adams’s approach has 
been criticized for 
whitewashing the reality of the period, 
and for painting much too happy a pic-
ture of such an egregious violation of 
human rights. “The intention of his 
photographs however was not neces-
sarily to expose the oppressive and 
hostile nature of the internment, but 
rather to humanize the incarcerated 
Japanese Americans of the racist 
exclusion, who had been demonized by 
mainstream White American society in 
a storm of racism and xenophobia 
stoked by wartime paranoia and out-

rage,” explained the curators in their 
opening remarks. “Adams’s Manzanar 
work is a departure from his signature 
style of landscape photography. 
Although a majority of the photo-
graphs are portraits, the images also 
include views of daily life, agricultural 
scenes, and sports and leisure activi-
ties.” 

According to wall text, “This is not 
an art exhibition, a history lesson, or a 
study in race relations; it is all three. 
The hope is that it educates us about an 
unfortunate moment in the country’s 
history that must be better understood. 
It also should serve as a warning as to 
what can occur when emotion and fear 
overwhelm clarity and courage.” 

Adams’s photographs of Manzanar, 
which were originally taken in 1943, 
are prints from the original negatives 
housed in the Library of Congress. 
They were previously shown in the 

exhibition, Born Free 
and Equal: An 
Exhibition of Ansel 
Adams Photographs, 
organized by the 
Fresno Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, 
History and Science in 
1984. 

Manzanar: The 
Wartime Photographs 

of Ansel Adams was made possible by 
Ingrid and Yo Harita. The exhibit is 
open until April 9th, 2023, at the 
Fullerton Museum Center.  

Admission for adults is $10 and 
admission for children aged 5 to 18 is 
$5. Museum members and children 
under the age of 5 are allowed in for 
free.  

For further information contact 
Fullerton Museum Center  

(714) 519 – 4461 or  
 info@fullertonmuseum.com 

Manzanar: The Wartime Photographs  
of Ansel Adams on exhibit  

at Fullerton Museum Center by Emerson Little

 
The photographs  
were the subject  

of Adams’s  
controversial book,  

Born Free and Equal.



Letters to Editor

OPInIOn: Integrity is the biggest loser for Sunrise Village
Integrity was the big loser at the end 

of this 15-month struggle to keep 
Sunrise Village shopping center zoned 
commercial in hopes of bringing back 
much needed retail to support the 
neighborhood. Unfortunately, there 
was an endless stream of misleading 
and inaccurate information presented 
by the developer at public events, 
Planning Commission and City 
Council meetings. That, coupled with a 
threatening statement from the devel-
oper relayed to our small team by 
Mayor Jung days before the January 3, 
2023, Council meeting.  “Approve this 
project as submitted. If you ask for a 
continuance (because the meeting was 
scheduled in the middle of the recent 
holiday vacation) or do not agree with 
the proposal I will pull it and resubmit 
under the new state law AB2011,”  
which would  allow for a massive build 
— over 500 units in a 6 story building.  

Even though this legislation is now 
law in CA, it certainly does not ‘man-
date’ a developer build the maximum 
number of residential units possible. 
For the sake of the quality of life in our 
neighborhood we did not wish to see 
this happen. 

Is surrendering to the bully consid-
ered a win for the community just 
because there was some reduction in 
the number of residential units made, 
in addition to some commercial space 
added? 

It seems as if ‘winning’ is being rede-
fined in today’s world. It doesn’t mat-
ter what tactics are used, just do what 
you need to do, to get what it is you 
seek. The end justifies the choices 
made along the way whether one sprin-
kles money throughout the city to gain 
support, or verbally makes statements 
which do not reflect accuracy or truth.  
To that, I ask, “What is the value of 
winning if you lose your soul?” The 
true battle lies between the moral and 
ethical code we live our lives by and 
the choices we make along the way.  

The developer, Shopoff Realty 
Investments, was not the only source 
of my frustration.  That began the 

moment our community was pushed 
aside and not afforded proper notifica-
tion of the first Planning Commission 
meeting back in October 2021. That 
led to a mad scramble by the few who 
received a notice to reach out to neigh-
bors and let them know 
what was going on.  

When I questioned the 
Interim Director of 
Development, I was told 
the city no longer has a 
policy in place to reach out 
to the community before-
hand and schedule any 
meeting with the potential 
developer/builder prior to 
the first Planning 
Commission meeting, 
which generally is held 
with no more than a ten-
day notice.   

While notices are posted 
at various sites within the 
City, including the 
Maintenance Yard and 
Library, City Staff does 
not feel it important to 
even notify the Fullerton 
Observer, the 45 year old 
paper which goes out to 
10,000 households in hard-
copy with 69,000 readers 
online, not counting all the 
issues freely available at 
newsstands throughout the 
city. According to Mayor Jung, that 
publication is apparently not viewed as 
a mainstream publication and not seen 
as an important tool in keeping the 
public updated about development pro-
posals or any revisions.  

Sloppy governance has to change. 
There needs to be a new model put into 
action. There needs to be a paradigm 
shift in how things function — from 
the ground up or else dysfunction will 
continue to swirl and things will never 
improve. 

I wonder if our elected officials, 
those WE voted into office to represent 
us, are willing to have these tough dis-
cussions regardless of the outcome? 

Are they willing to look within and 
acknowledge those times when, per-
haps, they have felt some regret for 
choices made which unintentionally 
begin to cause an erosion of trust and 
faith in the people they serve? 

Our group was aston-
ished to hear two City 
Council members, Mayor 
Jung and former 
Councilman Silva speak in 
support of The Pines 
PROJECT back in March, 
2022 at the annual 
Fullerton State of the City 
event, long before this 
PROPOSAL was voted 
and approved by City 
Council on January 3, 
2023. In fact, the site was 
still zoned commercial at 
the time.  

This large annual event 
attracts elected officials 
from nearby cities and 
influential business leaders 
from other cities in Orange 
County.  Where is integrity 
when deliberately trying to 
convey something that is 
not truthful?    

There is power in lan-
guage and the words one 
chooses to use. To con-
sciously choose the word 
‘project’ as opposed to a 

‘proposal’ leads the audience to sur-
mise it’s a done deal as opposed to 
being under consideration.  While 
Mayor Jung included other ‘proposals’ 
and ‘projects’ in his remarks, former 
Councilman Silva spoke for several 
minutes praising the ‘project’ and how 
it will bring life to this area in 
Fullerton. 

As a result, public trust and confi-
dence in our leadership began to erode. 
Playing both sides of an issue is NOT 
reflecting the leadership we want, need 
and expect.   

As for the developer —  to find it 
necessary to publicly humiliate and 
publicly defame two Korean Sunrise 

Village tenants at the two Planning 
Commission and City Council meet-
ings is inexcusable.  For City Staff to 
not respond to our eight phone 
calls/emails related to concerns and 
questions about the Fullerton General 
Plan/ Housing Element / PRD-I issues 
is inexcusable. For a mayor, our top 
elected official, to put himself in the 
middle of a landlord/tenant litigation in 
an attempt to mediate and find a reso-
lution is inexcusable.  You simply can-
not play both sides and not think you 
are at risk of losing the public trust.  Is 
that demonstrating a strong ethical 
code? The final straw for me happened 
when our group was told several times, 
“I am a hard NO” and then listen to 
Mayor Jung vote “YES” to support 
The Pines Proposal on January 3, 
2023.     

Where is the integrity? Integrity is 
defined as having strong moral princi-
ples and being honest and doing the 
right thing, even when it’s not easy. 
Integrity goes beyond the individual as 
well. It’s also reflective of policies that 
have been put in place. 

I’m sure the mayors of La Habra, 
Brea, and Yorba Linda are pleased that 
the City Council unanimously voted to 
support The Pines Proposal, as this 
ultimately will help fill their city cof-
fers depriving us of much needed retail 
and commercial businesses. 

I hope this has offered insight into 
how some things were experienced 
behind the scenes, as your neighbor-
hood may be next in line with 
grandiose development proposals.  

Our group spent countless hours for 
the greater good of our community and 
we were happy to do so. We were not 
paid employees — merely a dedicated 
group of neighbors who simply cham-
pioned a cause — to save Sunrise 
Village as a commercial site and sup-
port revitalization efforts that would 
have brought in a variety of businesses, 
restaurants, and diverse retail such as 
E-Mart, the largest Korean market that 
stated interest in Sunrise Village.  

Carol Edmonston, Fullerton 

I am writing to share how much I 
have enjoyed the Observer local 
newspaper over the years. I would 
like to especially compliment the 
young staff who shared “Thoughts 
on 4th Anniversary” issue, page 8. 

Now as a senior citizen it lifted my 
spirits to read what the young 
reporters wrote of the commitment 
and dedication to helping write facts 
on local issues. They do an awe-
some job! I have used several of the 
advertisers with positive results. 

Hope they know it helps many of 
us to keep informed. I appreciate 
their effort and talent especially as a 
senior citizen with no computer. 

I especially enjoyed January 2023 
issue every subject is informative. I 
love the update on the Fullerton 
museum train, the pet feature, gen-
eral reminder of appropriately safe 
return to school. I really enjoyed the 
Healthy Awareness article. I wish 
there were more articles like that 
since many of us struggle to get 
back after so long a shut down, and 
closure of all Senior programs leav-
ing many of us more isolated than 
ever. I look forward to reading many 
more issues. 

Florence  La Habra 

I am not sure if this is a story you 
would want to publish or not, how-
ever, in Fullerton there is a disabil-
ity building called Harbor View 
Terrace. This is a 25-unit complex 
that houses the disabled and elder-
ly which also includes some veter-
ans.  

The company who owns this 
non-profit location is called 
Accessible Space Inc., which is 
located in St. Paul, MN. The own-
ers of this organization use the dis-
abled to get around 50 million a 
year in donations and they only 
use about 5% for the tenants.  

The building is falling apart, and 
the roof is caving in due to the 
rains. Black mold is growing in 
some units. The city inspections 
are extremely fast and they ignore 
the needed repairs in the building. 
One tenant has been diagnosed 
with black mold in her system and 
the mold is still in her unit. 

There is no site manager. When 
tenants need help, they rely on a 
male tenant in the building who is 
disabled to help them. Is this safe 
for Fullerton? 

 
Anonymous Fullerton

 
Sloppy  

governance  
has to change.  
There needs  

to be a  
new model  

put into action.  
There needs  

to be a  
paradigm shift  
in how things  

function  
— from the  
ground up  

or else  
dysfunction  

will continue  
to swirl  

and things  
will never  
improve.

Fullerton Community Center  
Wedding Show 

Vendor Application 
Due by February 17

All applications must be completed and submitted to the Fullerton 
Community Center by Friday, February 17, 2023. Booths will be reserved 
on a first– come, first–serve basis. Limited space is available for each busi-
ness category. Application and payment must be submitted to guarantee a 
booth space. 

Fullerton Community Center, 
340 W. Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832  |  (714)738-6575 
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Healthy Awareness 
 by Jo Ann Branno   ck, Ph.D. © 2023

Errors in Communitating

BALAnCE & CHAnGE 
 by Michelle Gottlieb, Psy.D., MFT, LPCC © 2023

Romatic Scams
There are a lot of scams out there 

today; however, the number one is the 
romantic scam which are now consid-
ered “the crime of the 21st century.” 
Romantic scams are a billion-dollar 
industry; however, the number of these 
scams are a lot higher than reported. 
Many victims do not report the scam 
due to embarrassment and humiliation 
of being taken advantage of.  

What is a romantic scam? It is where 
the scammer gains one’s confidence 
and affection by falsely portraying 
romantic intentions. They then use 
their victims to send money under 
these false pretenses or commit finan-
cial fraud though access to 
the victim’s bank accounts, 
credit cards, passports, e-mail 
accounts or other identifiable 
information. 

They prey on the elderly, 
widowed, individuals with 
memory problems such as 
dementia and Alzheimer’s.  
Most of the victims are 
female and lonely. Many sen-
iors are targeted as they are 
thought to have money and 
typically are more trusting 
than younger people. In most 
cases these seniors get on-
line and meet a potential 
companion or lover shown 
with a photograph which are 
not current or even that per-
son.  

Scammers establish rela-
tionships quickly and many 
times pose as men with jobs that 
require travel outside the country so 
they cannot be reached. For example, 
they use photos of successful people 
such as service men, investment 
bankers, CEOs of large corporation, 
etc. to portray that they have higher 
status in life than the victim.   

 Scammers read obituaries and attend 
the funeral service of a stranger to take 
advantage of the grieving widow or 
widower. They may even forge a false 
debt to be collected or strike up a con-
versation regarding something they 
read about the deceased in an obituary 
pretending to be an old acquaintance to 
gain trust of the victim. The victims are 
courted or befriended by this stranger 
through contact in-person, phone, 
and/or online. 

Once the scammer captures the heart 
of the victim through frequent emails 
or text messages (sometimes fifteen 
times within a day), they suddenly 
need to borrow money for one “emer-
gency” after another. Usually, they 
state that it is for medical or legal 
needs, and they promise to pay the 
money back. Amounts that are needed 
are gradually increased and can be in 
the thousands of dollars or more. 

Some of these scammers operate out 

of the country and therefore are also a 
global problem. Many times, the 
women never meet the scammer.  
Some of these very vulnerable women 
do not believe this person is scamming 
them out of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars or more even after being 
warned by friends, family and even the 
police.  

There have been others who have lost 
nearly everything including their 
homes, cars, bank account and retire-
ment money leaving them with noth-
ing. Some of these victims continue to 
believe that this man truly loves them 
and is not a scammer.  Many of these 

men are “sweet talkers” and 
make the victims feel special 
by calling them enduring 
names such as babe or sweet-
heart. They can convince 
women to do whatever they 
want.    

When these women feel 
that they are in love some-
thing happens in the brain 
that affects their ability to 
reason. A scientist at a 
Washington university using 
MRIs has shown euphoria 
and energy in most of the 
brain cells but decreased 
activity in the frontal brain 
which is responsible for cog-
nition or reasoning. 

Some women have tried to 
get their money back them-
selves, but this typically does 
not work. An example of one 

woman who tried to get her money 
back only to be physically abused by 
the scammer. Many romantic scams 
are made up of large well-organized 
groups of criminals who are dangerous 
and not to be confronted.  In Canada 
the group calling themselves the Black 
AYE is one example of these groups. 

Lastly, beware of people who adver-
tise that they can help in getting the 
money back for the victims but need 
thousands of dollars upfront to do this.  
Usually, they are operating with the 
original scammer and will split the 
money with him. Based on the many 
cases out there, it is nearly impossible 
to get money back when taken by a 
scammer! 

My advice to people is to begin by 
feeling good about yourself before 
venturing out and going online to find 
a partner or companion. Probably the 
best way to meet someone is through a 
friend or family member. I do know of 
some women who have met their part-
ner online but beware and check the 
authenticity of the person through a 
safe website.  

Note: I refer to scammers since the 
majority are male in this article 
although there are also female scam-
mers.

 
 

Scammers 
establish  

relationships 
quickly  

and often 
pose as men 

with jobs that 
require travel  

outside  
the country  

so they  
cannot be 
reached.

Bad communication creates more 
problems than can be believed. Good 
communication solves more than can 
be imagined! Simple statements, but 
how can you improve your communi-
cation? Let’s look at common errors 
and then the ways to improve! 

The first error is to not communicate 
at all. If you do not share what is going 
on inside of you, your wants, needs 
and desires, there is never a chance that 
you will get those met. If you have an 
issue with someone, that issue will 
never be resolved if you do not talk it 
out. Even just a simple thing like con-
veying information, do not assume that 
the person can read your mind.  

The solution to all of these is to say 
what is going on for you. Some con-
versations are easier than others. But 
make sure that when you are trying to 
communicate that the environment is 
calm, no running around, no phones 
on, no other conversations trying to go 
on at the same time. Make sure that 
you are centered and that you are clear 
what you want to communicate.  

You may want to practice first or 
write down your main points. 
Especially if it is a difficult topic for 

you, you may want to ask your partner 
to do the same. If it is merely informa-
tion, you may simply ask if you had 
informed them of this before. 

Another common error is to not lis-
ten. While someone is talking to you, if 
you have already started working on 
your response, you are not listening to 
what is being said. You are missing 
important information. Stop. Get pres-
ent. Just listen. You can decide on your 
response after your partner has stopped 
talking. You can ask for a minute to 
formulate your response. 

One of the most common errors is 
not communicating gently. Watch your 
tone. Watch your body language. 
Watch the words that you choose. Do 
not aim to harm. Aim to create a bridge 
of communication. You will actually 
get what you want much more often! 

The last thing to be careful of is 
assumptions. Do not assume that your 
partner is trying to cause you harm. 
But instead, assume that your partner 
is on your side and wants a loving, 
equitable solution as well! 

These skills take practice, but you 
can do this! And it is so worth it!

Listen to the  
Student Run Podcast  

Observing 
Fullerton

50th anniversary of Roe v. Wade 

January 22 should have marked the 
50th anniversary of Roe protecting 
abortion rights in our country. 

Instead, following the Dobbs deci-
sion, which overturned the 
right to abortion provided by 
Roe, right-wing laws have 
taken effect in state after state 
to ban abortion and criminal-
ize those who seek and pro-
vide it.1 These harsh laws 
take away a fundamental 
right that had been guaran-
teed by the Constitution for 
nearly 50 years and fulfill an 
extremist vision of exerting 
control over our health, our 
bodies, and our autonomy. 

As a result, pregnant peo-
ple—many of whom already 
faced challenges in accessing 
the abortion care that should 
have been their right—are 
forced to travel long dis-
tances to seek care, or to 
carry to term pregnancies that 
could be harmful or fatal. 
And we have seen these same 
Republican legislators seek-
ing to jail and punish people 
in cruel and outrageous 
ways.2 

The Republican majority is 
now bringing these attacks to 
Congress, where their major-
ity in the House of 
Representatives wasted no time in 
passing two anti-abortion bills. We 
know they won't stop there: They'll go 
after the right to contraception, limit 
access to self-managed abortion, and 
seek a full national abortion ban. 

The mortality rate of women, trans, 
and nonbinary pregnant people has 

increased as a result of the GOP-
packed Supreme Court's decision to 
overturn Roe, and anti-abortion bills 
like a national abortion ban would lead 

to more and more cruel 
deaths.3  

These GOP anti-abortion 
bills will disproportionately 
impact Black people, 
Indigenous people, brown 
people, poor people, immi-
grants, people with disabili-
ties, and young people who 
have historically been mar-
ginalized and have faced 
structural barriers, even when 
abortion was legal. That’s 
why, as a community, we 
have to stick together as we 
continue to fight for bodily 
autonomy and universal 
health care for all. 

Democrats in the Senate 
and President Biden need to 
take every measure to defeat 
these bans and restrictions. 
More than that, they need to 
continue the fight to codify 
the protections of Roe into 
law—and do away with the 
regressive, racist, Jim Crow 
filibuster, if necessary, to pass 
such a bill in the Senate. 

And as the House continues 
to vote on these bills, we need 
every member of Congress to 

hear from their constituents, to know 
that a vast, bipartisan majority of 
Americans support abortion rights, and 
that they will be held accountable for 
voting for any measure that seeks to 
limit those rights, including a national 
abortion ban. 

Courtesey of MoveOn.org  

 
 

These  
harsh laws 
take away a 
fundamental 

right that  
had been 

guaranteed  
by the 

Constitution 
for nearly  
50 years  

and fulfill  
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vision of 
exerting  

control over 
our health, 
our bodies, 

and our 
autonomy.

Sources: 
 1. "Two months after the Dobbs ruling, new abortion bans are taking hold," 
NPR, August 23, 2022 
 2. "Roe is over. Prison sentences are on the way," NBC News, July 3, 2022 
3. "Maternal and infant death rates are higher in states that ban or restrict 
abortion, report says," CNN, December 16, 2022 
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AnSWER KEY TO PUZZLE "CASAnOVA" on page 7:  

OUR TOWn CROSSWORD © 2023 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to 
raise her family 
here. She has 
been contribut-
ing puzzles 
since 2014.

City of Fullerton Employment 
Apply online at: governmentjobs.com/careers/fullerton 

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com for a complete job description. 

NEW Construction Inspector 
Job Number: 2023-CONINSPSERIES 

Salary $63K - $85K Annually 
Full Time 

Fullerton Public Works - Engineering 
Applications accepted until filled 

————————————— 
NEW Assistant Engineer (Water) 
Job Number: 2023-ASSTENGWTR 

Salary $76K - $97K Annually 
Full Time 

Fullerton Public Works - Engineering 
Applications accepted until filled 
—————————————— 

Maintenance Worker & Sr Mnt 
Job Number: 2023 - MW&SMWI  

Salary $2K - $4K Monthly 
Full Time 

Fullerton Public Works - Maintenance 
Applications accepted until filled 
—————————————— 

Administrative Intern 
Job Number: 2023-00002 

Salary $2K - $3K Monthly 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) 

Fullerton Public Works - Admin 
Applications accepted continuously 

—————————————— 
• Community Center  

• Parks and Trails  
• Youth Service Division  

Job Number: 01 - Community Ctr. 
$15 Hr -Fullerton Community Cntr 

303 W. Commonwealth Ave 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) 
Applications accepted continuously 

Sr. Parks & Recreation Specialist 
Job Number: 2021-00053 

 $16.75 Hr - Parks and Rec Dept 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) 

Fire Dept Utility Worker I/II  
Job Number: 22 - FD Utility Wkr 

$15.50 Hr - Fullerton Fire Department 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) 

Applications accepted continuously 
—————————————— 

Police Cadet 
Job Number: 05  

$15.50 Hr - Fullerton Police Dept 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)  

This is an at-will/temporary/on-
call/non-benefited position limited to 

25 hrs per week 
—————————————— 

Police Dispatcher (non-Regular) 
Job Number: 2022-00133  

$26 Hr - Fullerton Police Dept 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) 
To be considered for this position, you 
must be a P.O.S.T. certified dispatcher. 

—————————————— 
Police Service Representative 

Job Number: 2022-00170 
 $4K - $5K Monthly  

Full Time 
Fullerton Police Dept - Admin 

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com for a 
complete job description. 

Recruiting officer 714-738-3377 
 
 

Stories wanted:  
disastrous divorces, especially 
custody, especially with court 
appointed evaluators, for a new 
family law book.  

  Email: 
jak@judithkaluzny.com or 

write to: Judith A. Kaluzny,  
149 W Whiting Ave, Fullerton, 

California 92832

Send classified ad information to ads@fullertonobserver.com  
CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FOR LOCAL PEOPLE AnD BUSInESSES OnLY. All ads must have name, local phone number, address, and licenses for contractors and home 
cooks must be up to date. No animal sales. All ads will be verified. Any ad that can not be verified will not be printed. Classified ads are $15 for every 15 words, 
maximum 30 words. 

Observer Broadcast 
is looking for you.  
Volunteer Today 

 
Send resume to:  

Observer@fullertonobserver.com

Frustrated Reader? 
Could be Dyslexia. 

 
Barton Tutor Fullerton  

can help. 
Tutoring for all ages,  
in person, or on-line. 

 
Call: (949) 554 - 8400 

or email: 
Wecanread@gmail.com

Accountant 
Position Available  

Analyze financial information 
and prepare financial reports.  
Bachelor's degree in business 
administration, accounting, eco-
nomics, or related field.   

Apply at: 
Ace Packaging, Inc.  

499 Nibus St. Suite E, Brea, 
CA 92821 

Do not Call by J.A. Kaluzny 
 
“Hi, how ya doin’ today?  We talked 

last April and you said you were think-
ing of a remodel and I should call you 
back in a few months...” 

 “Hello, how are you?  I am working 
with my father in his painting business 
and we’ll be in your neighborhood...” 

Are you tired of these calls that get 
you running from the back yard to 
answer the phone? 

Time to list your number with the 
National Do Not Call Registry.  You 
can search “do not call” on your com-
puter, or you can call 1-888-382-1222.  
If you telephone, be sure to call from 
the number you want to register, cell 
phone or land line. 

Calls from telephone marketers will 
be stopped 31 days after you register.  
If you receive telemarketer calls after 
that, you can call the same number to 
file a complaint.  Those who violate the 
Do Not Call law face fines of $11,000 
per call. 

Or if you want to spend some time to 
collect some money, you can sue the 
caller in small claims court.  This 
applies also to text messages sent to 
you registered mobile telephone num-
ber.  

You’ll need to get the name of the 
company, an address, land or email, for 

the person running the business.  Then 
you must send them a demand for com-
pensation.  If they do not comply, then 
you file a complaint in small claims 
court with your dated written demand 
as an exhibit.            

The Do-Not-Call Implementation 
Act became law in 2003.  The imple-
mentation was of the Telephone 
Consumer Protection Act (TCPA) of 
1991.  At first, the consumer’s tele-
phone number registration expired in 
five years, but now it is a permanent 
registration unless you choose other-
wise. 

Junk mail can be stopped also.  
Register at the Direct Marketing 
Association’s consumer web site, 
DMAchoice.org.  Then choose what 
catalogs or magazine offers you do 
want to receive.  This costs a process-
ing fee of $4.00. 

If you do not have on-line access, 
you can register by mail.  Send you 
name and address, with your signature, 
and a check for $5.00, payable to the 
Association of National Advertisers, or 
ANA,  as a processing fee to 
DMAchoice, Consumer Preferences, 
Post Office Box 900, Cos Cob, 
Connecticut (CT) 06807.  This regis-
tration will last for 10 years. 
Learn more about stopping unwanted 

calls at ftc.gov/calls
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Jerry Philip Andes, M.D. 1934 - 2023
Jerry Philip Andes, M.D. 

was a dearly beloved hus-
band of sixty-five years, 
father to four children, 
grandfather to ten grand-
children, and great-grand-
father to seven with two 
more on the way.  

He graduated as valedic-
torian from Montebello 
High School, earned his 
Bachelor's degree in Zoology as well 
as his Doctor of Medicine from the 
University of Southern California, 
and completed his internship and 
residency at Los Angeles County 
USC Medical Center.  

During his forty-year career at St. 
Jude Medical Center in Fullerton as 
an Obstetrician/Gynecologist, he 
delivered over 10,000 babies and 
was passionately committed to 
women's health. His patients loved 
him very much. As a natural educa-
tor, he started the Special Problems 
Medical OB Clinic at LAC/USC for 
complicated pregnancies; and in 
addition to teaching as a Clinical 
Professor, he was honored as 

Emeritus Professor at 
USC's Keck School of 
Medicine.  

In every way he lived 
without fear. Curiosity 
drove him. He was incred-
ibly well read with an 
extensive library, attended 
continuing education 
courses in both general 
and medical subjects, and 

traveled to all fifty states and all 
seven continents. He was a devoted 
USC alumnus who supported the 
university for over seventy years.  

Above all, he was a dedicated fam-
ily man, with a generous heart, a pas-
sion for USC football, reading, golf, 
travel, and gardening. He loved life 
and he was dearly loved by all who 
knew him.  

He is survived by his wife, 
Barbara, and his children and their 
spouses Susan Kinzinger (Kevin), 
Jerry Andes (Pam), Karen Westland 
(Grant) and Nancy Towbin (David). 

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be sent to Friends of Music at First 
Presbyterian Church, Fullerton.

Dorothy Yates 1929 - 2023
On Sunday, January 8, 2023, 

Dorothy Yates, loving Daughter, 
Wife, Mom, Grandma and Great-
Grandma, passed away at the age of 
ninety-four. 

Dorothy was married to Harold 
Wheeler Yates for 25 years until his 
passing in 1975.  

She is survived by her four chil-
dren, their spouses, eight grandchil-
dren and two of their spouses, and 
three great-grandchildren.  

Dorothy received her Bachelor's 
Degree in Education from Whittier 
College in 1950 and taught elemen-
tary school until she was able to stay 
home and raise her four children.  

Dorothy was active within the City 
of Brea as a Personnel 
Commissioner and Woman's Club 
President. She served on the Orange 
County Grand Jury in 1970.  

Within Fullerton, Dorothy was a 
50+ year member within the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood and served as Chapter 
President several times. With her 
church, the First Presbyterian 
Church of Fullerton, Dorothy was a 

member of the Covenant Circle and 
served as a Deacon, as an Elder, and 
was First Presbyterian's Mother of 
the Year in 2009. 

Dorothy loved to travel within the 
US and abroad, by plane or car, but 
especially by ship.  

She was an avid reader, a fierce 
crossword puzzle solver, needle-
pointer, she collected teapots and 
cookbooks, she loved puzzles, and 
playing any card games.  

But more than anything, she loved 
being with her family and visiting 
with special friends. Family and 
friends have described her as adven-
turous, loving, nonjudgmental, a 
kind spirit, warm, a queen, always 
cheerful, and grateful.  

A Memorial Service was held on 
Saturday, February 4, 2023 at 1:00 
pm at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Fullerton, in lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that those who are able 
instead, make a donation to the FPC 
Memorial Fund or to P.E.O. 
International/Cottey College. 

 

People who died homeless  
in Orange County in December 2022: 

DIED On nOV 25TH 
Vinh CAO, Garden Grove 

DIED On DECEMBER 1ST 
Walfre POZGONZALEZ, Anaheim 

Hotai GASTON, San Clemente 
DIED On DECEMBER 2nD 

David CAHOON, Orange 
Jesus Murrieta CEBREROS, Santa Ana 

DIED On DECEMBER 3RD 
Amy CARPENTER, Westminster 

Michelle HALL, Santa Ana 
Arturo MORALES, Costa Mesa 

Ryan GRAJEDA, Orange 
Chad NELLS, Santa Ana 
DIED On DECEMBER 4TH 

Jason HASTINGS, Fountain Valley 
DIED On DECEMBER 5TH 

Michael CADAVAS, Anaheim 
Christopher DAVIS, Garden Grove 

DIED On DECEMBER 6TH 
Jesus CAUDILLO, Santa Ana 
Debra DENNY, Buena Park 

DIED On DECEMBER 7TH 
Oscar GONZALEZ, Santa Ana 

Shane ROBBINS, Huntington Beach 
Robert ADAMS JR., Fountain Valley 

DIED On DECEMBER 8TH 
Juan Mendoza RODRIGUEZ, 

Buena Park 
DIED On DECEMBER 11TH 

Nikki GILL, Anaheim 
Jesus RENTERIA, Anaheim 

DIED On DECEMBER 13TH 
Adam KNAPP, San Juan Capistrano 

DIED On DECEMBER 14TH 
Elizabeth MAIDEN, Mission Viejo 

 

DIED On DECEMBER 15TH 
Ricardo ACEVEDO, Anaheim 

Christian LEON, Huntington Beach 
Bryan PEREZ, Santa Ana 
DIED On DECEMBER 16TH 

Prince MUTABAZI, Orange 
DIED On DECEMBER 18TH 

Alan LEWIS, Anaheim 
DIED On DECEMBER 19TH 

James MIZE, Huntington Beach 
DIED On DECEMBER 20TH 

James BOWLING, JR., Santa Ana 
Alberto OCHOA, JR., Anaheim 

DIED On DECEMBER 21ST 
Joseph ERICKSON, Huntington Beach 

DIED On DECEMBER 22nD 
Robert SAUL, Garden Grove 

Mitchell JACKLEY, Santa Ana 
DIED On DECEMBER 23RD 

Erroll SMITH, Fountain Valley 
Patrick LAVERY, Newport Beach 

DIED On DECEMBER 24TH 
Juan Martinez RAMOS, Anaheim 

Jason OLSON, Newport Beach 
DIED On DECEMBER 25TH 

Alejandro AGUILAR, Buena Park 
Robert ALLEN, Fullerton 
DIED On DECEMBER 27TH 

Joseph GHOSOPH, Garden Grove 
Kristopher MOORE, Costa Mesa 

DIED On DECEMBER 28TH 
Vance JONES, Costa Mesa 
DIED On DECEMBER 29TH 

Robert RODEN, Santa Ana 
Juan OROZCO, Fountain Valley 

DIED On DECEMBER 31ST 
Allen LAMOREAU, Santa Ana

May they rest in peace

Joe Allen Maxwell 1933 -2022
Joe Allen Maxwell 

passed away on 
December 15, 2022, from 
cancer and alzheimers. He 
was 88 years old. He lived 
in La Habra, worked in 
Fullerton, and surround-
ing local cities for 48 
years. He retired from 
Winstead’s camera store 
(now CVS).  

After Joe graduated Lynwood high 
school in 1950, he went to work for 
Lynwood post office then went to 
work for Griffith photo.  

Joe loved to work and take picture. 
Neatness in everything was a must! 
Joe had an antique Kodak Camera 
collection. One of the cameras was 

over a hundred years old. 
He moved to Shedd, 
Oregon  after retirement 
where he volunteered 
with the Elds Lodge. He 
liked learning about 
Oregon local city farm 
life. 

Joe leaves behind his 
wife of 53 years, Florence 
Maxwell, who still lives 

in California. He is survived by three 
adult children Steve, Marcy, Mike 
and their adult adopted son Joseph 
Parker Maxwell, and several grand-
children.  

Joe chose to be cremated and his 
remains rest in Shedd, Oregon.



Born and raised in 
Paynesville Minnesota, Bill 
moved to Duluth after high 
school. Graduating from the 
University of Minnesota in 
spring of 1948, Bill headed 
west with his wife Lynn.  In 
fall of 1948, Bill started 
teaching vocal music and 
producing student musicals 
at Carmichael Junior High in 
Richland, Washington. 

Ten years later, he was hired by the 
Fullerton Joint Union High School 
District and moved his family to 
Fullerton.  In September of 1958 he 
began a career spanning 30 years at 
La Habra High School.  While he 
taught typing, journalism, math, as 
well as overseeing the school news-
paper and yearbook, Mr. D was best 
known for his vocal music classes. 

In 1962, the first production of 
Scotscapades opened in the LHHS 
basketball court.  Using the music, 
art and drama department students, 
the variety show featured vocal 
solos, dances, scenery and orchestra 
using songs from Broadway musi-
cals.  With students, teachers and the 
community warmly embracing and 
actively supporting this unique expe-
rience, it became the largest high 
school musical production of its kind 
in the western United States. 

After a 25-year run of 
sold-out shows, 
Scotscapades ended in 
1987.  The following year a 
new musical production 
replaced it. Under Mr. D’s 
direction, Broadway Beat 
was performed in the 
LHHS lecture hall every 
spring until his retirement 

in 1990.  
He was also involved with the 

teacher’s union throughout this time 
as an active member of the CTA, and 
president of the local chapter more 
than once. 

After his retirement, Bill ran for a 
seat on the FJUHSD Board of 
Trustees and spent another 20 years 
in service to the District.  One of his 
personal favorite events during those 
years was when the District could 
finally build a dignified campus for 
La Vista/La Sierra High Schools. 

Bill died quietly in his sleep 
January 1, 2023.  Preceded by his 
wife, three sons and a grandchild in 
death, he is survived by his oldest 
son, his daughter, several grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren.  He is 
also survived by the extended family 
of the students, co-workers and 
friends Bill affected in profound 
ways who will never forget him. 

To place an obituary, wedding or engagement 
announcement, or other tribute  

 
send information to: ads@fullertonobserver.com  

or Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92832   
 

• Fullerton residents and teachers get 185 words plus photo Free.  
• Prices based on word count.

William “Mr. D” Edwin Dunton 1928-2023
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Shirley Owens McClanahan 1955 -  2023

Shirley Owens McClanahan was 
born in Orange, CA on April 26, 
1955, to the late Alfred L. Owens, Sr. 
and Roxy L. Love. She was youngest 
of thirteen children (8 brothers and 4 
sisters). The Owens family were 
Orange County “pioneers”, being 
one of the first African American 
families to live in Orange County. 
Shirley attended Maple Elementary 
School, Fullerton High School, 
University of California, Los 
Angeles, and Cal State University, 
Fullerton. 

While attending CSUF, Shirley 
worked at Fullerton Savings. Upon 
graduating she became a contract 
analyst and worked as Support 
Manager for Wang Laboratories 
working with IBM, Digital, TRW, 
and US government agencies. While 
working at Wang Laboratories she 
met and fell in love with John 
McClanahan. They married on 
January 21, 1984, and have been 
married for 39 years. They are 
blessed with three beautiful daugh-
ters: Shelby, Sydney, & Skyler. And 
two poochies: Scout and Sawyer. 

Shirley wanted to honor the legacy 
of her parents and family through her 
faith and belief that our purpose is 
rooted in serving God by loving and 
giving to others. She fulfilled her 
purpose through many outlets, 
including the Leon Owens 
Foundation that was founded by her 
and members of the Owens family in 
1994. The foundation has provided 

over 300 scholarships, assisted many 
schools and youth organizations. The 
goal is “Making a Difference 
Together” and to impact the lives of 
students. 

Shirley led her life as a woman of 
faith and the belief in the power of 
God leading her each day. She loved 
being an auntie to a huge family and 
Mama Shirley to the bonus children 
that have come into her life. 

Shirley is survived by her husband 
and best friend of 39 years, John, 
their three daughters Shelby, Sydney, 
and Skyler; her sister Dorothy 
Whitehurst and brothers Alfred 
Owens, Jr., David Owens, and 
Theodore Owens. Additional sur-
vivors include many loving relatives, 
especially her nieces, nephews, 
cousins and many loving and devoted 
friends.

Eugene J. Corman 1926 - 2023
Eugene (Gene) Corman, of 

Fullerton, California passed away in 
Provo, Utah on January 19, he was  
96.   

Gene was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
on June 20, 1926, to Marie Mueller 
Corman (nee Gampfer) and Eugene 
Corman. He is the oldest of three 
children: his sister Bette is eighteen 
months younger, and his brother, 
Bob, was ten years younger.   

Gene attended St. George 
Elementary School and graduated 
from Roger Bacon High School in 
Cincinnati. He joined the army on 
March 25, 1944, training in the use 
and repair of RADAR, which was a 
new technology then. After his dis-
charge from the Army in July, 1946, 
and his mother’s passing in March of 
1947, Gene transferred to San 
Francisco, California, with the 
Eureka-Williams Company.   

In San Francisco, Gene earned an 
Associate Degree in Business 
Administration from Golden Gate 
College, and began working as an 
accountant, first for Tidewater Oil 
Company, then as a Certified Public 
Accountant for Muncy, McPherson 
& Company, where he met his life-
long friend, Noel Pearman.  

In San Francisco, he also met and 
eventually began dating Bess 
Talmage (Bess Loraine Gardner 
Talmage), who had moved there 
from Springville, Utah, to work for 
Bank of America. They married 
September 2, 1954. Their daughter, 
Catherine Talmage Corman, was 
born in San Francisco in 1955. 

In 1958, the family moved to San 
Jose, California, where Gene set up a 
private practice as a Certified Public 
Accountant. He also attended Santa 
Clara University, earning a BS in 
Commerce in 1961, and a Master of 
Business Administration in 1963. At 
Santa Clara, his mentor and friend, 
John Pagani, gave him the opportu-
nity to teach.  

Gene found his calling in teaching, 
and soon became a Lecturer in 
Business Administration, then an 
Assistant Professor in Business 
Administration, both at Santa Clara 
University. John Pagani encouraged 
Gene to enter a doctoral program so 
that he could earn the necessary 
degree for a career in university 
teaching.  

After spending a couple of years in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, to see if the cli-
mate was better for Bess’ severe 
Rheumatoid Arthritis, the Cormans 
moved in 1966 to Fullerton, 
California. Gene was one of the early 
members of the Accounting 
Department in the School of 
Business Administration and 
Economics, at California State 
College, Fullerton.  

The school later became California 
State University, Fullerton. At the 
same time, he entered the Doctoral 

Program in Business Administration 
at the University of Southern 
California. He both taught full time 
and attended school full time until he 
graduated from USC in 1971, with a 
Doctorate in Business 
Administration. His doctoral disser-
tation, “Incorporation as a Method 
for Divesting the Non-Professional 
Functions of Accountancy,” was 
well-received and influential in the 
profession. 

Gene was a thoughtful and innova-
tive teacher, whose courses, though 
rigorous, were popular with stu-
dents. Throughout his career, he 
served on department, college, and 
university committees, and taught 
Continuing Professional Education 
courses for the California Society of 
Certified Public Accountants. He 
was frequently invited to speak to 
campus, local, and regional chapters 
of various Accounting societies, and 
was active in professional organiza-
tions. Gene also has a number of 
articles published in professional 
journals. He retired from CSUF in 
1991. 

In his retirement, Gene took up 
writing poetry and short stories. He 
won several awards for  entries in the 
Cincinnati Poetry Contest, and he 
left for his family his memoirs, 
which take the form of prose 
vignettes. Bess passed away in 1996.  
Gene continued to live in their home 
in Fullerton, CA, until 2022, when 
he moved to Provo, Utah to live with 
his daughter, son-in-law, and grand-
son. 

Gene was a loving and beloved 
father, grandfather, brother, uncle, 
friend, and neighbor. He was 
unswervingly loyal and supportive 
in all of those roles, and as a husband 
and son. He was fun and funny.  
Though his passing leaves a vacancy 
no one can fill, he gave us lifetimes 
of loving acts and happy memories.  
Gene is survived by his daughter, 
Catherine, son-in-law, Joe, and 
grandson, Will Parry of Provo, Utah; 
his sister, Bette Dellecave of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, who gave him 
three generations of nieces and 
nephews; and his sister-in-law, Betsy 
Corman, of Florida.  He will be laid 
to rest in the Spanish Fork City 
Cemetery, in Spanish Fork, Utah. 
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